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PEEJAOE. 



It was a bold attempt to lay the scene of a work 
like tliis on the coast of America. We have had our 
Buccaneers on the water, and our "Witches on the land, 
but we believe this is the first occasion on which the 
rule has been reversed. After an experience that lias 
now lasted more than twentv years, the result has 
shown that the public prefer the original order of 
things. In other words, the book has proved a com- 
parative failure. 

Tlie facts of this country are all so recent, and so 
familiar, that every innovation on tliem, by means of 
the imagination, is coldly received, if it be not absolutely 
frowned upon. Perhaps it would have been safer to 
have written a work of this character without a refer- 
ence to any particular locality. The few local allusions 
that are introduced, are not essential to the plot, and 
might have been dispensed with without lessening the 
interest of the tale. 
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Nevertheless, tliis is probably the most imaginative 
book ever writtoti by tbe aiitlior. Its fault is in blend- 
ing too much of the real with tlic purely ideal. Half- 
way measures will not do in matters of tliis sort ; and 
it is always safer to preserve the identity of a 
book by a fixed and determinate eliaractei-, than to 
make the eifort to steer between the true and tlio 
false. 

Several liberties have been taken with the nsages 
of the colony, with a view to give zest to tlie descriptions. 
If the Dutch of this country ever resorted to the 
common practice of Holland, in giving such names as 
tbe " Lust in Kust" to their villas, it has not only 
passed out of sight, but out of mind. In tlie other 
country, as one mo'ves along the canals, he sees names 
of this character, painted on different objects, evei'y 
mile he advances, and admires the contentmeni which 
is satisfied with a summer-house, a pipe, a canal, a 
meadow that is almost under water, and, indeed, with 
a country that is what seamen term " awasli." But 
nothing of this sort was ever seen here. The fine 
natural scenery forbade it ; and a villa on tbe banks of 
the Hudson was a residence that possessed in itself 
advantages to set at naught such small contrivances of 
Inxury. 

Some persons may object to the manner in which we 
have sketched the conduct and character of Cornbury. 
We believe, however, that the tnith is not exceeded 
in any thing said of this individual, who would seem to 
have bad nuither dignity, self-respect, nor priuciples. 
The fact that he remained in this country a prisoner 
for debt, is iiistorical, his creditors most probably 
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hoping to extort from Anne furtiier concessions in 
bolialf of her worthless relative. 

As for the Patroon of Kinderhook, the genus seenia 
ahout to expire among us. Not only are we to have 
no more patroons, hut the decree has gone forth from 
t]ie virtuous and infaUible voters that there are to bo 
no more estates. 

■'All the realm shall be in common, and in Cheapsido sliall my palfrey 



The collected wisdom ot the state has decided that it 

is trii« p«licy to prevent the affluent from investing 

tlieir money in land 1 Tlie curse of mediocrity weighs 
upon us, and its blunders can be repsiired only through 

tliii Laid It-ssana fjf CApuiioiice. 

This book was written in Italy, and first printed (in 
English) in Germany. To tlie last circumstance, is 
probably owing the great number of typographical 
errors that are to be found in it. The American 
compositor, however, quite likely conceiving that he 
had a right to correct the blunders of a foreigner, has 
taken the law into his own hands, and exercised a 
sovereign power over our labors. That our good 
old-fashioned mode of spelling should ri^ceive tho 
modem improvements, was, perhaps, unavoidable ; 
but surely, we never spelt "coamings" (of a hatch), 
"combings;" "rullock," "oar-lock," or "row-lock;" 
or made many other similar, "long-shore" blunders 
that are to be found in the original editions of this 
book. 

Care has beon had to do ourselves justice in these 
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particulars, and we tliink that the boot ia moro 
improved, in all these respects, in the present edition, 
than any other work that has passed tlirongh our 
hands. 
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THE WATER- WITCH. 



CHAPTER I. 



The fine estuary which penetrates the American coast 
between tie fortieth and foily-first degrees of latitude, is formed 
by the confluence of the Hudson, the Hackenaack, the Passdc, 
the Raritan, and a multitude of smaller streams ; all of which 
pour their tribute into the ocean within the space named. 
The islands of Nassau and Staten are hapjiily placed to exclude 
the tempests ot the open sei, while the deep and broad iims of 
the latter ofier e\ery desu ible facihty foi torcign ti ide and 
nitemal intercourse To this fortunate disposition of land and 
watet, with a temppiate climate, a centri! j,osition, and ^n 
immense interior, that is now penotnted in eieiy direction 
either by artificial or by natural sticains, the city ot New \oik 
is indebted for its extraordinary prosperity. Though not wanting 
in beauty, there are macy bays that surpass this in tbe charms 
of scenery; hut it may be questioned if the world possessca 
another site that unites so many natural advantages for the 
growth and support of a widely extended commerce. As if 
ne\er wearied with her kindness, Nature has placed the Island 
of Manhattan at the predse point that is most desirable for the 
poMlJon of a town. Millions might inhabit the spot, an<l yet a 
1* 
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10 THE WATEB-WITCH. 

ship should load near every door ; and while Uie surfao« of the 
land just possesses tlie inequalities that are required for health 
and eleanlineas, its bosom is filled with the material most needed 
in construction. 

The consequences of so unusual a concurrence of favorahle 
drcumatances, are well known. A vigorous, healthful, and 
continued growth, that has no parallel even in the history of 
this extraordinary and fortunate country, has already raised tlie 
insignificant provincial town of tlie last century to the level of 
the second-rat« cities of the other hemisphere. The New 
Amsterdam of this continent already rivals its parent of tlie other ; 
and, so far as human powers may pretend to predict, a few fleet- 
ing yeai's will place her on a level with the proudest capitals of 
Europe. 

It would seem that, as Nature has ^ven its periods to the 
stages of animal life, it has also set limits to all moral and politi- 
cal ascendency, "While the city of the Medici is receding fi'om 
its crumbling walls, like the human form shrinking into " the 
lean and slippered pantaloon," the Queen of the Adriatic sleeping 
on her muddy isles, and Rome itself is only to be ti'acod by fallen 
temples and buried columns, the youthful vigor of America is 
fast covering the wilds of the West with the haopiest fi'uits of 
human industry. 

By tJio Manhattnnese who is familiar with the foi-est of masts, 
the miles of wharves, the countless villas, the hundred churches, 
the castles, the smoking and busy vessels that crowd bis bay, 
the daily increase and the general movement of his native 
town, the picture we are about to sketch will scarcely be rec<^- 
nised. Ho who shall come a generation later will probably 
smile, that subject of admiration should have been found in the 
existing condition of the city ; and yet we shall attempt to carry 
the recollections of the reader but a century back in the brief 
historj- of his country. 

As the sun rose on the morning of the 3d of June, 171-, the 
report of a cannon was heard rolling along the waters of the 
HudsoQ. Smoke issued from an embrasure of a small forbreHS, 
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that stood on the point of land where the river and the baj 
mingle their waters. The explosion was followed by the appear- 
ance of a flag, which, as it rose to the summit of its staff and 
unfolded itself hearily in the light curreot of air, showed the htue 
field and red cross of the English ensign. At the distance of 
several miles, the dark masts of a ship were to be seen, faintly 
relieved by the verdant background of the heights of Staten 
Island. A little cloud floated over this object, and then an 
answering signal came dull and rumbling to the town. The 
flag that the cruiser set was not visible in the distance. 

At the precise moment that the noise of the first gim was 
heard, the door of one of the principal dwellings of the town 
opened, and a man, who might have been its master, appeared 
on its stoop, as the ill-arranged enti'ances of the buildings of the 
place are still termed. He was seemingly prepared for some 
expedition that was likely to consume the day. A black of 
middle age followed the burgher to the threshold ; and another 
negix), who had not yet reached the statute of manhood, bore 
under his arm 3 small bundle, that probably contained articles 
of the first necessity to the comfort of his master. 

" Thrift, Mr. Euchd, thrift is your ti'Ue philosopher's stone," 
commenced, or rather continued in a rich full-mouthed Dutch, 
the propi-ietor of the dwelimg, who had evidently been giidng a 
leave-taking charge to his piineipal slave, before quitting the 
house—" Thrift hath made many a man rich, but it never 
yet brought any one to want It is thrift which has built 
up the credit of my house, and, though it is said by myself, 
a broader back and firmer base belongs to no merchant in 
Ihe colonies. You are but the reflectiim of your master's pros- 
penty, you rogue, and so much the greater need that you look 
to his interests. If the substance is wasted, what will beeomo 
of the shadow ? When I get delicate you will sicken ; when ] 
am a-bnngered, you will he famished ; when I die, you may be 
■ — ahem — Euclid. I leave thee in charge with goods and chiit- 
tels, house and stable, with my chaiacter in the neighborhood. 
I am going to the Lust in Eust, for a mouthful of better air. 
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Plague and fevers ! I believe tie people will continue to coma 
into this ciowded town, until it gets to be as pestilent as Rotter- 
dam in the dogdays. You have now come to years when 
A man obtains his reflection, boy, and I expect suitable care and 
discretion about the premises, while my back is turned. Now, 
hatkee, siiTah ; I am not entirely pleased with the charader of 
thy company. It is not altogether as respectable as becomes 
the confidential servant of a man of a certain station in the 
world. There are thy two cousins, Brom and Kobus, who are 
no better than a couple of blackguards; and as for the English 
negro, Diomede — he is a devil's imp ! Thou hast the other 
locks at disposal, and," drawing with visible reluctance the 
instrument from his pocket, " here is the key of the stable. 
Not a hoof is to quit it, but to go to the pump ; and see that 
each animal has its food to a minute. The devil's roysterers ! 
a Manhattan negro takes a Flemish gelding for a gaunt hound 
that is never out of breath, and away he goes at night, scamper- 
ing along the highways like a Yankee witch switching through 
the air on a bioomstick ; but mark rae, master Euclid, 1 have 
eyes in my head, as thou knowest by bitter experience ! D'ya 
remember, r^amuffin, tbe time when I saw thee, from the 
Kague, riding the beasts, as if tlie devil spurred them, along the 
dyke of Leyden, without remorse as without leave !" 

" I alway b'lieve some make-mischief tell Masser dat time," 
returned the negro sulkily, tliough not without doubt. 

" His own eyes were the tell-tales. If masters had no eyes, 
a pretty world would the negroes make of it ! I bave got tlie 
measure of every black heel on the island registered in the 
big book you see me so often looking into, especially on Sun- 
days ; and, if either of the tire-legs I have named dares to 
cuter my gi'ounds, let him expect to pay a visit to the city 
Provost. What do the wild-cats mean ! Do they think that 
the geldings were bought in Holland, with charges for break- 
ing in, shipment, insurance, freight, and risk of diseases, to have 
their flesh melted from tlieii' ribs like a cook's candle 1" 

" Ere no'tin' done in all 'e island, but a color" man do him 1 
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THE WATER-WITCH. 13 

He do a mischief, and he do all a work, too 1 I won'er what 
color Masser t'ink war' Captain Kidd V 

" Black or white,. he was a rank rogue ; and you see the end 
he came to. I wajrant you, now, that water-thief began hia 
iniquities by riding the neighbors' horses at night. His fate 
sJiould be a warning to every nigger in the colony. The imps 
of darkness ! The English have no such scarcity of rogues 
at liomc, that they cOuld not spare us the pirate to hang up on 
one of the islands, as a scarecrow to the blacks of Manhat- 

"Well, I t'ink 'e sight do a white man some good, too," 
returned Euclid, who had all the pertinacity of a spoiled Dutch 
negro, singularly blended with affection for him in whose 
service he had been bom, " I bear ebbery body say, 'ere war' 
but two color' man in he ship, and 'em both war' Gninea- 

" A modest tongue, thou midnight scamperer ! look to 
my geldings. — Here — hero are two Dutch florins, three stivers, 
and a Spanish pistareen for thee ; one of the florins is for thy 
old mother, and with the others thou canst lighten thy heart in 
the Pans merrymakings — if I hear th^ either of thy rascally 
cousins, or the English Momode, has put a leg across beast of 
mine, it will be the worse for all Africa 1 Famine and skele- 
tons ! here have I been seven years trying to fatten the nags, 
and they still look more like weasels than a pair of solid geld- 

The close of this speech was rather muttered in the distance, 
and by way of soliloquy, than actually administered to the 
namesake of the great mathematician. The air of the negro 
liad been a Httle equivocal during the parting admonition. 
Tliere was an evident stru^le in hia mind between an innate 
love of disobedience and a secret dread of his master's means 
of information. So long as the lattflr continued in sight, the 
black watched his form in doubt; and when it had turned 
a comer, he stood at a gaze for a moment, with a negro 
on a neighboring stoop ; then both shook their heads signi- 
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ficantly, laughed aloud, and retired. Tliat night the confiden- 
tial servant attended to the in1«resta of his absent master with 
a fidelity and care which proved he felt his own existence identi- 
fied with that of a man who claimed so close a right in his pe^ 
Bon ; and just as the clock struck ten, he and the negi^o lasl 
mentioned mounted the sluggish and over-fattened horses, and 
galloped as hard aa foot could he laid to the earth, several miles 
deeper into the bland, to attend a frolic at one of the usual 
haunts of the people of their color and condition. 

Had Aldei-man Myndort Van Beverout suspected the cala- 
mity which was so soon to succeed his abseaeo, it is proba- 
ble that his mien would have been less composed, as ho 
pureued his way from his own door, on the occasion named. 
That he had confidence in the virtue of his menaces, how- 
ever, may be inferred fi'om the tranquillity which imniedi- 
afely took possession of features that were never disturbed 
without wealing an appearance of unnatural effort. The 
substantial burgher was a little turned of fifty ; and an English 
wag who had imported from the mother country a love for tho 
humor of his nation, had once, in a conflict of wits before 
the city council, described him to he a man of alliterationa. 
When called upon to explain away this breach of parliamentary 
decorum, the punster had got rid of the matter by describ- 
ing his opponent to be " short, solid, and sturdy in stature ; 
full, flushed, and funny in face ; and proud, ponderous, and 
praginalJcal in propensities." But, as is usual, in all sayings of 
effoi-t, there was more smartness than truth in this description ; 
though, after making a trifling allowance for the coloring 
of pohtical rivalry, the reader may receive its physical poilion 
a» sufficiently descriptive to answer all the necessary purposes 
of this tale. If we add, that he was a trader of gTea,t wealth 
and shrewdness, and a bachelor, we need say no more in 
this stage of the narrative. 

Notwithstanding the early hour at which this industrious and 
flourishing merchant quitted his abode, his movement along the 
narrow streels of his native town was measured and dignified. 
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Uore than once he stopped to speak to some favorite family- 
aen'ant, invariably terminating his inquiries after the health ol 
the master, by some facetious obseri'ation adapted to the habits 
and capacity of the slave. From this it would seem, that, while 
te had so exaggerated notions of domestic discipline, the worthy 
burgher was far from being one who indulged, by inclination, 
in the menaces he has been heai'd fo utter. lie had just dis- 
missed one of these loitering negroes, when, on turning a comer, 
a man of his own color, for the first time tiiat moiuing, suddenly 
stood before him. The startled citizen made an involuntary 
movement to avoid the unexpected interview, and then, perceiv- 
ing the difficiilty of such a step, he submitted, with as good a 
grace as if it had been one of his own seeliing, 

''The orb of day — the morning gun — and Mr. Alderraaa 
Van Eeverout!'' exclaimed the individual encountered. "Such 
is the order of events, at this early hour, on each successive 
revolution of our earth." 

The countenance of the alderman had barely time to recover 
its composure, ere he was required fo answer to this free and 
somewhat facetiou'i salutation. Uncovering his head, he bowed 
so ceremoniously as to leave the other no reason to exult in his 
pleasantry, as he answered— 

" The colony has reason to regret the services of a governor 
who can quit bis bed so soon. That we of business habits stir 
betimes is quite in reason ; but there are those in this town, 
who would scai'ce believe their eyes did they enjoy my present 
happiness." 

" Sir, there are many in this colony who have great reason to 
distrust their senses, tliough none can be mistaken in believing 
ilicy see Alderman Van Beveix>ut in a well-employed man. 
lie that deaietli in the produce of the beaver must have the 
animal's perseverance and forethought ! Now, were I a king-at- 
srius, there should be a concession made in tliy favor, Myndert, 
of a shield bearing the animal mordant, a mantle of fur, with 
two Mohawk hunters for supporters, and the motto, ' Industiy.'" 

"Or what think you, my Lord," retumed the other, who did 
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not more than half relish die pleasantry of his companion, "<A 
a spoflees shield for a clear consdence, with an open hand for a 
crest, and the motto, ' FrugaJity and Justice V " 

"I like the open hand, though the conceit is pretending. I 
see you would intimate that the Van Beverouts have not need, 
nt this late day, to search a hei'ald's otEee for honors. I ro- 
inember, now I bethink me, on some occasion to have seen their 
bearings, a windmill, courant; dyke, coulant; field, vert sprink- 
led with black cattle— No! then, memory is treacherous; the 
morning air is pregnant with food for the imagination !" 

"Which is not a coin to satisfy a creditor, my Lord," said 
the caustic Myndert. 

"Therein has ti'uth been pithily spoken. This is an ill-judged 
step. Alderman Van Beverout, that lets a gentleman out by 
night, like the ghost in Hamlet, to flee into the narrow house 
with the crowing of the cock. The ear of my royal cousin hath 
been poisoned, worse than was the ear of ' murdered Denmark,' 
or the partisans of this Mister Hunter would have httle cause to 
tiiumph," 

"Is it not possible to g^ve such pledges to those who have 
turned the key, as will enable your lordship to apply the anti- 

Tlie question sti'uck a chord that changed the whole manner 
of the other. His sur, which had borne the character of a gen- 
tee! trifler, became more grave and dignified ; and notwithstand- 
ing there was the evidence of a reckless disposition in his features, 
dress, and cai'riage, his tall and not ungj'aeeful form, as he 
walked slowly onwards, by the side of the compact Alderman, 
was not without much of that insinuating ease and blandishment, 
which long famiUarity with good company can give even to the 
lowest moral worth, 

" Your question, worthy Sir, manifests gi'eat goodness of heart, 
and coiToborates that reputation for generosity, the world so 
freely gives. It is true that the Queen has been persuaded to 
sign the mandate of my recall, and it is certain that Mr. Hunter 
has the government of the colony ; but these ai'e facts that might 
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be revelled, were I once in a position to approach my kinswoman, 
I do not disclaim certain indiscretions, Sir ; it would ill become 
me to deny them, in presence of one whose virtue is as severe as 
that of Alderman Van Beverout. I have my failings ; perhaps, 
as yo'j have just been pleased to intimate, it would have been 
better had my motto been frugality ; but the open hand, dear 
Sir, IE a part of the design you will not deny me, either. If I 
luive weaknesses, my enemies cannot refiise to say that I never 
j'et deserted a friend." 

"Not having had occasion to tax your (Hendship, I shall not 
be the first to make the oharge." 

" Your impartiahly has eome to be a proverb ! ' As honest 
as Alderman Van Beverout,' 'as generous as Alderman Van 
Beverout,' are terms in each man's mouth ; some say ' as rich ;' 
{the small blue eye of the burgher twinkled.) But honesty, and 
riches, and generosity, ai'e of littlo itdue, without influence. 
Men should have their natural consideration in society. How 
is this colony rather Dutch than English, and yet, you see, how 
few names are found in the list of the Council, that have been 
known in the province half a century I Here ai'e your Alexan- 
ders and Ileathcotes, your Morris's and Kennedies, de Lanceys 
and Liringstons, filling the Council and the legislative halls ; 
but we find few of the Van Eensselaers, Van Courtlandts, Van 
Scbnylers, Stuyvesants, Van Beckmans, and Van Beverouts, in 
their natural stations. All nations and religions have precedency, 
in llie royal favor, over the children of the Patriarchs. The 
Bohemian Felipses; the Iluguenot de Lanceys, and Bayards, 
and Jays; the King-hatJng Morrises and Ludlows — in short, all 
have greater eslimation in the eyes of government, than the 
most ancient Pati'oon !" 

" Tills has long and truly been the case. I cannot remember 
when it was otherwise.'" 

" It may not be denied. But it would little become political 
discreUon to affect precipitancy in the judgment of character. 
If my own administration can be stigmatized with the same 
apparent prejudice, it proves the clearer how strong is misrepre- 



HD^tedbvCOOgle 



18 THEWATBH-WITOH, 

eentat n at home. Time waa wanting to enlighten my mind, 
and that t me has been refused me. In another year, my wor- 
thy S th Council should have been filled with Vans !" 

In ha case, my Lord, the unhappy condition in 
which you are now placed might indeed have been avoided." 

"Is it too lal« to arreat the evil? It ia time Anne had been 
undeceived, and her mind regMHed. There wanteth nothing 
to sueh a consummation of justice. Sir, but opportunity. It 
touches me to the heart, to think that this disgrace should 
befall one so near the royal blood! 'Tis a spot on the 
escutcheon of the crown that all loyal subjects must feel 
desirous to efface, and so small an effort would effect the 
object, too, with certain — Mr. Alderman Myndert Van Beve- 

"My Lord, late Grovemor," returned the other, observing 
that his companion hesitated. 

"What think yon of this Hanoverian settlement? — Shall a 
German wear the ci'own of a Plantagenet ?" 

" It hath been worn by a Hollander." 

" Aptly answered ! Worn, and worn woi'thily ! There is 
affinity between the people, and there is reason in that reply. 
How have I failed in wisdom, in not seeking earUer the aid of 
thy advice, excellent Sir ! Ah, Myndert, there is a blessing 
on the enterprises of all who come of the Low Countries !" 

"They are industrious to earn, and slow to squander." 

" That expenditure is the ruin of many a worthy subject I 
And yet acddent — chance — fortune — or whatever you may 
choose to call it, interferes nefariously at times with a gentle- 
man's prosperity. I am an adorer of constancy in friendship, 
Sir, and hold the principle that men should tud each other 
through this dark vale of hfe^Mr. Alderman Van Bcve- 

" My Lord Combury ?" 

" I waa about to say, that should I quit the Province witSiout 
expressing pai't of the regret I feel at not having sooner 
Hseertdned the me]its of its original owners, ana your own io 
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particular, I should do injustice to sensibilities that are only too 
Bcuto for the peace of him who endures them." 

"Is there then hope that your lordship's creditor will 
relent, or has the Earl furnished means to open the prison- 
door?" 

" Tou use the pleasantest terms, Sir !— but I love directness of 
language above all other qualities. No doubt the prison-door, 
as you have so clearly expressed it, might be opened, and lucky 
would be the man who should turn the key. I am pained 
when I think of the displeasure of the Queen, which, sooner 
or later, will surely ™it my luckless pei^eeiitors. On the 
other hand, I find rt-licf in thinking of the favor she will extend 
to those who have proved my friends in such a strait. Tliey 
tiiat wear crowns love not to see disgrace befall the meanest of 
lieir blood, for something of tie t^nt may sully even the 
ermine of Majesty, — Mr. Aldeiman !" 

"My Lord?" 

" — How fare the Flemish geldings V 

" Bravely, and many thanks, my Lord ; the rogues are fet as 
butter! There is hope of a little rest for the innocent, since 
business calls me to the Lust in Eust. ITiere should be a 
law, Lord Governor, to gibbet the black that rides a beast at 
night." 

"I bethought of some condign punishment for so heartlraa a 
crime, but there is little hope for it under the administration of 
this Mr. Hunter. Yes, Sir, were I once more in the presence 
of my royal cousin, there would quickly be an end to this 
delusion, and the colony should be once more restored to a 
healthful state. The men of a generation should cease to lord 
it over the men of a century. , But we must be wary of lettijig 
our design, my dear Sir, get wind ; it is a truly Dutch idea, 
and the profits, both pecuniary and political, should belong 
to tlio gentlemen of that descent — My dear . Van Beve- 
rout ?" 

"My good Lord?" 

" Is the blooming Alida obedient ? Trust me, there has to 
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iamily event occurred during my residence in the colony, in 
which I have taken a nearer interest than in that desirable 
connesion. The wooing of the young Patroon of Kinderhook 
is an affair of concern to the province. It is a meritoriouo 
youth !" 

" Witli an excellent estate, my Lord !" 

"And a gi'avity beyond his yeare." 

" I would give a guarantee, at a risk, tJiat twothirds of hia 
income go to increase the capital, at the beginning of eacb 

" He seems a man to live on air !" 

" My old friend, the last Patroon, left noble assets," 
continued the Alderman, rubbing hb hands; "besides the 
manor." 

" Which is no paddock !" 

"It reaches from the Iludson to the Ime of Massachusetts. 
A hundrei.1 thousand acres of hill and bottom, and well peopled 
by fmgal Hollanders," 

" Respectable in possession, and a mine of gold in reversion ! 
Such men, Sir, should be cherished. We owe it to bis station 
to admit him to a share of this our project to undeceive the 
Queen. How supeiior are the claims of such a gentleman to 
the empty pretensions of your Captain Ludlow I" 

" He has truly a very good and improving estate !" 

"These Ludlows, Sir, people that fied the realm for plotting 
against the crown, are offensive to a loyal subject Indeed, too 
much of thb objection may be imputed to many in the prounce, 
tliat come of English blood. I am sorry to say that they are 
fomenters of discord, disturbera of the public mmd, and captious 
disputants about prerogatives and nested nghts But there is a 
repose in the Dutch character wbch lends it dignity ! Tho 
descendants of the Hollandera are men to be counted on; 
where we leave them to-day we see Ihem to morrow. As we 
Bay in politics, Sir, we know whcie to tmd them Does it not 
seem to you particularly offensi\e th it this Captain Ludlow 
should command the only royal cruiser on the station ? 
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"I should like it better, my Lord, were ha to Berva is 
Europe," returned the Aldeiinaii, glancing a look behind him, 
and lowering his voice. " There was lately a rumor that hia 
ship was in truth to be sent among the islands.'' 

" Matters are getting very wrong, most worthy sir; and the 
greater the necessity tliere should be one at court to undeceive 
the Queen. Innovators should be made to ^ve way to men 
whose names are historical in the colony." 

" 'T would be no worse for Her Majesty's credit.'' 

" 'Twould be another jewel in her crown ! Should this 
Captain Ludlow actually many your niece, the family would 
altogether change ita character — I have the worst memory — 
thy motlier, Myndert, was a — a — " 

" The pious woman was a Van Busser.'' 

" The union of thy sister with the Huguenot tlien reduces tie 
fair Alida to the quality of a half-blood. The Ludlow connexion 
would destroy the leaven of the race ! I think the man is 
penniless !" 

"I cannot say that, my Lord, for I would not willingly 
injure the credit of my worst enemy; but, though wealthy, 
he is far from having the estate of the yoimg Patroon of 
Kinderhook." 

" He should indeed be sent into the Indies — Myndert ?" 

"My Lord?" 

" It would be unjust to my sentiments in favor of Mr. Oloff 
Van Staats, were we to exclude him from the advantages of our 
project. This much shall I exact from your friendship, in his 
favor ; the necessary sum may be divided, in moieties, between 
you ; a common bond shall render the affair compact ; and 
then, as we shall be masters of gur own secret, there can he little 
doubt of the prudence of our measures. The amount is written 
111 this bit of paper." 

" Two thousand pounds, my Lord !" 

" Pardon me, my dear sir ; not a penny more tlian one 
lor each of you. Justice to Van Staats requires that you let 
him into the affair. Were it not for the suit with your niece, I 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



should take the young gentleman with me, to push his (ortunea 
at court." 

"Truly, my Lord, this greatly exceeds my means. The high 
prices of furs the past season, and delays in returns, ha^e placed 
« seal upon our silver " 

" The premium would be high." 

" Coin is getting so scarce daily, that the face of a Carolua ia 
almost as great a stranger as the face of a debtor " 

" The returns certain.'' 

" While one's creditors meet him at every comer " 

" The concern would be altogether Dutch." 

" And last advices from Holland tell us to reserve our 
gold for some estraordinaiy movements in the commercial 
world." 

" Mr, Alderman Myndert Van Beverout !" 

" My Lord Viscount Cornbury — — " 

" Plutus preserve thee, sir — ^but have a care ; though I scent 
the morning air, and must return, it is not forbid to tell the 
secrets of my prison-house. There is one in yonder cage 
who whispers that the ' Skimmer of the Seas' is on the coast! 
Be wary, worthy burgher, or the second part of the tragedy of 
Kidd may yet be enacted in these seas." 

" I leave such transactions to my superiors," retorted the 
Alderman, with another stiff and ceremonious bow. " Enter- 
prises that are said to have occupied the Earl of Bellamont, 
Governor Fletoher, and my Lord Cornbury, are above the ambi- 
tion of an humble merehant." 

"Adieu, tenacious sir; quiet thine impatience for the extra- 
ordinary Dutoh movements!" said Cornbury, aSecting to laugh, 
though he secretly felt the sting the other had applied, since 
common report implicated not only him, but his two official 
predecessors, in several of the lawless proceedings of the Ameri- 
can Buccaneers ; "Be vigilant, or la demoiselle Barberie will 
give another cioss to the purity of the stagnant pool I" 

The bows that were exchanged were strictly in character. 
The Alderman was UQUfAve^ rigid, and formal, while his com- 
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panion could not forget his ease of manner, even at a moment 
of so much vexation. Foiled in an effort that nothing but hia 
desperate condition, and nearly desperate character, could have 
induced him to attempt, the degenerate descendant of the vir- 
tuous Clarendon walked towards his place of confinement with 
the step of one who assumed a superiority over his fellows, and 
yet with a mind so indurated by habitual depravity, as lo have 
left it Bcarcely the tjace of a dignified or virtuous quality. 
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CHAPTER n. 



The philosophy of Alderman Van Beverout was not easily 
disturbed. Still there was a play of the nether muscles of 
the face, which might be construed info self-complacency 
at his victory, while a certain contraction of those which 
contj'olled the expression of the forehead seemed to betray 
a full consciousness of the imminent risk he had run. The left 
hand was thrust into a pocket, where it diligently fingered tbe 
provision of Spanish coin without which the merchant never 
left his abode ; while the other struck the cane it held on 
the pavement, with the force of a resolute and decided man. In 
this manner he proceeded in his walk for several minutes longer, 
shortly quitting the lower streets, to enter one that ran along the 
ridge which crowned the land in that quarter of the island. 
Here he soon stopped before the door of a house which, in that 
provincial town, had altogether the air of a patrician dwell- 
ing. 

Two false gables, each of which was surmounted by an 
iron weathercock, intersected the roof of this building, and 
the high and nari'ow stoop was built of the red fre«-stone 
of the country. The material of the edifice itself was, as usual, 
the small, hard brick of Holland, painted a delicate cream- 
color. 

A single blow of the massive glittering knocker brought 
a servant to the door. The promptitude with which this sum- 
mons was answered showed tiiat, notwithstanding the early hour, 
the Alderman was an expected guest. The countenance of him 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



who ticted as porter betvaywl no surprise wlieii lie saw the per- 
son who applied for aJjuission, ami every inoveinent of the 
black denoted preparation anil I'eaUiness for his rece])Uon. 
Declining his invitiitiou to enter, however, the Alibrmaii placed 
his hack against the iron railing of the stoop, and openetl a 
discourse with the negio. The latter was aged, with a giiz/led 
bend, a noso that was levelled nearly to the phine of his face, 
features tliat were wrinkled and confused, and with a form 
which, thongh still solid, was bending ivith its load of years. 

" Urave cheer to lliee, old Cupid !" commenced the bm^her, 
in the hearty and cordial manner witli which the masters of 
that peiiod were wont to address their indulged slaves. " A clear 
consdence is a good night-cap, and yoii look blight as tJie 
moniing snn ! I Lo]>e my friend tlio young Patrjoii has slept 
sound as youi'self, . and that he has shown hia face already 
to prove it." 

The negro answered with the slow clipping manner that cha- 
racterized his condition' and yeai^. 

"Ile'm werry wakeful, Masser Al'erman. 1 t'ink he no 
sleep half he time lately. All ho a'tiverty and wiwacerty 
gone, an' he do rio siuglo 'ling hut smoke. A gentlo'um who 
smoke alway, Masser A!'eiiiiaii, get to be a melercholy man 
at last. I do t'itik 'ere be one young lady in York who bo 
he deaf some time !" 

" Well find the means to get the pipe out of his month," 
B^d the other, looking askance at the blaek, as if to express 
more than he uttered. " Romance and pretty girls ]ilay 
the deuce with our philosophy iu youth, as tliou knowest 
by experience, old Cupid." 

" I no good for any t'ing dat-a-way now, not'iug," calmly 
returned the black, " I see a one time, when few color' man in 
York liab more respect among a fair sec', but dat a great while 
gone by. Now, da modder of your Euclid, Masser Al'ennan, 
war' a pretty woman, di>' she hab but poor condiic'. Den 
a war' young hnrsolf, and I use to \-isit at do Ai'ennan's 
fadder's; afora a English come, and when ole Patiuon war' 
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a young man. Golly 1 I great affection for Euclid, do' a young 
dog iiebber come a neai- me !" 

" He's a blackguard ! My back is no sooner turned than 
the rascal's atop of one of his master's geldings." 

"He'm werry young, master Mya'ect; no one get ms'om 
'fore a gray hair.'' 

" He's forty, every minute ; and the rogue gets impudence 
with his years. Age is a reverend and respectable condition, 
when it brings grayity and thought; but, if a young fool be 
tiresome, an old fool is contemptible. I'll warrant me, you 
never were so thoughtless, or so heartless, Cupid, as to ride an 
over-worked beast at night" 

" Well, I get pretty ole, massa Myn'ert, an' I foi^t all he 
do when a young man. But here be 'e Patroon, who know 
how tc tell 'e Al'emian such t'ing better than a poor color' 

" A fair rising and a lucky day to you, Patroon," cried the 
Aldeiman, saluting a lai'ge, sloiv-moi-ing, gentlemanly-looking 
young man of five-and-twenty, who advanced, with the gravity of 
one of tvvice that number of years, from the interior of the house 
towai-ds its outer door. " The winds are bespoken, and here is 
as fine a day as ever shone out of a clear sky, whether it came 
from the pure atmosphere of Holland, or of old England itself. 
Colonies and patronage ! If die people on the otlier side of the 
ocean had more faitli in motlicr Nature, and less opinioB of 
themselves, they would find it very tolerable breathing in the 
plantations. But the conceited rogues are like the man who 
blew the bellows, and fancied he made the music ; and there is 
never a hobbling imp of them all, but he believes he is sttaightar 
and sounder than the best in the colonies. Here is our hay, 
now, as smooth as if it were shut in with twenty dykes, and the 
voyage will he as safe as if it were made on a canal." 

" Dat werty well, if 'a do it," grumbled Cupid, who busied 
himself afieetionately about the person of liis master ; " I t'ink 
it alway better to travel on 'e land, when a gentle'um own so 
Mueh as massa Oloif. Der' war' 'e time a ferry-boat go down, 
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?rid crowd of people ; and nobody eber como up again to saj 
how he feeL'' 

"Here is some mistake," interrupted the Alderman, throwing 
an. uneasy glance at his young fi'iend. " I count four-anJ-fil'ty 
years, and remember no sueh calamity." 

" He'm weiTy sing'iar how a young folk do forget 1 'Ere 
war' drown six people in dat weny boat. A two Yankee, a 
Canada Frenchman, and a poor woman from a Jarseys. Ebery 
body war' weny sorry for a poor woman from a Jaraeya 1 " 

" Thy tally is false, master Cupid," promptly rejoined the 
Alderman, who was rather expert at figures. " Two Yankees, 
a Frenchman, and your Jcvaey woman, make but four." 

" Well, den, I s'pose 'ere war' one Yankee ; but I know all 
war' drown, for 'e Gubenor lose he fine coach-horses in dat 
weny boat." 

" The old fellow is right, sure enough ; for I remember the 
calamity of the torses, as if it were but yesterday. But Death 
is monarch of the earth, and none of us may hope fo escajw his 
scythe when the appointed hour shall come ! . Here are no nags 
to lose to-day ; and we may commence our voy^e, Patroori, 
with cheerftd faces and light hearts. Shall we proceed ?" 

OJoff Van Staats, or the Patroon of Einderhook, as by the 
courtesy of the colony he was commonly termed, did not want 
for persona! firmness. On the contrary, like most of those who 
were descended from tie ITollandei-s, he was rather distinguished 
for steadine^ in danger, and obstinacy in resistance. The little 
skirmish which had just taken place between liis friend and bis 
bLh e, hid proceeded from their several apprehensions ; the one 
fethng a sort of pai'ental interest in his safety, and the other 
hanng paiticular reasons for wishing him to persevere in his 
intention to embark, instead of any justifiable catKe in the cha- 
racter of the young proprietor himse!£ A agn to the boy who 
bore his portmanteau, settled the controveray ; when Mr. Van 
Btaats intimated his readiness to move. 

Cupid lingered on the stoop until his master had lume'i a 
eorner ; then, shaking his head with all the misgivings of an 
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igiioi'ant and supei'stitiotis inind, lie diove the young fry of 
•jJacks, ivho thronged tlic door, into the house, closing all after 
hun with sci'iipulous care. ]Iow fiir the presentiment of tte 
black was warranted by the event, will be seen in the course of 
the nari'ative. 

The wide avenue in which Olotf Van Staats dwelt was but a 
few hundred yards in length. It temiinated, at one end, with 
the foilress, and at the other it was crossed by a high stockade, 
whicli bore ^le name of the city walls; a defence that was pro- 
tided against any sudden irniption of the Iwdians, who then 
Luntenl, and even dwelt, in some numbare, in the lower counties 
of the colony. 

It reqiiii'es great familiarity with the growth of the town, to 
recognise, ia tliis description, the noble street that now runs for 
a league through the centre of the island. From this avenue, 
which was tlien, as it is still, called the Broadway, our adven- 
turers descended into a lower quailer of the town, holding free 
converee by the way. 

" That Cupid is a negro to keep tlie roof on a house, in its 
master's absence, Patroon," observed the Alderman, soon after 
they had left the stoop. " Ho looks like a padlock ; and ona 
might sleep without a dream, with such a guartUan near hia 
dweUing. I wish I had brought tlie honest fellow the key of 
my stable," 

"I have heard my father say that the keys of his own were 
always better near his own pillow," coolly returned the proprie- 
tor of a hundred thousand acres. 

" Ah, the curse of Cmii ! It is needless to look for the fur of 
a marten on the back of a eat. But, Mr. Van Staats, while 
walking to your door this morning, it was my fortune to meet 
the late governor, who is pemiittfid by his creditors to take the 
air at an hour when he thinks the eyes of the impertinent will 
be shut, I believe, Patroon, yon were so lucky as to get back 
your moneys before the ioyal displeasure iTsited the man l" 

"I was so lucky as never to trust him." 

"That was better still, for it would have been a barren invest- 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



ment — ^grcat jeopardy to princi^jal, and no returu. But we had 
discourse of various interests ; and, among otliers, BomotJiing 
was hazarded concerning jour amatorj- pretensions to my 

" Neither the wishes of Oloff Van Btjiats, nor tlie inclinations 
of la belle Barberie, are a subject for the Governor in Council," 
said the Patroon of liinderhook, stifHy. 

" Nor was it thus treated. The Viscount spoke me feir, aiid, 
had he not pushed the matter beyond discretion, we might have 
coma to happier conclusions." 

" I am glad that there was some restraint iu the discourse." 

" The man certainly eseecded reason, for he led tlie confer- 
ence into personalities that no prudent man could relish. Still, 
he said it was possible that the Coquette might yet be ordered 
for service among the islands ! " 

It has been said, that Olofi' Van Staats was a fair personable 
young man of vast stature, and with much of the lur of a gen- 
tleman of his country ; for, though a British subject ho was 
rather a Hollander in feehngs, habit?, and opinions. He colored 
at the allusion to the presence of his known rival, though his 
companion was at a loss to discover whether pride or vexation 
was at the bottom of his emotion. 

" If Captain Ludlow prefer a cruise in the Indies to duty 
on this coast, I hope he may obtain his wish," was the cautious 
answer. 

" Your liberal man enjoys a sounding name, and an empty 
coifer," observed the Alderman, drily, " To me it seems that a 
petition to the admiral to send so meritorious an officer on 
service where he may distinguish himself should deserve his 
thanks. The freebooters are playing the devil's game with 
the sugar ti'ade, and even the French are getting troublesome, 
further south." 

"He has certainly the reputation of an active cruiser," 

"BUxum and philosophy 1 If you wish to succeed witli 
Alida, Patroon, you must put more briskness into the adventure. 
Tlie sprl baa a cross of the Frenchman in her temper, and uone 
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of your deliberations and taciturnitiea will gain the day. Tins 
visit to tbe Lust in Kust is Cnpid's own liandiwovk, and I htipa 
to see 3'ou botli return to town as amieable as the Stadtliokler 
and tlie St.ites General, after a sh.arp struggle for the year's 
subsidy lias been settled by a eomproniias." 

" Tlie success of this suit is the afiair nearest my " Tlie 

young nian paused as if surpiised at his own com muni eativo- 
ness ; and, taking advantage of tJie haste in which his toilette 
had been inadi;, he thrnst a hand info his vest, covering with 
its broad palrn a portion of the human frame which poets do 
not describe as the seat of the passions. 

"If you mean stomach. Sir, you will not have reason to be 
disappointed," retorted the Alderman, a Uttle more severely 
than was usual witJi one so cautious. "The heiress of Myndert 
Van Beverout will not be a penniless bride, and Monsieur 
Barbferie did not close the books of life without taking good 
care of the balance-sheet — but yonder are those devils of 
ferrymen quitting the wharf without us! Scamper ahead, 
Brutus, and tell fliem to wait the legal minute. The rogues 
are never esact; sometimes starting before I am ready, and 
sometimes keeping me waiting in the sun, as if I were no better 
than a dried dunlish. Punctuality is the soul of business, 
and one of my habits does not hke to be ahead nor bshir.d his 

In this manner the worthy buvghef, who would liave been 
glad to regulate the movements of others, on all occasions, i 
good deal by liis own, vented his complaints, while lie and hia 
companion huriied on to overtake the slow-moving boat in 
which they were to embark. A brief description of the scene 
will not he without intei'cst to a generation that may be termed 
modern in reference to tlie time in which we write. 

A deep narrow creek penetrate 11 Id h p nt, for 
the distance of a quarter of ail Eal f hk had a 
row of buildings, as the hous 1 1 n 1 es of 

Holland. As the natural con f 1 1 essarily 

respected, the street had taken a un n unhk h of a 
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new moon. Tlie houses wore ultra-Diitth, beiiig low, angular, 
fastiJiousIj' neat, and all eroctod with their gables to the street 
Eaeli liad its ugly and inconvenient entrance, tevmud a stoop, 
ils vane or weathercoolf, its donner-mndows, and its graduated 
battloroent/-walls. Near tho apex of one of the latter, a little 
iron crane projected into the street. A small boat, of tJie same 
metal, swung from its end,— a sign that the building to which 
it was appended was the ferry-house. 

An inlierent love of artifldal and confined navigation baJ 
probably induced the burghers to select this spot as the placi 
whence so many craft departed from the town : since it ia 
certain that tlie two rivers could have furnished divers points 
more favorable for such an object, inasmuch as they possess the 
advantage of wide and unobstructed channels. 

Fifty blacks were already in the street, dipping theii' brooms 
into the creek, and flourishing tvat^r over the ride-walks, and on 
the fronts of the low edifices. This light but diuly duty was 
relieved by clamorous collisions of wit, and by shouts of merri- 
ment, in which the whole street would join, as with one joyous 
and reckless movement of the spirit. 

The language of this tight-hearted and noisy race was Dutch, 
already corrupted by English idioms, and occasionally by 
Enghsh words ; — a system of change that ha.s probably ^ven 
rise to an opinion, among some of the descendimts of the earlier 
colonists, that the latter tongue is merely a patois of the former. 
This opinion, which so much resembles that certain well-read 
English scholara entert^ned of the plagiarisms of the continental 
wi-itei's, when they flret began to dip into tlieir works, is not 
strictly true ; since the language of England has probably 
bestowed as much on the dialect of which we speak, as it has 
ever received from the purer sources of the school of Holland. 
Qore and there a grave burgher, still in his night^^ap, might 
bo seen with a head thrust out of an upper window, listening to 
these barbarisms of sijeech, and taking note of all the merry 
jibes that flew from mouth to mouth with an indomitable 
ffravity that no levity of those beneath could undermine. 
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As the mOTement of the ferry-boat was necessari[y slow, the 
Alderman and his companion were enabled to step into it 
before the fiists were thrown aboard. The Periagua, as the 
craft was called, partook of a European and an Americaii 
character. It possessed the length, narrowness, and clean how 
of the canoe, from which its name was derived, with tlie flat 
hottom and lee-boards of a boat constructed for the shallow 
waters of the Low Countries. Twenty years ago vessels of this 
desci'iption abounded in our rivers, and even now their two long 
and unsupported masts and high narrow-headed sails are daily 
Been bending like reeds to the breeze, and dancing hghtly over 
the billows of the bay. There is a variety of the class of a size 
and pretension altogether superior to that just mentioned, 
which deserves a place among the most picturesque and striking 
boats that float. He who has had occasion to na^-igate the 
southern shore of the Sound must have often seen the vessel to 
which we allude. It is distinguished by its great length, and 
masts which, naked of cordage, rise from the hull like two tall 
and faultless trees. When the eye tuns over the daring height 
of canvas, the noble confidence of the rig, and sees the compara- 
tively vast machine handled with ease and grace by the 
dexterity of two fearless and expert mariners, it excites some 
such admiration as that which springs from the liew of a severe 
temple of antiquity. The nakedness and simplicity of the 
construction, coupled with the boldness and rapidity of its 
movements, impart to the craft an air of grandeur that its 
ordinary uses would not give reason to expect. 

Though, in some respects, of singularly aquatic habits, the 
ori^al colonists of New York were far less adventui'ons, as 
mariners, than their present descandauta. A passage across the 
bay did not often occur in the tranquil hves of the burghers ; 
and it is sljil within the memory of man, that a voyage between 
the two prindpal towns of the state was an event to excite the 
BoMcitude of friends, and the anxiety of the traveller. The penis 
of tlie Tappaan Zee, as one of the wider reaches of the Hudson 
b stiJl termed, was often dealt with by the good wives of the 
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colony, in tliPir relations of marvels; and she who had oftenest 
eneounteied tliera unharmed, was deemed a sort of maiiue 
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It Las been said that the petiagua was in motion, before our 
two adventurers succeeded in stepping on board. Tte arrival 
of the Patroon of Kinderhook and of Alderman Van Beverout 
was expected, and the schipper bad taken his departlire at the 
precise moment of the turn in the current, in order to show, 
with a sort of pretending independence which has a peculiar 
chanii for men in his situation, that "time and tide wait foi 
no man." Still there were limits to his decision ; for, while he 
put the boat in motion, especial care was talten that the eir- 
cuiustiince should not snfeject a customer so important and 
constant as tiie Alderman, to any serious inconvenience. When 
he and his friend had embarked, the painters were thrown 
aboard, and the crew of the ferry-boat began to set their vessel, 
in earnest, towards the mouth of the creek. During these 
movements, a young negi'o was seated in the how of the peria- 
gua, with his legs dangling, one on each side of the cut-water, 
forming no tad apology for a figure-head. He held a conch to 
bis mouth, and with his two glossy cheeks inflated like those of 
Eoliis, and his dark ghttering eyes expressing the dehght he 
found in drawing sounds from the shell, he continued to ^ve 
forth the signal for departure. 

" Put up the conch, thou bawler 1" cried, the Alderman, giving 
the younker a rap on his naked poll, in passing, with the end 
of his cane, that might have disturbed the harmony of one less 
bent on clamor, "A thousand windy trumpeters would be 
silence itself compared to such a pair of lungs ! How now, 
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T Schipper, is this your punctuality, to start before /onr 
ready 3" 

The uDdisturbed boatman, without removing Qie pipe fl'om hia 
mouth, poiated to the bubbles on the water which were already 
floating outward, a certain evidence that the tide was on the ebb. 

" I care nothing for your ins and ouls, yow ebba and floods," 
returned the Alderman, in beat. " There is no better time-piece 
fhan the leg and eye of a punctual man. It is no mora pleasant 
to go before one is ready, than to tarry when all business is done. 
Harkee, Master Sehipper, you are not the only navigator in this 
bay, nor is your craft the swiftest that was ever launched. Have 
a care ; though an acquiescing man by nature, I know how to 
encourage an opposition, when the public good seriously calls 
for my support," 

To the attack on himself, the schipper was stoically indifferent, 
but to impeach the quahfies of the peiiagua was to attack one 
who depended solely on his eloquence for vindication. Eemoving 
his pipe, therefore, he rejoined on the Alderman, with that sort 
of freedom that (he sturdy Hollanders never foiled to use to ^1 
offenders, regardless alike of rank or personal qualities. 

" Der wind-gal! and Alderman," he growled, in the dialect of 
the country ; " I should be glad to see the boat in York-bay that 
can show the Milk-Maid her stern [ The Mayor and council- 
men had better order the tide to turn when they please ; and 
then as each man will think of his own pleasure, a pretty set of 
whirlpools they will give us in the hai'bor I" 

The schipper, having delivered himself of his sentiments to 
this eflect, resumed his pipe, like a man who felt he deserved 
the meed of victory, whether he were to receive it or not. 

" It is useless to dispute with an obstinate man," muttered 
Ihe AldeiTnan, making his way through vegetable baskets, butfer- 
tubs, and all the garniture of a marketrboat, to the place occupied 
by hia niece, in the stem sheets. " Good morrow to thee, Ahda 
dear ; early rising will make a flower-garden of thy cheeks, and 
ihe fresh air of the Lust in Kust will give even thy roses a deeper 
MocKn." 
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The mollified burgher then saluted the cheek whose bloom 
iiail been deepened by his remark, witli a warmth that showed 
lie ivas not without natural affection; touched bia hat, in return 
for a low bow that he I'eceived from an aged white manservant, 
in a clean but ancient livery ; and nodded to a young negtess, 
whose second-hand tinery sufficiently showed she was a peisiinal 
attendant cf tlie heii'ess. 

A second glance at Alida de Barbferie was scarcely necessary 
to betray her mixed descent. From her Norman father, a Ilu- 
(j'Tienot of the petJte noblesse, she had inherited hef raven hair, 
the lai'ge, biilliant, eoal-blaek eyes, in whicb wildness was singu- 
larly relieved by sweetness, a classical and faultless profile, and 
a form which was both taller and more flexible than commonly 
fell to the lot of the damsels of Holland. From her mother, la 
belle Barberie, as the maiden was often playfully termed, had 
received a akin fair and spotless as the flower of Fiance, and a 
bloom which rivalled tlie rich tints of an evening sky in her 
native land. Some of the embonpoint, for which the sister of 
(be Alderman was a little remarkable, had descended also to 
her fairer daughter. In Aiida, however, tliis peculiarity did not 
exceed the fulness which became her years, rounding her person 
and softening the outlines of her form, rather than diminishing 
its ease and grace. These personal advantages were embellished 
by a neat but modest travelling habit, a little beaver that was 
shaded by a cluster of drooping feathers, and a mien that, under 
the embarrassment of her situation, preserved the happiest me 
dium between modesty and perfect self-possession. 

When ASderman Van Beverout joined this fair creature, in 
whose future happiness he was fully justified in taking tlie deep 
interest which he has betrayed in some of thoi^pening scenes oE 
tiiis volnme, he found her engaged in a courteous discourse irith 
the young man, who was generally considered as the one, among 
the numerous pretendeis to lier iitvor, who was most likely to 
succeed. Ilad other cause been wanting, this sight alone would 
have been sufficient to restore his good humor ; and, making a 
place for himself bj quietly dispossessing Francois, the domestic 
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of his niece, the persevering hntgher endeavored to encourage 
Rn intercoiu'se that Ue had reason to think must terminate in 
tlio result he botii meditated and desired. 

In the present effoit, however, tlie Alderman fwled. There 
ia a feeling which universally pervades landsmen and landswomen, 
when they firat embark on an element to which they are strau- 
gel's, that ordinarily shuts their mouths and renders them medi- 
lative. In the older and more observant travellers, it is obsei> 
vation and comparison ; while with the younger and more 
susceptible, it ia very apt to take the character of sentiment. 
Witlidut stopping to analyse the cause or the consequences, in 
tlie instance of the Pati'oon and la belle Barberie, it will be 
sufficient to state, that in spite of all the efforts of the worthy 
burgher, who had navigated the slu^sh creek too often to he 
the subject of any new emotions, his youtJifuI companions gradu- 
ally grew silent and thonghtfuL Though a celibate in Lis own 
person, Myndert had not now to learn that the infant god as 
often does his mischief through this quiet agency as in any other 
manner. He became, therefore, mute in his turn, watching the 
slow movement of tlie jwriagua with as much assiduity as if he 
saw his own image on the water. 

A quarter of an hour of this characteristic, and it is to be in- 
fenced agreeable navigation, brought the boat to tie mouth of 
the inlet Here a powerful effort forced her into tie fide's-way, 
and she might be said to put forth on her voyage. But while 
the black crew were trimming the sails, and making the other 
necessaiy preparations for departure, a voice was heard haihng 
them from the shore, with an order father than a request, that 
they would stay their movements. 

"Ililloa, the periagua!" it cried. "Ilaul over your head- 
Bheet, and jam the tiller down into the lap of that comfoi'table- 
looking old gentleman. Come; bear a hand, my hummere! 
or your racehorse of a ci'aft will get the bit into its mouth, and 

This summons produced a j^Miuse in the movements of the 
crow. After regarding each other, in snrprise and- admiration, 
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the watermen drew the head-sheet over, put the lielm a-Iee, 
without however invading the lap of the Alderman, and llie boat 
became stationaiy, at the dislance of a few rods from the shore. 
Wliile the new passenger was preparing to come off in a yawl, 
those who awaited his movements had leisure to examine his 
appearance, and to form their different surmises concerning his 
character. 

It is scarcely iiecessary to say, that the stranger was a son of 
(he ocean. He was of a firmly knit and active frame, standing 
exactly six feet in his stectings. The shoulders though square 
were compact, the chest full and higii, the Uinhs round, neat, 
and muscular, — the whole indicating a foim in which strength 
and activity were apportioned with the gi'eatest accuracy. A 
small bullet head was set firmly on its hroad foundation, and it 
was thiclily covered with a mass of broivn h^r that was already 
a little grizzled. The tace was that of a man of thirty, and it 
was worthy of the frame, being manly, bold, decided, and rather 
handsome ; though it expressed little more than high daring, 
pei'fact coolness, some obstinacy, and a certain degree of con- 
tempt for others, that its owner did not always take the trouble 
to conceal. The color was a rich, deep, and uniform red, such 
as much exposure is apt to ^ve to men whose complexions are 
by nature light and florid. 

The dress of the stranger was quite as remarkable as his per- 
son. He wore a short pea-jacket, cut tight and tastefully ; a 
little, low, and rakish cap, and full bell-mouthed trowsers, all in 
a spotlessly white duck ; a material well adapted to the season 
and the climate. The first was made without buttons, affording 
an apology for the use of a rich Indian shawl, that belted his 
body and kept the garment tight to his frame. Faultlessly clean 
hnen appeared through the opening above, and a collar of the 
same material fell over the gay bandanna, which was thrown, 
with a single careless turn, around his throat. The latter was 
a manufacture then Uttle knoivn in Eurojw, and its use was al- 
most entirely confined to seamen of the long voyage. One of 
its ends was suffered to blow about in the wind, hut the other 
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was brouglil liowii with care over the cheat, where it was con- 
fined, by springing the blade of a small knife with an ivory 
handle, in a manner to confine the silk to the linen ; a soit of 
breast-pin that is even now much ased by marines. If we add, 
that light canvas slippere, with foul-anchors worked in worsted 
upon their insteps, covered his feet, we shall say all that is ne- 
cessary of his attire. 

llie api>earance of one, of the air and dress we have j\ist do- 
scnbed, excited a strong sensation among the blacks who scrub- 
bed the stoops and pavements. He was closely attended to the 
pLico where he hailed the pcriagua, by four or five loungei's, who 
studied his manner and movemenls with the admiration that 
men of their class seldom fwl to bestow on those who bear about 
them tlie evidence of having passed hves of adventure, and per- 
haps of hardship and daring. Beckoning to one of these idlere 
to follow him, the hero of the India-shawl stepped into an empty 
boat, and easting loose its fiist, he sculled the light yawl towards 
the erafl which was awaiting his arrival. There was, in truth, 
Bomething in the reckless air, the decision, and the manly atti- 
tudes of so fine a specimen of a seaman, that might havQ at- 
tracted notice from those who were more practised in the world 
than the little crowd of admirers he left behind him. With an 
easy play of wrist and elbow, he caused the yawl to glide ahead 
like some indolent marine animal swimming through its element, 
and as he stood, firm as a planted statue, with a foot on each 
gunwale, there was much of that confidence ei'cated by his steadi- 
ness, tliat one acquires by viewing the repeated and successful 
etfoi-ts of a skilful rope-dancer. When the yawl reached tiie 
Eido of the periagua, he dropped a small Spanish coin into the 
open palm of the negro, and sprang on the side of the latter, 
with an exertion of muscle that sent the httle boat he quitted 
half-way back towai-ds the shore, leaving tiie frightened black 
to steady himself in his rocking tenement, in the best manner 
lie could. 

The tread and posture of the stranger, when he gained the 
half-deck of the periagua, were finely nautical, and confident to 
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audacity. lie seeiiietl to analyse tLe balf-maritirae cliaractet 
of the crew and passengei's at a glance, aTid to feel that sort of 
superiority over his comjianions which men of Lis profession 
were then a little too wont to enteitain towartls those ivhcee 
ambition could be bounded by terra-firma. His eye turned 
upwards at the simple rig and modest sails of the periagua, 
while Ilia upper lip curled with the knowing expression of a 
critic. Then kicting the fore-sheet clear of its elect, and suffer- 
ing the siul to fill, he stepped from one butter-tub to another, 
making a stepping-stone of the lap of a countiyraan by the 
way, and alighted in flie steni-sheels, in the midst of the paily 
of Alderman Van Beverout, with the agility and fearlessness of 
a feathered Mercury. With a coolness tliat did infinite credit 
to his powei's for commanding, his next act was to dispossess 
the amazed sdiipper of the helm, faking the tiller into his own 
hands with as much composure as if lie were the every-day 
occupant of the post. When he saw that the boat was begin- 
ning to move through the water, he found leisure to bestow 
some observation on his fellow-voyagei'S, Tlie firet that 
met his bold and reckless eye was Frangois, the domestic of 
Alida. 

" If it come to blow in squalls. Commodore," observed the 
intruder, with a gravity that half deceived tlie attentdvo French- 
man, while he pointed to the bag in which the latter wore his 
hair, "you'll be troubled to cany your broad pennant. But so 
expeiienced an officer has not put to sea without having a storm 
queue in readiness for foiil weather." 

The valet did not, or affected not to undei'sfand the allusion, 
ruMntaming an air cf c' gmfiod but silent superiority. 

"The gentiemwi is in ■i fo eign service, and does not under- 
Btaud an Englsh mannei ' The worst that can come, after all, 
cf too mucli top-hnmj er is to cut nway, and let it drift with 
the sci 1 May I make Vld to ask, judge, if the courts have 
done nuithig if late concining the freebooters among the 
islands ( " 

"T have not the honor to bear Her Majesty's commission," 
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eoldly returned Van Steals of Kinderhook, to whom this ques- 
tion had been hardily put. 

" The best navigator is sometimes puzzled by a ha^ observa- 
tion, and many an old seaman has taken a fog-bank for solid 
ground. Since you are not in the courts, sir, I wish you joy ; 
for it is running among shoals to be cruising there, whether es 
judge or suitor. One is never fairly snug and land-locked 
while in company of a lawyer, and yet the devil himself cannot 
always ^ve the sharks a good offing. A pretty sheet of water, 
fHends ; and one as snug as rotten cables aiid foul winds can 
render desirable is this bay of YorL" 

" You are a mariner of the long voyage," returned the 
Patroon, unwilling that Alida should not believe him equal to 
bandying wits with the stranger. 

"Long or short; Calcutta or Cape Cod; dead-reckoning, 
eye-siglit,or ster-gazing; all's one. to your real dolphin. The 
shape of the coast, between Fundy and the Horn, is as familiar 
to my eye as an admirer to this pretty young lady; and as to 
the other shore, I have run it down oflener than the commodore 
here has ever set his pennant, blow high or blow low. A eniise 
like this is a Sunday in my navigation ; though I dare say you 
took leave of the wife, blessed the children, overhaiiled the will, 
and sent to ask a good word from the priest, before you came 
aboard ! " 

" Had these ceremonies been observed, the danger would not 
have been increased," said the young Patiwin, anxious to sl^al 
a glance at la belle Barberie, though his timidity caused him, in 
truth, to look the other way. " One is never nearer danger, for 
being prepared to meet it." 

" True ; we must all die when the reckoning is out. Hang 
or drown — gibbet or bullet clears the world of a great deal of 
rubbish, or the decks would get to be so httered that the vessel 
could not be worked, llie last cruise is tlie longest of all ; and 
honest papers, with a clean bill of health, may help a man into 
port, when he is past keeping the open sea. How now, schip- 
per ! what lies are floating about the docks this morning ? wlien 
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did the last Albanyman get Lis tub down the river ? or whose 
gelding lias been liddeii to deatli in chase of a witch 3 " 

" The de\il's babes ! " muttered the Alderman ; " there's no 
want of roisterei's to torment snch innocents ! " 

"Have the buccaneers taken to praying, or does their trade 
thrive in this heel of the war t " contiinied the mariner of the 
[iidia shawl, disregarding the complaint of the bnrgher. " The 
(lines Eire getting heavy for men of metal, as may bs seen by the 
manner in" which yon cruiser wcare out her ground-tackle, instead 
of trying the open sea. May I spiing every spar I carry, but I 
would have the boat out, and give her an airing before to-inor- 
row, if the queen would condescend to put your humhle servant 
in charge of the emft ! T!ie man lies there at his anchors as 
if he had a good freight of real Hollands in his hold, and was 
waiting for a few bales of heaver-skins to barter for his strong 

As the stranger coolly expressed his opinion of Her Majesty's 
ship Coquette, he I'olled his glance over the persons of his com- 
panions, suffering it to rest for a moment, with a secret signifi- 
cance, on tlte steady eye of the bnrgher. 

" Well," he continued, "the sloop answei's for a floating vane 
to tell which way the tide is nmning,ifshe does nothing better; 
and that must be a great assistance, schipper, in the navigation 
of one who keejB as bright a look out on the manner in which 
the world whirls ronnd as a gentleman of your sagacity." 

" If the news in the creek be true," rejoined the unoffended 
owner of the periagua, " there will be other business for Captain 
Ludlow and the Coquette before many days !" 

" All ! liaving eaten all his meat and bread, the man will he 
obliged to victual his ship anew, 'Twerc a pity so active a 
gentleman should keep a fast in a brisk tide's-way. And when 
his coppers are once more filled, and the dinner is fairly eaten, 
what dost th'nk will he his next duty ! " 

"Tliere is a report among the boatmen of the South Bay, 
thai something was seen yester'night off' the outer side of Long 
Island !" 
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"Ill answer for tie truth of that nimor, for having come iq) 
witli the evening flood, I saw it inysclt?' 

" Det (luyvel's luck I and what dost take it to bo !" 

" The Atlantic Ocean ; if you doubt ray word, I ajipeal 
to Has wcIl-ballasted old gentleman who, being a schoolmaster, 
is able to give you latitude and longitude for its trutli." 

" I am Alderman Van Beverout," muttered the object of tliia 
new attack between his teeth, though apparently but half- 
disposed to notice one who set ao little bounds to his dis- 

" I beg a thousand pardons !" returned the frtvange sea- 
man, wilh a gi'ave inclination of his body, " The stolidity 
of your worahip's countenance deceived me. It may be, indeed, 
mireasonable to expect any alderman to know the position 
of the Atlantic Ocean I And yet, gentlemen, on the honor of a 
man who has seen much salt water in his time, I do assure 
you the sea I speak of is actually there. If there be anything 
on it, or in it, that should not be in reason, this worthy com- 
mander of the periagua wil! let us know the rest," 

A voud boat f om the nlet says tl e &k m ner of the Seas' 
tv»s lately seen stand g along tl e uii t returne 1 tl e f rry- 
m^n n the ti e of one who s e t'* u of del e ^ matter 
ofjjCneral nterest 

lour tr te sea lo^ vl o r n n and o t of nlet- s a nan 
fui manels. coollj obaeiM.d the stianger. They know 
the color of the sea at night,- and are for ever steering in 
the wind's eye in search of adventures. I wonder more of them 
are not kept at making almanacs I There was a mistake 
concerning a thunder-storm in the last I bought, and all for the 
want of proper sdence. And pray, friend, who is this ' Skim- 
mer of the Seas ' that is said to be running after his needle like 
a tailor who has found ■» hole in his neighbor's coat ?" 

" The witthe" maj tell ! I only know that such a rover 
there is an I that he is here to-day, and there to-morrow. 
Some av t is only a cr.aft of mist tliat skims the lop of 
Ae seas like a saihng water-fowl ; and others think it il 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



the sprite of a vessel that was rifled aiid burnt bj Kidd in flie 
Indian Ocean, looking for its gold and the killed. I saw him 
once mjaelf, but the distance was so great, and his manoeuvres 
Eo unnatural, that I could hardly ^ve a good account of his 
hull or rig." 

" This is matter that don't get into the log every watch I 
Whereaway, or in what seas, didst meet the thing?" 

"Twaa off the Branch, We were fishing in thick weather, 
and when the mist lifted a Uttle, tliere was a ci'aft seen standing 
in sliore, running hke a race-horse; but while we got our 
anchor, she had made a league of offing on the other tack !" 

" A certain proof of either her or your activity I But what 
might have been the form and shape of your fly-away!" 

" Nothing determined. To one site seemed a full-ri^ed and 
booming ship; another took her for a Bcrmudian scudder; 
while to me she had the look of twenty periaguas built into 
a single craft. It is well known, however, that a Westrlndia- 
man went to sea that night, and though it is now three years, 
no tidings of her or her crew have ever come to any in York. 
I have never gone upon the banks to fisli since that day, in 
thick weather." 

" You have done well," observed the sti'anger. "I have seen 
many wonderful sights myself on the rolUng ocean ; and he 
whose business it is to lay between wind and water like you, my 
friend, should never trust himself within reach of one of those 
deril's flyers. I could tell you a tale of an afi'air in the cahn 
latitudes, under the burning sun, that would he a lesson to 
all of over-bold curiosity ! Commission and character are 
not affiiirs for your in-shore coasters." 

" We have time to hear it," observed the Patroon, whose 
attenlion had been excited by the discourse, and who read 
in the dark eye of Alida that she felt an intei'est in the expected 
n.qrrat)vo. 

But the countenance of the stranger suddenly grew serious. 
He shook his head like one who had sufficient reasons for 
lus silence ; and relinquishing the tiller, he quite cooUy obliged 
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a gaping countryman in tlie centre of the boat, to yield his 
place, where he laid his own atMatie form at full length, folded 
bis avms on his breast, and shut his eyes. In less than fivo 
minntfia, all within heai'ing had audible eridence tliat tliia oitia- 
ordinary sou of the ocoan was in a sound sleep. 
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CHAPl-ER IV. 

— Bs patient, Airtbe prize I'll brlnj 



■ The iuj', audacity, and language of the unknown mariner, had 
produced a marted sensation among the passengers of the 
periagua. It was plain by the ]ila)'fulues3 that lurked about the 
eod-blaek eye of tho belle Barb^rie, that she had been amiMed 
by his saroasms, though tho boldness of his mannsr had caiiaed 
her to msuntain the resen'e which she believed necessary to her 
sex and condition. The Patroon studied the countenance 
of his mistress, and though half offended by the freedom of the 
intruder, he had believed it wisest to tolerate his liberties, as the 
natural excesses of a spirit that had been lately released from 
the monotony of a sea-life. The repose which usually reigned 
in the countenance of the aldeminn had been a little troubled ; 
but he succeeded in conceaLng his discontent from any imperti- 
nent observation. When the chief actor in the foregoing scene, 
therefore, saw fit to withdraw, the usual tranquillity was restored, 
and his presence appeared to be forgotten, 

An ebbing tide and a freshening breeze quickly carried 
the periagua past the smaller islands of tho bay, and brought 
the cruiser called the Coquette more distinctly into view. This 
vessel) a ship of twenty guns, lay abreast of the hamlet on the 
shores of Staten Island, which was the destination of the ferry- 
boat Here was the usual ancborago of outward-bound shi^B, 
which awaited a change of wind ; and it was here that vessels 
then, as in our times, wero subject to those examinations 
and delays which are imposed for tiie safety of the inhabitants 
of the city. The Coquette was alone, however ; for the arrival 
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of a trader fiwrn a distant port was an event of unfraqnent occur- 
rence aL llie commencement of the oiglLtijenlh eeiitmy. 

Tin; courea of the peiiagiia broiiglit licr witliin fifty feet of 
the sloop-of-war. As the former approached, a movcmcnL 
of curiosity and interest occurred among those she contained. 

"Take more room for your milk-maid," grumbled Iho 
Alderman, observing that the stbipjwr was willing ta gi'atify 
hi: passengers by niuning as near as possible to the dark sides 
of tlie cruiser. "Seas and oceans! is not York-hay wide 
enough, that you must brush the dust out of the muzzles of the 
guns of yon lazy ship ? If the Queen knew how her money 
was eaten and drunk by the idle knaves aboard her, she would 
send tliem all to hunt for freebooters among tlie islands. Look 
at the land, Ahda, child, and you'll think n ftl f It 
the gaping dunce is giving thee ; he oi Ij h to 1 1 is 
skill in steering," 

But the niece manifested none of th te th t th n le 
was willing to ascribe to her fears. Inste d f tn n pi the 
color deepened on her cheeks as the pe n d n 

along under the lee of the cruiser, and if I j t n be m 

quicker than usual, it was scarooly produc d by tl a tat n f 
alarm. The near sight of the tall mast , nd f tl m f 
cordage that hung nearly above their heads, however, prevented 
the change from being noted, A hundred curious eyes were 
already peeping at them tlirough the porta or over the bulwarks 
of the ship, when suddenly an officer, who wore the undress 
of a naval captain of that day, sprang into the main rising 
of the cmiaer, and saluted the party in the periagua by 
waving his hat hurriedly, like one who was agreeably taken by 
Burprise. 

" A fair sky and gentle breezes to each and all !" he cried 
with the hearty manner of a seaman. " I kiss my hand to the 
feir Alida; and the Alderman will lake a sailor's good wishes; 
Mr. Van Slaats, I salute you," 

"Aye," muttered the burgher, "your idlers have noUring 
better to do than make words answer for deeds. A lazy war 
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and a distant enemy make you seamen the lords of the land, 
Captain Ludlow." 

Alida blushed still deeper, hesitated, and then, by a more- 
ment that was half involuntary, she ivaved her hfindkerchief. 
The young Patroon arose, and answered the salutation by a 
courteous bow. By this time the ferry-boat was nearly past the 
ship, and the scowl was quitting the face of tlie Aldemian, 
when the mariner of the India-shawl sprang to his feet, and 
in a moment he stood again in tho centre of their party. 

" A pretty sea-boat, and a neat show aloft !" he said, aa bis 
understanding ej-e scanned tho rigging of tho royal cruiser, 
taking the tiller at the same time, with all his former indiffer- 
ence, from the hands of tho schippcr, "Her Majesty should 
have good ser\ice fiom such a racer, and no doubt the youth 
in her ngging is a mm to get the most out of his craft. 
We li take another obsenation. Draw away your bead-sheet, 
boy 

The tranger had put the helm a-lee while speaking, and by 
the bme the order he had gi\ en was utfei'ed the quick-working 
boat was ibout, and ntiilj filkd on the other tack. In another 
minute '■he was again brushing along tlio side of the sloop-of- 
war A common comphmt against this hardy interference 
with the leguhr dnfi of the boat was abont (o break out of the 
lips of the Aldermin md Uie schipper, when he of the India- 
shawl lifted his cap ind nldiessed the officer in the ri^ug 
with all the self possession he had manifested in the intercourse 
with tho e netr^r his person 

" His her majesty netd of a man iu her service who baa seen, 
in hw time mire blue iiatei tJian liaid giound or is there no 
em^ty Ipith in so gnllant a ciuiier foi one who must do i 
seannn ■! duty or starve ' 

The descendint of the king hitmg Ludtows as the Lord 
Cornbury h-id stjled tho lace of the t, nimander of tho 
Coquette was quite is much surjii cd by the ap^ieaianco of 
iiim Hbo jut tbs qu ston ashe«isli the c join ss n th 
which a raarmer of ordinary conditun presumed to address an 
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officer who bore so high a commission as his own. He had, 
howevpr, sufficient time to recollect in whose presence he stood 
ere he replied, for the stranger had again placed the helm a-lee, 
and caused the foresail to be thrown bacli, — a change that 
mado the penaa^ua stationary. 

■' The Queen « ill ilways receive ft bold mariner in her pay, 
if he come piejired to sen-e with skill and fidelity," he said; 
" as a proof of which, let a rope he thrown the periagua ; we 
shall treat more it our ease under her Majesty's pennarit. I 
shall be proud to entertaiji Alderman Van Beverout, in the 
meantime ; and a cutter will always be at his command when 
he shall have occasion to quit us." 

" Your land-loving Aldermen find their way from a Queen's 
cruiser to the shore more easily thin a "eam-jn of twenty years' 
experience," letumed the other, without giving the burgher 
time to express his thanks foi thu polite otter of the other. 
" You have gone through the Gibraltai passasTP, without doubt, 
noble captain, being i gentlemtn that his got "lo fine a boat 
under his ordei's '" 

"Duty has taken me info the Italian siaa more than once," 
answered Ludlow, half diapo^d to resent thisfamihaiity though 
too anxious to keep the pemgu'i near, to qu-mel vnth him who 
so evidently had produced the unexpected pleasure. 

"Then you know that, fliough a lady might fan a ship 
through the straits eastward, it needs a Levantrbreeze to bring 
her out again. Her Majesty's pennants are long, and when 
they get foul around the limbs of a thoroughly-bred sea-dog, it 
passes all his ai't to clear the jam. It is most worthy of remark, 
that the better the seaman, the less his power to cast loose the 

" If the pennant be so long, it may reach further than yon 
wish!— -But a bold volunteer has 



" I fear the berth I wish is filled," returned the other, curling 
his lip ; " let draw the fore-sheet, lad ; we will take our depar- 
ture, leaving the fly of the pennant well under our lee. Adieu, 
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brave captmii ; when you havo need of a thorough cover, anc! 
dream of sfem-chases and wet sails, think of him who i-isited 
your ship at her lazy mooring*" 

Ludlow bit his lips, and though his fine fece reddened to the 
temples, he met the arch glance of Alida, and laughed. Hut 
he who had so hardily braved the resentment of a iiiaii 
powerful as the commander of a royal cruiser in a Biitish 
colony, appeared to undeistand the hazard of his situation. 
The pei-iagua whirled ronud on her heel, and the next minute 
it waa bending to the breeze, and dashing through the little 
waves towards the shore. Three boats left the cruiser at the 
same moment. One, which evidently contained her captain, 
advanced with the usual dignified movement of a bai^o landing 
an officer of rank, but the others were urged ahead with all the 
earnestness of a hot chase, 

"Unless disposed to serve the Queen, you have not done 
well, my friend, to brave one of her commanders at the muzzles 
of Lis guns," observed the Patroon, so soon as the state of the 
case became too evident to doubt of the intentions of the man- 
of-war's men. 

" That Captain Ludlow would gladly take some of us out of 
this boat, by fair means or by foul, is a fact clear as a bright 
star in a cloudless night ; and, well knowing a seaman's duty to 
his supeiiors, I shall leave him to his choice." 

" In which case yon will shortly eat Her Majesty's bread," 
pithily returned the Alderman. 

" The food is unpalatable, and I reject it ; yet here is a boal 
whose crew seem determined to make one swallow worse faro." 

The unknown mariner ceased speaking, for the situation of 
tlie periagua was truly getting to be a little ontical. At least, 
BO it seemed to the less-instructed landsmen who were witncssce 
of this unexpected rencontre. As the ferry-boat had drawn in 
with the island, tlie wind hauled more through the pass which 
communicates with the outer bay, and it became nec^sary to 
heave abont twice, in order to fetch to windwai'd of the usual 
landing-place. The first of these manoauvres had been executed, 
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nnd as it neecssarily changed their course, the passengers saw 
that the cutter to which the stranger aJluded was enabled to get 
within-shore of them, or nearer to the wharf whore they ought 
to land, than they were themselves. Instead of suffering him- 
self to be led off by a purauit that he knew might easily be 
rendered useless, the officer who commanded this boat cheered 
his men, and pulled swiftly to the point of debarkation. On 
(he olher hand, a second cutler, which had already reached the 
line of the periagiia's coni'se, lay on its oars, and awaited its 
approach. The unknown manner manifested no intention to 
avoid the interview. He still held the tiller, and as effectually 
eommanded the little vessel as if his authority were of a more 
regular character. The audacity and decision of his air and 
conduct, aided by the consummate manner in which he worked 
the boat, might alone have achieved this momentary usurpation, 
bad not the general feehng against impressment been so much 
in his favor. 

" The devil's fiings !" grumbled the schipper. "If you should 
keep the Milkmaid away, we shall lose a little in distance, though 
I think the raan-of-wai's men will be puzzled to catch her, with 
a flowing sheet !" 

"The Queen -has sent a message by the gentleman," the 
mariner rejoined ; " it would be unmannerly to refuse to hear 
it!" 

" Ileave-to the periagua ! " shouted the young officer in the 
cutter. "In Her Majesty's name, I command you, obey." 

" God bless the royal lady I " returned he of the foul anchors 
nnd gay shawl, while the swift feny-boat continued to dash 
aiiead. "We owe her duty, and are glad to see so proper a 
gentleman employed in her behalf." 

By tliis time tlio boats were fifty feet asunder. No sooner 
was there room, than the periagua once more flew lound, and 
commenced anew its course, dashing in s^in towards the 
hhore. It was necessary, however, to venture within an oar's 
length of the cutter, orto keep away— a loss of ground to which 
he who controlled her movements showed no disposiljon to sub- 
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52 THE WAIBK-WITCH. 

mit. The officer arose, and, as the periagiia drew near, it was 
evident his hand held a pistol, though he seemed reluctant to 
exhibit Ihe weapon. The mariner stepped aside in a manner to 
offer a full view of all his group, as he sarcastically observed — 

" Choose your object, sir ; m such a party a man of sentiinenl 
may have a preference." 

The young man colored, as much witli shame at the degrading 
du^ he had been commissioned to peiform, as with vexation at 
Lis feilure. Recovering his self-composure, however, ho lifted 
his hat to la belle Barbene, and the periagua dashed on in tri- 
umph. Still the leading cutter was near the shore, where it 
soon aiTived, the crew lying on their oara near the end of the 
wharf, in expectation of the arrival of the ferry-boat At this 
sight the schipper shook his head, and looked up into the bold 
lace of his passenger, in a manner to beti'ay how much his mind 
misgave the result. But tlie tail mariner maintained his cool- 
ness, and began to make meny allusions to the sen-ice which 
he had braved with so much temerity, and from which no 
one believed he was yet likely to escape. By the former 
manoeuvres, the periagua had gained a position well to wind- 
wai'd of the wharf, and she was now steered close upon the 
wind, directly for the shore. Against the consequences of a 
perseverance in tliis course, however, the schipper saw fit to 
remonstrate. 

"Shipwrecks and rocky bottoms 1" exclaimed the alanned 
waterman. "A Holland galliot would go to pieces, if you 
should iim her in among those stepping-stones with this breeze 
No honest boatman loves to see a man slowed in a cruiser's 
hold, hke a thief caged in his prison ; but when it comes Ic 
breaking the nose of the Milkmaid, it is asking too much of 
her owner to stand by and look on." 

"There sliall not be a dimple in her lovely countenance 
deranged," answered his cool passenger. "Now, lower away 
yoiu- sails, and we'll tun along the shore, down to yon wharf. 
Twould be an ungallaut act to treat the dairy-girl with so little 
ceremony, gentlemen, after the lively foot and quick evolutions 
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site has shown in our behalt The best dancer in the island 
could not have bettei' played her part, though jigging intfcr the 
music of a tUcee-stvinged fiddle." 

By this tJme the sails were lowered, and the periagua was 
gliding down towards the. place of landing, running always at 
the distance of some fifty feet from the shore. 

"Every ci'aft has its allotted time, like a mortal," continued 
the inexplicable mariner of the India-shawl. " If she is to die a 
sudden dcatli, there is your beam-end and stern-way, which 
fakes her into the grave without funeral service or paiisb pray- 
ers ; your dropsy is being water-logged ; gout and rheumatism 
kill like a broken back and loose joints; indigestion is a shifting 
cat^, with guns adrift ; the gallows is a bottomry-bond, with 
lawyers' fees ; while fire, drowning, death by religious melan- 
choly, and suicide, are a careless gunner, sunken rocks, felse 
lights, and a lubberly captain." 

Ere any were appiised of his intention, this singular being 
then sprang from the boat on the cap of a little rock; over 
which the waves were washing, whence he bounded from stone 
to stone, by ingorous efforts, till he fairly leaped to land. In 
another minute he was lost to view among the dwellings of the 
hamlet 

The anival of the periagua, which immediately after reached 
the whaif, the disappointment of the cutter's crew, and the 
return of both the boats to theii ship, succeeded as matters of 
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CHAPTER V. 



If we say that AliU;i de Baibeiie did Dot cast a glance behind 
her as the party quitted the wliai-f, in order to see whether the 
boat that contjiined the commander of the cruiser followed the 
example of the others, we shall probably portray the maiden as 
one that was less subject to the influence of*coquetry than the 
trutJi would justify. To the groat discontent of the Alderman, 
whatever might have been thu feelings of his niece on the occa- 
flion, ihe bargo continued to approach the shore, in a manner 
which showed that the young seaman betrayed no visible interest 
in the result of the chase. 

The heights of Staten Island, a century ago, were covered, 
much as they are at present, with a growth of dwarf-trees. 
Foot-paths led among this meagre vegetation in divera direc- 
tions; and as the hamlet at the Quarantine-Ground was the 
point whence they all diverged, it required a piuctised guide to 
thread their mazes without a loss of both tame and distance. 
It would seem, however, that the worthy burgher was fully equal 
to the office ; for, moving with more than his usual agility, he 
soon led his companions into the wood, and, by frequently alter- 
ing his course, so completely confounded their sense of Uie 
relative bearings of places, that it is not probable one of them 
all could very reacfily have extricated himself from the labyrinth. 

"Clouds and shady bowers !" exclaimed Myndert, when he 
had achieved, to his own satisfection, this evasion of the pursuit 
he wished to avoid ;" Kttle oaks and gi'een pines are pleasant 
on a June morning. You shall have mountain air and a sea' 
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breeze, Patroon, to quicken the appetite of the Lust in R«st> 
If Alida will speak,* tbc girl can say that a mouthful of the 
elixir is hetter for a rosy cheek, than all the concocljons and 

" If the place be aa mueh changfed as the road that leads to 
it," returned la belle Barberie, glancing ber dark eye, in vain, in 
the direction of the bay they had quitted, " I should scarcely 
venture an opinion on a subject of which I am obliged to con- 
fess utter ignorance," 

" Ah, woman is naught but vanities ! To see and to be seen, 
is the delight of the sex, Tliough we are a thousand times 
more comfortable in this wood than wo should be in walking 
along the water-side, why, the sea-gulls and snipes lose the 
benefit of our company ! The salt-water, and all who live on it, 
are to be avoided by a wise man, Mr. Van Staais, except as 
they both serve to cheapen freight and to render trade brisk. 
You'll thank me for this care, niece of mine, when you reach the 
bluff, cool as a package of furs free from moth, and fresh and 
beautiful as a Holland tulip, with the dew on it." 

"Toresemble the latter, one might consent to walk blindfold, 
dearest uncle ; and so we dismiss the subject, Frangois, feis 
moia le plaisir de porter ce petit livre ; malgre lafraicheur de 
la f6ret, j'ai besoin de m'evanter." 

The valet toot the book with an empressement that defeated 
the more tardy politeness of the Patroon ; and when he saw, by 
the vexed eye and flushed cheek of his young mistress, that she 
was incommoded rather by an internal than by the external 
heat, he whispered considerately — 

" Que ma chere Mademoiselle Alide ne se fflche pas ! Elle 
no manquerait jamais d'admirateurs, dans un desert. Ah ! si 
Mam'selle allaitvoir la patrie de ses ancetres ! — " 

" 'Merci bien, mon cher ; gardez les feuilles, fottement fer 
m6es. 11 y a des papiers dedans." 

" Monsieur Frangois," said the Alderman, separatinghis niece 
with little ceremony, from her nearly parental attendant, by the 
interposition of his own bulky person, and motioning for the 
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others to proceed, "u word with tltee iu confidence. I have 
noted, in the conree of a busy and I hope ■a profitable hfe, that 
o fiiithfid servant is an lionest counsellor. Next to Holland and 
England, both of which are great commercial nations, and the 
Indies, which are necessary to tJiese colonies, together with a 
natural preference for the land in which I was born, I have al- 
iva)^ been of opinion that France is a very good sort of a conn- 
try. I tliink, Mr. Francis, that dislike to the seas has kept you 
from reluming tliither, since the decease. of my late brotlier-it- 
law 3" 

" Wid like for Mam'selle Alide, Monsieur, avec votre permis- 

" Your afiection for my niece, honest Francois, is not to be 
doubted. It is as certain as the payment of a good draft, by 
Cromnieline, Vaa Stopper, and Van Gelt, of Amsterdam. Ah ! 
old valet! she is fresh and blooming as a rose, and a gir! of 
excellent quaUties I 'Tis a pity that she is a little opinionated; 
a defect that she doubtless inherits from her Norman ancestors^ 
since all of my family have ever been remarkable for listening 
lo reason. The Noimans were an obstinate race, as witness the 
siege of Rochelle, by which oversight real estate in that dty 
must have lost much in value !" 

" Mille excuses, Monsietii' Bevre' ; more beautiful as de 

rose, and no opiniatte du tout. Moii Dieu, pour sa qualite, c'est 
une famille trds ancienne." 

" ITiat was a weak point with my brother Barbferie, and, after 
all, it did not add a dpher to the sum-total of the assets. The best 
blood, Mr. Frangois, is that which has been best fed. Tlie line 
of Hugh Capet himself would fail, without the butchei' ; and the 
butcher would certainly foil, without customers that can pay. 
Frau^ois, thou art a man who understands the value of a sure 
footing in the world ; would it not he a thousand pities that 
such a girl as Alida should throw hei^elf away on one whose 
best foundation is no better than a rolhng ship ?" 

" Ceitaiiiement, Monsieur; Mam'&elle be too £;ood tu roll in 
de ship," 
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"Obliged to follow a husband up and down ; Hinong free- 
booters and dishonest tvadera ; in feir weather and foul ; hot and 
cold ; wet and diy ; bilgewater and salt-water ; cramps and 
naiisea ; salt-junk and no junk ; gales and calms,— and all for 
a haaty judgment formed in sanguine youtb." 

The face of the valet had responded to the Alderman's enu- 
meration of the evils that would attend so ill-judged a step in 
hi; niece, as fmthfully &% if each muscle had been a mirror, ta 
refli.-ct the contortions of one suffering under the malady of the 

"Patbleu, c'est horrible, cette roer!" he ejaculated, when the 
other had done. " It is grand malheur, dere should be watair 
but for drink, and for la propreto, avec fosse to keep de carp 
round le chfiteau Maia, Mam'selle be no haste judgment, and 
she shall have min on la terre sohde." 

"'Twould be better thnt the estate of my brother-in-law 
should be kept m sight, judicious Francois, than to be sent 
adrift on the high seas " 

"Dere vas maim dins \a fcimille de Barb6rie, novair." 

" Bonds and balances ! if the savings of one I could name, 
frugal Frangois, were added in cuwent coin, the sum-total would 
sink a common ship. You know it is my intention to remember 
Alida, in setthng accounts with the world," 

" If Monsieur de Bai'bSrio vas live, Monsieur Alderman, he 
should say des choses convenables ; mms, malheureuseraent^ 
mon cher mailre est mort ; and, sair, I shall be bold to remer- 
cier pour lui, et pour tout sa fiimille." 

"Women are pervei'se, and sometimes they have pleasure ic 
doing the very thing they are desired not to do." 

"Prudent men should manage them with soft words and'rich 
gifts; with these they become orderly as a pair of well-broke 
geldings." 

"Monsieur know," sfud the old valet, rubbing his hands, and 
laughing wi-'h the subdued voice of a well-bred domestic, though 
he could not conceal a jocular wink ; " pourtant il est gargon ! 
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Le tadeau be good for do d^moiseilea, and bottiiir as for de 
dames," 

"AVedlock and blinkeTs ! it is wo gaasons, as you call iia, 
who oiigiit to know, Yo\ir heij-pecked Liisband liaa no time lo 
generalize among tlio sex, in order to understand the real qua- 
lify of the article. Now, here is Van Staals of liinderhook, 
feiitlifuL Francois ; what think you of such a youth for a husband 
forAiidar " 

" Pourtant, Mam'selte Hke de vivacite ; Monsieur lo Patroon 
he nevair trop vif.'' 

" The more Lkely to be sure— Hist, I hear a footstep. We are 
followed — chased, perhaps, I should say, to speak in the lan- 
guage of these sea gentiy. Now is the time to show this Cap- 
tain Ludlow how a Frenchman can wind him round his finger 
oa ten-a firms. Loiter in the reai', and draw our navigatoi' on a 
wrong course. When he has run into a fog, come yourself 
with all speed to the oak on. the bluff. 'There we shall await 

Flattered by this confidence, and really persuaded that he 
was furthering the happiness of her he served, the old valet 
nodded in reply to the aldennan's wink and chuckle, and imme- 
diately relaxed his speed. The fonner pushed ahead ; and 
in a minute he and those who followed had turned short to the 
left, and were out of sight. 

Though faithfully and even affectionately attached to Ahda, her 
BciTant had many of the qualifications of an European domestic 
Trained in all the ruses of his profession, he was of tliat school 
which beheves civilization is to be measured by artifice; and 
success lost some of its value when it had been effected by the 
vulgar machiceiy of truth and common sense. No wonder then 
the tetiuner entered inte tJie views of the alderman witli more 
tlian a iisual relish for the duty. He heard Uie cracking of the 
dried twi^ beneath the footstep of him who followed ;and in order 
tiiat there might he no chance of missing the desired Interview, 
the valet began to hum a French air in so loud a key as to 
be certain the sounds would reach any ear that was nigh. The 
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twigs snapped more rapidly, the footsteps seemed nearer, 
and t'/6 hero of the India shawl sprang to the side of the expects 
iiM/ Francois. 

The disappointment seemed mutual, and on the paii of 
the -^otreBtic it entirely disconcerted all hia pre-arranged schemes 
for misleading the commander of the Coqtietle. Not so ivith 
the bold mariner. So far from his self-possession being dis- 
turbed, it would have been no easy matter to restrain his auda- 
city, even in situations far more trying than any in which he has 
yet been presented t« the reader. 

" What cheer in thy woodland cruise. Monsieur Broad-pen- 
nant!" he said, with infinite coolness, the instant his steady 
glance had ascertained they were all alone. " This is safer navi- 
gation for an officer of thy draught of water, than running about 
the bay in a perif^a. What may be the longitude, and where- 
away did you part company from the consorts ?" 

"Sail, I valk in the vood for de plaiair, and I go on de 
bay for de — parbleu, non ! 'tis to follow ma jeune maltresse I go 
on de bay ; and, sair, I wish dey who do love de bay and 
de sea, would not come into de vood, du tout." 

" Well spoken, and with ample spirit ; — ^^vhat, a student, too I 
one in a wood should glean something from his labois. Is 
it the art of furling amain queue that is taught in this pretty 
volume !" 

As the mariner put his question, he very deliberately took 
the book from Francois, who, instead of resenting the liberty, 
rather offered the volume in exultation. 

"No, sair, it is not how to furl la queue, but how to touch de 
soul ; not de art to haul over de calm, but— oui, c'est plein do 
connoissance et d'esprit ! Ah ! ah ! you know de Cid ! le grand 
homme ! I'homme de genie ! If you read, Monsieur Marin, 
yon shall see la vraie po6sie ! Not de big book and no single 
rhyme — Sair, I do not vish to say vat is p^nibio, rnds it is 
not one book widout rhyme ; it was not 6crit on de sea. 
Le diahle ! que le vrai genie, et les nobles sentiments, se 
(rouvent dans ce livi'e, la !" 
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GO THE WATER-wrTCH. 

" Aye, I see it is a log-book for every man fo note his mind in. 
I return yoii Master Cid, with his fine senljments in the bargain. 
Great as was his genius, it would seem he weis not the man 
to writ* all that I find between the leaves." 

" He not write him all ! Yea, sair, he shall writ him sis 
time more dan all, if la France a besoin. Que j'envie de ces 
Anglais se dfecouvre quand on p^le des beaux genies do la 
France I" 

" I will only say, if the gentleman wrote the whole that is in 
the book, and it is as fine as you would make a plain seafaring 
raau believe, he did wrong not to print it" 

" Print !" echoed FranQois, opening his eyes and the volume, 
by a common impulse. "Imprimel ha I here is papier of 
Mam'selle Alide, assuvement." 

" Take better heed of it, then," interrupted the seaman of the 
shawl. "As for your Cid, to me it is an useless volume, since 
it teaches neither the latitude of a shoal nor the shape of 

" Sair, it teach de morale ; de rock of de passion et les grands 
mowvements de I'ame! Oui, Sair; it teach all im Monsieur 
vish to know. Tout le monde read liim in la France ; en pro- 
vince comme en ville. If sa Majesty le Grand Louis be not so 
mal avis6 as to chasser Messieurs les Huguenots from his 
royaume, I shall go to Paris to hear le Oid, moi-mCme !" 

" A good journey to you. Monsieur Queue. We may meet on 
the road, until which time I take my departure. The day may 
come when we shall converse with a rolling sea beneath us. 
Till then, brave cheer !'' 

"Adieu, Monsieur," returned Francois, bowing with a polite- 
ness that had become too familiar to be forgotten. " If we 
do not meet but in de sea, we shall not meet ncvair. Ah, ha, 
lia! Monsieur le Marin n'aime pas h entendre parler de la 
gloiro de la France ! Je voudrais bien savoir lire ce f — e Shak- 
n-sjiear, ]«>ui' voir eombien I'immortel Corneille lui est sup6rieur. 
Ma foi, oui ; Monsieur Pierre Corneille est rraiment nn homme 
illustre I" 
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The feithful, self-complacent, and aged valet, then pursued liis 
way towards tl e Large oak on the bluff; for as he ceased speak- 
ing the 11 ner of Uie gay sash had turned deejier into tlie 
woo Is in I 1 ft him alone. I'roud of the manner in which 
1 I a 1 m t the audacity of tho stranger, prouder still of the 
lep itat on of the author, whose fame hitd been known in France 
lot g befo e h a own departure from Europe, and not a little con- 
soled with the reflection that he had contributed his 3iiite 
to support the honor of his distant and well-beloved country, 
the honest Fj'an^ois pressed tiie volume affectionately beneath 
his arm, and hastened on after his mistress. 

Tiiough the position of Staten Island and the surrounding 
bays is so familiar to the Manhattanese, an explanation of the 
localities may he agreeable to readers who dwell at a distance 
from the scene of the tale. 

It has already been said, that the principal communication 
between the bays of Raritan and York is called the Narrows. 
At the month of this passage, the land on Staten Island rises 
in a high bluff, which overhangs the water, not unlike the tale- 
fraught cape of Missnum. From tiiis elevated point, the eye 
not only commands a view of both estuaries and the city, but 
it looks fai' beyond the jwint of Sandy-IIook into the open sea. 
It is here tliat, in our own days, ships are fimt noted in the 
oflfiug, and whence the news of the approach of his vessel is 
communicated to the expecting merchant by means of the 
telegraph. In the early part of the last centuiy, arrivals were 
too rare to support such an establishment The bluff was 
tiierefore littie resorted to, except by some occasional admirer 
of scenery, or by tliose countrymen whom business, at long 
intervals, drew to the spot. It had been early cleare<l uf its 
wood, and the oak already mentioned was the only tree standing 
in a space of some ten or a dozen acres. 

It lias been seen that Alderman Van Beverout had appointed 
tliis solitary oak as the place of rendezvous with Framjoia. 
Thither then he took his way on paj-ting from the valet, and to 
this spot we must now traiisfer the scene. A rude seat liad 
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been placed around the root of the tree, and here the whole 
parly, with the exception of the absent domestic, were soon 
soat/'d. In a minute, however, they were joined by the exult- 
ing Franqois, who immediately related the particiilara of his 
recent interview with the sti'anger. 

"A clear conscience, with cordial friends, and a fiur balance- 
sheet, may keep a man warm in January, even in this climate," 
said the Alderman, willing to turn the discoui'se ; "but what 
with rebclUous blacks, hot streets, and spoiling furs, it* passeth 
mortal powers to keep cool in yonder overgrown and crowded 
town. Thou seest, Patroon, the spot of white on the opposite 
side of the bay. — Breezes and fanning ! that is the Lust in Rust, 
where cordial enters the mouth at every breath, and where a 
man has room to cast up the sum-totai of his thoughts any 
hour in the twenty-four." 

" We seem quite as effectually alone on this hill, with the 
advantage of having a city in the riew," remarked Alida, with 
an emphasis that showed she meant even more than she 
expressed. 

" We are by ouiiselves, niece of mine,'' returned the Alder- 
man, nibbing his hands as if he secretly felicitated himself that 
the facta were so. "That truth cannot lie denied, and good 
company we arc, tliough the opinion comes from one who is 
not a cipher in the party. Modesty is a poor man's wealth ; 
but as we grow substantial in the world, Patroon, one 
can afford to begin to speak truth of himself as well as of his 
utighbor." 

" In which case, little but good will be uttered from the 
mouth of Alderman Van Beverout," said Ludlow, appearing so 
suddenly from behind the root of the tree, as effectually to shut 
the mouth of the bui^her. "My desire to offer the seniees of 
the ship to your party has led te this abrupt intrusion, and I 
hope will obtain its pai'don." 

"The power to fot^ve is a prerogative of the Governor, who 
represents the Queen," diily leturned the AldeiTnan. " If her 
Majesty has so little employment for her cruisers, that th«r 
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captains can dispose of them in behalf of old t.ien an(5 
young maidens — why, happy is the age, and commerce shouH 
flourish !" 

" If the two duties are compatibk, the greater tlie reason why 
a commander should felicitate himself that he may be of scr\'ice 
to ao many. You ai'e bouud to the Jersey Highlands, Mr. Van 
Beverout V 

"I am bound to a comfortable and very private abodir 
called the Lust in Eust, Captain Cornelius Van Cujler 
Ludlow," 

The young man bit his hp, and bis healthful but brown 
cheek flushed a deeper red tbau common, though he preserved 
his com])osure. 

" And I am bound to sea," he soon said. " The wind is 
getting fresh, and your boat, which I see at this moment 
standing in for the island, will find it difficult to make way 
against its force. The Coquette's anchor will be aweigh in 
twenty minutes, and I shall find two hours of an ebbing 
tide, and a top-gallant breeze, but too short a time for the 
pleasure of entertaining such guests. I am certain that the 
feai'S of la Belle will favor my wishes whichsoever side of the 
question her inclination may happen to be." 

"And they are with her uncle," quickly returned Alida. 
"I am so httle of a sailor that prudence, if not pusillanimity, 
teaches me to depend on the experience of older heads," 

" Older I may not pretend to be," said Ludlow, coloring ; 
"but Mr. Van Beverout will see no pretension in believing 
myself as good a judge of wind and tide as even he himself 
can be." 

"You are said to command her Majesty's sloop irith skill, 
Captain Ludlow, and it is creditable to tlie colony that it has 
produced so good an ofHeet; though I believe your gi-andfalher 
came into the prorince so ktely as on the restoration of King 
Charles the Second !" 

" We cannot cltum descent from the United I'rovinces, 
Alderman Van Beverout, on the paternal side ; but whatevw 
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may havii bcun the poLtieal opinions of my grundfether, those 
of his (Isscendant have never been question ed. Lat me entreat 
ihe fair Alida to take counsel of the apprehension I am sure 
hl-e feels, and to persuade her unele tliat the Coquett* is safer 
L'lan his periagua." 

"It is said to be easier to enter than to quit your ship," 
returned tlie laughing Ahda. " By certain symptoms that 
attended our passage to the island, your Coquette, like others, 
is fond of conquests. One is not safe beneath so malign an 
influence." 

"This is a reputation given by our enemies. I had hoped 
for a different answer from la belle Barberie." 

The close of the sentence was uttered with an emphasis that 
caused the blood to quicken its movement in the veins of the 
maiden. It was foiirUnatA that neither of their companions was 
very observant, or else suspicions might have been excited that 
a better intelligence existed between the young sailor and the 
heiress, than would have eompoited with their wishes and 
intentions. 

" I had hoped for a different answer from la belle Barb?rie," 
repeated Ludlow, in a lower voice, but with even a sljll more 
emphatic tone than before. 

There was evidently a struggle in the mind of Alida. She 
oveiviame it before her confusion could be noted ; and turning 
to tlie valet she said, with the composui'e and grace that became 
a gentlewoman — 

" Rends moi le livre, Francois." 

"Le void — ah! ma ehere maiu'selle Alide, que ce Monsieur 
(e. marin se ^chait a cause de la gloire, et des beaux vers de 
notre illustre M. Pierre Corneillo !" 

" Ilere is an English sailor that I am sure will not deny the 
merit of an admired writer, even though lie come of a nation 
that is commonly thought hostile, Francois," returned his 
niistress, smiling, " Captain Ludlow, it is now a month since I 
am your debtor, by promise, for a volume of CorneiUe, and I 
here acquit myself of the obligation. "When you have perused 
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the contents of this hook, with the attention they deserve, I 
mny hope " 

"For a speedy opinion of their merits." 

" I was about to say, to receive the volume agiuD, as it ia s 
legacy from my fiither," steadily rejoinfed Alida. 

" L^acies and foreign tongues !" muttered tie Alderman. 
" One is wel! enough ; but for the other, English and Dutch Are 
all that the wisest man need learn. I never eould understand 
an aecount of profit and loss in any other tongue, Patroon ; and 
even a favorable balance never appears so great as it is, unless 
the account be rendered in one or the other of these rational 
dialects. Captain Ludlow, we thank you for your politeness, 
but here .is one of my fellows to tell us that my own peiiagua 
is arrived; and, wishing you a happy and a long cmise, as we 
say of lives, I bid you adieu," 

The young seaiaiui returned the salutations of the party, 
with a better gi'ace than liis previous solicitude to persuade 
them to enter his ship, might have given reason to expect. He 
oven saw them descend the hill, towards the water of the outer 
*ay with entire comjosure anl it was onlj ifter they had 
entered a thicket which 1 id them frim new, thit he permitted 
his feehnifs to have iw\) 

Then indeed he drew the \ olume fi in !u \ oeket and opened 
its leaies with an eagerness he eiul! no bng r control. It 
seemed is if he expected tt lead mjr u the pgea, than the 
author had canaed to be placed there but when 1 is eye caught 
El, lit of X scale 1 billet, the legacy of M dc tarbfrie fell at his 
feet and the pa] ei was torn asunder with il! the anxiety of 
on 3 who Pijected to find in its contents i decree of life or 

Amazement was clearly the first emotion of the young 
seaman He read and re read stmck his brow with his hand ; 
gized about h m at the land and at the water re-pemsed the 
note , examined the superscription, which was simply to 'Capt. 
Lttdiow, of her Majesty's ship Coquette :' smiled ; muttered 
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between Lis le.,'th ; seemed vexed, yet delighted ; read tie note 
again word by word, and finally ttrust it into liis pocket, with 
the air of a man who had found reason for both regret and 
satisfaction in its couteiifs. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



"TiiK face of man is tlie log-bcmk of his thoughts, and Cap- 
tiiin Ludlow's seem s^jreeable," observed a voice, that came 
fi'om one who was not far from the commander of the Coquette, 
while the latter was still enacting the pantomime described in 
the close of the preceding chapter, 

" Who spealis of thoughts and It^-books, or who dai'ea to 
pry into my movements !" demanded the young sailor, fiercely, 

" One who has trifled with the lii'st and scribbled in the last 
too often, not to know how to meet a squa!!, whether it be seen 
in the clouds or only on the face of man. As for looking into 
your movements, Captain Ludlow, I have watched too many big 
ships in my time, to turn aside at each light cruiser that hap- 
pens to cross my course. I hope, Sir, you have an answer ; every 
hail has its right to i ciiil rejlv 

Ludlow could scarce beheve his senses «hen on turnmg to 
face the intruder he saw himselt confronted by the ludicious 
eye and calm mien of the manner who had once bifore that 
moming, brave<l hii resentment Curbng his inlgmtion 
however, the young min endeaioiei to emulate the Ctwlness 
which, notwithsl ending his infenor ccndition imparted to the 
air of the ofhei soniethmg that naa imposinT if it were not 
absolutely authontatue Perhaps the singulanty of the adven 
ture suded in eftecting in object, th^t was a httlt d ffi ult of 
attainment in one accustcmed to receiio so mu h bibtujl 
Reference from mwt of thu»e who made the sea then hime 
Swallowing his re entment, the young cjmminder answered — 

" He that knows how to face his enemies with spirit, may 
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be accounted sufficiently bold; but he wbo braves the anger of 
his friends is foolhardy." 

"And he who does neither, is wiser tlian boib," rejoined the 
reciless hero of the sash. " Captain Ludlow, we meet on equal 
term s, at present, and the parley may be managed with some 
freedom." 

" Equality is a word that ill applies to men of stations so 
different." 

" Of our stations and duties it is not necessary to speak. I 
hope that, when the proper time shall come, both may be found 
ready to be at the first, and equal to discharge the last. But 
Captain Ludlow, backed by the broadside of the Coquette and 
the cross-fire of his marines, is not Captain Ludlow alone, on a 
sea-bluff, with a crutch no bettei than htt own arm, and a stout 
heart. As the first, he is lite a spar supported by back- 
stap and forestays, braces and standing ngging; while as 
tlie latter, he is the stick, which keeps its head aloft by the 
soundness and quality of its timbei You ba\e the appearance 
of one vho can go alone, even though it blew heavier than 
at present, if one may judge of the force of the breeze, by the 
manner it presses on the sails of yonder boat in the bay." 

" Yonder boat begins to feel the wind, truly !" said Ludlow, 
suddenly losing all other interest in the appearauce of the peri- 
agua which held Ahda and her friends, and which, at that 
instant, shot -out from beneath the cover of the hill into 
the broad opening of Raritan bay. " What think you of the 
time, my fi'iend ! a man of your tears should speak with know- 
ledge of the weather.'' 

" Women and winds are only understood, when fairly in 
motion," returned he of the sash ; " now, any mortal who eon- 
Bulted comfort and the skies, would have preferred a passage in 
Her Majesty's ship Coquette, to one in yonder dancing periagua ; 
yet the fluttering silk we see in the boat, tells us there is one 
who has thought other^vise." 

" You are a man of singular intelhgence," ciied Ludlow, 
again facing the intruder ; " as well as one of singular -" 
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"Effrontery,'' rejoined the other, observing that the com- 
mander hesitakd. " Let the commissioned officer of the Queen 
Bpeak boldly ; I am no better than a top-man, or at moat a 
quartei'-master." 

'" 1 wish to say notliing disagi'ceable, but I find yonr know- 
ledge of my offer to convey the lady and her friends to the 
residence of Alderman Van Beverout, a little snrpriaing." 

" And I see nothing to wonder at, in your offer to convey the 
iady anywhere, though the liberality to her friends is not an 
act of so clear explanation. When young men speak from the 
heart, their words are not uttered in whispers." 

" Which would imply that you overheard our conversation. 
I believe it, for here is cover at liand to conceal you. It may 
he, Sir, that you have eyes as well as ears." 

" I confess to have seen your countenance chan^ng sides, 
like a member of parhament turning to a new leaf in his con- 
science at the Minister's signal, while you overhauled a bit of 
paper " 

" Whose contents you could not know ! " 

" Whose contents I took to be some private orders, ^ven by 
a lady who is too much of a coquette hereel^ to accept yonr 
offer to sail in a vessel of the same name." 

"By Heavens, the fellow has reason in his inexplicable 
impudence ! " muttered Ludlow, pacing backwards and forwards 
beneath the shadow of the tree. " The language and the acts 
of the girl are in contradiction ; and I am a fool to be trifled 
with, like a midshipman fresh broken loose from his mother's 
apron-string. Ilarkee, Mastei'-a-a — You've a name, I suppose, 
[ike any other straggler on the ocean."' 

" Ves, When tlie hail is loud enough to be Beard, I answer 
to the call of Thomas Tiller," 

"Well then. Master Tiller, so clever a seaman should be glad 
to servo the Queen." 

" Weie it not for duty to another, whose claim comes Crst, 
nothing conld bo more agreeable than to lend a lady in distress 
a hel])ing hand." 
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10 THE WATER-WITCH. 

■' Aud who is he, who may prefer a claim to your services, in 
competition witii tlio majesty of these realms!" demanded 
Ludlow, with a Httlo of the pretension that, when speaking of 
its privileges, is apt to distingiiish the manner of one who has 
been accustomed to regard royalty with reverence. 

" Myself. When our afEiirs call us the same way no one can 
be readier tlian I, to keep Her Majesty's company; hiit^— " 

" This is presuming too far, on the tiitling of a moment,'' 
iuterrupted Ludlow ; " you know, sirrah, that I Iiave the right 
to command your services, without entering into a parley for 
them ; and which, notwithstanding your gay appearance, may 
after all be little worth the trouble." 

"There is no need to push matteis to extremity between us, 
Captain Ludlow," resumed the stranger, who had appeared to 
muse for a monicnt, " If I have baffled your pursuit once fo-day, 
it was perhaps to make my merit in entering the ship freely, 
less undeniable. We are here alone, and your Honor will 
account it no boasting, if I say that a man, well limbed and 
active, who stands six feet between plank and carhne, is not 
hkely to be led against his will, hke a yawl towing at the stem 
of a four-and-fbrty. 1 am a seaman, Sir; and though the ocean 
is my home, I never venture on it without sufficient footing. 
Look abroad from this hill, and say whether there is any craft 
in view, Pxcept the cruiser of the Queen, which would he likely 
to suit the taste of a mariner of the long voyt^ ! " 

" By which you would have me understand, you are here in 
quest of senlce ? " 

"Nothing less ; and though the opinion of a tbremast Jack 
may be of httle value, you will not be displeased to hear, that 
I might look ftirfher without finding a prettier sea-boat, or a 
swifter, than the one which sails under your own orders, A 
seaman of your station, Caplmn Ludlow, is not now to learn 
Ihat a man speaks differently, while his name is his own, and 
after he has given it away to the crown : and tlierefore I hope 
my present freedom will not be long remembered," 

" T have met men of your humor before, my friend, and i 
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have not now to leaiTi, Ihat n thoTOiigh man-of-war's man is as 
impiideTit on shore as he is obedient afloat. Is that a sail, in 
the offing, or is it the wing of a sea-fowl, glittering in the sun !" 

" It mny be either," observed the audacious mariner, turning 
his eyes leisurely towards tlie open ocean, " for we have a wide 
look-out from this windy bluff. Here are gnlls sporting above 
the waves, that turn thcic feathers towards the light" 

" Look more seawai'd. That spot of shining white should be 
Ihe canvas of some craft, hovering in the offing ! " 

"NoUiing more probable, in so lightabroeze. Yourcoasteia 
are in and out, like water-rats on a wharf, at any hour of the 
twenty-four — and yet to me it seems the comb of a breaking 

" Tis snow-white duck ; such as your swift rover wears on his 
loftier spars I " 

" A duck that is flown," returned the stranger diily, " for it 
is no longer to be seen. These fiy-aways, Captain Ludlow, give 
us seamen many sleepless nights and idle chases. I was once 
running down the coast of Italy, between the island of Corsica 
and the lu^n, when one of these delusions beset the crew, in 3 
manner that hath taught me to put httle faith in eyes unless 
backed by a clear horizon and a cool head." 

" I'll hear the eivcumstance," siud Ludlow, withdrawing his 
gaze from the distant ocean, like one who was satisfied his senses 
had been deceived. " "Wbat of this marvel of the Italian seas ? " 

" A marvel tnily, as your Honor will confess, when I read 
you the aff^r, much in the words I had it logged, for the 
knowledge of all concerned. It was the last hour of the second 
dog-watch, on Easter-Sunday, with the wind here at south-east 
easterly. A light fur filled the upper canvas, and jiist gave us 
command of the ship. The mountains of Corsica, with Monte 
Gliristo and Elba, had all been sunk some bom's, and we were on 
the yards, keeping a look-out for a landiall on the Roman coast. 
i low, thick bank of drifting fog lay along the sea, in-shore of 
us, which all believed to be the sweat of the land, and thought 
DO more of ; though none wished to enter it, for that is a coast 
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where foul dra rise, and through which the gulls and land-birds 
refuse to fly. Well, here we ky, the mainsful in the brdk, tbo 
topsails beating the mast-heads, like a maiden fanning Jieraelf 
when she sees her lover, and nothing full but the «pi>er duck, 
with the sun iiurly below the water in the western board. I was 
then young, and quick of eye, as of foot, and therefore among 
the iii'st to see the sight ! " 

" Which was ?" said Ludlow, interested in spite of his 

assumed air of indifference. 

" Why, here just above the bank of foul air, that ever resia 
on that coast, tlicre was seen an object, that looked like ribs of 
bright light, as if a thousand stars had quitted their usual berths 
in the heaven, to warn us off the land by a supernatural beacon. 
Tlie sight was in itself altogether out of nature and suiprising. 
As the night thickened, it grew brighter and more glowing, as 
if 'twere meant in earnest to warn us from the coast But when 
the word was passed to send the glasses aloft, there was seen a 
ghttering cross on high, and far above the spars on which 
earthly ships carry their private signals." 

" This was indeed extraordinary ! and what did you, to come 
at the character of the heavenly symbol ? " 

"We wore off shore, and left it a cleai' berth for bolder 
maiiners. Glad enough was I to see, with the morning sun, the 
snowy hills of Corsica agmn ? " 

" And the appearance of that object was never explained ! " 

" "Not ever will be. I have since spoke with the marinera of 
that sea concerning the sight, but never found any who could 
pretend to have seen it. There was indeed one bold enough to 
say, there is a church, fiir inland, of height and magnitude 
sufficient to be seen some leagues at sea, and that, favoi'ed by 
our position and the mists that hung above the low giwunds, 
we liad seen its upper works, looming above the fogs, and 
lighted for some brilliant ceremony ; but we were all too old in 
Beanian's exi^rience to credit so wild a tale. I know not but a 
chureh may loom, as well aa a hill or a ship ; but ho who 
pretends to say that the hands of man can thus pile stones 
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among the clouds, should be certMti of believers, ere he pushca 
the tale too lav." 

" Your narrative is extraordinary, and the marvel should 
have been looked into closer. It may tnUy have been a church, 
for there stands an edifice at Rome, which towers to treble the 
height of a ci'uiser's masts." 

"Ilaving rarely troubled churches, I know not why a church 
shoidd trouble me," said tlie mariner of the sash, white he 
turned his back on the ocean, as if indisposed to regard the waste 
of water longer. " It is now twelve years since that sight was 
Been, and though a seaman of many voyages, my eyes have not 
looked upon tlie Roman coast from that hour to this. Will 
your Honor lead the way from the bluff, as becomes your 
rank ? " 

" Your tale of the burning cross and looming church, Master 
Tiller, had almost caused me to forget to watch the movements 
of yon [>ei-iagua," returned Ludlow, who still continued to fece 
the bay. "That obstinate old Dutchman — I say. Sir, that 
Mr. Alderman Van Beverout has gi'eater confidence in thb 
description of craft than I feel myself. I like not the looks of 
yonder cloud, which is rising from out the mouth of Karitan ; 
and here, seaward, we have a gloomy horizon. By Heaven I 
there is a sail playing in the offing or my eye hath lost its use 
and judgment.'' 

" Your honor sees the wing of the sportiing gul! again ; it had 
been nigh to deceive my sight, which would be to cheat the 
look-out of a man that has the advantage of some ten or fifteen 
yeais' more practice in marine appearances. I remember once, 
when healing in among the islands of the China seas, with tlie 
trades here at south-east " 

" Enough of your marvels, friend ; the church is as much as 
T can swallow, in one morning.— -It may have been a gull ! for 
I confess the object small : yet it had the steadiness and size of 
a distant sail! There is some reason to expect one on 
our coast, for whom a bright and seaman's watch must be 
had." 
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" This may then leave me a choice of ships," rejoined 
Tiller. " I thaak your honor for having spoken, before I 
had given myself away to the Queen ; who is a lady that is 
much more apt to receive gifts of this nature than to return 

" If vour respect ahoard shall bear any proportion to yt'Ui' 
hardihood on shore, you may be accounted a model of cirility 1 
But a mariner of your pretension should have some regai'd to 
the character of the vessel in which he takes scnice." 

" That of which youi- honor spoke, is tJben a buccaneer !" 

" If not a buccaneer, one but little better. A lawless trader, 
under the most favorable vievr ; and there are tlioae who think 
that he, who has gone so far, has not stopt short of. the end. 
But the reputation of the ' Skimmef of the Seas' must be known 
to one who has navigated the ocean, long aa you." 

"You will overlook the curiosity of a seafaring man, in a 
matter of bis profession," returned the mariner of the sash, with 
strong and evident interest in his manner. " I am lately from 
a distant ocean, and though many tales of the buceaneei's of the 
islands have been narrated, I do not remember to have heard 
of that rover, before his name came into the discourse between 
me and the aehipper of the boat that jilies between this landing 
and the city. I am not alts^ther what I seem. Captain 
Ludlow ; and when further acquaintance and hard service shall 
have brought me more before the eyes of my commander, lie 
may not repent havmg mduced a thorough seaman to enter his 
ship, by a httle condescension and good-nature shown while the 
man was still his own mister Your honor will take no offence 
at my boldness, when I tell you I should be glad to know more 
of this unlawful trader." 

Ludlow ri\eted his eyes on the nnmoi'ed and manly counte- 
nance of his companion. There was a vague and midefined 
suspicion in the look ; but it vanished, as the practised organs 
drank in the assurance, which so much phj-aical promise offoi'ded, 
of the aid of a bold and active mariner. Rather amused than 
offended by the freedom of the request, he turned upon his heal, 
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and as ihey descended the bluff, on their way towards the place 
of landing, he continued the dialogue. 

" You are trnij from a distant ocean," said the young captain 
of the Coquette, smiUng like a man who apologizes to himself 
for an act of what ho thought undue condescensaon, " if the 
exploits of a hrigantine known by the name of the ' Walei'- 
Witch,' and of him who commands her, under the fit ap|)elLition 
of the ' Skimmer of the Seas,' have not yet reached your ears. 
It is now fi\'e summers since ordei^ have been in the colonics 
for the cruisers to be on the alert to hunt the picaroon ; and it 
13 even said, the daring smuggler has often braved the pennants 
of the narrow seas. 'Twould be a bigger ship, if not knight- 
hood, to tlie lucky officer who should catch the knave !" 

"He must drive a money-gmning trade to run these risks, 
and to brave the eftorts of so many skilful gentlemen 1 May I 
add to a presumption that your Honor already finds too bold, if 
one may judge by a (fepieased eye, by asking if report speaks to 
the feco and other particulars of the person of this — free-trader, 
one must call him, though freebooter should be a bettei 
word." 

" What matters the personal condition of a rogue !" said 
Captain Ludlow, who pei'haps remembered that tlie freedom of 
their intercouree bad been cairied as far as comported with 
prudence. 

" What matter, truly ! I asked because the description 
answeis a little to that of a man I oneo knew, in the seas of 
further India, and who has long since disappeared, though no 
one can say whither he has gone. But this ' Skimmer of the 
Seas ' is some Spaniard of the Main, or perhaps a Dutctinan 
come from the country that is awash, in order to taste of teri'a- 

" Spaniard of the southern coast never carried so bold a sail 
in these seas, nor was there ever known a Dutchrian with so 
light a heel. The fellow is said to laugh at the swiftest cniisei' 
out of England ! As to his figure, I have heard little good of 
'.t. 'Tis said, he is some soured officer of better days, who hati 
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quitted tho intereouree of honest men, because roguoiy is so 
plainlj' written on his face, that he vainly tries to hide it." 

" Mine was a proper man, and one tliat need not have been 
ashamed to show his countenance among his fellows," sfflj iie 
of the sash. " This cannot be the same, if indeed there be any 
on the coast — Ta't known, your Honor, that the man is truly 
herer 

" So goos a rumor ; though so many idle tales Lave led me 
before to seek the smu^ler where he was not, that I give but 
little fiutli to the report. — The periagua has the wind more at 
west, and the cloud in the mouth of the Raritnn is breaking 
into scud. The Alderman will have a lucky i-un of it !" 

" And the gulls have gone more seaward — a certain sign of 
pleasant weather," returned the other, glancing a quick but 
keen look over the horizon, in the offing. " I believe our rover, 
with his light duck, has taken flight among them !" 

" We will tlien go in pm-suit. My ship is bound to sea ; and 
it is time, Master Tiller, that I know in what berth you are will- 
ing lo servo the Queen." 

'' God bless her Majesty ! Anne is a i^oyal lady, and she had 
a Lord Iligh Admiral for her husband. As for a bei'th, sir, one 
always wishes to be captain, even though he may be compelled 
to eat his rations in the loe scuppers. I suppose the 6rst lieu* 
tenancy is filled to your honor's hking ! " 

" Sirrah, this is ti'ithng ; one of your years and experience 
need not be told that commissions are obtained by sen-ice." 

" Under fevor ; I confess the error. Captain Ludlow, you 
are a man of honor, and will not deceive a sailor who puts trust 

" Sailor or landsman, he is safe who has the gage." 
" Then, sir, I ask it. Suffer me to enter your ship ; to look 
into my future messmates, and to judge of their characters ; to 
see if the vessel suits my humor ; and then to quit her, if I find 
it convenient." 

"Fellow," sMd Ludlow, " this impudence almost surpasseth 
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THE WATER-WITCH, 17 

" Thfi rei^uest is reasonable, as can be shown," gi'aveJ.y 
returned the unlinowii mariner. " Now, Cajjtain Ludlow of 
the Coquette would gladly tie himself, for better for woiw, to a 
fair lady who has lately gone on the water, and yet thei'e are 
thousands who might be had with less difficulty." 

" Still deeper and deeper in thy effi'ontery ! And what if this 
be true ?" 

"Sir, a ship is a seaman's mistress — nay, when fairly under a 
per.r.ant, with a war declared, he may be said to be wedded to 
iier, lawfully or not. lie becomes ' bone of her bone, and flesh 
of her fiesh, until death doth them part' To such a long com- 
pact there should be liberty of choice. Has not your mariner a 
taste as well as your lover? The harpings and counter of his 
ship are the waist and shoulders ; the rigging, the ringlets ; the 
cut and fit of the sails, the fashion of the miUinery ; the guns 
are always called the teeth, and her paint is the blush and 
bloom ! Here is matter of choice, sir ; and, without leave to 
make it, I must wish your honor a happy cruise, and the queen 
a better servitor." 

"Why, Master Tiller," cried Ludlow, laughing, "you trust 
too much to these stunted oalis, if you beheve it exceeds my 
poiver to hunt you out of their cover at pleasure. But I take 
yon at your word. The Coquette shall receive you on these 
conditions, and with the confidence that a first-rate city belle 
would enter a countiy ball-room." 

" I follow in your honor's wake without more words," returned 
he of the sash, for the first time respectfully rising his canvas 
cap to the young commander " Though not -wtually married, 
consider me a man betrothed " 

It is not necessary to [lursue the disiourse b^twetn the two 
seamen any further. It wa-i mtuitoined, ind with suftjcicut 
freedom on the pail; of tlie mtciior, until they reiched the 
shore, and came in full \ lew of th^ penn uit i f the Queen, n hen, 
with the tact of an old man-of-wnr's man, he threw into hia 
manner all the respect that was usually required by the diflbr- 
ence of rank. 
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Half an hour later, the Coquette was rolling at a single anchor, 
as the pul£ of wind came off the hills on ber three topsails ; and 
shortly after she was seen standing through the Narrows, with a 
fresh south-west«rly hreeze. In all these movements there was 
nothing to attract attention. Notwithstanding the sarcastic 
allusions of Alderman Van Beverout, the cruiser was (ar from 
being idle; and her passage outward was a circumstance of sc 
common ocouiTence, that it excited no comment among the 
boatmen of the bay and the coasters, who alone witnessed lier 
departure. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



A HAi'pY mixture of land and water, seen by a blight moon, 
and beneath the sky of tJie fortieth degree of latitude, cannot 
fail to make a pleasing picture. Such was tlie landscape which 
the reader must now endeavor to present fo his mind. 

The wide estuary of Raiitan is shut in troia the winds and 
billows of the open sea hy a long, low, and naiTow cape, or 
point, which, by a medley of the Dutch and English languages, 
that is by no means rare in the names of places that lie within 
the former territories of the United Provinces of Holland, ia 
known by the name of Saudy-Hook, This tongue of land 
appears to have been made by the unremitting and opposing 
actions of the waves on one side, and of the cuiTenfa of the 
different rivers, that empty their waters into the bay, on the 
other. It is commonly connected with the low coast of New 
Jersey, to the south ; but there are periods of many yeara in 
succession, during which there exists an inlet from the sea, 
between what may be termed the inner end of the cape and 
tie main-land. During these periods, Sandy-Hoot of course 
becomes an island. Such was the fact at the time of which it 
is our business to write. 

The outer or ocean side of this low and nari'ow bank of sand, 
is a smooth and regular beach, like that seen on most of the 
Jersey coast, while the innec is indented, in a manner ta form 
soTeral convenient anchoring-grounds, for ships that seek a 
shelter from easterly gales. One of the lattw is a drcular and 
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pretty cove, in which vessels of a light draught aro completely 
embaved, and where they may in safety ride secure fixim 
any winds (hat blow. The harbor — or, as it is always called, 
the Cove — lies at the point where the cape joins the main, and 
the inlet just named commimicatea directly with its waters 
whenever the passage is open. The Shrewsbury, a river of the 
fourtli or fifth class, or, in other words, a stream of a few hun- 
dred feet in width, and of no great length, comes from tlie 
south, running nearly paraliel with the coast, and becomes a 
tributary of the bay, also, at a point near the Cove. Betwcca 
tlie Shi'ewabiuy and the sea, the land resembles that on ihe 
cape, being low and sandy, though not entirely without fertility. 
It is covered with a modest growth of pines and oaks, where it 
is not either subject to the labors of the husbandman, or in 
natural meadow. But the western bank of the river is an 
ahiupt and high accHrity, which rises to the elevation of a 
mountain. It was near the base of the latter that Alderman 
Van Beverout, for reasons that may be more fully developed as 
we proceed in our tale, had seen fit to ei'ect his villa, which, 
F^reeably to a usageof Holland, he had called the LustinEust; 
an appellation that the merchant, who had read a few of the 
classics in his boyhood, was wont to say meant nothing more 
nor less tlian "Otiuni cum dignitate." 

If a love of retirement and a pure air had its influence in 
detemiining the selection of tlie burgher of Manhattan, he could 
not have made a better choice. The adjoining lands had been 
occupied, early in the previous century, by a respectable femily 
of the name of Hartahome, which continues sealed at the place 
to the present hour. The extent of their possessions served, at 
that day, to keep others at a distance. If to this fact bo added 
the foi-mation and quality of the ground, which was, at so early 
a period, of trifling value for agricultural purposes, it will be 
seen tiere was as little motive as Uiere was opportunity for 
strangers to intrude. As to the air, it was refreshed by the 
breezes of tlie ocean, which was scarcely a mile distant; while 
it had nothing to render it unhealthy or impure. With tlii." 
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sketch of tlie general features of the scene whero so many of 
our inddents occurred, we shall proceed to describe the habita- 
tion of the Aldennan a little more in detail. 

This villa of the Lust in Eust was a low, irregiilai edifice, 
in bricks, whitewashed to the color of the driven snow, and in a 
taste that was altogether Dutch. There were many gables and 
weathei'cocks, a dozen small and twisted chimneys, with num- 
berless facilities that were intended for the nests of the stork*). 
These airy sites were, however, untenanted, to the great admira- 
tion of the honest architect, who, like many others that bring 
with them into this hemisphere habits and opinions that 
are better suited to the other, never ceased expressing hia 
surprise on the subject, though all the negroes of the neighbor- 
hood united in iffiiramg there wis no &uch b id in An euCT 
In front of the b ui theie was % nairow but m exceed 
ingly neat lawn, encircle 1 by shiubbaij while two old elma 
that seemed coeval with the m ui tain ^lew in the r ch soil of 
which the base of the latter wis comjosi,! N r wis theie 
a want of shade on ^ny pait of the natural terrace that nas 
occupied by the buildings It was thickly spnukled witli fruit 
trees, and here and th^ie was a pme oi an o'A of the niti\e 
growth. A declivity that was lather rapid fell away in front to 
the level of the mouth of the river. In short, it was au ample 
but an unpretending country-house, in which no domestJc eon- 
venieuce had been forgotten ; while it had little to boast of in the 
way of architecture, except its rusty vanes and twisted chimneys. 
A few out-houses for the accommodation of the negi-oes, 
were nigh and nearer to the river ; tliere were barns and stabloj 
of dimensions and materials altogether superior to those tliat the 
appearance of arable land or the condition of the small iarm, 
would seem to render necessaiy. The periagua in which the 
proprietor had made his jiassage across the outer bay, lay 
at a small wooden wharf immediately below. 

For the earlier hours of the evening, the flashing of candles, 
and a general and noisy movement among the blacks, had 
denoted 'Uie presence of the master of the \illa. But the 
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activity had gradually subsided , -md before tlip clock stntck 
nine, the manner in which the lights were distributed, and 
the general silence, showed that the party, mo^t probably 
fafigued with their journey, had already separated for the night. 
The clamor of the negroes had ceased, and the quiet of deep 
alcep was already prevailing among their humble dwellings. 

At the northern extremity of the villa, which, it will be 
remembered, leaned against the mountain, and facing the east, 
or fronting the river and the sea, there stood a little wing, even 
more deeply embowered in shrubbery and low frees, than 
the other parts of the edifice, and which was constructed altoge- 
ther in a different style. This was a pavilion erected for the par- 
ticular accommodation and at the cost of la belle Barberie. Here 
the heiress of the two fortunes was accustomed to keep her own 
little menage during the weeks passed in the country; and 
here she amused herself in those pretty and feminine employ- 
ments that suited her years and tastes. In compliment t« the 
beauty and origin of its inhabitant, the gallant Frangoia had 
christened this particular portion of the villa la Cour des Fees, 
a name that had got into general use, though somewhat 
corrupted in sound. 

On the present occasion the blinds of the principal apartment 
of the pavilion were open, and its mistress was still to be seen 
at one of the windows. Alida was at an age when the sex 
is most sensible of lively impressions, and she looked abroad 
on the loveliness of the landscape, and on the soft stillness of 
tte night, with the pleasure that sucha mind iswontto receive 
from objects of natural beauty. 

There was a young moon, and a firmament glowing with 
a myriad of stars. The light was shed softly on the water, 
though here and there the ocean glittered with its rays. A 
nearly imperceptible, but what seamen call a heavy air, came 
off the sea, bringing with it the refreshing coolness of the hour. 
The surface of the immense waste was perfectly unruffled, both 
within and without tlie barrier of sand that forms the cape ; but 
the body of the element was heaving and settling heavily,in a 
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manner to resemble the sleeping respiration of some being 
of huge physical frame. The roar of the surf, wtich rolled up 
in long and white curls upon the sands, was the only audible 
Bonnd ; hut that was heavy and incessant, sometimes swelling on 
the air hollow and threatening, and at others dying in dull and 
distant murmurs on the ear. There was a charm in these varie- 
ties of BoiHid, and in the solemn stillness of such a night, 
(hat drew AJida into her little balcony ; and she leaned forward 
beyond its shadow of sweet-hrier, to gaze at a part of the bay 
that was not ■visible in the front view, from her windows. 

La belle Barberie smiled when she saw the dim masts 
and daik hidl of a ship which was anchored near the end 
of the cape, and within its protection. There was the look 
of womanly pride in her dark eye, and haply some consciousness 
of womanly power in the swell of her rich lip, while a taper 
finger beat the bar of the balcony rapidly, and without con- 
sciousness of its employment. 

" The loyal Captain Ludlow has quickly ended his cruise !" 
8sud the mfdden aloud, for she spoke under the influence 
of a triumph that was too natural to be suppressed. " I shall 
become a convei-t to my uncle's opinions, and think the Queen 
badly served." 

" He who serves one mistress faithfully, has no light task," 
returned a voice from among the shrubbery that grew beneath, 
and nearly veiled the window ; " but he who is devoted to two, 
may well despair of success with both !" 

Alida recoiled, and at the next instant she saw her place 
occupied by the commander of the Coquette, Before venturing 
to cross the low baiiier that still separated him from Hie little 
parlor, the young man endeavored to read the eye of its 
occupant ; and then, either mistaking its expression, or bold in 
his years or hopes, he entered the room. 

Though certainly unused to have her apartment scaled with 
BO httle ceremony, there was neither apprehension nor wonder 
in the countenance of the fair descendant of the Ilnguenot. 
The blood mantied more richly on her cheek, and the brightness 
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of an eye tliaL was aever dull, inaeaaed, while her 5no forni 
became firm and cominandiiig. 

"I have heard that Captain Ludlow gained much of hia 
renown by gallantry in boarding," she said, in a roico whose 
meaning admitted of no misconception; "but I had hoped 
his ambilJoQ was satisfied witli laurels so fairly won ft'oiii 
the enemies of his country !'' 

" A thousand pardons, fairest Ahda," interrupted tho youtli ; 
"you know the obstacles that the jealous wafjihfiilness of your 
uncle opposes to my desire to speak ivitli you," 

" They are then opposed in vain, for Alderman Van Beverout 
has weakly believed the sex and condition of his ward wonid 
protect her from these coups-de-main." 

" Nay, Alida ; this is being more capricious than tlie winds ! 
Zou know too well how far my suit is unpleasant to your guar- 
dian, to torture a shght departure from cold observances into 
cause of serious complaint. I had hoped — perhaps, I should 
say, I have presumed on the contents of your letter, for which 
I return a thousand thanks ; but do not thus enielly destroy 
expectations that have so lately been raised beyond the point, 
perhaps, which reason may justify." 

The glow, which had begun to subside on the face of la belle 
BarbSrie, again deepened, and for a moment it appeared as if 
ber high self-dependence was a little weakened. After an instant 
of reflection, however, she answered steadily, though not entirely 
without emotion, 

" Reason, Captain Ludlow, has Uraited female propriety within 
narrow Umits," she said. " In answering your letter, I have 
consulted good-nature more tlian prudence ; and I find that jou 
are not slow in causing me to repent the en'or." 

" If I ever cause you to repent confidence in me, sweet Alida, 
may disgrace in my profession, and the distrust of the whole 
sex, he my punishment ! But, have I not reason to complain 
of this inconstancy on your part ? Oug-ht I to expect so severe 
a reprimand — severe, because cold and ironical — for an ofienec, 
Tenia] as the wish to proclaim 
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"Gratitude !" repeak'J Alida, imi this time hor wonder waa 
not feigned. " The word is strong, Sir ; and it expresses more 
than an act of courtesy, so simple as that which may attend tie 
lending a volume of popular poetry can have any right to claim." 

"I have strangely misconceived the meaning of the lettei', or 
tJiis has been a day of folly !" said Ludlow, endeavoring to 
Bwallow his discontent. "But, no; I have yout own words to 
refute that averted eye and cold look ; and, by the iaith of a 
Bailor, Alida, I will believe your deliberate and well-reflected 
thoughts, before tliese capricious fancies, which are unworthy o( 
your nature. Hera are the very words; I shall not easily part 
with the flattering hopes they convey !'' 

La belle Barberie now regarded the young man in open 
amazement Her color changed; for of the indiscretion of 
writing, she knew she was not guiltless, — but of having written 
in terms to justify the confidence of the other, she felt no con- 
sciousness. The customs of the age, the profession of her auifor, 
and the hour, induced her to look steadily into his face, to see 
whether the man stood before her in all the decency of his reason. 
But Ludlow had tlie reputation of being exempt from a vice 
that was then but too common among seamen, and there was 
nothing in his ingenuous and really handsome features to cause 
her to distrust his present discretion. She touched a bell, and 
signed to her companion to be seated. 

" Francois," said his mistress when the old valet, but half 
awake, entered the apartment, " fais moi le jilaisir de m'apportor 
de eette eau de la fontaine du bosquet, et du vin^le Capitaine 
Ludlow a soif ; et rappelle-toi, bon Francois, il ne faut pas d^ 
ranger mon oncle 5 eette heure ; il doit fitre bien fetigu6 de son 
voyage." 

When her respectful and respectable servitor had received his 
commission and departed, Alida took a seat herself, in the con- 
fidence of having deprived the visit of Ludlow of its clandestine 
charactei', and at the same time having employed the valet on 
an errand that would leave her sufficient leisure to investigate 
iixe inexphcable meaning of her companion. 
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" You have my word, Captain Ludlow, that this uiiaensonable 
appearance in tJie parihon is indiscreet, not to call it cniel," slie 
eaid, so soon as they were again alone ; " but that yoii have it, 
in any maimer, to justify your imprudence, I must continue to 
doubt until confronted by proof." 

" I had thought to have made a very different use of this," 
returned Ludlow, drawing a letter, — we admit it with some 
reluctance in one so simple and so manly, — from his bosom : 
" and even now, I take shame in producing it, though at your 
own orders." 

" Some mag^c has wrought a manel, or the scrawl has no 
Buch importance," observed Alida, taking a billet that she now 
began to repent having ever written. " The language of polite- 
ness and female reserve must admit of strange perversions, or all 
who read are not the best interpreters." 

La belle Bai'berie ceased speaking, for the instant her eye fell 
on the paper, an absorbing and intense curiosity got tie better of 
her resentment. We shall give the contents of the letter, precisely 
in the words which caused so much amazement, and possibly 
some little uneasiness, to the fair creature who was perusing it. 

" Tlie Kfe of a seaman," said the paper, in a delicate and 
beautiful female hand, "is one of danger and exposure. It in- 
spires confidence in woman, by the frankness to which it ^ves 
Inrth, and it merits indulgence by its privations. She who writes 
this, is not insensible to the merit of men of this bold calling. 
Admiration for the sea, and for those who live on it, has been 
her weakness through Kfe ; and her ^-isions of the future, like 
her recollections of the past, are not entirely exempt from a con- 
templation of its pleasures. The uis^es of different nations — 
fflory in arms—change of scene — with constancy in the affections, 
all sweetened by affluence, are temptations too strong for a 
female imagination, and they should not be without their in- 
fluence on the judgment of man. Adieu," 

This note was read, re-perused, and foi the third time conned, 
ere Alida ventured to raise her eyes to the face of the espectani 
young man. 
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"And this indelicate and unfeminine rhajBodj, Captfdn Lud- 
low has seen proper to ascribe to me !" she said, wliile her voice 
trembled between pride and mortification. 

" To whom else can I impute it ? No other, lovely Alida, 
could utter language so charming, in words so properly chosen" 

'riie long lashes of the maiden played quickly above their dark 
organs ; then, conquering feelings that were strjingely in contra- 
diclion to each other, she said witli dignity, turning to a little 
ebony escritoire which lay beside her dressing-bo x-.- 

"My correspondence is neither very important nor very ex- 
tensive ; but such as it is, happily for the reputation of tlie writer's 
taste, if not for her sanity, I believe it is in my power to show 
the tritio I thought it decorous to write, in reply to your own 
letter. Here is a copy," she added, opening what in fact was 
a draught, and reading aloud, 

" I thank Captain Ludlow for bis attention in affording me 
an opportunity of reading a narrative of the cruel deeds of the 
buccaneers. In addition to the ordinary feelings of humanity, 
one cannot but regret, that men so heailless are to be found in 
a profession that is commonly thought to be generous and tender 
of the wealt. We will, however, hope, that the very wicked and 
cowai'dly among seamen, exist only as foils to render the quali- 
ties of the very bold and manly more conspicuous. No one can 
be more sensible of this truth than the fiiends of Captain Lud- 
low," the voice of Alida fell a little, as she came to tliis sentence, 
" who has not now to earn a reputation for mercy. In.return, I 
send the copy of the Cid, which honest Franeois atfii-ms to be 
superior to all other poems, not even excepting Homer—- a book, 
which I bpheie he is mnocent of calumniating, from ignorance 
of its contents Agim thankmg Capt. Ludlow for this instance 
of his repeated atttntions, I beg he will keep the volume until 
he shall return from his mtended cruise." 

" Tins note is but a copj of the one you have, or ought to 
have," said the niece of the Alderman, as she raised her glowing 
face from leomng o\ t,r the paper, " though it is not signed, hke 
that, with the name of Alidi de Earb^rie." 
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WLen this explanation was over, both patties sat looking at 
each other in silent amazement. Still Alida saw, or tliought 
ehe saw that, notwithstanding tlie previous professions of her 
adinii'er, the yoiuig man rejoiced he had been deceived. 
Resi^eot for delicacy and reserve in the other sex is so geneml 
Hud so natural among men, that they who succeed the most in 
destroying its barriers, rarely fail to regret their triumph; and 
lie who truly loves can never long exult in any violation of 
propriety in the object of his affections, even though the 
concession.be made in bis own favor. Under the influence of 
this commendable and healthful feehng, Ludlow, while he was 
in some respects mortified at the turn afKuiis had taken, felt 
sensibly relieved from a load of doubt, to which the extra- 
ordinary language of the letter he believed his mistress to have 
written, had given birth. His companion read the state of hi'! 
mind in a countenance that was frank as face of sailor could he ; 
and though secretly pleased to gain her foniier place in hia 
respect, she was also vexed and wounded that he had ever 
presumed to distrust her reserve. She still held the inexplicable 
billet, and her eyes naturally sought the lines. A sudden 
thought seemed to strike her mind, and returning the paper, 
she smd coldly — 

" Captain Ludlow should know his correspondent better ; I 
much mistake if this be the firet of her communications." 

The young man colored to the temples and hid his face, for a 
moment, in the hollow of his hands. 

"You admit the truth of my suspicions," continued la belle 
Barb^rie, " and cannot be insensible of my justice, when I add, 
th»t henceforth " 

" Listen to me, Alida," cried the youth, half breathless in his 
haste to interrupt a decision that he dreaded; "hear me, 
and, as Heaven is my judge, yon shall hear only truth. I 
confess this is not Uie first of the letters, written in the same 
hand— jierhaps 1 should say in the same spirit — but, on the 
honor of a loyal officer, I affii-m that until circumstances led me 
to think myself so happy — so — very happy,—'' 
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"I understand you, Sir; the work was anonymous, until JOU 
saw fit to inscribe my name as its author. Ludlow I Ludlow! 
how moanly have you thought of the woman you profess to 
love !" 

" That were impossible ' I mingle little with thoao who study 
the finesse of life lud lonng -»s I do mj nobk profession, 
Alid^t, was it so unnatural to bplie\e that another might new it 
with the same ojcs ? But since you disa^ jw the letter—n-ty, 
your disavowal is unnecessary — I see my \amt\ has even 
deceived me in the wntmg — but since the delusion is o^er, I 
CO fe s tha I JO ce t s not so 

L belle Ba be e sm led an 1 h r countena e g ew bn^hter 
She enjoyed tie t un[l of k ov (>■ tl at she men ed the 
respect of her su to a d t a. a r m] h he ghteue 1 by 
recent o t fication Tl n s ceeeded ■* piu e of m e than a 
n nut« The emban-i ment of the s lenoe was hajf ly nter 
nil- ted bj the r t n of F an^ s 

M msell And c i lea de k fo tare sa I tie 

let ma s Mon r ot e oncle s e t c chfe et I a m s la 
clef de la cave au nn li^ons son o elie Ma to ce nest 
pTs fac le d avo du bo n du tout, en Amer \ e mais -vp 6a 
que Monsiour lo mauesest coU(.h6,cest toujours impossible, 
voila !" 

"N'importe, mon cher; le capitaine ra partir, et il n'a plus 

" Dere is assez de jin," continued the valet, who felt for the 
captain's disappointment, "maia. Monsieur Loodle have du 
gout, an' he n'aime pas so strong liqueur." 

"Ho has swallowed ah'eady more than was necessary for one 
occasion," said Alida, smiling on her admirer in a manner that 
left him doubtful whether he ought most fo repine or to rejoice. 
" ITiank you, good Pran«;ois ; your duty for the night shall end 
with lighting the captain to the door." 

Then saluting the young commander in a manner that 
would not admit of denial, la belle Barberie dismissed her 
lover and the valet together. 
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" You have n pleasant office, Monsieur Francois," said tha 
former, as iie was ligliteJ to the outer door of the pavilion ; "it 
ia one that many a gallant gentleinan would en^y." 

"Oui, Sair — it be grand plaisir to serve Mam'selle Alide, 
Je porte de fan, de book, mais quant au vin, Monsieur le 
Capitaiiie, parole d'honneur, c'est foujours impossible aprea que 
I'Aldermain s'est couohc." 

" Aye — the book — I think you had the agreeable duty, ti>-i!ay, 
of cai'rying the book of la Belle ?" 

" Vraiment, oiii ! Twas ouvrage de Monsieur Pierre 
Corneille. On pr6tond, quo Monsieur Shak-a-speai- en a 
empruntfe d'assez beaux sentimeufa I" 

"And the paper between the leaves! — you were charged 
also with tliat note, good Francois ?" 

The valet paused, shrugged his shoulders, and laid one of hia 
long yellow fingers on the plane of an enoimous aquiline nose, 
while he seemed to muse Th n shiking bis bead perpendicu- 
larly, he preceded the captun is before, muttering as usual, 
half in French and half in English — 

"For le papier, I know nen du tout; c'est bien possible, 
parceque, voyez vous. Monsieur leCajitaine, Mam'selle Alide 
did say, prenez-y garde, but I bo see him, depuis. Je supjiose 
'twas beaux compliments Merits on de vers of M. Pierre Corneille. 
Quel gi-nie que eelui de cet homme la!— n'est ce paa. 
Monsieur V 

"It is of no consequence, gocwi Francois," said Ludlow, 
slipping a guinea ibto the hands of the valet. " If you should 
over discover what became of that paper, however, you will oblige 
tne by letting me know. Good night; mes devoirs a la Belle I" 

"Bon soir. Monsieur le Capitaino ; c'est un brave Monsieur 
quj eelut-lS, et de tres bonne famiile ! II n'a pas de si grandes 
terres, que Monsieur le Patteroou, pouitant, on dit, qu'il doit 
avoir de johea maisona et assez de rentes publiquea I J'aime k 
servir un si gfenereux et loyal nialtre, mais, mallieureuseineiit, il 
est mafiu ! M. de Barberie n'avait pas trop d'amitie pour les 
gens de cette profession Ul." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Tns decision with which la demoiselle Barb^rie had 
dismissCKl her suitor, was owing to some coDsciousness that she 
had need of opportunity to reflect on the singulai' nature of the 
events which had just happened, no loss than to a sense of the 
impropriety of his visiting her at that hour, and in a manner so 
eqnivocaL But, like othei's who act fram feverish impulses, 
when alone the maiden repented of her precipitation ; and she 
remembered fifty questions which might aid in clearing the 
affMF of its mystery, that she wonld now gladly put. It was 
too late, however, for she had heard Ludlow take his leave, and 
had hstened, in breathless silence, to his footstep, as he passed 
the shrubbery of her little lawn. Francois reappeared at the 
door, to repeat his wishes for her rest and happiness, and then 
she believed she was finally alone for the nighl^ since the ladies 
of that age and country were httle apt to require the assistance 
of their attendants, in assiuning or in divesting tliemselves of 
their ordinary attire. 

It was still early, and the recent interwew had deprived Alida 
of all incUnation for sleep. She placed the lights in a distant 
comer of the apartment, and approached a window. The moon 
had so far changed its position, as to oast a different light upon 
the water. The hollow washing of the surf, the dull but heavy 
breathing of the ^r from the sea, and the soft shadows of the 
^rees and mountain, were much the same. The Coquette lay, as 
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before, at ber anchor near the cajie, aiid tlie Slirewsbui'j 
glittered towards the south, until its surface was concealed by 
the jirojection of a high and nearly perpendiculai' bluff. 

'Hie stillness was profound, for, with the exception of the 
dwelling of the family who occupied the estate nearest the villa, 
there was no other habitation within some miles of the piace. 
Still the solitude of the situation was undisturbed by any appre- 
hension of danger, or any tradition of violence fi'om rude and 
lawless men. The peaceable character of the colonists who 
dwelt in the interior country was proverbial, and their habita 
simple ; while the ocean was never entered by those barbarians 
who then rendei'ed some of the seas of the other hemisphere aa 
fearful as they were pleasant. 

Notwithstanding this known and customary character of 
tranquillity, and the lateness of the hour, Alida had not been 
many momenfs in her balcony before she heai'd the sound of 
oars. The stroke was measured, and the noise low and distant, 
but it was too familiar to be mistaken. She wondered at the 
expedition of Ludlow, who was not accustomed to show such 
hast* in quitting her presence, and leaned over the railing to 
catch a glimpse of his departing boat. Each moment she 
expected to see the little bark issue from out of the shadows of 
the land, into the sheet of brightness which stretched nearly to 
the cmizer. She gazed long, and in vain, for no barge appeared, 
yet the sound had become inaudible. A light still hung at the 
peak of the Coqflett*, a sign that the commander was out of bis 

The view of a fine ship, seen by the aid of the moon, with its 
symmetry cf spars, and its delicate tracery of cordage, and the 
heavy and grand movements of the hull as it rolls on the slug, 
gish billows of a calm sea, is ever a pleasing and indeed an 
imposing spectacle. Alida knew that more than a hundred 
human beings slept within the black and silent mass, and her 
thoughts insensibly wandered to the business of theiv daring lives, 
their limited abode, and yet wandering existence, their frank and 
manly qualities, their devotion to the cause of those who occupied 
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the land, their broken .iTid iuterruptod connexion nilU the rost of 
the human fiunily, and fiiiaily to those wealrejied domestic ties, 
and to that reputation for inconstancy, wjiich are apparently a 
natural consequence of all. She sighed, and her eye wandered 
horn the slup to that ocean on which it was consttuctod to dwell. 
From the distant, low, and nearly imperceptible shore of tho island 
of Nassau, to the coast of New Jersey, there was one broad and 
untenanted waste. Even the sea-fowl rested his tired wing, and 
slept tranquilly on the water, 'fhe broad s] ■ace appeared like some 
great and unfrequented desert, or rather iike a denser and more 
material copy of the firmament by which it was canopied. 

It has been mentioned that a stunted growth of oaks and 
pines covered much of the sandy lidge that formed the cape. 
The same covetipg furnished a dark setting to the waters of the 
Cove. Above this outline of wood, which fringed the margin 
of the sea, Alida now fancied she saw an object in motion. At 
fct, she believed some ragged and naked tree, of which the 
coast had many, «-!S so placed as to deceive her vision, and had 
thrown its naked lines upon tho background of water, in a 
manner to assume the shape and tracery of a hght-ri^ed 
vessel. But when the dark and symmetrical spars were dis- 
tjnctiy seen, gliding past objects that were known to be station- 
ary, it was impossible to doubt thcii' chai-act«r. The maiden 
wondered, and her surprise was not unmixed with appi'ehensiou. 
It seemed as if the stranger, for such the vessel must needs bo, 
was recklessly approaching a surf, that, in its most tranquil 
moments, was dangerous to such a fabric, and that he steered, 
uneonsdous of hazard, directly upon the land. Even the move- 
ment was mpterious and unusual. Sails there were none ; and 
yet the light and lofty spare were soon hid behind athicket tlial 
covered a knoll near the margin of the sea. Alida exijeet«d, 
each moment, to hear the cry of mariners in distress ; then, as 
the minutes passed on and no such fearfid sound interrupted 
the stillness of the night, she began to bethink her of these 
lawless rovere, who were known to abound among the Caribbean 
isles, and who were said soraeljmes even to enter and, to relit, in 
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the smalltT and more secret inlets of tlie American continent 
Ite tales, coupk'd irith tiie deeds, character, anO fate of the 
notorious Kidd, were then still I'cceiit, and although jaagnified 
and colored tiy vulgar exaggerations, as all such tales are known 
to bo, enough was believed, by the better instructed, to make 
hia life and death the subject of many curious and mysterious 
rumors. At this moment, she would have gladly recalled the 
young commander of the Coquette, to apprise him of the 
enemy that was nigh ; then, ashamed of terrors that she was 
lain to hope savored more of woman's weakness than of ti'uth, 
she ondcaTOfed to believe tlie whole some ordinary movement 
of a co;u-ter, who, femiliar with Ids situation, could not possibly 
be either in want of aid, or an object of alarm. Just as this 
natural and consoling conclusion crossed her mind, she very 
audibly heard a step in her pavilion. It seemed near the door 
of the room she occupied. Breatbless, more with the excite- 
ment of her imagination, tlian with any actual fear created by 
this new cause of alarm, the maiden quitted the balcony, and 
stood motionless to listen. The door, in truth, was opened 
with singular caution, and, for an instant, Ahda saw nothing 
but a confused area, in the centre of which appeared the figure 
of a menacing and rapacious freebooter. 

" Northern lighte and moonsbne '" growled Mdcimin Vin 
Beverout, for it was no other thin the uncln ot the heuess, 
whose untimely and unexpected \isit had caii'^ed hei so much 
alarm. " This sky-watching, and tuminc; ot night mto diy, 
will be ilic destruction of thy beauty, nieie , and we shall see 
how plenty Pati-oons are for husbanda' A bnght ejo and a 
blooming cheek are thy stock in trade, girl ; and she is a spend- 
thiift of both, who is out of her bed when the clock hath struck 
ten." 

" Your disdpline would deprive many a beauty of the means 
of using her power," returned la demoiselle, smiling, as much at 
[he folly of her recent feare, as with atfection for her reprover. 
" ITiey tell mc, tiiat ten is the witching time of night, for the 
necromancy of the dames of Eui'ope." 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



" Witeli me no ivildies 1 The name reraiiKls one of iLe 
cnniiing Yankees, a race that would outwit Lucifer himself, if 
left to sot the conditions to tlicir bargain. Here is the PatTOon, 
wishing to let in a family of the knaves among the honest 
Dutchmen of his manor ; and we have just settled a dispute 
between us, on this suhject, by malting the lawful tiia!.'' 

" Wliich it may be jirojier to hope, dearest uncle, was luil 
the trial by battle?" 

" Peace and olive-branches, no ! Tlie Patroon of Kiudcrliodk 
is the last man in the Americas that is likely to suffer by the 
blows of Myndert Van Beverout, I challenged the boy to hold 
a fine eel, that the blacks have brought out of the river to help 
in breaking our morning fasts, that it might be seen if Le were 
fit to deal with the slippery cogues. By the merit of tlie peace- 
able St, Nicholas ! but the son of old Uendrick Van Staats had 
a busy lime of it ! The lad griped the fish, as the ancient tra- 
dition has it that thy uncle clenched the IloUaud florin, when 
my fether put it between my fingers, within the month, in 
order to see if the tnio saving gi'ace was hkely to abide in the 
family for anotlier generation. My heart misgave me for a 
moment ; for young Oloff has the fist of a vice, and I thought 
the goodly names of the Harmans and Kips, Corneliuses and 
Divcks of the manor rent-roll were likely to be contaminated by 
the Company of an Increase or a Peleg ; but just as the Patroon 
thought he had the watery viper by the throat, the fish gave 
an unexpected twist, and slid tlirough his fiiigcis by the tail. 
Flaws and loop-holes ! but that experiment has as much wisdom 
as wit in it I" 

"And to me, it seemeth better, now that Providence has 
brought all the coionies under one government, that these pre- 
judices should be foi^otten. We we a people, spning from 
many nations, and our effort should be to presen*e the liberality 
and intelligence, while we forget the weaknesses, of all." 

" Bravely said, for the child of a Huguenot I But I defy the 
man, who brings prejudice to my door. I like a merry tiadc, 
and a quick calculation. Let me see the man in all New 
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England, tliat can tell the color of a balance-sheet quicker Hian 
one that can he named, and I'll gladly hunt up the satehel and 
go to school again. I love a man tlie better for looking to his 
own interests, I ; and, yet common lionesty teaches lis, that 
there should be a convention between men, beyond which none 
of reputation and character ought to go." 

" Which convention shall be understood, by every man, to 
be the limits of his own facnltJes ; by which means the dull 
may rival the quick of thought. I fear me, uncle, tliere should 
be an eel kept on every coast to which a trader comes!" 

" Pi'cjudice and conceit, child, acting on a drowsy head ; 'tjs 
time thou Hoek?st thy pillow, and in the morning we shall see 
if young Oloff of the Manor shall have better success with thy 
favor, than vnih the prototype of the Jonathans. Here, put 
out these flaring candles, and take a modest lamp to light thee 
to thy bed. Glaring windows, so near midnight, give a house 
an extravagant name in tlio neighborhood." 

" Our reputation for sobriety may suffer in the opinion of the 
eeis," returned Alida, laughing, "but here are few others, I 
believe, to call us dissipated." 

"One never knois-s, one never knows," muttered the Aiders 
man, extinguishing the two large candles of his niece, and sub- 
stituting his own little hand-lamp in their place. "This broad 
light only invites to wakefulness, while tlie dim taper I leave is 
good as a sleejiing draught. Kiss me, wilful one, and draw thy 
cnrtaius close, for the negi'oos wil! Mon rise to load the [wriagua, 
(liat tliey may go up with the tide to tlie city. Tlio noise of 
the chattering blackguards may disturb thy slumbers," 

" Truly, it would seem there is little here to invite such active 
navigation," returned Alida, saluting tiio cheek of her uncle, at 
liis oifler. " The love of trade must be strong, when it finds the 
materials of commerce in a solitude like tliis." 

"ITiou hast divined the reason, child. Thy father. Monsieur 
de Barbf^rie, had his peculiar o[>inioiis upon tbe subject, and 
doubtless he did not fail to transmit some of tliem to his ofl- 
apring. And yet, when the Huguenot was driven from his 
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chateau nnd his dnjcj Noi'iiian laml!, tlie iiiiiii lia<l uo distaste 
himself ('IT ail accoiiiit-cnrrent, provided tlie lialance was in his 
own favoc. Nations aiid characters I I find but httie difl'erence, 
after all, in trade, whether it be -driven with a Mohawk for his 
fiaek uf furs, or with a Seigneur, who has been driven from his 
laiiils. Each strives to get the profit on his own side of the 
awiount, and the loss on that of his neighbor. So rest tliee 
well, girl ; and remetaber that matrimony is no more, than a 
asjiitaJ bargain, on whose success depends the sum total of a 
woiTian's comfort — and so, once more, good night," 

La belle. Barb^rie attended her uncle dutifully to the door of 
her pavihon, which she bolted after him ; and then, finding her 
little n[>artraent gloomy by the light of the small and feeble 
lam|> he had left, she was pleased to bring its flame in contact 
with the wicks of the two candles he had just extinguished. 
Pacing the three near each other on a table, the maiden again 
drew nigh a window. The unexpected interview with tlie 
Aldeiman Lad consumed several minutes, and she was curious 
to know more of the unaccountable movements of the mysteiious 
vessel. 

The sam d ep sUence reigned il out the nlli, and the 'ihim 
bering ocean was hea^mg and settmg as hea^dy as bekie 
Aiida agim looked foi the boat ot Lndlow but hei eye r ui 
over the whole distance of the bright ind bioad streak hetnee i 
her and the cruiserra ^-un TIkh, wis the shght njple ff tlie 
water in the ghttenn^' tf the moons ms but no s]ieck like 
that the b-u^enouldmikc was \T,ilie The hnteni'.till shone 
at the ennsei s peak Once indeed she thought the sound of 
oars was again ti be heard and much nearer than before }et 
no effort of her quick and roving sight could detect the position 
of the bolt To all tliese doubts snecneded in ahrm which 
sprang from a new -ind \ery difti-ient sjurct 

The existence of the inlet which united the ccean with the 
waters of tiie Co^e wm but httle known excej.! Id the lew 
whose a\ocation3 keft them near th spot The p-ias being 
much more thin half the time closed its ^ iivm^' Hnricter nnd 
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the little usu that could be made of it under any circumstances, 
prevented llie place from being a subject of general interest 
with the cwistera. Even ivhen open, tlia depth of ils water ivas 
uncertain, since a week or two of calms, or of westerly ivinds, 
would permit the tides to clean its channel, while a single east- 
erly gale was sufficient to choke the entire inlet with sand. No 
wonder, then, that Alida felt an amazement which was not 
quite free from superstitious alarm, when, at that hour and in 
such a scene, she saw a Tesael ghding, as it were, unaided by 
Bails or sweeps, out of the thicket that ilinged the ocean side of 
tlie Cove, into its very centre. 

The strange and mysterions craft was a brigantine of that 
mixed consti'uction, which is much used even in the most 
ancient and classical seas of tlie other hemisphere, and which is 
supposed to unite the advantages of both a square and of a 
fore-and-aft ligged vessel, but which is nowhere seen to display 
the same beauty of fonn, and symmetry of equipment, as on 
the coasts of this Union. The firet and smallest of its masts had 
all the complicated machinery of a ship, with its superior and 
inferior spars, its wider reaching, though light and manageable 
yaids, and its various sails, shaped and arranged to meet eveiy 
vidssitude and caprice of the winds ; while the latter, or larjj;er 
of tlie two, rose like the straight tnmk of a pine from the hull, 
Mmple in its cordage, and spreading a single sheet of canvas, 
that in itself was suiRdent to drive the fabric with vast velodty 
through the water. The hull ivaa low, graceful in its outlines, 
dark as the raven's wing, and so modelled as to tloat on its 
element like a sea-gull riding the billows. There were many 
dehcato and attenuated lines among its spars, wliich were 
intended to spread broader folds of canvas to the light airs 
when necessary ; but those additions to the tracery of the 
machine, which added so much to its beauty by day, were now, 
seen as it was by the dimmer and mote treacherous rays of the 
moon, scai'cely visible. In shoi't, as the vessel had entered the 
Cove floating with tlie tide, it was so singulaily gi'aceful 
raid fiury-like in form, that Alida at first was Mi\ to discredit 
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Iier senses, and to believe it no more than some illusion of the 
fancy. Like most othei's, she was ignorant of the tempoiary 
inlet, and, under tiie circumstances, it was not difEcult to lend 
a momentaiy credence to so pleasing an idea. 

But the delusion was only momentary. The brignntino turned 
in its course, and, gliding into the part of tJie Cove where 
the ciuTaturo of the shores ofFered most protection from the 
winds and waves, and perhaps from curious eyes, its roolioi) 
censed. A heavy plunge in the water was audible even at 
the Wlla, and Alida tlien knew that an anchor had fallen into 
the bay. 

Although the coast of North America offered httSe to inrito 
lawless depredation, and it was in general beheved to be so 
safe, yet tite posMbility that cupidity might be iniited by the 
retired situation of her uncle's villa did not fail to suggest itself 
to the mind of the young heiress. Both she and her giiardJan 
were veputed to be wealthy ; and disappointment on the open 
sea might drive desperate men to the commission of crimes 
that in more pi'ospcrous moments would not suggest them- 
selves. The freebootere wore said to have formeriy visited the 
coast of the neighboring island, and men were just then com- 
mencing those excavations for hidden treasures and secreted 
booty which have been, at distant intervals, continued to our 
own time. 

There are situations in which the mind insensibly g^ves ci'cdit 
lo impressions that tfie reason in common disapproves. The 
present was one in which Alida de Bai'Mrie, though of a roso- 
hite and even a mascnUne tinderstanding, felt disposed to 
believe tliere might bo truth in tliose tales that she had 
hitherto heard only to deride. Still keeping her eye on the 
inoljonless vessel, she drew back into her window, and wrappetl 
the curtain round her form, undecided whether to alarm tho 
family or not, and acting nnder a vague impression tliat, Oiough 
BO distant, her pei'son might be seen. She was hardly thus 
aeci'eted, befoi'e the shrubbery was violently agitated, a footstep 
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was heard in the lawn beneath her window, and one leaped so 
liglitly into the balcony, and from the balcony into thii centre 
of the room, that the passage of the figure seeinod like the 
flitting of some creature of RU|iernatural attiibutes. 
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CnAPTER IX. 



The first impulsa of Alida, at this second invasion of lier 
pavilion, was certainly to See. But timidity wfia not hor weak- 
ness, and as natural firmness gave her time to examine the pet- 
son of the individual who had so unceremoniously entered, curio- 
sity aided in inducing her to remain. I'echaps a vague, but a 
veiy natural expectation that she was again to dismiss the com- 
mander of the Coquette, had ila influence on her first decision. 
In order that the reader may judge how far this boldness 
was excusable, we shall describe the person of the intruder. 

The stranger was one in the very bud of young and active 
manhood. His years could not have exceeded two-and-twenty, 
nor would he probably have been thought so old, had not 
his features been shaded by a rich brown hue, that in some degi'ec 
sen-ed as a foil to a natural complexion, which, though never 
fair, was sti!! clear and blooming. A pair of dark, bushy, and 
jetrblack silken whiskers, that wore in singidar contrast to eye- 
lashes and brows of femiiiino beauty and softness, aided also in 
giving a decided expression to a face (hat might otherwise have 
been wmting in some of Uiat charactci' which is thought essen- 
tial to comelineos m man The forehca I w^s '.mooth and low ; 
tlie no«e though prominent -ind bold m outbne of exceeding 
deljcaej m detail the mouth ind lip« fdl a little inclined 
to be arch though the former apj nr^d is f it might at times 
be pensive the teeth were e en and unsnlhed, and the chin was 
small, round drajlel •aid s caiefuUv dnested of tlie dis- 
tinguishing mi k (f the =ex, thit one could fency nature 
bad oonbibuted all its giowth to ado a the neighboring cheeks 
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and ti^mjjli'R. Tf to those features be added a pair of fiiU 
and bnlliint coal lliek eyes thit ■ippeaied to ^-ln then expie^- 
sion at tlicir ma tei « will tlie read r will at once see thit tlio 
pnvacv of Alida had Ken invaded hy one whose personal 
ittraUuiis myht, uiidLi other ciR.mnatanu'a hi\e beeii dinger 
ous to iJl im-ijn iti ii ol a fem le win. e tTite vv is. in sonio 
di,gree iiillu need Ij ■% itiiidirl t ( iled !j hfr oni] loveh 
ness 

The dress of the stranger n vi is «iiif[uo ai Ins pi.raonaI 
attractions were L\tL"iordinary The fishion of the garments 
reiembled that of those ali adv deaul d is worn by tlie 
man who has aimoiuiced him If as M wttr Tiller but tlie 
matenals w le alloa; ther n hm" and jn iging only hom 
Uie e\tenor mjre worthy of tlie « i i 

Ihe lyht fjock was of i (li k i \\\]k. silk of in lid m 
maniifutiirc tut with e\i 1 1 j; cue to fit the hue outhne, 
ut I) ioiTB til it was ritlier lound tlnn square active than 
ithktiL Ihe Ijose trowsers were of a fine white jean tin. 
cap of scarlet VLhet oniampntel nith gold, aad the bodv 
WIS belted with n lar^e cord f -^larlet silk twisti d tn tho 
form of 'i ships cable At the ends ff the htter 1 itl 
inchors ivrought m Uilinn weie attache 1 as g\y ind 
fitting ipjfndiges 

In contnst to an itt ri, so nhimsu'al ind iincimmjn 
however a pur of smill and iichl} mounted pLstols w lo at 
the stianger s girdle and the hift of a curiously caived \siitic 
d^g^r was seen projecting vather ostentatiously from between 
the filda of the upper girment 

' Whit cheer' what cheer! eiied a voice that wis more 
in hirraony with the appea-ance of tin speaker than with thi, 
riuah professioni! aalutition he uttered so soon is he hid 
furly landed in the centre of Alida s little saloon Come lorth 
1 y dealer in the covenn^ of the b iver, tor heie is one who 
I nn^ gold to thy eoftew. Ila ! now that this trio ol lights 
hith done its oflice, it may be extinguished lost it pi lot' others to 
llie foibidd n haven j" 
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"Your pardon, sir," said the misti'ess of the parilion, adranc- 
mg from "behind the curtain with, an aiv of coolness that lier 
beating heart had nigh betrayed to bo counterfeit ; "having so 
unexpected a guest to entertsun, the additional candles are 
necessary." 

Tlie start, recoil, and evident alarm of the intruder, lent 
/\lida a little more assurance; for courage is a quality that 
appears to gain foree in a degree proportioned to the amount in 
which it is abstracted fi'om the dreaded object. Still, when she 
saiv a hand on a pistol, tlie maiden was again about to flee ; nor 
was her resolution to remain confirmed until sbe met the mild 
and alluring eye of the inti'uder, as, quitting his hold of the 
weapon, he advanced with an air so mild and graceful as 
to cause generosity to take the place of fear. 

"Though Alderman Van BevcTOut be not punctual to his 
appointment," said the gav young stranger " be has more than 
ttoned for his abiencc by the substit ite 1 e sends I boiie she 
cf mes authorized to arrange tlie whole of jnr treity ' ' 

I chim no right to hear or t-> Ictnta n matters not my 
own My utmost powers cxlcnd t) fs^pr^ssiUir a Jesre that 
tins pivihon mny \e twrn; t from the d cuvsion of affiu'^ as 
much bejond niyknoilcd^e as they aie p jtrated trom my 
interests 

Tlien why fhs Mgnal? d minded the str'inaer poitmg 
with a serious air to the iigbts that still burned near each other 
in fece of an open window. " It is awkward to mislead in trans- 
actions that ai'e so delicate 1" 

"Your allusion, sir, is not undei'stood. These lights are 
DO more than what are usually seen in my apartment at this 
hour, with, indeed, the addition of a lamp left by my uncle. 
Alderman Van Beverout." 

" Your uncle !" exchiimed the other, advaneiiig so near Alida 
bS to cause her to retii-e a step, his counltnance cxprcssiDg 
a deep and newly-awakened intei*est — " yoni" uncle ' Tliis theu 
is one far-famed and jiislly exioiled, la belle Barberie!" ho 
added, gallantly lil'ling his cap, as il* be had just discovered tlio 
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condition and tlie unusual personal attractions of his com- 
panion. 

It was not in uatme for Alida to be displeased. All her 
fiinded causes of terror were forgotten ; for, in addition to their 
improbable and uncertain nature, the stranger bad suffidently 
given her to understand that he was expected by her uncle. If 
ive add, tliat the singular attraction and softness of his face and 
voicQ aided in quieting her Seais, we shall probably do no vio- 
lence either to the truth or to a very natural feeling. Pro- 
foundly ignorant of the detjnls of commerce, and accustomed to 
hear its mysteries extolled as exercising the keenest and bsat 
feculties of man, she saw nothing extraordinary in those who 
were actively engaged in the pursuit having reason for concciil- 
ing their movements from the jealousy and rivalry of competi- 
tors, like most of her sex, she liad great dependence on the 
characters of those she loved ; and tliough nature, education, 
and habit, had created a striking difference between the guardian 
aud his ward, their harmony had never been interrupted by any 
breach of affection, 

"This, then, is la belle Barb^rio !" repeated the young sailor, 
for such his dress denoted him to be, studying her features with 
au expression of face, in which pleasure vied with evident and 
touching meLincholy. " Fame hath done no injustice, for hero 
is ail that might justify the folly or madness of man !" 

"This is lamiliar dial<^ie for an utter stranger,'' returned 
Alida, blushing, though the quick dark eye that seemed to 
fathom all her thouglifs saw it was not in anger. " I do not 
deny, that the partiality of fi'iends, coupled witli my origin, have 
obtiuned the appellation, whicb is given, however, more in play- 
fulness than in any serious opinion of its being merited— -and 
now, as the hour m getting late, and this visit is at least luiusual, 
you will permit me to seek my uncle." 

"Stay I" interrupted the stranger — "it is long— very long, 
since so sootliing, so gentle a pleasure has been mine ! This is 
a life of uij-steries, beautiful Alida, though its inddents seem bo 
vulgar, and of every-day oecuirence. There is mystery in its 
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banning and its end ; in its impulses ; its symiiathies and all 
its discordant passion?!. No, do not quit me. I am ftom ofi 
the sea, where none but coarse and vulffar-minded men have 
long bren my a^isociatea ; aod thy presence is a halm to a braked 
oDd .voimded spirit" 

Itiltrested, if possihle, more by the touching and melancholy 
f.;ni;s oi' the speakcj', than by his extraordinary language, Alida 
iieaitated. Her reason toid her that propriety, and even pru- 
dence, required she should aj)prise her uncle of the stranger's 
presence ; hut propriety and pnidence loso much of their influence, 
when female curiosity is su-ftiiiiied by a secret and powerful 
synq>athy. Her own eloquent eye met the open and imploring 
look of organs that seemed endowed witli the fabled power to 
cliarni ; and while her judgment told her tliere was so much to 
alarin, her senses pleaded powerfully in behalf of the gentle 



"An expecte<l guest of my uncle mil have leisure to repose, 
after the privations and hardships of so woitry a voyage," she 
said. " This is a house whoso door Is never closed iigainst the 
rites of hospitality." 

" If there is aught about my peisou or attire, to aiarai you," 
returned the stranger, earnestly, "speak, tliat it may be cast 
away — these arms— thi^e foolish arms, had better not have been 
here," he added, casting the pistols and dagger indignantly, 
through a window, into the shrubbery ; " Ah ! if you knew liow 
unwillingly I would hai'm any — and, least of all, a woman — you 
woidd not fear me 1" 

" I fear you not," returned la Belle, firmly. '■ I dread the 
misconceptions of the world." 

" What world is here to disturb us 3 Thou Uvest in thy pa- 
vilion, beautiful Alida, remote from towns aud eniT, like some 
favored damsel, over whose hajp^ and chaimed hfe prtsides a 
benignaut genius See, here <ue all the pretty miteriaN with 
which thy Bt\ seeks nmocent and happy amuioment. Tli iii 
touchest tins lut. wlun melancholy lenders thought jliaiugj 
here are cotois to mo^k, oi to eclqse, the beauties ol the lields 
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and tlie mountains, the flower, and the tree ; and from fiieae 
pages aro ciillod thoughts, piire and licli in imagery, as thy 
spirit is spotless, and thy ])erson lovely !" 

Alida listened m amazement ; for, whilo ho spoke, Uio yo\itig 
mariner touched the different articles ho named, with a melan- 
choly interest, which seemed to say how deeply ho regretted 
tliat fortune had placed him in a profession in which tlieir uso 
was nearly denied. 

" It is not common for those who live on the sea to feel this 
interest in the trifles which constitute a woman's pleasure,*' she 
said, lingering, spite of her better resolution to depart, 

" The spirit of our rude and boisterous trade is then known 
to you V 

"It were not possible for the relation of a merchant, ao 
extensively known as my uncle, to be ignorant altogether of 
mariners.'' 

" Aye, here is proof of it," returned the stranger, speaking so 
quick as again to betray how acnsilively his mind was con- 
structed. " The History of tlie Amencnn Buccancera is a rare 
book to be found in a fady's lihi'aiy ! What pleasure can a 
mind like that of la hello Barbfirie find in these recitals of bloody 



" What pleasure, ti-uly !" returned Alida, half tempted, by 
the wild and excited eye of her companion, notwithstanding all 
the contradictory evidence which surrounded him, to believe 
she was addressing one of the very rovers in question. " The 
book was lent me by a brave seaman, who holds himself in 
readiness to repress tiicir depredations ; and while reading of so 
mncli wickedness, I endeavor to recall the devotion of those who 
risk their lives, in order to protect the weak and innocent — My 
uncle will be angered, should I longer delay to apprise him of 
your presence." 

"A single moment! It is long — very long, since I have en- 
tered a sanctuary hke this ! Here is music, and thei'e the frame 
for the gaudy tambour — these windows look on a landscape, 
Eoft as thine own nature; and yonder ocean can be admired 
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without dreading its temfic pomor, or feeling disgust at Its 
coarser scenes. Thou shouldat be happy hei'e !" 

The stranger turned and perceived that lie was alone. Dis- 
appointment was strongly painted on his handsome face ; but, 
ere there was time for second thought, another voice was heard 
grumbling at the door of tbe saloon. 

"Compacts and treaties ! What, in the name of good faith, 
halh bronght thee hither ? Is this the way to keep a cloak on 
our movements ? or dost supjjose that the Queen will knighl 
me, for l>eing knoivn as thy correspondent ?" 

" Lanterns and false beacons !" returned the other, mimicking 
the voice of the discontented burgher, and pointing to the lights 
that still stood where last described. " Can the i>ort be entered 
without respecting the land marks and signals 3" 

"This comes of moonlight and sentiment! When the girl 
should have been asleep, she is up ga^ng at the stars, and dis- 
concerting a buigher's speculations — But fear thee not, Master 
Seadiift; my niece has discretion, and if we have no better 
pledge for her silence, there is that of necessity ; since there is 
no one here for a confidant, but her old Norman valet, and the 
Patroon of Kinderhook, both of whom ace dreaming of otiier 
matter than a httle gainful trafSe." 

"Fear thee not. Alderman," returned the other, still man- 
taining his mr of mockery. " We have the pledge of character, 
if no otiier ; since the uncle cannot part with reputation, with- 
out the niece sharing in the loss." 

" What sin is there in pushing commerce a step beyond the 
limits of the law ! These English ace a nation of monopolists ; 
and they make no scruple of tying us of the colonies h;md and 
foot, heart and soul, witli their acta of Parliament, saying ' with 
us shalt thou trade, or not at all,' By the character of the beat 
burgomaster of Amsterdam, and they came by the province, too, 
in no such honesty, that we should lie down and obey !" 

" Wherein there is much comfort to a dealer in tlie coutra- 
hnivl. Justly reasoned, my worthy Alderman. Thy log^c will, 
at any time make a smooth pillow, especially if the adventure 
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be not without ite profit. And now, having so commendably 
dis|'>ose(l of, tlie moral of our bargain, let us approach its legiti- 
mate, if not its lawful, cmichision. There," he added, drawing 
a small bag from .in inner pocket of his frock, and tossing it 
carelessly on a table; "them is thy gold. Eighty broad 
Johaimes is no bad return for a few packages of furs ; and even 
avarice itself will own, that six montlis is no long investment for 
the usui'y." 

" That boat of thine most lively S idiift, la i manne hum 
ming-bird!" r turned M\nl it with a jo^tul tr moi ot tlie 
voice, that betrayed his dep| and entire satisfaction ' Didst 
say jnst eighty ) But spare thyself the trouble of looting for 
the memorandum I will ttll the gold myaelf to sava thee the 
trouble. Trulv the adventuic hath not been bad I a few kegs 
of Jamaica, with a JitUe pow ler and lead and ablanket oi two, 
with now and thtn a penny bauble for a chu.f, aie knowingly, 
aye! aud speedily transmuted iufo the yellow metal, by thy 
good aid.— This affair vas managed on the French coastT 

" More northward, where the fi-ost helped the bargain. Thy 
beavers and raarteas, honest burgher, will be flaunting in the 
presence of the Emperor at the next holidays. What is them 
in the face of the Braganza that thou studiest it so hard !" 

" The piece seems none of the heaviest— but, luckily, I have 
scales at hand, " 

" Hold I" smd the stranger, laying his hand, which, according 
to a fashion of that day, was clad in a delicate and scented 
glove, lightly on the arm of the other ; " No scales between us. 
Sir ! That was taken in return for thy adveuture ; heavy or 
Ught, it must go down. We deal in confidence, and this hesita- 
tion offends me. Another such donbt of my integrity, and our 
connexion is at an end." 

" A. calamity I should deploi'e, quif« or nearly as much as 
thyself," returned Myndert, affecting to laugh; thongh he 
slipped the suspected doubloon into the bag again, in a manner 
that at once removed the object of contention from view. " A 
lifile partacnlarity in the balance part of comn:erc« serves us Ui 
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majntain friendships. But a tjifle shall not cause us to waste 
the ]irecious time, — Hast brought goods suited to the colonies !" 

" III plenty." 

"And ingeniously assorted! Colonists and monopoly! — 
But there is a two-fold satisfaction in t3iia clandestine traffic ; 1 
never get the notice of thy arrival, Master Seadrift, but the 
iieart wiliiu me leapeth of gladness ! There is a double pleasure 
in circumventing the legislation of your London wiseacres I" 

" The chiefest of which is V 

"A goodly return for the investment, truly — I desire not to 
deny the agency of natural causes ; but, trust me, there is a sort 
of professional glory in thus defeating the selfelmess of our 
rulers. "VtTiat! are we born of woman, to be used as the 
instruments of their prosperity ! Give us equal 'le^slation, a 
right to decide on the policy of enactments, and theu, like a 
loyal and obedient siibject, " 

" 'i'hou wouldst still deal in the contraband !" 

"Well, well, multiplying idle words is not multiplying gold. 
The list of Uie articles introduced can be forthcoming ?" 

"It is here, and ready to be examined. But there is a fency 
come over me. Alderman Van Eoverout, which, like othera of 
my caprices, thou knowest must have its way. There should 
be a witness to onr bai^n." 

"Judges and Juries! Thou forgottcst, man, that a clumsy 
galliot could sail through the tightest clause of these extra-legal 
compacts. The courts receive the evidence of this sort of 
traffic, as the giave receives the dead ; to swallow all, and be 
forgotten." 

" I care not for the courts, and little desire do I feel to enter 
thorn. But tha presence of la bells Barberie may serve to 
prevent any misconceptions, that ijiight bring our connexion to 
a premature close. Let her be summoned." 

"The g^rl is altogether ignorant of traffic, and it might 
unsettle her opinions of her uncle's stability. If a man does not 
miiint^n credit within his own doure, how can he expect it in 
tlie streets 5" 
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" Many have credit on the highway, who receive none at 
home. Bnt tlion knoweat ray humor ; no nicco — no traffic." 

"Aliilais atlutifiil fiiul nffi?ctionato child, and I ivonid not 
willingly disturb her shnnbcrs. Here is the Patroon of Kinder- 
hook, a man who loves Enghsh logislalion us Uttle as mj-self; — 
he wiU he less reluctant to see an honest sliilling turned into 
^jd. I will awalie him : no man wa.s ever yet oflended at an 
offer to share in a profitahle adventure." 

"Let him sleep on. I deal not with yoxir lords of manon 
and mortgages. Biing forth the latJy, for there will be matfer 
Bt for her delicacy." 

"Duty and the ten commandments I You never had the 
ehai^e of a child. Master Seadrift, and cannot know the weight 
of responsibility " 

" No niece— no traffic !" interrupted the wilful dealer in con- 
traband, returning his invoice to his pocket, and preparing to 
rise from the table, where he Lad already seated himself. " The 
kdy knows of my presence ; and it were safer for us botJi that 
she entered more deeply into oiu' confidence." 

"Thou art as dos^wtic as the English N'a\-igation-!aw ! I 
hear the foot of the child still pacing her chamber, and she shall 
come. But there need bs no ej;|ilanations, to recall old inter- 
course. — The affair can pass as a bit of accidental speculation — 
a by-play, in the traffic of life." 

" As thou pleascst. I shall deal less in words than in busi- 
ness. Keep thine own secrets, burgher, and they are safe. 
Still, I would have tUo lady, for there is a presentiment that 
our connexion is in danger." 

"I like not tliat word presentiment," gnunbled the Alderman, 
tnkingalight, and smiffing it with deliberate care ; "drop but 
a single letter, and one di-eama of the pains and penalties of the 
Exchequer. — Remember thou art a trafficker, who conceals his 
appearance ou account of the cleverness of his speculations." 

'■ That is my calling, to tlie letter. Were all otliei-s as clever, 
the trade would certainly cease. — Go, biing the lady." 

The Alderman, who probably saw the necessity of making 
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iOTue explanation to tiis niece, and who, it ivoiild seem, fiilly 
unUeretood the positive chnractcr of his coniimnion, no longei 
hesitated ; hut, ficst casting a suspicious glance out of Iho still 
Opon wiudow, lie left the room. 
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CHAPTER X. 



TiiE moment the stranger was again alone, the entjre expres- 
sion of Ilia countenance underwent a change. Tde i-eckless and 
bold expression deserted his eye h h nee m became soft, 
if not pensive, as it wandsred ov th d ff t legant objects 
that served to amiisG lie leisure flab 11 B b ie. lie arose 
and touched the strings of a lut a 1 th n 1 k Feav, started 
back, as if recoiling at the sound 1 lal n 1 All recoi lection 
of the object of his visit was ei d ntly f tt n in a new and 
livelier interest; and had there been ne to natch his move- 
ments, tbe last motive imputed to h s p escn ould probably 
have been the one tliat was t u Th e as so little of 
(liat Yi]\ga.v and common character which is iMually seen in men 
of his pursuit, in the gentle aspect and subdued air of his fine 
features, that it might be fancied he was thus angularly 
endowed by nature, iu order that deception might triumph. If 
there were moments when a disregard of opinion was seen 
in his demeanor, it rather appeared assumed than easy ; and 
even when most disposed to display lawless indifference to 
the ordinary regulations of society, in his interview with the 
alderman, it had been blended with a reserve of manner that 
was strangely in contrast with his humor- 
On the other hand, it were idle to say that Alida deBarhOrio 
had no unpleasant suspicions concerning the character of her 
uncle's guest. That baneful iiiliuence which necessarily exerts 
ilflelf near an irresponsible power, coupled with the natural 
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indifferetico with which the principal regards the dependant, 
had caused the Enghsh Miiiistiy to fill tcMj many of tjieiv posts 
of honor and profit in their colonies, with needy and dissolute 
men of rank, or of high political conuesioua at home. The Fm- 
vince of New York had, in this i-espect, been particularly unfor- 
tunate. Tlie gift of it by Charles to his brother and successor, 
had left it without the protection of those charters and other 
pi'ivileges that had been gi'anted to most of the govenimenis of 
America, llie connexion with tlie crown was direct, and for a 
long period the majority of the inhabitant* were consiilered as 
of a diff r nt r e a ! of c u ■(.© % of one Ic s to ba cons le d 
than that of the conqu O'S S eh is th kx ty of the t mes 
on tlie s biect of nj st ce to the j eo^ le of tl s 1 n sphe e tl at 
the preddtorf e\p dtons of D ake MiX others amst the 
wealthy occupant of tl e mo e souther co t es se to ha e 
left no pots on tl e r esc tcl eo s and the honors ind fa ors 
of Queen El zabetl 1 aJ been kbe ally e tended to men ho 
would no V ba dee d f echo te-s Insiot,tlt y tem 
of riolencQ and sj o mo I ty I ch com ced th 
the gift, of Ferd na t IT 1 11 d the 1 Us of th Popta 
was coi t n ed witl 1 s of m 1 lie t on u 1 1 the 

descenda toftloses Imll I -tos men ! o ^leo- 
pled the Uu on took the po eri of go e t to tl e onn 

hands, a 1 p ocia d ed j ol t cal etl cs that e e p e o isly 
as little p actisel as ler*to 1 

Alidak e v that both the E 1 of Bell n nt a 1 1! e u inn 
cipled noble na wl o has bee t oduce 1 tl e e I er pages 
of this tdl had not esciped tl e n i ttt on ot o g at a fa 

on the sea far nore flo^ ant tba a of a u 1 -f 1 tnde 
and it w 11 th efbre c eite 1 ttle su p si tl it si e sa v eawn to 
distrust tl e 1 gil ty of son e of I er u 1 s] c lat on )h 
less pai tl an m ght be felt 1 y one of 1 I oj on 

at the present ho r lie s sp c ons, ho v e f 11 f si ort of 
the tiTith , for it were scarce possible to ha>e preseuied a man- 
ner who bore about him fewer of tJicee signs of lais rude calUng 
than he whom she had so unexpectedly met. 
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Perhaps, too, the powerful cliano that existed in the voice anj 
couiitcnaiice of one so singularly gifted by nature, had ita 
iafluoiica in persuading Alija to reappear. At all events, she 
was soon seen to enter the room with an air that manifesttil 
more of curiosity and wonder than of displeasure. 

" My niece has heard that thou coniest from the old countries, 
Kfaster Seadrift," said the wary alderman, who preceded Ahda, 
" and the woman is uppermost in her heart. Thou wilt never 
be forgiven should the eye of any maiden in Manhattan get 
sight of thy finery before she lias passed judgment on its 
merit." 

" I cannot wish a more impartial or a fairer judge," returned 
(he other, dofBng his cap in the galhmt and careless manner of 
his trade. " Here are silks from the looms of Tuscany, and 
Lyonnois brocades, t!iat any Lombard or dame of Fi-ance might 
envy. Ribbons of exery hue and dye, and laces that seem to 
copy the fretwork of the ricliest cathedral of your Fleming !" 

" Thou hast journeyed much in thy time, Master Seadrift, 
and speakest of countries and usages with understanding," said 
the alderman. " But how stand tlie prices of these precious 
goods ! Thou knowest the long war, and moral certainty of its 
continuance; this German succession to the throne, and the 
late earthquakes in the country, too, have much unsettled prices, 
and cause us thoughtful burghers to be wary in our traffic. 
Didst inquire the cost of geldings when last in Holland?" 

" The animals go a-begging ! As to the value of my goods, 
that, you know, is fixed ; for I admit of no parley between 
friends." 

" Tliy obstinacy is unreasonable, Ma'^ter Seadrift. A wise 
merchant will always look to the state of the market, and one so 
practised should know that a nimble sixpence multiphes faster 
than a slow-moving shilling. 'Tis the constant rolhng of the 
ball that causes the snow to cleave 1 Gootls that come light 
should not go heavy, and quick settlements follow sudden bar- 
gains. Thou knowest our York saying, that ' first offej's are the 
beat.' " 
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"He lliat likes may purchase, and he that pi'efei's his gold to 
fine laces, r oh s Iks and st ft b ocide h s only to sleep with 
h s one} bigs u ler his p 11 n Tl ere are otliers wlio 
at V th u [ at e e to see tl t les ; and I have not 
crossed tl o Atknt c v th •! f e ht tl t scarcely ballasts 
t!o b j,autuie to throv away tl luibles.on the lowest 

11 r 

" Nay, uncle," said Alida, in a little trepidation, " we cannot 
judge of the quality of Master Seadiift's articles by report. 1 
dare U) say he has not landed without a sample of his wares J" 

Cuatom and friendships!" muttered Myndert; "of what 
use IS du e'ltiblished con'espondence if it is to be broken on 
aLCiunt of a httle cheapening? But produce thy stores, Mr 
Dogmitiam , I warrant me the fashions are of some rejected 
use OF tint the color of the goods be impmred by the usual 
negligence of thy careless mariners. Wo will at least pay thee 
the compliment to look at the effects." 

" 'Tis as you please," returned the other. "The bales are in 
the usual place at the wharf, under the inspection of honest 
Master Tiller— but if so inferior in quality they will scarce repay 
the trouble of the walk." 

" Fll go, I'll go," ssiiA the alderman, adjusting his wig and 
removing his spectacles ; " 'twould not be treating an old cori'es- 
pondent well, to refuse to look at his samples, — tliou wilt follow, 
Master Seadrift, and so I will pay thee the compliment to exa- 
mine the effects — though the long war, the glut of fui's, the 
over-abundance of the last year's han-ests, and the perfect quiet 
in the mining districts, have thrown all commerce flat on its 
back, ni go, however, lest thou shouldat say thy interests 
wore neglected. Thy Master Tiller is an indiscreet agent; 
he gave rue a fright to-day that exceeds any alarm I have 
felt since the failure of Van Ualt, Balance, and Diddle." 

The voice of Myndert became inaudible, for, in his haste not 
to neglect the iutei'ests of his guest, the tenacious trader 
had already quitted the room, and half of his pailing speech 
was uttered in the antechamber of the paviUon. 
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" 'Twould scarce comport with the propriety of my sex, to 
minglo with the seamen, and the others who doubtiess sur- 
roimd the bales," said Alida, iu whose face there was a marked 
expression of hesitation and curioaty. 

"It will not be necessary," returned her companion, "1 
have, at hand, specimens of all that you woidd see. — But why 
ibis haste? We are yet in the early lionrs of the night, and 
the Alderman will be occupied long, ere he comes to tlie 
determination to pay the prices my people ai'e sure to asV. I 
am lately from off the sea, beautiful Alida, and thou canst not 
know the pleasure I find in breathing even the atmosphere 
of a woman's presence." 

La belle Carbine retired a step or two, she knew not why ; 
and her hand was placed upon tlie cord of the bell, before she 
was awai'c of the manner in which she betrayed her alarm. 

" To me it does not seem that I am a creature so terrific, that 
thou need'st dread my presence," continned the gay mariner, 
wiUi a smile that expressed as much of secret irony, as of that 
pensive character which had again taken possession of his 
countenance ; " but ring, and bi'ing your attendants to relieve 
fears Uiat arc natural to thy sex, and therefore seducing to mine. 
Shall I pull the coixl ? — for this pretty hand trembles too much 
to do its office." 

" I know not that any wovdd answei', for it is past the 
honr of attendance ; it is better that I go to the examination ol 
the bales." 

The strange and singularly- attired being, who occasioned 
so much uneasiness to Alida, regarded her a moment silh 
a kind and melancholy solicitude. 

" Thus they are all, till altered by too much intercourse willi 
i, cold and comipt world !" he ratlier whispered, than nttered 
aloud, " Would that tlius (hey might all continue I TIiou art 
a siugidar compound of thy sex's weakness and of manly 
resolution, belte Barb^rie ; but tnist me," and he laid his hand 
on his heart with an eanieafjiess that spoke well for his sin- 
cerity ; " ere word, or act, to harm or to offend thee, should proceed 
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from any who obey will of mine, nature itself must undergo 
a eliange. Start not, for I call one to sliow the s[iecimeiis you 
would see." 

He then applied a little silver whistle to his lips, and drew a 
low signal from the instrument, motioning to Alida to await the 
result witliout alarm. In half a minute, there was a rliatling 
among the leaves of the shi'ubbery, a m^mpnt of attentive 
pause, and then a dark object entered the window, and roUe 
heavily to the centre of the floor. 

" Here are our commodities, and trust me the price shall not 
be dwelt on between us," resumed Master Seadrift, undoing 
the fastenings of the httle bale, that bad entered the saloon 
seemingly without the aid of hands. "These goods areso many 
gagea of neuti-ality between us ; so approach, and examine, with- 
out fear. You will find some among them to reward the hazard." 

The bate was now open, and as its master appeared to be 
angularly expert in suiting a female fancy, it became impossible 
for Alida to resist any longer. She gradually lost her reser\-e, 
as the examination proceeded ; and before the owner of the 
treasures had got into the third of his packages, the Lands 
of the heii'csa were as actively employed as his own, in gaining 

"This s a stuff of tl e L mba d territories," said the vender 
of the goods plea ed tl tl e confidence he had succeeded 
in establ 1 "■ betnee h bea tifu! customer and himself. 
"Thou seest, t s r h flo ery and variegated as the land 
Jl came f on O e m ^ht f'uioy the vines and vegetation of 
that deep s< 1 re 1 oot g f o n this labour of tlie loom — nay, 
the piece is sufficient for any toilette, however ample ; see, it is 
endless as the plains that reared the little animal who supphea 
the textuiy;. I have parted of that fabi-ic to many dames of 
England, who have not disdained to traffic with one that I'ista 
mudi in tlieir behalf." 

" I fear there are many who find a pleasure in these stuffs, 
shiefly because tlieir use is turbidJcn." 

" Twonld not be out of nature ! Look ; this box contaiuH 
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ornameiita of the elephant's tooth, cut by a cunning artificer 
in the far Eastern lands ; they do not disfigure a lady's di'cssing 
table, and have a mora!, for they remind her of countries 
where the sex is less happy than at home. Ah ! here is a 
treasure of Mechlin, wrought in a fashion of my own design.'' 

" Tfe beautifully fancied, and might do credit to one who 
professed the painter's art" 

" My youth was much employed in these conceits," returned 
tlie trader, unfolding the rich and delicate lace, in a mauuer to 
show that he had sljll pleasure in contemplating its texture and 
quality. " There was a compact between me and the maker, 
that enough should be furnished to reach from the high chucch- 
tower of his town to the pavement beneath ; and yet, you see 
how little remans ! The London dames found it to their taste, 
and it was not easy to bring even this trifle into the colonies," 

" You chose a remarkable measure for an ai-ticle that was to 
visit so many different countiies, without the formalities of 

" We thought to start in the favor of the church, which 
rarely frowns on those who respect its priWleges. Under the 
sanction of such authority, I will lay aside all that remains, 
certain it will be needed for thy use,'' 

" So rai'e a manufacture should be costly !" 

La belle Barhfirie spoke hesitatingly, and as she raised 
her eyes, thej' met the dark organs of her companion, fixed on 
her face, in a manner that seemed to express a consciousness of 
the ascendency he was gaining. Startled, at she knew not 
what, the m^den again added hastily — 

" This may bo fitter for a court lady than a ^rl of the 
colonies." 

" None who have yet worn of it so well become it ; — I lay it 
here, as a make-weight in my bai^in with the Alderman. — 
This is satin of Tuscany ; a country where nature exhibits its 
extremes, and one whose merchants were princes. Your 
Florentine was subtle in his fabrics, and happy in his conceits 
of forms and colors, for which he stood indebted to the 
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nches of his own climate. Observe — the hue of this glossy 
surface is scarcely so delicate as I havo seen fJic rosy lights 
at even, playing on the sides of his Apennines !'* 

"You have tlien visited the rejj^ons in whose fahiics you 
deal ?" said Alida, suffering the articles to fall from her liaad, 
in the stronger interest she began to feel in fJieir owner. 

"Tis my habit. Here have we a chain from the city of the 
Isles. The hand of s Venetian could alone form these dclicat« 
and nearly insensible links. I refused a string of spotless pearls 
for that same golden iveb." 

" It was indiscreet, in one who trades at so' much hazard." 

" I kept the bauble for my pleasure 1— Wliim is sometimes 
stronger than the thirst of gain ; and this chain does not quit 
me till I bestow it on the lady of my love." 

"One so actively employed can scm'cely spai'e time to seek a 
6tting object for the gift." 

" Is merit and loveliness in the sex so rare ! La belle Barberie 
speaks in tlie security of many conquests, or she would not deal 
thus lightly in a matter that is so serious with most females." 

"Among other countries your vessel hath visited a land of 
witchcraft, or you would not pretend to a knowledge of things, 
that, in their very nature, must be hidden from a stranger.- 
Of what value may be those beautiful feathers of the ostrich ?" 

" They came of swarthy Africa, though so spotless themselves. 
The bunch was had, by secret traffic, from a Moorish man, m 
exchange for a few skins of Lachryma Christi, tliat he swallowed 
with his eyes shut. I dealt with the fellow only in pity for his 
thirst, and do not pride myself on the value of the commodity. 
It sliall go, too, to quicken love between me and thy uncle." 

Alida could not object to this liberality, though she was not 
without a secret opinion that the gifts were no more than delicate 
and well-concealed oftenn!rs to herself The tffoct of this sus- 
picion was two-fold, it caused the maiden to bpcome more re- 
served in the espieasion of hn tist s though it in no degree 
lessened her confidi nee in and i Iniiritun of, the n 11 wan! and 
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" My uncie wiii have cause to commend thy generous spirit," 
Baid the heiress, beiifling; her head a httle coldly, at this repeated 
declaration of her companion's intentions, " though it would 
aeein, that, in trade, justice is as much (o be desired as generosity ; 
— ^this seemeth a curious design, \vTought with the needle !" 

" It is tlie labor of many a day, fashioned by the hand of a 
recluse. I bought it of a nun, in France, who passed years in 
toil upon the conceit, which is of more value than the material, 
'flie meek daughter of solitude wept when she parted with tho 
fabric, for, in Ler eyes, it had tho tie of association and habit 
A companion might be lost to one who lives iu the confusion of 
the world, and it should not cause more real soitow, than parting 
from the product of her needle gave that mild resident of the 
cloisters !'' 

"And is it permitted for your sex to visit those places of re- 
ligious retirement ?" asked Alida. " I come of a race that pays 
little deference to monastic life, for we are refugees from the 
severity of Louis ; but yet I never hoard my father charge these 
females with being so regardless of their vows." 

" The fact was so repeated to me ; for, surely, my sex are not 
admitted to traffic, directly, with the modest sisters" (a smile, 
that Ahda was half-disposed to think bold, played about the 
handsome mouth of the speaker); "but it was so reported. 
What is your opinion of the merit of woman, in thus seeking 
reftige from the cares, and haply from the sins, of the world, in 
institutions of this order !" 

" Truly the question exceedeth my knowledge. This is not a 
country to immure females, and the custom causes ns of Anjcrien 
little thought." 

"The uss^ hath its abuses," continued the dealer in contra- 
band, speaking thoughtfully ; " but it is not without its good. 
There are many of the weak and vam, that would be happier in 
the cloisters, than if left to the seductions and follies of life.— 
Ah ! here is work of English hands. I scarcely know how the 
articles found their way into the company of the products of the 
foreism looms. My bales contain, in general, littie that is vul- 
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garlj' sjuietioned by tlie law. Spenk me frankly, bcllo Alifln, 
ami say if you sliare in the prejudicts ajijaiust the character of 
ua free l.raders ?" 

" I pretciid not to juilgo of rogiilations that exceed the knoiv- 
ktlge and practices of my sex," returaed tlie inaiden, witb 
commendalle rescr^-e. "Tliere are some who think the abuse 
of power a JTistificatioti of its resistance, while othera deem it 
breach of law to be a breach of morals." 

" The hitter is the iloetrine of your man of invested moneys 
and estabiished fortune! lie has entrenched his gains behind 
acknoivlcdged ban'iers, and he preaches their sanctity, because 
they favor his selfislinees. We skimmers of the aea " 

Alida started so suddenly, as to cause her companion to cease 

" Are my words frightful, that you pale at their sound ?" 

" I hope they were nsed rather in accident than ivith their 
dreaded meaning. I would not haie it said — no ! 'tis but a 
chance that spiings from some resemblance in your callings. 
One hko you can never bo the man whose name has grawn 
into a proverb!" 

"One like me, beantiful Alida, is much as fortune wills. Of 
what man, or of what name, wouldst s]-*ak V 

"Tia notliing," returned la belle BarbCrie, gaang uncon- 
sdously at the polished and graceful features of the stranger, 
longer than was wont in maiden. " Proceed with your explana- 
tion;— -these are rich vehcta!" 

"They come of Venice, too ; but commerce is like the favor 
which attends the rich, and the queen of the Adriatic is already 
far on the decline. Tliat which causes the increase of the 
husbandman occasions the downfall of a dty. Tlie laganes are 
filling witli fat soil, and l!»e keel of the trader is less fi'equent 
tliere than of old. Ages hence, the plough may trace furrows 
where tlie Bneentanr has floated! The outer India passage has 
changed tbecniTentofpi'osperity, which ever rashes in the widest 
and newest track. Nations might learn a moral, by studying 
tJic sleepy canaU and instructive magnificence of that fallen town ; 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



hut jiride fatteEs on ifs own la^ recollections, to the last 1 — As 
I was saying, we rovers deal little in mnsty majiima, tliat are 
made by the great and prosperous at home, and are trumpeted 
abroad, in order that the weak and unhappy siiould be the 
more closely riveted in their fetters.'' 

"Methinks you push the principle further than is necessary, 
for one whose greatest offence agmnst established usage is a little 
hazardous commerce. These are opinions that might unsettle 
the world." 

" Eather settle it, by referring all to the rule of rights When 
governments shall lay their foundations in natural justice, when 
their object shall be to remove the temptations to err, instead of 
creating them, and when bodies of men shall feel and acknow- 
ledge the responsibilities of individuals — why, then the Water- 
Witch herself might become a revenue-cutter, and her owner 
an officer of the customs !" 

The velvet fell from the hands of la belle Barb6rie, and she 
arose from her seat with precipitation. 

" Speak plainly,'' said Alida, with all her natural firmness. 
" With whom am I about to traffic ?" 

"An outcast of society — a man condemned in the opinions 
of the world — the outlaw — the flagrant wanderer of tlio ocean — ■ 
the lawless ' Skimmer of the Seas !' " cried a voice at the open 
window. 

In another minute, Ludlow was ia the room. Alida uttered 
a shriek, veiled hex iaco in her robe, and rushed from the apart- 
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CHAPTER Xr. 

"—Truth will mmelQilght; 



TriE officer of the Queen had leaped into the pavilion with 
tlie flushed features and all the hurry of an excited man. The 
exclamations and retreat of la belle Barberie, for a single moment, 
diverted his attention; then he turned, suddenly, not to say 
fiercely, towards her companion. It is not necessary to repeat 
the description of the stranger's peison, in order to render the 
change, which instantly occurred in the countenance of Ludlow, 
intelligible to the reader. His eye, at fii-st, refused to beheve 
there was no other present; and when it had, again and again, 
searched the whole apartment, it returned to the face and form 
of tlie dealer in contraband, with an expression of incredulity 
and wonder. 

"Hero is some mistake!" exclaimed the commander of the 
Coquette, after time had been given for a thorough examination 
of the room. 

" Your gentle manner of entrance,'' returned the stranger, 
across whose fece there had passed a glow that might have 
come equally of anger or of sm'prise, " has driven the lady from 
the room. But as you wear the liveiy of the Queen, I presume 
you have authority for invading the dwelling of the subject V 

"T had beUeved — nay, there was reason to be certiun, that 
one whom all of proper loyalty execrate, was to be found here," 
stammered the still confused Ludlow. "There can scarce be ii 
deception, for I plainly heai'J the di=cijurse of my captors, — ami 
yet here is none !" 
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J34 THE WATEK-WITOil. 

"I tlianlt you for the liigii consideration jou bestow on laj 
presence." 

Tlio manner, rather than tho worA'i, of the speaker, induced 
J.iidlo" to riret anotlier look ofi his countenanoo. 'iliere ivas a 
mixed esprossion of doubt, admiration, and possibly of uneasi- 
ness, if not of actual jealousy, in the eye, ivliich slowly I'ca'l all 
Ilia lineaments, though the former seemed the stronger sensation 
of the three. 

" We liave never met before !" cried Ludlow, -when the oi^an 
began to grow dim with the length and steadiness of its gaze. 

" The ocean has many paths, and men may journey on them 
long without crossing each other." 

"Thou hast served the queen, though I see thee in this 
doubtfti! situation ?" 

" Ne\er. I am not one to bind myself to the servitude of any 
woman that lives," returned the free trader, w'hile a mild smile 
played about his Up, "though she wore a thousand diadems; 
Anne never had an hour of my time nor a single wish of my 

"This is bold langnige, Sir, for the eir of hei officer The 
an-ivai of an unknown bngaiitme, cei-tam mcidents which luve 
occurred to miself this night, your picsence here, that bile of 
articles forbidden by the law, en ate suspicions th it must be 
satisfied. Who aie jou V 

" The flf^^nt wauderei of tlie ocean — the ontcist of society — 
the condemned in the opinions of the world — the lawless 
' Skimmer of the Seas !' " 

" This cannot be ! The tongues of men speak of the pei'sonal 
deformity of that wanderer, no less than of hb bold disregard of 
the law. You would deceive me," 

" If then men err so much in that which is risible and unim- 
portant," returned tlie other, proudly, "is there not reason to 
doubt tlieir accuracy in matters of more weight? I am surely 
what I seem, if I am not what I say." 

" I will not credit so improbable a tale ;^give me .some proof 
that what I hear b true." 
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" Look at that biTgantine, whose delicate spars are almost 
confounded with the hacliground of li'ees," said the other, aji- 
proaehing the window, and directing the attention of bis coni- 
IiaiiioQ to the Cove : " "fis the bark that has so often foiled the 
eflbrts of all thy cruisers, and which tranBiToils me aud my 
wealtli whither I will, without the fetters of arbitrary Jaws, and 
the meddling inquiries of venal hireHngs. 'Die scud, which 
Boats above the sea, is not freer than that vessel, and scarcely 
more awifl. Well is she named the Water-Witcli ! for her per- 
formances on the wide ocean have been such as seem to exceed 
all natural means. The froth of the sea does not dance more 
lightly above the waves than yonder graceful fabric, when 
driven by the breeze. She is a thing to bs loved, Ludlow; 
trust me, I never yet set affections on woman wit': the warmth 
I fee! for the faithful and beautiful machine !" 

"This is htUe more than any mariner could r.ay, in praise of 
a vessel that he admired." 

"Will you say it. Sir, ia favor of yon iumbering sloop of 
Queen Anne ? Your Coquette is none of tiio fairest, and there 
was more of pretension than of truth at her diristcning." 

"By the title of my royal misti-esa, young beardless, but there 
is an insolence in this langiu^ that might become him you 
wish to represent ! My ship, heavy or hght of foot as she may 
bo, is feted to bring yonder false trader to the judgment." 

" By the craft and qualities of the Water- Witch ! but this is 
language that might become one who was at liberty to act his 
pleasure," returued the stranger, tauntingly imitating the tone 
in which his augiy companion had spoken. " You would have 
proof of my identity : listen. There is one who vaunts hia 
power, tliat forgets he is a dupe of my agent; and that even 
wliile his words are so full of boldness, he is a captive 1" 

The brown cheek of Ludlow reddened, and he turned towards 
the hghter and far less vigorous fi-ame of his companion, as if 
about to strike him to the earth, when a door opened, and Alida 
appeared in the saloon. 

The meeting between the commander of tiie Coquette and 
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12C TUB WATER-WITCH. 

his mistress was not without embari'assment. Tlie anger of the 
former nud the coiifiision of the latter, for a moment, ke]it both 
silent ; hut as la belle Bai'Wrie had not returned without an 
ol'ject, she was quick to speak. 

" I know not whether to approve oi' to condemn the boldness 
tJiat has prompted Captain Ludlow to enter my pavilion, at this 
unseasonable hour, and in so unceremonious a manner," she said, 
" for I am still ignorant of his motive. When he shall please to 
let me hear it, I may judge better of the merit of the excuse," 

"Ti'ue, we will hear his explanation before condemnation," 
added the stranger, offering a seat to Alida, whicJi she coldly 
declined. " Beyond a doubt tlie gentleman has a motive." 

If looks could have destroyed, tlie speaker would have been 
annihilateil. But as the lady seemed indifferent to the last re- 
mark, Ludlow prepared to enter on his vindication. 

"I shiiU not attempt to conceal tliat an artifice has been 
practised," he said, " which is accompanied by consequences that 
I find awkward. The air and manner of tlie seimian whose 
bold conduct you witnessed in the boat, induced me to confide 
in him more than was prudent, and I have been rewarded by 
deception." 

" In other wordi. Captain Ludlow is not as sagacious as he 
had reason to believe," said an ironical voice at his elbow. 

" In what manner am I to blame, or why is my privacy to 
be interrupted, because a wandering seaman has deceived the 
commander of the Coquette !" rejoiued Alida. " Not only that 

audacious mariner, but diis this person," she added, adopting 

a word that use has appropriated to the multitude, " is a stran- 
ger to me. There is no other connexion between us than that 
you sec." 

" It is not necessary to say why I landed," continued Ludlow ; 
" but I was weak enough to allow that unknown mariner to quit 
my ship in my company ; and when I would return, ho found 
means to disai'in my men, and make me a ]irisoner." 

" And yet art thou, lor a capti\o, tolerably free !" added the 
uvnical voice. 
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THE WATER-WITCH. 12'/ 

" Of wLst servicp is t.Lls freedom, without the means of using 
it ! Tiie aca separates me from my sliij), and my taithtui boat's- 
crow are in fetters. I have been little watclied myaelf; but 
though forbidden to approai^h certain points, enough has been 
se<;ii to leave do doubts of the eliaracter of those whom Aldet- 
niiiu Van Beverout entertiuns." 

" Thou wouhlst also say, and his niece, Ludlow !" 

" I would say notliing harsh to, or disresjiectfnl of, AlidA ^lo 
Bitrhei-ie. I will not deny that a harroiving idea possessed me,- - 
but I see my cri'or, and repent having been so hasty." 

" Wc may then resume our commerce," said Uie trader, coolly 
seating himself before the open bale, while Ludlow and tho 
maiden stood regarding each other in mute surprise. "It is 
pleasant to exhibit tliese foi'biddeu treasures to an ofScer of the 
Queen. It may prove tho means of gaining the wyal patronage. 
We were last among the velvets, and on the lagimes, of Venice. 
Here is one of a olor and q 1 ty to fo m a bridal dress for the 
Doge h 11 If 1 [ t Is h tl e ea We men of the 

ocean lo k j on th t ce e ony is i j 1 d,e Hymen will not 
forget 11 tho g! e may ander fro h altars. Do I justice 
to the fa i f tl c aft Cnj ta n Ludlow f— or are you a sworn 
devotee of Neptune, and content to breathe your sighs to Venus, 
when sifloat ? Well, if the damps and salt air of the ocean rust 
the golden chain, it is the fault of cruel nature ! — Ah ! here 

A shiill whistle sounded among the shi'ubbery, and the 
speaker became mute. Tlirowing bis cloths carelessly on the 
bale, he arose again, and seemed to hesitate. Throughout tho 
interview with Ludlow, the air of the free-ti'ader had been mild, 
though at times it was playful ; and not for an instant bad he 
seemed to return the resentment which tlie other had so plainly 
trianilested. It now became perplexed, and, by the workings of 
his features, it would seem that he vacillated in his opinions. 
The sounds of the whistle were heard again. 

" Aye, aye, Master Tom !" muttered the dealer in contraband. 
" Thy note is audible, but why this haste ! Beautiful AUda- 
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this ahrili su5inioH5 is to say, that the moment of parting ia 
arrived !" 

"Wo met with less of preparation," retnmed la belle Barb6- 
rie, who prpsefvcd all the distant reserve of her sex, under the 
jeal u jes f I alinirer. 

" We n t vith t a warning, but shall our separation be 
without m n 1 ! Am T to return with all theae valuablea 
to the bngant o in their place must I tale the customary 
gold tnbutp 

•' I kn n t th t I daro make a traffic which is not sanc- 
tioned by the law in presence of a servant of the Queen," 
returned AUda, smiling. " I will not deny tLat you have much 
to excite a woman's envy ; but our royal mistress might forgot 
her sex, and show little pity, wore she to hear of my weak- 

" No tear of that, lady. 'Tis they who are most stern in 
creating these harsh regulations that show most frailty in their 
breach. By the virtues of honest Leadenhall itself, but I should- 
like to tempt the royal Anne in her closet, with such a display 
of goodly laccs and heavy brocades!" 

"That might be more hazardous than wise !'' 

" I know not. Though seated on a throne, she is but 
woman. Di^iise nature as thon wilt, she is a universal tyrant, 
and governs all alike. The head that weara a crown dreams of 
the conquests of the sex, rather than of the conquests of states ; 
tlio hand that wields the sceptre is fitted to display its pret- 
tiness with the pencil or the needle ; and though words and 
ideas may be taught and sounded forth with the pomp of 
royalty, the tone is still tiiat of woman," 

" Without bringing into question the merits of our pre- 
sent royal mistress," said Alida, who was a little ^pt to assert 
her sex's rights, " there is the example of the glorious Elizabeth, 
to refute his charge." 

" Aye, we have had our Cleopatras in the sea fight, and 
fear was found stronger than love ! The sea has monsters, and 
so may have the land. He that made the earth gave it law" 
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THE WATEIt-lVlTCH, 129 

that 'tH not good to break. We men are jeaions of our qtiali- 
lies, and little like to see tliem usurped ; and tmst me, lady, she 
that forgets the means that nature bestoivs, may mourn io 
Borrow over the iktal eiror. liut shall we deal in velvet, or 
is your taste more leaning to brocade ?" 

Alida and Ludlow listened in admiration to the capricious 
and fanciful language -of the unaccountable trader, and both 
were equally at a loss to esljmate his character. The equivocal 
wr was in genei'al well maintained, though the commander 
of the Coquette had detected an earnestness and feeling in his 
manner, when he more jiarticularly addressed la belle Barbfcrie, 
that excited an uneas^iness he was ashamed to admit, even 
to himself. 'ITiat the maiden herself observed this change, 
might also be inferred from a richer glow which diffused itself 
over her features, though it is scarce probable tliat she was con- 
scious of its effijcts. When questioned as to her determination 
concerning his goods, she again regarded Ludlow, daubtingly, 
ere she answered. 

" That you have not studied woman in vain," she laughingly 
rephed, "I must fain acknowledge. And yet, ere I make a 
decision, suffer me to consult those who, being more accustomed 
to deal with the laws, are better judges of the propriety of the 
purchases." 

" If this request wero not reasonable in itself, it were due 
to your beauty and station, lady, to grant it. I leave Uie bale 
in your care ; and before to-morrow's sun has set, one will 
await the answer. Captain Ludlow, are we to part in fjiend- 
ship, or does your duty to the Queen [jroscribe the word ?" 

" If what you seem," said Ludlow, " you are a being JnexpU- 
cable ! If this be some masquerade, as I half suspect, 'tis well 
mMntained at least, though not worthily assumed." 

" You are not the first who has refused credit to his senses, 
in a manner wherein the Water-Witch and her commander 
have been eonoerned. Peace, honest Tom ; thy whistle will 
not hasten Father Time ! Friend or not, Captain Ludlow need 
not be told he is my prisoner." 
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" That I have fallen into 'the power of a miscreant " 

" Hist !^f thou hast love of bodily ease and whole bones. 
Sfnster Tliomas "nilei' is a man of rude humor, and he as little 
likes contumely as another. Besides, the honest manner did 
biit obifv my orders, and his character is protected by asuperior 
responsibility." 

" Thy orders !" repeated Ludlow, witli an expi-ession of eye 
and lip that might have offended one more disposed to take 
offence than him ha addressed. "The fellow who so well suc- 
ceeded in his artifice is one much more likely to command than 
to obey. If any here be the ' Skimmer of the Seas,' it is he," 

" We are no more than the driving spray which goes whither 
the winds list. But in what hath the man offended that 
he finds so little favor with the Quesn's captain? He baa 
not had the boldness to propose a secret traffic with so loyal a 
gentleman!" 

'"Tis well, ar; you choose a happy occasion for this 
pleasantry. I landed to manifest the respect that I feel for this 
lady, and I care not if tbe world knows the object of the visit. 
•Twas no silly artifice that led me hither." 

" Spoken with the frankness of a seaman !" said the inexpli- 
cable dealer in contraband, though his color lessened, and his 
voice appeared to hesitate. " I admire this loyalty in man 
to woman ; for as custom has so strongly fettered them in 
the expression of their inclinations, it is due from us to leave as 
little doubt as posable of our intentions. It is difficult to tbihk 
that la belle Barberie can do wiser than to reward so much 
manly admiration !" 

The stranger cast a glance, which Alida fancied betrayed soU- 
dtude, aa he spoke, at the maiden, and he appeared to expect 
she would reply, 

" Wben the time shall come for a decision," returned the 
balf-pleased and yet half-offended subject of his allusion, " it 
may be necessary to call upon very different counsellors for 
advice. I hear the step of my.nnclc. Captain Ludlow, I leave 
it to your discretion to meet him or not." 
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The heavy fooistep was approachiog through tie outer rooing 
of the pavilion. Ludlow hesitated ; cast a reproachful look al 
his mistress; then he instantly quitted the apartment by 
the place through which he had entered. A noise in the 
shrubbery sufficientlj proved that his return was expected, and 
that he was closely watched. 

" Noah's Ark, and our grandmothers !" exclaimed Myndert, 
appearing at the door with a face red with his exertions. " You 
have brought us the cast-off finery of our ancestors. Master Sea- 
drift. Here ate stufe of an age that is past, and they should be 
bartered for gold that hath been spent." 

"What now! what nowl" responded the free-trader, whose 
tone and manner seemed to change at will, in order to suit the 
humor of whomsoever he was brought to speak with. " What 
now, pertinacious burgher, that thou shouldst cry down wares 
that are but too good for these distant regions ! M.iny is the 
English duchess who pines to possess but the tithe of these 
beautiful stuffe I offer thy niece, and faith — rare is the English 
duchess that would become them half so well !" 

" The girl is seemly, and thy velvets and brocades are passa- 
ble, but the heavy articles are not fit to offer to a Mohawk 
Sa»iiom. There must be a reduction of prices, or the invoice 
cannot pass," 

"The greater the pify. But if sail we must, sail we will! 
The brigantine knows the channel over the Nantucket sands ; 
and my life on it! the Yankees will find others than the 
Mohawks for chapmen," 

"Thou art as quick in thy notions. Master Seadrift, as 
the boat itself. Who said that a compromise might not bo 
made when discussion was prudently and fairly exhausted) 
Strike off the odd florins, leave the balance in round thousands, 
and thy trade is done for the season !" 

" Not a stiver. Here, count me back the faces of the Braganza ; 
throw enough of thin ducats into the scales to make up the sum, 
and let thy slaves push inland with the articles, before the 
morning light comes to tell the story. Here has been one 
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among us, who may do mischief, if he will; thougli I know not 
how fur lie is master of tlie main secret." 

AlJerman Van Beverout staied a Uttle wildly about hira, 
adjusted his wig, like one fully conscious of tlie value of ajuioar- 
fliices in this world, and then cautiously drew the curtains bo- 
fore tlie window's. 

" I know of none more than common, my niece excfijited,'" 
bo said, when all these precautions had been observed. "'Tis 
true, the Patroon of Kinilerbook is in the house ; but as the man 
sleeps, he is a witness in onr favor. We have the testimony 
of his presence, while his tongue is silent.'' 

"Well, be it so," rejoined the fi'ee-trader, reading, in the 
imploring eyes of Alida, a petition that he would say no more. 
"I knew by instinct there was one unusual, and it was not for 
me to discover that he sleeps. There are dealers on the coast, 
who, for the sake of insurance, would charge his presence in their 
bills." 

" Say no more, worthy Jfaster Seadrift, and take the gold. 
To confess the triUh, the goods are in the periagiia and fairly 
out of the river, I knew wo should cijme to conclusions in the 
matter, and time is precious, as there is a cruiser of the Queen 
so nigh. The rogues will pa;* the pennant, like innocent market- 
people, and I'll risk a Remish gelding against a Virginia ns^, 
that they inquire if the Captjiin ha.s no need of vegetables for 
his soup ! Ah-ha-ha-ha ! lliat Ludlow is a simpleton, niece of 
mine, and he is not yet fit to deal with men of mature years. 
You'll think better of his qualities, one day, and bid him be 
gone like an imwelcome dun." 

" I hope these proceedings may be legally sanctioneil, uncle V 

" Sanctioned 1 Luck sanctions all. It is in trade as in ivar : 
success 0\-es character and booty in both. Your rich dealur is 
sure to be your honest dealer. Plantations and Oi'ders in Coun- 
cil ! Wliat are our rnlera doing at home, tliat they need he so 
vociferous about a little contraband ! Tlie rogues will declaim 
by the hour concerning bribeiy anc! corruption, while more than 
half of them get their seats as clandestinely — aye, and aa ille- 
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gaily, as you get these rare Mechlin lacea. Should the Queen 
take offence at our dealings, Master Seadrift, bring me another 
season or two as profttable as the laat^ and I'll be your passen- 
ger to London, go on 'change, buy a seat in Parliament, and 
answer to the royal displeasure from my place, as they call it. 
By the i-esponsibility of the States General ! but I should expect, 
in such a ease, to return Sir Myndert, and then the Manhattanese 
might hear of a Lady Van Beverout, in which case, pretty Alida, 
thy assets would be sadly diminished ! — so go fo thy bed, child, 
and dream of line lacea, and rich velvets, and duty to old uncles, 
and discretion, and all manner of agreeable things — kiss me, jade, 
and to thy pillow." 

Alida obeyed, and was preparing to quit the room, when the 
free-trader presented himself before her with an air at once so 
gallant and respectful, that she could scarce take offence at the 
freedom. 

" I should iail in gratitude," he said, " were I to part from so 
generous a customer without thanks for her liberality. The 
hope of meeting again will hasten my return." 

" I know not that you are my debtor for these thanks," re- 
turned Aiida, though she saw that the Alderman was carefully 
collecting the contents of the bale, and that he had already 
placed three or four of the most tempting of ils articles on her 
dressing-table. "We cannot be said fo ha^e bai^ned." 

"I have pai-ted with more than is i-isible to vulgar eyes," re- 
turned the stranger, dropping his voice, and speaking with an 
earnestness that caused his auditor to start. " Whetber there 
will be a retui-n for the gift, or perhajjs I had better call it loss, — 
time and my stars must show !" 

He then took her hand, and raised it to his hps, by an action 
so graceful and so gentle, as not to alai'm the maiden until the 
freedom was done. La belle BarbSrie reddened to her forehead, 
seemed disposed to condemn the liberty, frowned, smiled, and 
curtsying in confusion, withdrew. 

Several minutes passed in profound silence, atler Alida had 
disappeared. The stranger was thoughtful, though his bright 
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eye kindled, as if merry tLoiiglits were uppennost ; and he paced 
the room, entirely heedless of the existence of the Alderman. 
The latter, however, soon t«ok occasion to remind his companion 
of his pi'esenee. 

" No fear of the girl's prating," exclaimed the Aldennan, when 
his task was ended. " She is an excellent and dutiful niece ; and 
here, you see, is a halance on her side of the account, that would 
shut the mouth of the wife of the Fii-st Lord of the Ti'easury, 
I disliked the manner in which you would have the child intro- 
duced ; for, look you, I do not think that either Monsieur Bar- 
berie, or ray late sist«r, would altogether approve of her entering 
into traffic so very young ; — but what is done, is done ; and the 
Norman himself could not deny that I have made a fau" set-off, 
of very excellent commoditJes, for his daughter's benefit. — When 
dost mean to sail, Master Seadrift?" 

"With the morning tide. I little like the neighborhood 
of these meddling guarda-eostas." 

"Bravely answered! Piudence is a cardinal quality in a 
private trader ; and it is a quality that I esteem in Master 
Skimmer, next to his punctuality. Dates and obligations ! I 
wish half of the firms, of three and four names, without counting 
the Co.'s, were as much to be depended on. Dost not. think it 
safer to repass the inlet under fiivor of the darkness !" 

" 'Tis impossible. The flood' is entering it like water rushing 
through a race-way, and we have the wind at east. But, fear 
not ; the brigantine carries no vulgar fi'eight, and your commeree 
has given us a swept hold. The Queen and the Braganza, with 
Holland ducats, might show their feces even in the Royal Es- 
chequer itself! We have no want of passes, and the Miller's- 
Maid is just as good a name to hail by as the ' Water-witch.' 
We beg^n to tire of this constant running, and have half a mind 
to taste the pleasures of your Jereey sports for a week. There 
should be shooting on the upper plmns V 

" Heaven forbid ! Heaven forbid ! Master Seadrift. — I had 
all the deer taken for the skins, ten yeai's ago; and as to birds, 
tihey deserted us to a pigeon, when the last tribe of the savagea 
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went west of the Delaware, Thou hast dischai'ged thy brigan- 
tiiie to better effect than thou coulist ever discharge thy fowl- 
ing-pieces. I hope the hospitality of the Lust in Rust is no 
problem— but, blushes and curiosity ! I could wish to keep a 
fair countenance among my neighbors. Art sure the mipetti- 
nent masts of the brigantine will not be seen above the trees, 
when the day comes ? This Captdn Ludlow is no la^ard 
when he thinks his duty actually concerned.'' 

" We shall endeavor to keep him quiet. The cover of the 
treea, and the bertli of the boat, make all snug, as respects his 
people. I leave worthy Tiller to settle balances between us ; 
and so, I take my leave. Master Alderman — a word at parting. 
Does the Viscount Cornbury still tarry in the Provinces V 

"Like a fixture. There is not a mercanljle house in the 
colony more firmly established." 

" There are unsettled afiairs between us — A email premium 
would buy the obligations " 

" Heaven keep tliee, Master Seadrift, and pleasant voyages 
back and forth ! As for the Viscount's responsibility — the 
Queen may trust him with another Province, but Myndert Van 
Beverout would not g^ve him credit for the tail of a marten ; 
and so, again, Heaven preserve thee P 

The dealer in contraband appeared to tear himself fi'om the 
sight of all the little elegances that adorned the apartment of 
la belie Barberie, with reluctance. His adieus to the Alderman 
were rather cavalier, for he still maintained acold and abstracted 
Ml" ; but as the other scarcely observed the forms of decorum, 
in his evident desire (o get rid of his guest, the latter was finally 
obliged to depart He disappeared by the low balcony, where 
he had entered. 

When Myndert Van Beverout was alone, he shut the win- 
dows of the pavilion of his niece, and retired to his own part of 
the dweUing. Here the thrifty burgher fiist busied himself in 
making simdry calculations, wlfli a zeal that proved how much 
his mind was engi'ossed by the occupation. After this prelimi- 
nary step, he gave a short but secret conference to the mariner 
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of the lodia-sliawt, duiing which there was much clinlfing of 
^Id pieces. But when the latter retired, the master of tbe 
villa firet looked to the trifling aecuiifies which were then, as 
now, observed in the fastenings of an American country-house ; 

1 n h Ik d f th 1 tl lawn, like one who felt the ne- 
e*>=s tj f b tl th pen a r. He cast more than one in- 
q I at tl i n of the room which was occupied 

byOlffV St t, h 11 was happily silent; at the eiiually 

nm bl 1 t th C ve; and at the more distant and 

11 m t nlefi h 11 f th iser of tJie crown. All ai-ound 
h •js tl q t f m d ht. Even the boats, which he 
k w f b rl} bet tl land and the little vessel at an- 

1 w 11 1 h -entered his habitation, with the 

t uld be [t to f el, under similai' drcumstances, 

gi httl f nted and so little watched, as that in 

! 1 h 1 d 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



KoTwiTEisTAKDiNG the activG movemente which had taken 
place in and aTOund the huildings of the Lust in Rust, dui'ing 
the night which ended with our last cliapter, none but the ini- 
tiated were in the smallest degree aware of their existence, 
Oloff Van Staafs was early afoot ; and when he appeared on the 
lawn, to scent the morning air, there was nothing visible to 
give rise to a suspicion that aught extraordinary had occurred 
during his sbmbers. La Cour des F6es was stall closed, but the 
peraon of tho faithful Francois was seen, new the abode of his 
young misti'ess, busied in some of those pretty little offices that 
can easily be imagined wouid be agreeable to a maiden of her 
yeare and station. Van Stoats of Kinderhook had as little of 
romance in his composition as could well be in a youth of five- 
and-twenty, who was commonly thought to be enamored, ajid 
who was not altogether ignorant of tlio conventional sympathies 
of the passion. Tlie man was mortal, and as tlie personal at- 
tractions of la belle Bai'herie were sufficiently obvious, he had 
not entirely escajjed the fate, which seems nearly inseparable 
from young fancy, when excited by beauty. He drew nigh to 
the pavilion, and, by a guarded but dedsive manoeuvre, he 
managed to come so close to the valet, as to render a verbal 
sommunication not only natural, but nearly unavoidable, 

" A fair morning and a healthful air. Monsieur Fi'anijois," 
commenced the young Patroon, acknowledging the low salute 
of the domestic, by gravely lifting Ijis own beaver. " This is a 
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comfortable abode for the warm months, and one it might 
be well to visit oftener." 

" When Monsieur le Patteron shall he de lor' of ce manor, 
anssi, Be shall come when he shall have b volonte," returned 
Francois, who knew that a pleasantly of his ought not to 
be construed into an enj^agement on the part of her he served, 
while it could not fail to be agreeable to him who heard it. 
" Monsieur de Van Staata est grand propriiitaire sur la ririere, 
and one day, peut-6tre, he shall be proprietaire sur la mer !" 

" I have thought of imitating the example of the alderman, 
honest Francis, and of building a *illa on the coast ; bnt there 
will be time for that when I shall find myself more established 
in life I Your young mistress is not yet moving, Francis ?" 

" Ma foi, non — Mam'selle Alide sleep ! — 'tis good symptome, 
Monsieur Patteron, pour les jennes personnes, to ttes bien sleep. 
Monsieur, et toute la famille de Barboiie sleep d merveille ! 
Oui, c'est toujours une femille remarquable pour le sonimeit !" 

" Yet one would wish to breathe this fresh and invigorating 
air, which comes flora off the sea, UVe a balm in the early 
hours of the day." 

" Sans doute, Monsieur. C'est un miracle, how Mam'selle 
love de air ! Peraonne do not love mr more, as Mam'selle 
Alide, Bah ! — it was grand plaiair to see how Monsieur de 
Barberie love de air!'' 

" Perhaps, Mr. Francis, your yoimg lady is ignorant of 
the hour. It might be well to knock at ttie door, or perhaps at 
the window, I confess I should much admire to see her bright 
face smihng from that window on this soft morning scene." 

It is not probable that the ima^nation of the Patroon 
of Kinderhook ever before took so higl) a flight ; and there was 
reason to suspect by the wavering and alarmed glance that 
he cast around him after so unequivocal an expression of weak- 
ness, that he already repented his temerity. Francis, who 
would not willingly disoblige a man that was known to possess 
a hundred thousand acres of land, with manorial righb, besides 
peisonals of no mean amouut, felt embarrassed by the request ; 
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but was enabled to recollect in time tlia* ihe lieiiea? wa."* known 
to posaeaa a dedaon oi cLaracter that might choose to control 
her own pleasures. 

" Well, I shall be too happy to knock ; miiis, Monsieur, saia 
dat sleep est si agr^able pour les jeiines pei'sonncs 1 On 
n'a jamais knock, dans la famille de Monsieur de Biirb<;iii,>, and 
je suis sOr que Mani'selle Alide do not love to Lear de knock 
— pouitant, si Monsieur le Patteron le veut, I shall consult ses 
— VoiM ! Monsieur BeiTe, qui vient sans knock a la fenfilre. 
J'ai I'homieur de vons laisser avec Monsieur al'erman.'' 

And so the complaisant but still considerate valet bowed him- 
self out of a dilemma, that he found, as he muttered to himself 
while retiring, "tant soit peu ennujant," 

The air and manner of tie aldeiinan, as he approached hia 
^eat, were like the character of the man, hale, hearty, and 
a little occupied with his own enjoyments and feelings. He 
hemmed thrice, ere he was near enough to speak ; and each of 
the strong expirations seemed to invite the admiration of the 
Patroon, for the strength of his lungs, and for the piffity of the 
atmosphere around a villa which acknowledged biin for its 

" Zephyrs and Spas ! but this is the abode of health, Patroon I" 
cried the buigher, as soon as those demonstrations of his own 
bodily condition had been sufGcieutly repeated. " One some- 
times feels in this air equal to holding a discourse across the 
Atlantic with his f-iends at Scheveling or the Helder. A broad 
and deep ches'. air like this from the sea, with a clear con- 
science and a lucky hit in the way of trade, cause the lungs of a 
man to play aa easily and as imperceptibly as the wings of 
jv humming-bird. Let rae see ; there are few foiu'-score men in 
(hy stock. The last Patroon closed the books at sixty-six ; and 
his father went but a little beyond seventy. I wonder there has 
never been an intermarriage among you with the Van Court- 
landU; that blood is aa good as an insurance to fouv-score and 
ten of itself." 

" I find the air of your villa, Mr. Van Bevei-out, a cordial that 
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one coiild wisli to take often," retui-ued the other, who had fei 
less of the brusque manner of the trader tlian his companioa 
" It is a pity that all who have the choice do not profit hy their 
opportunities to breathe it" 

" You allude to the lazy mariners in yon vessel ! Her 
Majesty's servants are seldom in a huiTy ; and as for this brigan- 
tine in the Cove, the fellow seems to have got in by ma^c 1 
I warrant me, now, the rogue is there for no good, and tliat the 
Queen's Exchequer will be none the richer for hia visit. Harkee, 
you Brom," calling to an ^ed black who was working at no 
great distance from the dwelling, and who was dee]» in his 
raaater'a confidence, " hast seen any boats plying; between yonder 
roguish-looking brigantine and tlie land?" 

The negro shook his head like the earthen image of a mnn- 
d^n, and laughed loud and heailjly. 

" I Vrieve he do all he mischief among a Yankee, an' he 
only come here to take he breat'," said tlie wily slave. " Well, 
I wish wid all a heart dere would come free-trader some time 
along our store. Dat gib a chance to poor black man to make 
an honest penny !" 

"You see, Patroon, human nature itself rises against mono- 
poly I That was the voice of instinct speaking with the tongue 
of Brom ; and it is no easy task for a merchant to keep his 
dependants obedient to laws which in themselves create so con- 
stant a temptation to break them. Well, well ; we will always 
hope for the best, and endeavor to act hko dutiful subjects. 
The boat is not amiss as to form and rig, let her come from 
where she with Dost tliink the wind will be off the land this 

"There are signs of a change in the clouds. One could wish 
that all should be out in the air to taste this pleasant sea-breeze 
while it lasts." 

" Come, come," eried the alderman, who had for a moment 
studied the state of tlie heavens with a solicitude tliat he feared 
might attract his companion's attention. "We will taste out 
breakfast. This is the spot to show tlie use of teeth I Tht 
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negroes havo not been idle duiing tlic night, Mi-. Van Staats — 
he-e-em — I say, sir, they have not been idle :^and we shaU 
have a choice among the dainties of the river and bay. Thai 
cloud abo^e the Mouth of the Raritan appeal's to rise, an(5 
wc may yet hare a breeze at west 1" 

" Yonder cornea a boat in the direction of the city," observed 
the other, reluctantly obeying a motion of the alderman to retire 
to the apartment whem they were accustomed to break their 
fests. " To me it seems to approach witli more tlian ordinary 
speed," 

"There are stout arms at its oars ! Cau it be a messenger 
for the cruiser ? no — ^it rather steers more for our own landing. 
These Jei-sey-men are often overtaken by the night, between 
York and their own doors. And now, Patroon, we will to our 
knives and forks, hke men who have taken the best stomachics." 

" And are we to refresh ourselves alone ?" demanded the 
young man, who ever and anon cast a sidelong and wistful 
glance at the closed and immovable shutters of la Cour des 
Fees. 

"Thy mother hath spoilt thee, young Oloff; unless the coffee 
comes from a pretty female hand, it loses its savor. I take thy 
meaning, and think none the worse of thee ; for the weakness is 
natural at thy years. Celibacy and independence I A man 
must get beyond forty, before he is ever sure of being his own 
master. Come hither. Master Francis. It is time my niece 
had shaken off this laziness, and shown her bright &ce to the 
sun. We wait for her feir services at the table. — I see nothing 
of that lazy hussy, Dinah, any more than of her mistress," 

"Assui'ementnon, Monsieur," returned the valet, " Mam'sello 
Dinah do not love trop d'activitfe, Mms, Monsieur Al'erman, 
ellcs sont jeunes, toutea les deux ! Le sommcil est bien sata- 
tmre pour la jeunesse." 

" The gir! is no longer in her cradle, Francis, and it is time 
l» rattle at the windows. As for the black minx, who should 
have been up and at her duty this hour, there will be a balance 
to settle between us. Come, Patroon : — the appetite will not 
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await the laziness of a wilful girl; we will to the table. — 
Dast thiuk the wind will stand at west this morning !" 

Thiia saying, the AldeiTnan led the way into the little parlor, 
where a neat and comfortable service invited them to break 
their morning fast He was followed by Oloff Van Staats wiUi 
a lingering step, for the young man really longed to see the 
windows of the pa,vilion open, and the fair fece of Ahda smiUng 
amid the otliei' beautiful objects of the scene, Fiangois pro- 
ceeiled to take such measures to arouse his mistress, as he be- 
hoved to comport with his duty to her uncle, and his own ideas 
of biensf^ance. After some little delay, the Alderman and his 
guest took their seats at the table ; the former loudly protesting 
against the necessity of waiting for the idle, and throwing in an 
occasional moral concerning the particular merit of punctuality 
in domestic economy, as well as in the affaire of commerce. 

" The ancients divided time," smd the somewhat pertinacious 
commentator, " into years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes, 
and moments, as they divided numbers into units, tens, hundreds, 
thousands, and tens of thousands ; and both with an object If 
we commence at the bottom, and employ well the moments, 
Mr. Van Staats, we turn the minutes into t«ns, the hours into 
hundreds, and the weeks and months into thousand'! — aye! and 
when there is a happy state of trade, into tens of thousands I 
Missing an hour, therefore, is somewhat like dropping an impor- 
tant figure in a complex calculation, and the whole labor may 
be useless, for want of punctuality in one, as for want of accu- 
racy in fbe other. Your father, the late Patroon, was what may 
be called a minute-man.— He was as certain to be seen in his 
pew, at church, at the stroke of the clock, aa to pay a bill when 
its items had been properly examined. Ah 1 it was a blessing 
to hold one of his notes, thougb they were far scarcer than 
broad pieces or bullion. I have heard it said, Patroon, that 
the manor is backed byplenty of Johannes and Dutch duoatsi" 
"The descendant has no reason to reproach Lis ancestors 
with want of foresight." 

"Prudently answered; — not a word too much nor too little 
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— fl prinraple on wliieh all honest men settle their accounts. By 
proper managen:eiit, such a foundation might ha made to up- 
hold an estate that should count thousands with the best of 
Holland or England. Growth and majority I Patroon ; hut we 
of the colonies must come to man's estate in lime, like our cou- 
sins on the djkea of the Low Countries, or our rulers among the 
smithies of England. — Erasmus, look at that cloud over the 
Rsjitan, and tell me if it rises." 

The negro reported that the vapor was stationary ; and, at 
the same lime, by way of episotle, lie told his master that the 
boat which had been seen approaching the land had reached 
the wharf, and that some of its crew were ascending the bill 
towards the Lust in Rust. 

" Let them come of all hospitality," returned the Alderman, 
heartily ; " I warrant me, they are honest fiwrners from the inte- 
rior, a-hungered with the foil of the night. Go tell the cook 
to feed them with the best, and bid them welcome. And 
harkee, boy ; — if there be among them any comforiable yeoman, 
bid the man enter and sit at our table. This is not a country, 
Patroon, to bo nice about the quality of the cloth a man has 
on his back, or vhether he wears a wig or only his own hair, — 
iVhat is the fellow gaping at ?" 

Erasmus rubbed his eyes, and then showing his teeth to the 
Ml extent of a double row, that glittered like pearls, he gave 
his master to understand, that the negro, inti'odueed to the 
reader under the name of Euclid, and who was certEunly hia 
own brother of the half-blood, or by the mother's side, was 
entering the villa. The intelligence caused a sudden cessation 
of the masticating process in the Alderman, who had not, how- 
ever, time to express his wonder ere two doors simultaneously 
jpened, and Francois presented himself at the one, while the 
shining and doubting face of the slave from town darkened the 
other. The eyes of Myndert rolled firet to this side, then to 
that, a certain misgiving of the heart preventing him from 
speaking to eith 3r ; for he saw, in the disturbed features of each, 
omens ^t bade him prepare himself for unwelcome tidings. 
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Tlie reader will perceive, by the description we shall give, that 
there was abundant reason for the sagadous burgher's ajaim. 

The usage of the valet, at all times meagre and long, seemed 
extended to far more than its usna! dimensions, the under jaw 
appealing fallen and tretly attenuated. The lightr-blue protrud- 
ing eyes were o^ien to the utmost, and they expressed a certiun 
confused wildness, that was none the less striking for the painful 
expression of mental suffering with which it was mingled. 
Both hands were raised, 'with the palms outward ; while the 
eJioulders of the poor fellow were elevated so high, as entirely to 
destroy the little symmetry tliat nature had bestowed on that 
pai-ticular part of his frame. 

On the other hand, the look of the negro was guilty, dogged, 
and cunning. Ilia eye leered askance, seeming to wish to play 
around the person of his master, as it ivill be seen his language 
endeavored to play ai'ound his undeKtanding. The hands 
eruslied the crown of a woollen hat between their fitigers, and 
one of his feet described semicircles with its toe, by performing 
nervous evolutions on its heel. 

" Well !" ejaculated Myndert, regarding each in turn. "What 
news from the Canadas? — Is the Queen dead, or has sliii 
restored the colony to the United Provinces !" 

"Mam'selle Ahde !" exclaimed, or rather groaned, Francois. 

" The poor dumb beast !— " muttered EucUd. 

ITie knives and the forks fell from the hands of Myndeit and 
Lia guest, as it were by a simultaneous paralysis. The latter 
involuntarily arose ; while tlie former planted his solid person 
still more fiimly in its seat, like one who was preparing to meet 
some severe and expected shock with all the physical resolution 
he could muster. 

"What of my niece? — What of my geldings? — You have 
sailed upon Dinah ?" 

" Sans doutc. Monsieur !" 

" — And you kept the keys of the stable V 

" I nebber let him go at all !" 

" — And vou bade her call her mistress?'' 
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"She no make answair, du tout" 

" — The animals were fed and watered, as I ovdered !" 

" 'Em ncbber take he food better !'' 

" — ^You entered the chamber of my niece, yourself, to awake 
her!" 

"Monsieur a raison.'' 

"What the devil has befallen the innocent!" 

" He lose he stomach quite, and I t'ink it great time 'fore it 
eblier come back." 

" Mister Francis, I desire to know the answer of Monsiem- 
Barb^rie's daiighter." 

" Mam'selle no I'cpond, Monsiem' ; pas un syllable !" 

" — Dreiiehevs and fleams ! The beauty should have been 
drenched and blooded — " 

" Hem'io too late for dat, Masser, on honor." 

" — The obstinate hnasy ! This comes of her Huguenot 
breed, a race that would quit house and lands rather than 
change its place of woi'sliip !" 

"La famille de Barberie est honorable. Monsieur, mais le 
Grand Monarque fut un peu trop exjgtant Vrdment, la 
dragonade etait mal avisGe, pour faire -les chrfeljeiis !" 

" Apoplexies and huriy ! you should have sent for the larrier 
to administer to tlie sufferer, thou black hound ?' 

" 'Em go for a butcher, Masser, to save he skin, for he war' 
too soon dead." 

ITie word dead produced a sudden pause. The preceding 
dialogue had been so rapid, and question and answer, no less 
than the ideas of the principal speaker, had got so c®nfusf;d, 
that, for a moment, he was actually at a loss fo undir^tand, 
whether the last gi'eat debt of nature had been paid iBy la belle 
Barberie or one of the Flemish geldings. Unti'. now, conster- 
nation, as well as the confusion of the intcrriew, had constrained 
the Patroon to be silent, but he profited by the breathing-time 
to intei^icee. 

"It is evident, Mr. "Pan Beverout," Lc said, speaking w-.Oi a 
tremor in the Toice which betrayed his own uneasin'-.'^, " that 
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some untoward event has occurred. Perhaja the negro and 1 
had bettei retire, that you may question Fi'aneis concerning tliat 
which hath befallen Mademoiselle Barbi'rie, mora at jour lei- 

ITie Alderman was recalled fiom a profound stupor, by tliis 
gentlemanlike and considerate proposal. He bowed liis acknow- 
ledgments, and permitted Mi'. Van Staafa to quit the room ; 
when Euchd would have followed, he signed to the nsgro 
to remain. 

" I may have occasion to question thee further," he said, in a 
voice that had lost most of that compass and depth for which it 
was so remarkable. "Stand there, sirrah, and be in readiness 
to answer. And now, Mr, Francis, I desire to know why my 
niece declines taking breakfast with myself and m,y guest ?" 

"Mon Dieu, Monsieur, it is not i>ossible y rcpondi-e. Lea 
eentiments des demoiselles are nevair deddSs 1" 

" Go then, and say \<i her, that ray sentiments are dedded to 
curtail certain bequ'jsts and devises, which have consulted her 
interests more than strict justice to others of my blood, aye, and 
even of my name, might dictate." 

"Monsieur V rfiflfechira. Mam'selle Alide be so young per- 

"Old or young, my mind is made up ; and so to your Cour 
des Ffees, and tell the lazy minx as much. — Thou hast ridden 
that innocent, thou scowling imp of darkness !" 

"Mais, pensez-y, je vous en prie, Monsieur. Ma'mselle shall 
nevair se sauver encore ; jamais, je vous en r^pond." 

" What is the fellow jabbering about V' exclaimed the Alder- 
man, whese mouth fell nearly to the degi'ce that rendered the 
countcnnn.oe of the valet so singularly expressive of distress. 
" Wliere is my niece. Sir ! — and what means tliis allusion to 
her absence ?" 

" La fiUe de Monsieuf de Barbcrie n'y est pas 1" cried Francois, 
whose heart was too full to ntter more. ■ Jlie i^ed and affection- 
ate domestic laid his liar.u '^.- hh h.'< ist, with an air of acute 
snaring : then, remembeviTig the presence of his superior, he 
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turiicd, b<)H ed with a manner of profound condolence, Etruggled 
manfully with his own emotion, and succeeded in getting out of 
the i-ooro with dignity and sbjadiness. 

It is due to the character of Aldennau Van Beverout, to say, 
that the blow occasioned by the eudden death of the Flemish 
gelding lost some of its force, in consequence of so unlooked for 
arepoctconceming the inexphcable absence of his niece. Euclid 
was questioned, menaced, and even anathematized, more than 
once, during the next ten ininntes ; but the cunning slave suc- 
ceeded in confounding himself so effectually with the rest of his 
connexions of the half-blood, during the search which instantly 
followe4 the report of Francois, that his crime was paitially 
forgotten. 

On entering la Cour dea F^, it was, in truth, found to want 
her whose beauty and gi'ace had lent its chief attraction. The 
outer I'ooms, which ivei'e small, and ordinaiily occupied during 
the day by Francois and the negreas called Dinah, and in the 
night by the latter only, were in the state in which they might 
be expected to be seen. The apartment of the attendant furnished 
evidence that its occupant had quitted it in haste, though there 
was every appearance of her having retired to rest at the usual 
hour. Clothes were scattered carelessly about ; and though 
most of her peiwtnal effects had disappeared, enough remained 
to prove that her departure bad been hurried and unforeseen. 

On tlie other hand, the little saloon, and the dressing-room 
and bod-room of la belle Batbferie, were in a state of the most 
studied arrangement Not an ailiele of furniture was displaced, 
a door ajar, or a window open. The pavilion had evidently 
lieen quitted by its ordinary passage, and the door had been 
closed in the custoraaiy manner, without using the fastenings. 
The hed had evidently not been entered, for the linen was smooth 
and untouched. In short, so complete was the order of the 
place, that, yielding to a powerful natural feeling, the Alderman 
called aloud on his truant niece, by name, as if he expected to 
see her appear from some place, in which she had secreted her 
person, in idle sport. But this touching e 
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The voice sounded hollow through the deserted rooms; and 
though all waited long to listen, there came no playful or laugh- 
ing answer baci. 

"Alidal" cried the biu^her, for the foiu-th and last time, 
"come forth, child; I forgive thee thy idle sjiort, and all I liave 
said of disinheritance was but a jest. Come foith, my aisteA 
daughter, and kiss thy old uncle 1" 

The Pati^oon turned aside, as he beard a man so known for 
his worldliness yielding to the power of nature ; and the lord 
of a hundred thousand acres foigot his own disappointment, iu 
the force of sympathy. 

" Let us retire," he said, gently ui^ing the burgher to quit 
the place. "A little reflection will enable us to decide what 
should be done." 

The Alderman complied. Before quitting the place, however, 
its closets and drawers were examined; and the search left no 
further doubts of the step which the young heiress had taken. 
Her clothes, books, utensils for di'awing, and even the lighter 
instruments of music, had disappeared. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



The tide of existence floats downward, and with it go, in their 
greatest sti'engtb, all those affections that unite families and 
kindred. We learn to know our parents in tJie ftiliiess of their 
reason, and commonly in the perfection of their bodily strength. 
Reverence and respect hoth mingle with our love ; but the 
afieclion with which we wateh the helplessness of infancy, the 
intei'est with which we see the ingenuous and young profiting 
by our eare, the pride of improvement, and the magic of hope, 
create an intensity of sympathy in their favor, that almost equals 
Ihe identity of se!t-love. There is a mysterious and double 
existence, in the tie that hinds the parent to the child. With a 
voliljon and passions of its own, the latter has power to plant a 
sting in the bosom of the former, that shall wound as acutely as 
the errors which aiise from miataliea, almost from crimes, of 
its own. But, when the misconduct of the descendant can be 
traced to neglect, or to a licious instruction, then, indeed, even 
the pang of a wounded conscience may be added to the suffe- 
ings of those who have gone before. Such, in some measure, 
was the nature of the pain that Alderman Van Beverout waa 
condemned to feel, when at leisure to reflect on the iU-judged 
measure that had been taken by la belle Barb^rie. 

" She was a pleasant and coasing minx, Patroon,'' said the 
burgher, pacing the room they occupied with a quick and 
heavy step, and speaking unconsciously of his niece, as of one 
already beyond the interests of fife ; " and as wilful and head- 
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strong as an imbTOken colt. — Thou hard-riding imp! I shaL 
Dever find a match for the poor disconsolate survivor, — But the 
girl had a thousand agreeable and delightful ways with her, tliat 
mads her the delight of my old days. She has not done wisely, 
to desert the friend and guardian of her youth, aye, even of her 
childhood, in order to seek protection from strangere. This is 
nn unhappy world, Mr. Van Staatfi. AH ouf calciUations como 
to naught ; and it is in the power of fortune to reverse the moat - 
reasonable and wisest of our expectations. A gale of wind drives 
the richly freighted ship to the I)oftom ; a sudden fall in the 
market robs us of our gold, as the November wind stnps the oak 
of its leaves ; and bankruptcies and decayed credit often afBict 
the days of the oldest houses, as disease saps the strength of the 
body;^Ahda! Alida! thon hast wounded one that never 
farmed thee, and rendered my age miserable !" 

" It is vain to contend with the inclinations," returned the 
proprietor of the manor, sighing in a manner that did no dis- 
credit to the sincerity of his remark. " I could have been happy 
to have placed your niece in the situation that my respected 
mothei' filled with so much dignity and credit, but it is now too 
late " 

"We don't know that; — we don't know that," interrupted 
the Alderman, who still clung to the hope of effecting the fii'st 
great wish of his heart, with the pertinacity with whicli he would 
have clung to the terms of any other fortunate Hrgain " We 
should never despair, Mr. Van Stoats, as long as the ti-ansaefion 
is left open." 

" The manner in which Mademoiselle Barb6rie h^ expressed 
licr preference, is so very dedded, th:it I see no hope of tomjlet- 
ing the arrangement." 

"Mere coquetry. Sir, mere coquetry! The ffirl has disap 
peared in order to enhance the value of her future submi=sjon. 
One should never regard a treaty at an end, so long ts msonable 
hopes remain that it may be productive to the parties." 

"I fear, Sir, tliere is more of the coquette in this step of the 
young lady, than a gentleman can overlook," returned the 
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Patroon a little drily, and with far more point than ho was 
iccustomed to iise. " If the commander of Iler Majesty's cruiser 
bo not a happy man, ho will not hare occasion to reproach liia 
mistress with disdain !" 

" I am not certain, Mr. Van Staats, that in the actual situation 
of our stipulations, I ought to overlook an innuendo that seems 

Co icflect on the discretion of my ward. Captain Ludlow 

well, sirrai! what is the meaning of this iraijertinence ?" 

'' Ue'm wailJng to see Manser," returned the gaping Erasmus, 
who stood with the door in his hand, admiring the seci'et 
inteUigence of his masieJ', wJio had so I'eadily anticipated liis 
errand. 

" Who ia waitings — -What does the simpleton mean 3" 

" I mean a gentle'um Maaser say." 

"The fortunate man is here to remind us of his success," 
haughtily observed Van Staats of Kinderhook. " There can be 
no noeessity for my presence at an intei'view between Aldeiman 
Van Beverout and his nephew." 

The justly mortified Patroon bowed ceremoniously to the 
equally disappointed burgher, and left the I'oom the moment be 
had done speaking. The negro took his retreat as a tavorable 
symptom for one who was generally known to be his rival ; and 
he hastened to infoi'm the young captain that tJie coast was 

The meeting that succeeded was sufSciently constrained and 
awkward. Alderman Van Eeverout assumed a manner of 
oftended authority and wounded aficction ; while the officer of 
the Queen wore an air of compelled, submission to a duty that 
he tbund to be disagreeable. The introduction of the discoui'se 
was consequently ceremonious, and punctiliously observant of 
courtesy. 

"It has become.my office," conlinued Ludlow, after the pre- 
liminaries had been observed, "to express the surprise I feel, that 
a vessel of the exceedingly equivocal appearance of the brigan- 
tine, that is anchored in the Cove, should be found in a situation 
w create unpleasant pnspicions concerning the commercial p 
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priety of a nierehant so well known as Mr. Alderman Van 
BoTOroiit." 

" The credit of Myndert Van Beveront is too well established, 
Ciiptain Cornelius Ludlow, to be affected by the aceidontal 
position of ships and bays. I see two ve^els anchored near the 
Lust in Kust, and if called upon fo give my testimony before tho 
Queen in Council, I Bhould declare that tbe one which wears beif 
royal pennant had done more wrong to her subjecLs than the 
stranger. But what barm is known of the latter?" 

" 1 shall not conceal any of the facts ; for I feel that this is a 
case in which a j»i3ntleiMan of your station has the fullest right 
to the benefit of explanations '' 

" Hem—" interrupted tlie bui^her, who disliked the manner 
in which his compauion iuid opened the inteiTiew, and who 
thought he saw tho commencement of a forced compromise 
in the turn it was taking. " Hem^ commend your modera- 
tion, Captain Ludlow. Sir, we are flattered in having a native 
of tlie Province in so honorable a command on the coast. 
Be seated, I pray you, young gentleman, that we may converse 
more at leisure. The Ludlows are an ancient and wcil esta- 
blished family in the colonies ; and tliough they were no friends 
of King Charles, why — we have others here in the same predi- 
cament. There are few crowns in Europe that might not trace 
some of their discontented subjects to these colonies ; and 
tlie greater the reason, say I, why we should not be too hasty in 
giving feith to the wisdom of this European le^slation. I do 
not pretend, sir, to admire all the commercial regulations which 
flow from the wisdom of Her Majesty's counsellors. Candor 
forbids that I should deny this truth : but — what of the brigan- 
tine in the Cove f 

"It is not necessary to tell one so familiar with the affairs of 
commerce, of the character of a vessel called the Water- Witch, 
nor that of its lawless commander, the notorious 'Skimmer 
of the Seas.' " 

" Captain Ludlow is not about to accuse Aldenuan Van 

jverout of a connexion with such a man !" exclaimed the 
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bni^her, rising as it were involuntarily, and actually recoiling a 
foot or two. apparently under tlie force of indignation and sur 

" Sir, I am not commissioned to accuse any of the Queen's 
aubjecls. My duty is to guard her interests on the water, to 
oppose lier open enemies, and to uphold her royal prerogatives." 

"An lionorahle employment, and one I doubt not that is 
honorably discharged. Resume your seat, sit ; for I foresee. that 
Ihe conference is likely to end as it should, between a son of 
the late very respectable King's counsellor and his father's 
friend. You have reason then for thinking that this hi'iganrine 
which has so suddenly appeared in the Cove, has some remote 
connexion with the ' Skimmer of the Seaa V " 

" 1 believe the vessel to be the famons "Water- Witch itself, 
and her commander to be, of course, the well known adven- 

" Wdi, sir — well, sir — this may he so. It is impossible for 
me to deny it— bnt what should such a reprobate he doing 
here, under the guns of a Queen's cniiscr ?" 

" Mr. Alderman, my admnati >n of j uui n ce nut unknown 
to you." 

" I have suspected it, sir retui nod the hurghei w ho believed 
the tenor of the compromise was getting clearer but who still 
wMted to know the exact v^lue of the concessions the other 
party would make, before he dosed a bargain in a huiry, 
of which he might repent it his leisure Indeed it has even 
been the subject of some di'^course hetnten u 

"This admiration induced me to \isit your \dU the past 
night, " 

" This is a feet too weJl estabi ahed }ounff gentleman." 

" "Whence I took away Lndlow hesitated, as if anxious 

to select his words — 

" Ahda Bai'hSrie." 

" Alida Earbcrio !" 

" Aye, sir ; my niece, or perhaps I should &ay my heuess, as 
well as the heiress of old Etienne de Bai'hfcrie. The cruise was 
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short, Oaijtain Cornelius Ludlow ; but the prize-inoney will be 
ample — unless, indeed, a claim to neutral privileges should be 
established in fiis-or of part of the cargo !" 

" Sir, your pleasantry is amusiiig, but I have little leisure, for 
its enjoyment. That I risited the Cour des F^es shall not 
be denied. I think la belle Barbeiie will not be offended, under 
Iho circumstanees, with this acknowJodgment," 

" If she is, the jade has a rare squeamishneas, atW what has 
passed!" 

" I pretend not to judge of more than my duty. The deare 
to serve roy royal mistress had induced me, Mr. Van Beverout, 
to cause a seamau of odd attire and audacious deportment 
to enter the Coquette. You will know the man when I tel! 
you that ho was your companion in tlie isLind feny-boat^'' 

"Yes, yes, I confess there was a mariner of the long voyage 
there, who caused much surpiise, and some uneasiness to myself 
and niece, as well as to Van Staata of Kindei'hook." 

Ludlow smiled like one not to be deceived, as he continued. 

" Well, sir, this man so far succeeded as to tempt me to 
suffer him to land under the obligation of some half-extorted 
promise — we came into the river together, and entered your 
grounds in company." 

Alderman Van Beverout now began to listen like a man who 
dreaded, while he desired to cat«h each syllable. Observing 
that Ludlow paused, and watohed his countenance mth a cool 
and steady eye, he recovered his self-command, and affected 
a mere ordinary curiosity, while he signed to liim to proceed. 

" I am cot sure I toll A'dennan Van Beverout anything that 
is new," resumed the young officer, " when I add, tliat the fel- 
low suffered me to visit the pavilion, and then contrived to lead 
me into an ambuib of lawless men ha\ing pre\-ious]y succeeded 
in n ik ng ca] t es of n y bont ace 

' Se/ure a d irrants excl ed the buigher, in Ids 
nat 1 at ong „ d 1 ty n 1 n r ot speaking, " This is tlio 
6rst 1 1 e 1 1 d ot th aS u It vas ill-judged, to call it L.y 
DO othe to m 
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Ludlow seeined relieved when bo saw by the undisguised 
flmazement of his companion that the latter was, in truth, 
ignoj'aut (■? Ihe manner in which he had been detained. 

"It might not liave been, sir, had our watch boen as vigilant 
a& theii' artifice was deep,'' he continued. " But I was little 
gi-iarded, and having no means to reach my ship, I " 

" Aye, aye, Captain Ludlow ; it is not necessary to be so 
citcumstautjal ; you proceeded to the wharf, and— — " 

" Perhaps, sir, I obeyed my feelings rather than my duty," 
observed Ludlow, coloring high, when he perceived that the 
burgher paused to deai' his throat " I returned to the pavilion, 
where " 

" You persuaded a niece to forget her duty to her uncle and 
protector."' 

"This is a harsh and most unjustifiable charge, both as 
respects the young lady and myself. I can distinguish between 
a very natural deare to possess articles of commerce that are 
denied by the laws, and a more deliberate and mercenary plot 
against the revenue of the country. I believe tliere are few of 
her years and sex who would refuse to purchase the articles 
I saw presented to the eyes of la belle Barberie, especially 
when the utmost hazard could be no more than their loss, 
as they were already introduced into the country." 

" A just discrimination, and one likely to render the arrange- 
ment of our httle affaire less difficult ! I was sure that my old 
friend tlie counsellor would not have left a son of his ignorant 
of principles, mora espedally as he was about to embark in 
a profession of so much responsibility. And so my niece 
bad the imprudence to entertain a dealer in contraband!" 

" Alderraan Van Beverout, there were boats in motion 
on the water between this landing and the brigantine in 
the Cove. A periagua even left the river for the city, at 
the extraordinaiy hour of midnight !" 

" Sir, boats will move on tlie water, when the hands of man 
eet them in motion; but what have I to answer for in the 
matter 3 If goods have entered the Province without license, 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



156 THE WATER-WITCH. 

why, they must he fuund and condemned ; and if free-tradera 
are on the noast, they shoidd be caught. Would it not be well 
to proceed to town, and lay the feet of this strange hrigantine's 
presence before the Governor, without delay ?" 

" I have other intentions. If, as you say, goods have gone 
op the bay, it is too late for me to atop them ; but it is not too 
lata to attempt to seize yon brigautine. Now, I would jjerforra 
U IS luty n T n a ne is 1 ttl 1 kely to ofl'erid any of reputable 
ame is n y allegnuee w 11 admit." 

S r I ext (bs 1 scrpt on — not that there is any testimony 
to mpl cate more th the re ■, but credit is a delicate flower, 
and t iliould he handled tenderly. I see an opening fot an 
^^r^n^ement — but, we U ts n duty hound, hear your propo- 
s tions first s nee you n ay be aid to speak with the authority 
of the Q eeu I w 11 n e ely surmise that teiins should be 
molerate betwee fn nls — perhaps I should say, between 
con e o B Cipt«i n L 11 n 

I an flatte ed b the wo d Sir," returned the young sailor, 
smiling nith an expres-jon of delight. "Firet suffer me to be 
admitted to the charming Cour dos Fees but for a moment." 

" That is a favor which can hardly be refused you, who may 
be said to have a right, now to enter the pavilion at pleasure," 
returned the Aldermu unhesitatmnly leidrnj the way thiough 
the long passage to tlie deserted apaitments ot his niece lud 
continuing the bhnd allusions to the affairn of the preceding 
night, m tha same indirect manner ts hid dist nguithed the 
di dogue during the whole inten lew I shall not be unrt^on 
able, young gentleman, and heie is the pavihon of mj niece , I 
l^ ish 1 could add, and here also is its mistress !" 

" And is la belle Barbeiie no longer a tenant of 3a Cour dea 
Fees," demanded Ludlow, in a surprise too natural to be feigned. 

Alderman Van Beverout regarded the young man in wonder ; 
pondered a moment, to consider how far denying a knowledge 
of the absence of his niece might benefit the officer, in Uie 
pending negotiations ; and lie drily observed, " Boats passed on 
the water, during the night If tim men of Captain Ludlow 
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were at first imprisoned, I presume they were set at liberty at 
the proper IJme." 

"'Jliey are cairied I know not whither — the boaf itself in 
gone, and I am here aioiie." 

" Am I to understand, Captain Ludlow, that Alida Baibcrie 
lias not fled my house, during the past night, to seek a I'efuge 
in your ship !" 

" Fled I" echoed the young man, in a voice of hon'or. " Ilaa 
Alida de Barherie fled from the house of her unclu at all V 

" Captain Ludlow, this is not acting. On the honor of fi 
gentleman, are you ignorant of my niece's absence ?" 

The young commander did not answer ; but, striking his 
head fiercely, he smothered words that were uninteiligible to 
his companion. When this momentaiy burst of feeling was 
past, he sank into a chair, and gazed about him in stupid 
amaiiement. All this pantomime wjis inexplicable to the Alder- 
man, who, however, began to see that more of the conditions of 
the aiTangeioent in hand were beyond the control of his com- 
panion than he had at first beUeved. Still the plot thickencil, 
rather than grew clear; and he was afiaid to speak, lest ho 
might utter more than was prudent. The silence, therefore, 
continued for quite a minute ; during which time, tlio parties 
sat gazing at each otiier in dull wonder. 

" I shall not deny. Captain Ludlow, that I believed you had 
prevailed on my niece to fly aboard tlie Coquette ; for, though 
a man who lias always kept bis feelings in his own command, 
as the safest manner of managing particular interests, yet I am 
not to learn that rash youth is often guilty of folly. I am now 
equally at a loss with yourself to know what has become of her, 
since here she is not." 

"Hold!" eagerly inten-upted Ludlow. "A boat left your 
whaif, for the city, in the earlier hours of the morning. Is it 
not ]io3siblo that she may have taken a passage in it V 

" It is not possible. I have reasons to know — -in short, Sir, 
she is not there." 

"Then is the unfortunate— the lovely — the indiscreet girl fo7 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



ever lost to herself and lis !" exclaimed the young sMlor, groajir 
ing under liis mental agony. " Rash, mercenary man ! to wliat 
an act of madness has this thirst of gold di-iven one so fair — 
wonid I could say, so pure and so innocent !" 

But while the distress of tjie lover was thus violent, and 
caused him to be so httle measured in his terms of reproach, 
the uncle of the fair offender appeared to be lost in surprise. 
Tliough la helie Barherie had so well preserved the decorum 
and resen'e of her sex, as to leave even her suifoi's in douht of 
the way her inclinations tended, the watchful Alderman had 
long suspected that th m e ardent, open, and manly com- 
mander of the O qu tte was 1 kejy to triumph over one so cold 
in exterior, and so ut n his advances, as tie Patroon of 
Kinderhook. Wh n th f e, it became apparent Alida had 
disappeared, h qu t tu Uy inferred that she had taken the 
BimplPat raanne f d f atin all iiis plans for favoring the suit 
of tlio latter, by th owin h If, at once, into the amis of the 
young sailor. The lans of the colonies offered few obstacles to 
the legality of th un n , nd when Ludlow appeared that 
morning, he firmly believed that he beheld one, who, if he were 
not so already, was inevitably soon to become his nephew. But 
the suffering of the disappointed youth could not be connter- 
feiteil 5 aud the perplexed Alderman seemed utterly at a loss 
to conjecture what could have become of liia niece. Wonder, 
rather than pain, possessed hira ; and when he suffered his 
ample chin t« I'epose on the finger and thumb of one hand, it 
was with the sur of a man that revolved, in his mind, all the 
plausible points cf some knotty question. 

" Holes and comers !" he m uttered, after a long silence ; " the 
wilful minx cannot be playing at hide-and-seek with herfiiends! 
The hussy had ever too much of !a famille de Barhferic, and 
her high Norman blood about her, as that silly old valet has it, 
to stoop to such childish trifling. Gone she certainly is," he 
continued, looking again into tlie empty drawers and closets, 
"and with her the valuable.' have disappeared. Tlie guitar is 
niisang — the lute I sent across the ocean to purchase, an excel- 
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lonfly-toned Dutch lute, tliat coat every stiver of one liundred 
guilder, is also wanting, and a!] tlia — hem — the I'econt acces- 
sions have disapixiared. And there, to", are my sister's jewels, 
that I pei'siiadaj. her to brin^ along, to guard against accidents 
while our backs are turned,— they are not to be seen. Francois ! 
Fraiigoia ! Tliou long-tried servitor of EtJenne Uarberie, what 
the devil lias become of tiy raisti'ess 1" 

" Mais, Monsieur," returned the disconsolate valet, whoio 
decent features exhibited aU the signs of unequivocal sulluring, 
" she no tell le pauvre Frangois ! En supposant, que Monsieur 
ask le Capitmne, he shall probablement know," 

The burgher cast a quick suspidou^ glance at Ludlow, and 
shook his head, to eipn s-^ his belief that thp young man was 
true. 

" Go ; desire Mr. Van Staafs of Kinderhook to favor us with 
his company." 

" Hold," cried Ludlow, motioning to the valet to withdraw. 
" Mr. Beverout, an uncle should be tender of the errors of one so 
dear as tliis cruel, unreflecting girl. Tou cannot thiuk of aban- 
doning her to so f]'ii>'htful a fortune ?" 

" I am not addicted to abandoning anything, sir, to which 
my title is just and legal. But you speak in enigmas. If you 
are acquainted with tlie place where my niece is secreted, avow 
it frankly, and permit me to take tliose measures which the ease 
requires." 

Ludlow reddene<l to his forehead, and be stniggled powerfully 
with his pride and hia regi'els. 

"It is useless to attempt concealing the step which Ali da 
Bf.rberie has been pUced to take, he said, a smile so bitter 
passing over liia feat ir"~ aa to- lend them the expression of 
severe mockery; ' '^he has chosi'n more worthilv tinn either of 
us could ha\o beheied, she his founl a compinion mere 
suited to htr statun her cjjirictci an! bei sex tlnn Van 
Stnats ot Kmd ihook or a jooi c ramnndu of ■» Queens 

"Cruiser* ind manors' What in the !!■»»<■ t m35ten« 
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ICO THE WATBR-WITCH. 

is thy meaimig? Tlie g^rl is Dot here; you declare she is uot 
on hoard of the Coquetfi?, and there remains only — " 

" The trigaiitine !'' groaned the young sailor, uttering the 
word hy a violent effort of the will. 

"The hrigantine!" reiwated the alderman, sloirly. "My 
niece can have nothing to do aboai'd a dealer in eonti'abjuid. 
That is to say, Alida Darbcrie is not a trader." 

" Alderman Van Beveront, if we wish to escape the contami- 
nation of vice, its society must l>o avoided. There was one 
in the pavilion of a mien and assurance the past night, that 
might delude an angel. Ah ! woman ! woman ! thy mind ia 
composed of vanities, and fhv imagination is thy bitterest 

" Women and vanities !" echoed the amazed bnrghcr. " My 
niece, the heiress of old Etienne Marie de Barberie, and the 
sought of BO many of honorable names and respectable pro- 
fessions, to be a refugee with a rover — always supposing 
your opinions of the character of the brig^tins to be just. 
This is a conjecture too improhabie to be true." 

" The eye of a lover, sir, may be keenei' tiian that of a guar- 
dian — call it jealousy, if you will — would to Heaven my suspi- 
cions were untrue ! — hut if she be not there, where ia she V 

The opinion of the alderman sferaed staggeied. If la t>elle 
Barberie had not yielded to the fiscinitions ot that wayward, 
but seductive eye and smile to tbit iinn-ular be luty of face, and 
to th ec t d fte t b! h to tl t les m t 
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recalled tlie manner and discourse of the former ; drew sertaio 
general and vag^o conjectures conceming the piiwer which 
novelty, when cou])led ivith circum^taiicoa of romance, might 
exercise over a female &ney ; and dwelt long and secretly 
on some important facts that were alone known to himself, 
before his judgment finally settled down into the same opinion 
as that which his companion had formed, with all the sensitive- 
ness of jealoiis alarm. 

" Women and vagaiiea !" muttered the buighor, after hig 
study was ended. " Their conceits are as uncertain as the pro- 
fits of a whaling voyage, or the luck of a sportsman. Captain 
Ludlow, your assistance will bo usoded in tliis affiur ; and as it 
may not be too late, since there are few priests in the biigantine 
— always supposing Ler character to be what you afiirm — 
roy niece may yet see her error, and bo disposed to reward 
so much assiduity and attachment," 

" My services shall always be ready, so long as they can 
be useful to Alida BarbSiie." returned the young officer with 
haste, and yet a little coldly. " It will be time enough to spealt 
of tlie reward when we shall Lave succeeded." 

" The less noise tli.1t is made about a little domestic incon- 
venience like this, the better ; and I would therefore suggest 
the propriety of keeping our suspicions of the character of the 
vessel a secret, until we shall be better informed." 

The captain bowed liis assent to the proposal. 

" And now that we are of the same mind in the iireliminaries 
we will seek Uie Patj'oon of Ivinderhook, who has a claim 
to paiticipate in our confidence.'' 

Mvndert then led the way from the empty and melancholy 
Cour des Ftes, with a step that had regained its busy and firm 
tread, and a countenance that expressed far more of vcsa- 
tion and weariness tJian of real sorrow. 
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CnAFIER XIV. 

"—I'll ?lve Ihnc B ivinil. 



The cloud above the mouth of the Raiitaii had not riseu. 
On tlie contrary, the breeze still came from ofl'tlie sen; and the 
brigantine in the Cove, with tlie cruiser of the Queen, stilt 
lay at their anchors, hke two floatjng habitations that were not 
intended to be cemoved. The hour was tliat at which the eha- 
racter of the day becomes fixed ; and tliere was no longer any 
expectation that a land-wind would enable the vessel of the free- 
trader to repass the inlet before the turn of the tide, which was 
i^ajn running swiftly on the flood. 

The windows of the Lust in Rust were open, as when its 
owner was present ; and the menials were employed in and 
about the villa in their customary occupations ; though il 
was evident, by the manuar in wliich they stopped to coiivei-se, 
and by the frequent conferences which had place in secret 
corners, that they wondered none the lass at tlie unaccountable 
disappearance of their young mistiess. In all other respects, 
the villa and its grounds were, as usual, quiet and seem- 
ingly deserted. 

]}ut there was a group collected beneath the shade of an oat 
on the margin of the Cove, and at a point where it was rare for 
man to be seen. This little party appeared to be in waiUng for 
some e^[wctcd communic;itioii from the bn'gantine ; since they 
had taken post on the side of the inlet nest the capo, 
and in a situatjon so retired as to be entirely hid from anj 
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passing observation of tliose who might enter or leave the mouth 
of the Shrewsbury. In short, they were on the long, low, and 
naiTOw harrier of sand, that now forma the projection of the 
Hook, and which, by the temporary breach that the Cove had 
made between its own wafei's and that of the ocean, was then an 
islund. 

" Smig should be the motto of a mei^chant," observed one of 
these individuals, whose opinions will sufBciently announce hia 
name to the reader. " Ue should be snug in his dealings, and 
sntig in his manner of conducting them ; snug in his credits, and, 
above all, snug in his speculations. There is as little need, 
gentlemen, in calhng in the aid of a posse-comitatus for a sensi- 
ble man to keep his household in order, as that a discreet trader 
should go whistling through the public mai'keis, witli the 
history of his operations. I gladly court two so worthy assists 
ants as Captsun Cornelius Ludlow and Mr. Oloff Van Staats ; 
for I know there will be no useless gossip concerning the trifling 
derangement that hath occurred. Ah I the black hath had 
communications with the freetrader — always supposing the 
opinion of Mr. Ludlow concerning the character of the vessel to 
be just — and he is quitting the brigantine." 

Neither of the companions of the Alderman made any reply. 
Each watched the movement of the skiff that contained their 
messenger, and each seemed to feel an equal interest in the result 
of his errand. Instead, however, of appi'oaching the spot where 
his master and bis two fiiends expected him, the negiw, though 
he' knew that his boat was neeessarj- to enable the party ta 
recross the inlet, pulled directly for the mouth of the river, — a 
course that was exactly contrary to the one he was expected to 

" Rank disobedience !" grumbled the incensed master. " The 
irreverent dog is desei-ting us, on this neck of barren sand, where 
ive are cut off from all communication with the interior, and are 
as completely without intelligence of the state of the market, 
and other neccssanos, as men in a desert !" 

" Here comes one that seems disposed to bring us to a pai'ley," 
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observed Liidbw, wliose jiraetiaed eye had tirst detected a boat 
quitting the side of the brigantine, as well as the direc on t aa 
about to steer. 

The young cominaiidor was not deceived; for a Igl t c tter 
that played like a bnbble on its element, was soon a^ i oacl g 
the shore, where the three esjiectanis were seated Wl i t 
was near enough to render sight perfectly distinct, and speech 
audible without an effort, the crew ceased rowiiiar, and per tte 1 
the boat to lie in a state of rest. The mariner of tl e In ha t>l anl 
then arose in the stern-sheets, and examined the thicket behind 
the party with a curious and suspicious eye. After a sufBcient 
search, lie signed to his crew to foi'ce the cutter stilt nigher to 
the land, and spoke ; 

" Who has affairs with any of the brigantine V he coolly 
demanded, wearing the Mr of one who had no reason to anticipate 
t!ie object of their visit. " She has little left that can turn to 
profit, unless she parts with her beauty." 

"Truly, good stranger," letumed the Alderman, laying a 
suffjdent emphasis on the latter word, "here are none disposed 
to a traffic, which might not be pleasing to the authorities of 
the country, wei'e its nature known. "We come with a desire 
to be admitted to a conference with the commander of the vessel, 
on a matter of especial but private concern." 

" Why send a public officer on the duty ? I see one, there, in 
the livery of Queen Anne. We are no iovers of" Her Majesty's 
servants, and would not willingly form disagreeable acquaint- 
ances.'" 

Ludlow nearly bit thiwugh his lip, in endeavoring to repress 
his anger at the cool confidence of one who had -alreavly treated 
him with so Httle ceremony, and then momentarily I'orgetling 
his object, in professional pride, and i>erhaps we might a'id in 
the habits of liis rank, he interrupted the dialogue — 

" If you see the hvery of the royal authority," he said. Laugh' 
tily, " jou must be sensible it is worn by one who is commis- 
sioned to cause its rights to be respected. I dcniand the iiaiiic 
and chai'a"ter of yon brigantine !'' 
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■' As fur cliaracter, she is, like many another beauty, something 
vituperated ; nny, some cany their einy so far as to cull it 
cracked ! But we are jolly maviners that sail her, and little 
heed crazy reports at the expense of our mistress. As for a 
name, we answer any hful that is fairly sjwken, and well meant. 
Call us 'Ilonesty,' if you will, for want of the I'egiater." 

"There is much reason to suspect your veasel of illegal prac- 
tices ; and, in the name of the Queen, I demand access to hei 
papers, and the liberty of a free search iuto her cai^ and crew. 
Else wiU there be necessity to bring her under the guns of the 
cruiser, which hes at no great ilistance, waiting only for orders." 

" It takes no scholar to read our documents. Captain Ludlow ; 
they are written by a light keel on the rolling watera, and he 
who follows in our wake may guess at their authority. If you 
wish to overhaul our cargo, you must look sharply into the eufia 
and aprons, the negligees and stomachers of the Governor's 
lady, at the nest ball at the fort o j- j nto th al tl at s 
set above the farthingales of the vito a d da ^ht ■s of y ur 
Admiralty Judge ! We are no heesemong rs to bre k the 
shins of a boarding officer amono- bones a d b tter tubs" 

" Your biigantine has a n n s -rah and, n her Mijestya 
authority, I demand to know t 

" Ileaven forbid that anj here sh Id 1 pute the Q een s 
right ! You are a seaman, C^j ta n L How ind h e an j e 
foi' comeliness in a craft, as t 11 as n •» woman Look at tl ose 
harpings ! There is no fall of i sho Ider can equal that c e 
in grace or richness ; this shear surpis.es the just es and lei 
cacy of any waist; and there you seethe transoms, sweihng and 
rounded like the outlines of a Venus. Ah ! she is a bewitching 
creature ; and no wonder that, floating as she does, on the seas, 
they should have called her " 

" Water- Witch !" said Ludlow, finding that the other paused. 

" You deserve to be one of tlie sisterhood yourself, Capt-m 
Ludlow, for tliis readiness in divination 1" 

■' Amazement and surprise, Pati'oon !" exclaimed Myndert, 
with a tremendous hem. " Here is a disoovery to give a 
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ruspettable merchant more uneaaineBs than the imdutiful con- 
duet of fifty nieces I This veswl is then the famous briganline 
of the notoiioTis ' Skimmei- of the Seaa !' a man whose misdeeds 
in commerce are as uiiiversally noted as the stoppage of a general 
dealer I Pray, Mastci" Manner, do not distnist our purposes. 
M'e do not come, sent by any authority of the coimtry, to pry 
into your past transactions, of wJiich it is quite unnecessary fi.r 
you to speali ; and far less to indulge in any unlawful thirst of 
gain, by urging a traffic that is forbidden by the law. We wish 
solely to confer with the celebrated free-trader and lover, who 
must, if your account be true, command the vesspl, for a few 
minutes, on an affair of common interest to this three. This 
ofBcer of the Queen is obliged, by his duty, to malce certain 
demands of you, with which you will comply, or not, at your 
own good diswetion ; and since Her Majesty's cruiser is so far 
beyond reach of bullet, it cannot be expected you will do other- 
wise ; but further than that, he has no present intention to 
proceed. Parley and civilities! Captain Ludlow, we must 
speak the man fair, or he will leave us to get over the inlet, and 
back to tlie Lust in Rust, as we may ; and that too, as empty- 
handed as we came. Ectoember oiu' stipulations, without 
observing which I shall witlidraw fi'om the adventure alto- 
gether." 

Ludlow bit his lip, and continued silent- The seaman of the 
shawl, or Master Tiller, as he has been more than once called, 
agEun nanowly examined the background, and caused his boat 
to approach so near the land, that it was possible to step into 
it by the stem. 

" Enter," he said to the Captain of the Coquette, who needed 
no second invitation ; "enter, for a valuable hostage is a safe- 
pledge in a truce. The Skimmer is no enemy to good com- 
pany; and I have done justice to the Queen's senitor, by 
mtroducing him already, by name and character." 

"Fellow, the snccess of your deception may cause you ta 
triumph for a. time ; but remember tliat the Coquette^ — -" 

" la a wholesome boat, whoso abihties I have taken, to the 
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admeasurement of ber momeiit-glaas," ooseryed Tiller, very 
cooliy taking Uic words out of the othei'i mouth " But a.? 
tliere is business to bo done with the Skimmpr, we will speak 
more of tJiis anon." 

The mariner of the shawl, who had mamtamed his former 
audacious* demeanor, now became grave; and he sjioke to hia 
crew with authority, bidding them pull the boat to the side of 
the brigantine. 

The exploits, the mysterious character, and the daiing of the 
Water- Witch, and of him who sailed her, were, in that day, 
the frequent subjects of anger, admiration, and surprise. Those 
who found pleasure in the marvellous, listened to the wondei-a 
that were recounted of her speed and boldness with pleasure ; 
they who had been so often foiled in their attempts to arrest 
the hardy dealers in contraband, reddened at her name ; and all 
wondered at the success and intelligence with which her move- 
ments were controlled. It will, therefore, create no astonishment 
when we say, tbat Ludlow and the Patroon drew near to the 
light and graceful fabric, with an interest that deepened at each 
stroke of the oars. So much of a profession which, in that age, 
was particulariy marked and apart from the rest of mankind in 
habits and opinions, had been intenvoven into the character of 
the former, that he could not see the just proportions, the 
graceful outlines of the hull, or the exquisite symmetry and 
neatness of the spars and rigopng, without esjieriencing a feeEng 
somewhat allied to that which undeniable superiority excites in 
tlie heart of even a rival. There was also a taste in the style 
of the merely ornamental parts of the delicate machine, which 
caused as much surprise as her model and rig. 

Seamen, in all ages, and in every state of their art, have been 
ambitious of bestowing on tbeir floating habitations a style of 
decoration which, while appropriate to their element, should be 
thought somewhat analogous to the architectuial ornaments of 
the land. Piety, superstition, and national usages, affect these 
characteristic ornamenta, which are still seen, in different quar- 
ters of tbe world, to occasion broad distinctions between the 
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appearances of vessels. In one, tie rudder-head is carved witli 
the resemblance of some hideous monster ; another shoivs gog- 
gling eyes aud lolling tongues from its cat-heads ; this has tlie 
patron saint, or the ever-kind Marie, embossed upon its mould- 
ings or bows; while that is covered with the allegorical 
emblems of country and duty. Few of these efforts of nautical 
art are suecessftil ; though a better taste appears to be gradually 
redeeming even this branch of haman industry from the rubbish 
of barbaiism, and to be elevating it to a state which shall do 
no riolenee to the more festidions opinions of the age. But the 
vessel of which we wiile, though constructed at so remote a 
period, would have done credit to the improvements of oiu' own 

It has been said that the hull of this celebrated smu^ler was 
low, dark, moulded with exquisite ai't, and so justly balanced as 
to ride upon its clement like a sea-fowl. For a little dis- 
tance abo\e the watei it showed a line that *iel with thecolor 
ol the deep ocean the me of cojiei bt-inir tlicn unknown; 
while the more supnoi parts were of a jet bhck delicately 
relie*ed by two hnea of a striw coloi thit were driwn with 
mathematical accuracy parallel to the pi ine of her upper works, 
and consequently con^ei^ring slightly towaids the sea, beneath 
her counter Glosay hammock cloths concealed the peieons of 
those who were on the deck while the close balwiiki giie the 
brjgantine the air of a vessel equipped for war S*i!l the eve of 
Ludlow ran cnnousl) along the whole extent of tht, two ^traw- 
coloied lines seeking in ^ain some endonce of the wegh and 
foice (f her armament If she had ports at all tliey were 
so mgeniou&Iy concealed as to escape the keenest of his glances. 
The nature of the ng has been already descnbed Partaking 
of the double character of bng and schoonei, the sails and 
spare of the forward-mast being of tlie foiTner, while those of the 
after-mast were of tlie latter construction, seamen have given 
to this class of shipping the familiar name of Ilermapbi'odites, 
But though there might be fancied by this term, some want of 
the proportions that constitute seemliness, it wiU be remembered 
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0x0* thi* departure was onlv from some former nile of art, and 
tliat no riolence aaa oceti aoneto those univoi'sal and per- 
manent laws which constitute the charm of nature. The 
models of glass which are seen representing the machinery of a 
ship, are not more exact or jnst in their lines than were the 
ciaxlage and spai'a of this brigantine. Kot a rope varied from 
its true direction ; not a sail, hut it i-esembled the neat folds of 
some prudent housewife ; not a mast or a yard was there but it 
rose into the air, or stretched its arms, with the most festidions 
atlention to symmetiy. All was wry, fanciful, and full of 
grace, seeming k> lend to the fabric a character of unreal light- 
ness and speed. As the boat drew near her side, a change of 
the air caused the buoyant bark to turn like a vane in its 
current: and as all the long and pointed proportions of her head- 
gear came into view, Ludlow saw beneath the bowsprit an 
image that might be supposed to make, by means of allegory, 
some obvious allusions to the character of the vessel. A female 
form, fashioned with the carver's best skill, stood on the prelec- 
tion of the cutwater. The figure rested lightly on the ball 
of ine foot, while the other was suspended in an easy attitude, 
resembling the aiiy posture of the famous Mercury of the Bolog- 
nese. The drapeiy was fluttering, scanty, and of a light 
sea-green tint, as if it had imbibed a hue from the element 
beneath. ITie face was of that dark bi'onzed color which human 
ingenuity has, from time immemorial, adopted as the best 
medium to portray a superhuman expression. The locks were 
dishevelled, wild, and rich ; the eye full of such a meaning 
aa might be fanraed to glitter in the organs of a sorceress ; 
while a smile so strangely raeaning_and malign played abou 
the mouth, that the young sailor started when it first met 
his view, as if a Uving thing had returned his look. 

" Witchcraft and neorom n y I ^ nhl 1 the alderman, 
as this extraordinary ima am dd nl Is vision 

al30. " Here is a brazen-1 k n hu > ado who might 
rob the Queen's treasury t If w th t m n Your eyca 
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170 THE WATER-WITCH. 

are joung, Patvooii ; what is that the minx holds so impudently 
ahove lier head ?" 

" It seems an open book, with lattei'3 of red written on its 
pages. One need not be a conjm'or to divine it is no extract 
fl'om the Bihle." 

" Nor from ti.e statute books of Queen Anne. I warrant me 
'tis a leger of profit gained in her many wanderings. Goggling 
and Icere ! the bold air of the confident creature is enough 
to put an honest man out of countenance !" 

" Wilt read the motto of the witch 1" demanded he of the 
India-shawl, whose eye had been studying the detail of the 
brigantine's equipment, rather than attending to the object 
which Eo much attracted the looks of his companions. "The 
night air has taut'ned the cordage of that ilying-jibboom, fellows, 
until it begins to lift its nose like a sqneamish cockney, when he 
holds it over salt-water ! See to it, and bring the spar in lino ; 
else we shall have a reproof from the sorceress, who little likes 
to have any of her limbs deranged. Here, gentlemen, the opi- 
nions of the lady may be read as clearly as woman's mind can 
ever be fathomed." 

While speaking to his crew. Tiller had changed the direction 
of the boat ; and it was soon lying, in obedience to a motion of 
his hand, directly beneath the \vild and significant-looking 
image just described. The lettera in red were now distinctly 
visible; and when Alderman Van Beveront had adjusted his 
Bpectacles, each of the party read the following sentence :— 



"The biozen'" exchimed Myndert^ when ho had gone 
through till'' quotation fiom the immortal bard. "Ripe or 
green, one coul 1 not wi«h to be the friend of so impudent 
a thing , and then to impute such sentiments to any respectoblo 
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conunerdal man whether of Venice or Amsterdam ! Lef 
us board the biigantine, friend mariner, and end the connexion 
ere fbul mouths begin to traduce our motives for the visit." 

" The ovei-driven ship ploughs the iseas too deep for speed ; 
we shall get into port in. batter season without this haste. Will 
take another look into the dark lady's pagea ? A woman's 
mind is never known at the first answer !" 

The speaker rdsed the rattan he still carried, and caused 
a page of painted metal to turn on hinges that were so artfully 
concealed aa not to bo risible. A new surface, with another 

"What is it, what is itjPatroon?" demanded the burgher, 
who appeared greatly to distrust the discretion of the sorceress. 
" Follies jmd I'hymes ! buE tliis is the way of the whole sex ; 
when nature has denied them tongues, they invent other means 
of speech." 



"Rank nonsense!" continued the burgher! "It is well 
for those who can, to add tlu'ice and thrice to their stores ; but 
look yon, Patroon— -it is a thriring trade that can double the 
value of tlie adventure, and that with reasonable risks, and 
months of patient watohing." 

"We have otlier pages," resumed Tiller, "but our afftdrs 
drag for want of attending to them. One may read much good 
matter in the book of the sorceress, when there is leisure 
and opportunity. I often take occasion, in the calms, to look 
into her volume ; and it is rare to find the same mora! twice 
told, as these brave seamen can swear," 

The mariners at tlie oars confirmed this assertion by thrir 
grave and believing faces, while their superior caused the boat 
to quit the place, and the image of the Wster-Witeh was left 
floating in sohtude above her proper element. 

The arrival of the cutter produced no sensation among thosi 
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who were found on the deck of tlie bri^rantine. The mariner of 
tl e sha 1 ne come lis comp no s f a klj ind heart Ij and 
tl he 1 ft (1 en for m te to make the obse a( ons 
h le he d schar^ed ^omt d tv n the infe lo of tl e v -ssel 
Tl e moroeats we e not lost is po e ful cu os ty dticed all 
tie 11 tors to gnze aho t them n tlemin er e hi men 
study the apf earanee of inv celebrated object, that has long 
been Lnovn onl} ty rep tatos It nas q te apparent that 
e e Aldermw Van Be\e out lad penet itel furtler ii to the 
tnystei es of the beiutiful brg^nt e thin he 1 td ei before 
been But t was Ludlow ho gathered mo t from th s bnef 
opportun ty -md whose und r«tnndinff glances so a^ diy and 
eagerly ran oiei all that >. seaman could wish to eiamme. 

An admirable neatness reigned in e\ery part. The planks of 
the deck resembled the Hoik of the cabinet-maker, rather than 
the coarser labor which is geneially seen in snch a place ; and 
the same excellence of material, and exactness in tlie finish, 
were vidble in the ceiliugs of the Lght bulwarks, tlie raihngs, 
and sll the other objects which necessarily came conspicuously 
into view, in the construction of snch a fabric. Brass was taste- 
fully rather than lavishly used, on many of those pails where 
metal was neeessary; and the paint of the interior was every- 
where a light and delicate htraw-eolor. Armament there was 
none, or at least none visible; nor did the fifteen or twenty 
grave-looking seamen, v;ho were silently lounging with folded 
arms, about the vessel, appear to be those who would find 
pleasure in scene of violence. They were, without an exception, 
men who had reached the middle age, of weather-worn and 
thoughtful countenances, many of them even showing heads 
that had begun to be grizaled more by time than even by ex- 
posure. Tliua much Ludlow had been enabled to ascertain, ere 
they were rejoined by Tiller. When the latter again came on 
deck, he showed, however, no desire to conceal any of the per- 
fections of hia habitation. 

"The wilful soi-ceress is no niggard in accommodating her 
followets," sidd the mariner, observing the manner in which the 
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Queen's officer was eniployed, " Here, you see, the skimmer 
kecjia room enough for an admiral, in his cabins ; and the fel- 
lows are berthed aft, far beyond tUe foremast ; — wilt step to the 
hatch, iuid look below V' 

The captain and his companions did as desired, and to Iho 
amazement of the former, he peix«ived that, with tlie exception 
of a sort of room fitted with large and wat«r-tJght lockei's, which 
were placed in full riew, all the rest of the brigantine was occu- 
pied by the accommodations of her officers and ci-ew. 

" Hie world ^ ves lis the reputation of free-traders,"" continued 
Tiller, smihiig maliciously ; " but if the Admiralty-Court were 
here, big wigs and high staffi, jndge and jury, it would be at a 
loss to bring us to conviction. TliPre is iron to keep the lady 
on her feet, and water, with some garnish of Jamaica, and the 
wines of old Spain and the islands, to cheer the hearts and tool 
the mouths of my fellows, beneath tfiat deck ; and more than 
that, there is not. "We have stores tor the table and the breeze, 
beyond yon bulkhead ; and here suv lockera beneath you, that 
are — empty I See, one is open ; il is neat as any drawer in a 
lady's bureau. This is no place for your Dutchman's strong 
waters, or the coarse skins of yov.v tobacconist' Odd's my hfe! 
Ho who would go on the scent of the Wafer-Witch's lading, 
must follow your beauty in her satins, or your paraon in his band 
and gown. There would be much lamentation in the church, 
and many a hea^y-hearted bishop, were it known that the good 
craft had come to hai'm !" 

" There must be an end to this andadous trifling with the 
law," Siud Ludlow ; " and the time may be nearer than you sup- 

" I look at the pages of the lady's iwok, in the pride of each 
morning ; for we hive it aboaid heie, that when she intends to 
serve vs foul, she mil nt least be honest enough to give a warn- 
ing.- Tlie mottoes uilen change, but her words are ever true. 
Tis hard to overtake the dn\niig mist, Captain Ludlow, and he 
must hold good niy with the wind itself, who wishes to slay 
long in our company," 
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" Many a boastful sailor has been caught. The breeae tlial 
U good for the light of draught, and the breeze that is good for 
the deep keel, are different. You may live to learn what a stout 
spar, a wide ai'ni, and a steady hull can do." 

"The lady of the wild eye and wicked smile project met 
1 have seen the witcli buried fathoms deep in brine, and the 
glitteiing water falling from her tressea like golden stais ; but 
never have I read an untruth in her pages. There is good in- 
telligence between her and some on board ; and, trust me, she 
knows tie paths of the ocean , loo well ever to steer a wi'ong 
course. But we prate like gossiping rivermen. — Wilt see the 
Skimmer of the Seas !" 

" Such is the object of our vis 
heart beat vii lentlj t the mn o of 
you are not he b n s here he 

" Speak low f th la ly under the bowsprit hear sucli 
treason agains her fa onte FU not answer for her good-will. 
If I am not he idde 1 the hero of the India-shawl, laughing 
freely. " Well, an ocean is bigger than a sea, and a bay is not 
a gulf You shall have an opportunity of judging between, us, 
noble eaptain, artfl then I leave opinions to each man's wisdom. 
Follow." 

He quitted the hatchway, and led his companions towar.ls Uio 
accommodations in the stem of the vessel. 



it," returned Ludlow, whose 
the redoubtable rover. " If 
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If the exterior of the brigantine was ao gmcefiil in fomi and 
so singular in arrangement, the interior was still more worthy 
of observation. There were two small cabins beneath the main- 
deck, one on each aide of, and immediately adjoining, the limited 
space tliat was destined to receive her light but valuable cargoes. 
It was into one of these that Tiller had descended lite a man 
who freely entered into his own apartment ; but partly above, 
and nearer to the stern, were a suite of little rooms that were 
fitted and furnished in a atj'le alt<^ther different. The equip- 
ments were those of a yacht, rather than those which ifiight be 
supposed suited lo the pleasures of even the most successful 
dealer in contraband. 

The principal deck had been sunk several feet, commendng at 
the aftermost bulkhead of the cabins of the subordinate officers, 
in a manner to ^ve the necessary lieight, without inferfeiing 
with the line .of the brigantine's shear. The airangement was 
consequently not to be seen by an observer who was not ad- 
mitted into the vessel itself A descent of a step or two, how- 
ever, brought the visitors to the level of the cabin-floiir, and into 
an ante-room that was evidently fitted for the convenience of 
the domestics. A small silver hand-bell lay on a table, and 
Tiller jfing it lightly, like one whose ordinary manner was re- 
sli'ained by respect. It was answered by the appearance of a 
boy, wliose Jem's could not exceed ten, and whose attire was so 
whimsical as to merit description. 
-The material of the dress of tliis young servitor of Neptune, 
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was a light rose-colored silk, cut in a fashion to reaeintle the 
habits foimerly worn by pages of the great His body was 
belted by a band of gold, a collar of iitio thread lace floated od 
his neck and shouldeis, and even hia feet were clad in a sort of 
buskiiis, that were ornainented with tiinges of real lace and 
tassels of bullioD, The form and features of the child were 
delicate, and his air as unlike as [lossible to the coarse and 
brnsqiie maaner of a vulgar ship-boy. 

" "Waste and prodigality !" muttered the Alderman, when this 
extraordinary lltt)e usher presented himself^ in answer to the 
summons of Tdler. " This is the very wantonness of cheap goods 
and an unfettered commei'ce ! There is enough of Mechlin, 
Patroon, on the shoulders of that urcliiu, to deck the stomacher 
of the Queen. 'Fore Geoi^, goods were cheap in the mai'ket, 
when the young scoundrel bad his livery !" 

The surpiiae was not confined, however, to the observant and 
fnigal burgher. Ludlow and Van Staats of Kinderhook mani 
fefited equal amazement, tliough their wonder was exhibited in a 
less chaitteteristic manner. The former turned short to demand 
the meaninw of this masquerade, when he perceived that the 
hero of the India shawl had disappeared. They were then alone 
with the fantastic page, and it became necessary to trust to his 
intelligence for directions how to proceed. 

"Who art thou, child! — and who has sent thee hither!" 
demanded Ludlow. The boy riused a cap of the same rose- 
colored silk, and pointed te an image of a female, with aswarthj 
face and a malign smile, painted, with exceeding art, on its front 

" I serve the sea-green lady, with the others of the hingantine." 

" And who is this lady of the color of shallow water, and 
whence come yon, in particular?" 

" This is her likeness — if y in would speak with her, she stands 
on the cut-water, and rarely refuses an answer." 

'"Tls odd that a form of wood should have the gift of 
speech I" 

" Dost think her then of wood ?" returned the child, looking 
timidly, and yet curiously, up into the (ace of Ludlow. " Othets 
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have said the Bame ; but those who know best, deny it. She 
does not answer with a tongue, but tlie book has always some- 
thing lo say.'' 

" Uere is a grievous deception practised on the superstition 
of Uiis boy I I have read the book, and can mate but httle of 
its meaning." 

" Jlicn read again. 'Tis by many reaches that the leeward 
vessel gains upon the wind. My master has bid me bring you 

"Hold — Thou hast both master and mistress? — You have 
told us of the latter, but we would know something of the former. 
Who is thy master?" 

The boy smiled and looked aside, as if he hesitated to 
answer. 

" Nay, I'efuse not to reply. I come with the authority of the 
Queen." 

" He tells us that tbe sea-green lady is our Queen, and tliat 
we have no other." 

"Rashness and rebellion!" muttered Myndert; ''but this 
foolhardiaess will one day bring as pretty a brigantine as ever 
Sidled in the narrow seas to condemnation ; and then will there 
be mmora abroad, and characters cracked, till everv lover of 
gossip in the Ameiicas shall be tired of defamation." 

" It is a bold subject that dares say this !" rejoined Ludlow, 
wlio heeded not the by-play of the Alderman ; "your master 
has a name f ' 

"We never hear it. When Neptune boards us, under the 
tropics, he always hails the 'Skimmer of the Seas,' and then 
they answer. The old god knows us well, for we pass his lati- 
tude oftener tban otlier ships, they say." 

"You are then a cruiser of some service in the brigantine — 
no doubt you have trod many distant shores, belonging to w 
swift a craft.'' 

" I ! — I never was on the land 1" returned the boy, thought- 
fully. " It must be droll to be there ; they say, one can hardly 
walk, it is so steady ! I put a question to the seargreen lady 
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before we camo to the nairow inlet, to know when 1 was to ffi 
risliore.'' 

"And she answeied?" 

" It was some time fi^t. Two watclies were past before a 
word was to be seen ; at last I got the lines. I believe alio 
ni jcked me, though I have never dated show it to my master, 
that he might say." 

"Hast the words here? — perhaps we might assist tlice, as 
there are some among us who know most of the sea-palha." 

The boy looked timidly and suspiciously around ; then thrust- 
ing a hand hurriedly into a pocket, he drew forth two bits of 
pajier, each of which contained a scrawl, and both of which had 
evidently been much thumbed and studied. 

"Here," he said, in a voice that was suppressed nearly to a 
whisper. "This was ou the firat page, I was so fiightened, 
lest the lady should he angry, that I did not look again til! the 
next watch ; and then," turning the leaf, " I found this." 

Ludlow took the bit of paper fii'st offered, and read, written 
in a child's hand, the following extract : 



Wiihoul or eraise or giumbllnja." 

" I tliought that 'twas in mockery,'' continued the boy, when 
he saw by the eye of the young captain that he had read the 
quotation ; " for 'twas very like, though move prettily worded, 
than that which I had said myself!" 

" And what was the second answer!" 

" This was found in the firet raonuDg-watch," the child 
returned, reading the second extract himself: 



•' I never dared to ask ^ain. But what mattei's that ' They 
say, the grouni is rough and difficult to walk on; that earth- 
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quakes shake it, and make holes to swallow cities ; that men 
siay each other on the highways for money, and that the houses 
I see on the hills must always remain in the same spot. It 
must be very melancholy to hve always in the same spot ; but 
then it must be odd never to feel a motion 1" 

" Except the occasional rocking of an earthquake. Thou art 
better afloat, child ; — but thy master, this Skimmer of the 

"—-Hist!" wliispered the boy, raising a lingei' for silence, 
" He has come up mto the great cabin. In a moment, we shdl 
have his signal to enter." 

A few light touches on tlie strings of a guitai- followed, and 
then a symphony was rapidly and beautifully executed, by one 
in the adjoining apartment. 

" Alida, herseWi is not more nimble-fingered," whispered the 
Alderman ; " and I never heard the ^rl touch the Dutch lute, 
that cost a hundred Holland guldei-^ with a 1 \elici movement I 

Ludlow signed for silence A fine manly \oiCi; of great 
richness and depth, was soon heard sngng to in aic mjani 
ment on the same instrument The iir w^s grave, and 
altogether unusual for the social cbanctLr of one who dwelt 
upon the ocean, being chiefly in letitatne. The words, as ntdi 
as might be distinguished, ran as follows : 

My brig^LDtljie* 
JasE in Ihy inoutd, Jind beaulflona !□ Thy funn, 

Llghta* the sea-tiiHfl. rocking in (he slorm. 



Lodyoftnlne; 
More lieht and iwlfl [ban Ihon, m 
With enier lieel, nr sleailler on lis 
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" He often sings thus," whispered tlte boy, when the song 
was ended ; " tbey say, tlie aeargi-een lady loves music that fcHa 
of tlie ocean, and of hei' power. — Hark ! he has bid mo enter." 

" He did but foucli tlie strings of the guitar ag^n, boy." 

" 'Tia his signal, when Uie weather is feir. When we havo 
the whbtlings of the wbd and the roar of the water, thea he 
has a louder call." 

Ludlow would have gladly listened longer; but the boy 
opened a door, and, pointing the way to those he conducted, he 
silently vanished himself behind a curtain. 

The visitors, more particularly the young commander of the 
Coquette, found new subjects of admiration and wonder, on 
entering the mtun cabin of the brigantino. The apartment, 
considering the size of the vessel, was spacious and high. It 
received light from a couple of windows in the stem, and it was 
evident that two smaller rooms, one on each of the quarteis, 
shared with it in this advantage. The space between these 
state-rooms, as they are called in nautical language, necessarily 
formed a deep alcove, which might be separated from the outer 
portion of the cabin by a ciu'tain of crimson damask, that now 
hung in festoons from a beam foshioncd into a gilded cornice. 
A luxuriously-looking pi le of cushions, covered with red morocco, 
lay along thn transom, in the manner of an eastern divan ; and 
ag^nst the bulk-head of each state-room stood an agri|jpina 
of maht^any, that was lined with the same mateiial Neat and 
tasteful eases for books were suspended here and tliere ; and 
the guitar which had so lately been used, lay on a small table 
of some precious wood, tliat occupied the centre of the alcove. 
There were also other implements, like those which occupy the 
leisure of a cultivated but perhaps an effeminate rather than a 
vigorous mind, scattered around, some evidently long neglected, 
and otliere appearing to have been more recently in favor. 

The outer portion of the cabin was furnished in a similar 
etyle, though it contained many more of the articles that ordi- 
narily belong to domestic economy. It had its agrippina, its 
foles of cushions, its chajis of beautiful wood, its cases for books. 
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and its neglected instruments, inftmiixed n-ith fixtures of more 
solid and permanent appearance, which were arranged to meet 
the violent motion that was often unavoidable in so small a bark. 
There was a blight hanging of crimson damask around the whole 
apartment ; and, here and thei'e, a small mirror was let into the 
bulkheads and ceilings. AH tlie other parts were of a rich 
mahogany, relieved by panels of rose-wood, that gave an appear- 
ance of exquisite finish to the cabin. The floor was covered 
with a mat of the finest textuie, ind of a fiagrance that an- 
nounced both its freshness and the fict that the grass had been 
the growth of a warm and luxnnant climate. The place, as was 
indeed the whole vessel, so f « as the keen eye of Lmllow could 
detect, was entirely destitute of arms, not even a pistol or a 
sword being suspended in those places where weapons of that 
description are usually seen in all vessels emjilojed pithei m 
war or in a trade that might oblige those who sail them to deal 
in violence. 

In the centre of the alcove stood the youthful-looking and 
extraordinary person who, in so unceremonious a manner, had 
visited la Cour des F6es the preceding nigliL His dress was 
much the same, in &shion and mateiial, as when last seen ; still, 
it had been changed ; for on the breast of the silken frock was 
paint«d an image of tlie sea-^'een lady, done with exquisite 
skill, and in a manner to preserve the whole of the wild and 
unearthly character of the expression, Tlie wearer of this singu- 
lar ornament leaned lightly against the little table, and as he 
bowed with entire self-possession to his guests, his face was 
lighted with a smile that seemed to betray melancholy, no less 
than courtesy. At the same time he raised his cap, and stood 
in the rich jet-black locks with which nature had so exuberantly 
shaded his forehead. 

Tlie manner of the visitors was less easy. The deep anxiety 
ifith which both Ludlow and the Patroon had undertaken to 
board the notorious smuggler, had given place to an amazement 
and a curiosity that caused tliem nearly to tbrget their eri'and ; 
while Alderman Van Beverout appeared shy and t 
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manifestly thinking less of his niece than of the consequences of 
BO remarkable an inter\'iew. They all returned tlie salutiitioii 
of their host, though each waited for him to speak. 

" They tell me I have the pleasure to receive a commander 
of Queen Ann-^'s service, the wealthy and honorable Patroon of 
Kindcrhook, and a most worthy and respectable member of iJie 
(ity corporation, known as Aldemian Van Beverout," c 
Uie individual who did the honors of the vessel 
" It is not often that my poor brigantine is thns favored, and, in 
the name of my mistress, I would express our thanks," 

As he ceased speaking, he bowed again with ceremoniotis 
gravity, as if all were equally strangers to him ; tliough tlie 
young men saw plmnly that a smothered smile played about a 
mouth that even they could not refuse the praise of being of 
rare and extraordinary attraction, 

" As we have but one mistiness," said Ludlow, " it is our com- 
mon duty to wish to do her pleasure." 

" I understand you. Sir. It is scarce necessary to say, how- 
ever, that the wife of George of Denmark has httle anthonty 
here. Forbear, I pray you," he added quickly, observing that 
Ludlow was about to answer. " These interviews with the ser- 
vants of (hat lady are not unfrequent ; and as I know other 
matters have sent you hither, we will imagine all said that a 
TJ^lant officer and a most loyal subject could utter to an out- 
law and a trifler with the regulations of the customs. That 
controversy must be settled between us under our canvas, and 
by virtue of our speed, or other professional qualities, at proper 
time and in a proper place. We will now touch on different 
matters." 

" I think the gentleman is right, Patnxin. "Wlien matters 
are ripe for the Exchequer there is no use in worrying Uie lungs 
witli summing up the testimony, like a fee'd advocate. Twelve 
discreet men, who have bowels of compassion for the vidssitodea 
of trade, and who know how hard it is to earn, and how easy 
it is to spend, will deal with the subject better than all the idle 
todkeis in the ProvincfM." 
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" Wlien confronted to tbe twelve disintei-ested Daniels, I shall 
be fain to submit to their jndgment," rejoined the other, stil. 
suffering the wilful smile to linger round his lips. "Yon, Sir, 
I think, are called Mr. Myndert Van Beverout, — To what fall in 
peltry, or what rise in markets, do I owe the honor of this visit ?" 

"It is said that some from this vessel were so bold ns 
t) land on my grounds, during the past night, without the 
knowledge and consent of their owner — you will observe the 
purport of our discourse, Mr. Van Stnata, for it may yet come 
before the authorities — as I said, Sir, without their owner's 
knowledge, and that there were dealings in articles that are 
contraband of law, unless they enter the provinces purified and 
embellished by the air of tbe Queen's European dominions — God 
bless Her Majesty !'' 

"Amen. — That which quitteth the Watfir-Wilch commonly 
comes purified by the air of many different regions. "We are 
no li^^rds in movement, here ; and the winds of Europe 
scaiTOly cease to blow upon our sails, before we scent the galea 
of America, But this is rather Exchequer matter, to be dis- 
cussed before the twelve merciful burghers, than entertmnment 
for such a visit." 

" I open with the facts, that there may be no errors. But in 
addition to so foul an imputation on the credit of a merchant, 
there has a gi'eat calamity befallen me and my household, during 
the past night. The daughter and heiress of old Etienne de 
Barb€rie lias left her abode, and we have reason to think tliat she 
has been deluded so far as to come hitlier. Fsuth and corres- 
pondence ! Master Seadrift ; but I think this is exceeding the 
compass of even a trader in conti'aband ! I can make allowances 
for some errors in an account ; but women can be exported and 
imported without duty, and when and where one pleases, and 
therefore the less necessity for running them out of their old 
uncle's habitation in so secret a manner," 

"An undeniafcle position, and a feeling conclusion ! I admit 
flie demand to be made in all form, and I suppose these two 
gentlemen are to be considered as witnesses of its legality." 
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" We ha^e eomc to aid a wronged and distresseil relative and 
guardian, in searching for his misguided ivard," Lndlow answered 

Tile fi'ee-trader turned his eyes on the I'atroon, wlio signified 
his assent by a sileiit bow. 

"'Tis well, gentlemen; I also admit the testrmonj. Cut 
though in common believed so wortliy a subject for justice, ^ 
Lave hitherto had but little direct communication with the blind 
deity. Do the authorities usually ^ve credit to these charges 
without some evidence of their truth !" 

" Is it denied ?" 

" You are still in possession of your senses. Captain Ludlow, 
and may freely use them. But this is an artifice to divert pur- 
suit. There are other vessels besides the brigantine, and a ca- 
pricious fair may have sought a protector even under a pennant 
of Queen Anne !" 

" This is a ti'uth that has been but too obvious to my mind, 
Mr, Van Beverout," observed the sententious Patroon. " It 
would have been well to have ascertained whether she we seek 
has not taken some less exceptionable coui'se than this, before 
we hastily believe that your niece would so easily become the 
wife of a stranger." 

" Has Mr. Van Staats any hidden meaning in hia words, that 
he speaks ambiguously ?" demanded Ludlow. 

"A man, conscious of his good intentions, has little occasion 
to speak equivocally. I believe, with this reputed smuggler, 
that la belle Barberie would be more likely to tly with one she 
has long known, and whom I fear she has but too well esteemed, 
than with an utter stranger, over whose hfe there is cast a shade 
of so dark mystery." 

" If the impression that the lady could yield her esteom with 
too little discretion be any excuse for suspicions, then may I ad- 
vise a search in the manor of Kinderhook ?' 

" Consent and joy ! The girl need not have stolen to cliurch 
to become the bride of Oioff Van Staats !" interrupted the Al- 
derman, " She should have had my benediction on the match, 
and a fat gift to give it unction." 
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" These suspicions are but natural, between men bent on tie 
same objoef," resumed the free-trader. "The officer of the 
Queen ttinlis a glance of the eye, from a wilful fair, mean? ad- 
miration of broad lands and rich meadows ; and the lord of the 
manor dislrtuts the romance of warlike service, and the power 
of an imagination which roams the sea. Still may I ask, what 
is there here, to tempt a proud and courted beauty to forget 
station, sex, and fiiends ?" 

" Caprice and vanity ! There ia no answering for a woman's 
mind ! Here wo bring articles, at groat risk and heavy chargea, 
from the further Indies to please their fancies, and they change 
their modes easier than the beaver casts his coat. Their eon- 
coite sadly unsettle trade, and 1 know not why they may not 
cause a wilful g^rl to do any other act of folly." 

" This reasoning seems conclusive with the uncle. Do the 
suitors assent to its justice 1" 

The Patroon of Kiiiderbook had stood gazing, long and ear- 
nestly, at the countenance of the extraordinary being who asked 
this question. A movement, which bespoke equally his con- 
viction and his regret, escaped lum, but he continued silent. 
Not so Ludlow. Of a more ardent temperament, though equally 
sensible of the temptation which had caused Alida to err, and 
as keenly alive to all the consequences to herself, us well as to 
others, there was something of professional rivalry and of an 
ofBcial right to investigate, which still mingled with his feehngs. 
He had found tjme to examine more closely the ailicles that 
the cabin contained, and when their singular host put his ques- 
tion, he pointed, with an ironical but mournful smile, to a foot- 
stool richly wrought in flowers of tints and shades so just as to 
seem natural. 

"This is no work of a sail-maker's needle I" said the captain 
of the Coquette. " Other beauties have been induced to pass 
an idle hour in your gay residence, hardy mariner; but, sooner 
or later, judgment will overtake t!ie light-heeled craft." 

" On the wind, or off, she must some day lag, as we seamen 
have it I Captsun Ludlow, I excuse some harshness of consttuo- 
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tion, that your language miglit imply ; for it becomes a coin- 
missioned servant of the crown to use freedom with one who, 
like tlie lawless companion of the piincely Hal, is bnt too njit to 
propose to ' rob me the King's Exchequer.' But, Sir, this bri- 
gantine and her character are little known to you. We have uo 
need of truant damsels, to let us into the mystery of tlio sex's 
taste ; for a female spiiit guides all our humors, and imparts 
Bometliiiig of her delicacy to all our acts, even thoujth it be the 
fashiou amoug burghers to call them lawless. See," throwing 
a curtain carelessly aside, and exiiibiting, behind it, various 
articles of womanly employment, " here are the offspring of both 
pendl and needle. The sorceress," touching the image on his 
breast, " will not be entertMiied, without some deference to her 
sex." 

" This aflair must be arranged, I see, by a compromise," ob- 
served the Aldei'man. " By your leave, gentlemen, I will make 
proposals in private to this bold trader, who perhaps will listt^n 
to the offers I have to propose." 

" Ail ! This savors more of the spirit of ti'ade than of that of 
the sea-goddess I serve," cried the other, causing his lingers to 
run lightly over the strings of the guitar, " ConipTOmise and 
offers are sounds that become a bui^her's liiis. My tricksy 
spirit, commit these gentlemen to the care of bold Thomas Tiller, 
while I confer with the merchant. The character of Mr, Van 
Beverout, Capt^n Ludlow, will protect us both from tlie suain- 
don of any designs on the revenue !" 

Laughing at his own allusion, the free-trader signed to the 
boy, who had appeared from behind a curtain, to show the dis- 
appointed suitors of la belle BarbCrie into another part of Oie 
vessel. 

" Foul tongues and calumnies ! Master Seadrift, this unlaivfu! 
manner of playing round business, after accounts are settled and 
receipts passed, may lead to other loss besides that of character. 
The commander of the Coquette Ls not more than half satkfijd 
rf my ignorance of your misdoings in behalf of thu customs, 
already ; and these jokes are like so many punches into a smoul- 
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dering firo on a dark nigLt, They only give light, and cause 
people to see the clearer: — tlioiigli, llenven kiioivs, no man hag 
less reason to dread an inquiry into his affaii's tJiaii myself! I 
challenge the best accountant in the colonies to iJetect a false 
footing, or a doubtful entry, in any hook I have, from the Mcino- 
roudum to tlie Ledger." 

■ " The Proverbs are not more sententious, nor the Psalms hall 
as poetical, as your library. But why this secret parley ? — TTie 
brigantine has a swept hold." 

" Swept ! Brooms and Van Tromp ! Thou hast swept the 
pavilion of my nieco of its mistress, no less than my pui'se of its 
Johannes. This is carrying a little innocent barter into a most 
forbidden commerce, and I hope the joke is to end before 
the afiair gets to be sweetening to the tea of the Province 
gossips. Such a tale would affect the autumn impoilafion of 
sugars !" 

"This is more vivid than clear. You have my laces and 
velvets ; my brocades and satins are already in the hands of the 
Manhattan dames ; and your fuiB and Johannes are safe where 
no boarding officer from the Coquette- 

"Well, there is no need of speaking-trumpets, to tell a man 
what he knows already, to his cost ! I should expect no less 
than bankruptcy from two or three such bargains, and you wish 
to add loss of character to loss of gold. Bulkheads have eara 
in a ship, as well as walls in houses. I wish wo more s^d of 
the trifling traffic that has been between us. If I lose a tliou- 
sand florins by the operation, I shall know how to he resigned. 
Patience and afflictions ! Have I not buried as full-fed and 
promising a gelding this morning, as ever paced a pavement, 
and has any man heard a complaint from my lips ! I know 
how to meet losses, I hope ; and so no more of an unlucky pur- 

" Truly, if it be not for trade, there is httle in common be- 
tween the marinei'S of the brigantine and Alderman Van Bo- 

" The gi'eatei' the necessity thou shuuldst end tliis silly joke, 
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and restore his niece. I am not sure tLe afiHir can bo at all' 
settled with citlier of these hotheaded joung men, though I 
should even offer to throw in i Ln thou-auds more by way 
of niake-weiglit. When female reputation gets a b^d name in 
the market, 'tis harder to disjiose ot than filhng stock ; and 
youi' young lords of manors and commandera ot uut-ers have 
stomaelis like usurers ; no per centage ivill satisfy them ; it 
must bo all or nothing! There "as no such foolery m the 
days of thy woMJij father I The honest trafbcker brought his 
cutter into port with as innocent a look as a mill boat We 
had our discourses on the qualities of his wares, when here was 
his price, and there was my gold. Odd or even ! It was all 
a chance which had the best of the bai'gain. I was a tliriving 
man in tliose days, Master Seadiift ; but thy spirit seems the 
spirit of exfortioD itself !" 

There was momentarily contempt on the Up of tlie hand- 
some smuggler, but it disapjwared in an expression of evident 
and painful sadness, 

" Thou liast sof tjned my heart, ere now, most Uberal burgher," 
he answered, " by these allusions to my parent ; and many is 
the doubloon that I have paid for his eulogies," 

" I speak as disinterestedly as a parson preaches I What is a 
trifle of gold between friends ! Yes, there was happiness in 
trade during the time of thy predecessor. Ho had a comely 
and a deceptive ci'aft, tliat might he hkened to an untriramed 
racer. There was motion in it, at need, and yet it had the iur 
of a leisurely Amsterdammer. I have known an Exchequer 
cruiser hail him, and ask the news of the tamous free-trader, 
with as httle suspicion as he would have in speaking the Lord 
High Admiral. There were no fooleries in his time ; no un- 
Bcemly hussies stuck under his bowsprit, to put an honest man 
out of countenance ; no high-fiiers in stul and pmnt ; no singing 
and luting — but all was rational and gainful barter. Then, he 
was a man to ballast his boat with something valuable. I have 
known him throw in fifty ankere of gin, without a farthing for 
fieight, when a bargain has been struck for the finer articles — 
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aye, and finish by landing tltam in England, for a sniiill premiiiia, 
when the gift was made !" 

" lie deserves thy praise, grateful Alderman ; but to what 
eoncla^ion does this opening tend ?" 

"Well, if more guld nmst j'ass between us," continued the 
reluctant Myndei-t, " we sliall not waste time in counting it ; 
though, Heaven knows. Master Seadrifl, thou hast already 
drained mo dry. Losses have fallen heavy on me, of late. 
There is a gelding, dead, that fifty Ilijlland duciits will not 
replace on the boom-key of Rotterdam, to say nothing of freight 
and charges, which come particularly heavy " 

" Speak to thy offer !" internipted the other, who evidently 
wished to shorten the interiiew. 

" E«stoTe the girl, and take five-and-twenty thin pieces." 

" Half-price for a Flemish gelding ! La Belle would blush, 
with honest pride, did she know her value in the market !" 

"Extortion and bowels of compassion 1 Let it be a hundred, 
and no further wo'ils between us." 

" Harkee, Mr. Van Beverout ; that I sometimes trespass on 
the Queen's earnings is not to be denied, and least of all to 
you ; for I like neither this manner of ruling a nation by deputy, 
nor the prineijile which says that one bit of earth is to make 
laws for another. 'Tis not my Liunor, sir, to near a Enn-l sh 
cotton when my taste is for the Florentine nor to swillo v 
beer, wJien I more relish the delicate wines of G*^co y Bevo 1 
this, thou knowest I do not trifle, even with fancied nghts and h-wl 
I fifty of thy nieces, sacks of ducats should not [ irehise one " 

The Alderman started in a manner that mij.ht 1 a e nduced 
a spectator to believe he was listening to an incomprehensible 
proposition. Still his companion spoke with a warmth that 
gave him no small reason to believe he uttered no more tlnin 
lie felt, and, iiiexpSicable as it might prove, that he valued trea- 
sure less than feeling. 

" Obstinacy and extravagance!" muttered Jfyndert; "what 
use can a troublesome girl be to one of thy liabits ? If thou 
baat deluded — " 
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" I have deliuled none. Tlie brigantino is not an AJgerine, to 
ask 1 1 1 ke ransom." 

lie let it submit to what I believe it is yet a stranger. If 
thou 1 Tst ot enticed my niece away, by, nea\en knows, a most 
\i 1 lei IS 01! ! let the vessel be seai'ched. Tliis will make the 
m n 1 of (he yoimg men tranquil, and keep the treaty open 
betn ^n is and the value of the article fixed in the market" 

" Freely ; — but mark ! If certfun hales containing worthless 
fdvs of jnai-tens and beaveis, with other articles of thy colony 
trade, should discovei' the character of my correspondents, I 
stand exonerated of all breach of faith." 

"There is prudence in tliat. Yes, there must be no imperti- 
nent eyes peeping into bales and packages. Well, I see, Master 
Seadrift, the impossibility of immediately coming to an under- 
stauding ; and tlierefore I will quit thy vessel, for truly a mer- 
chant of reputation should have no unnecessaiy connexion with 
one so smpected." 

The free-ti'ader smiled, partly in scorn, and yet much in sad- 
ness, and passed his fingere over the strings of the guitar. 

" Show tliis worthy hui^her to his friends Zephyr he s'jid ; 
<ind, bomng to the Alderman, he dismissed him in a minner 
thnt betrayed a singular comixinnd of feeling Ont quick to 
discover the traces of human passion, might haie fancied that 
regret, and even sorrow, were blended with the nitu-al or 
nssiimed recklessness of the smuurlpi s ii and hnguige 
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CHAPTER XVL 



BuRiKG the time passed in tie secret coTiference of the cahin, 
Ludlow and the Patrooij were held in discourse on the quarter- 
deck by the hero of the India-shawl. The dial<:^ie \ras profes- 
sional, as Van Staafs maintained his ancient reputation for 
taciturnity. The appeai'ance of Myndeit, thoughtful, disap- 
pointed, and most evidently perplexed, caused the ideas of all to 
take a new direction. It is probable that the biu;gher believed 
he had not yet bid enough to tempt the free-trader to restore 
bis niece; for by bis air it was apparent bis mind was far from 
being satisfied that she was not in the vessel. Still, when 
questioned bj»his companions concerning the result of his inter- 
view with the fi'ee-trader, for reasons best understood by himself, 
he was ftun to answer evasively. 

" Of one thing rest satisfied," he said ; " the misconception 
in this afliiir will yet bo explained, and AUda BirbCiiu return 
unfettered, and ^vith a character as free from blomish as the 
credit of the Van Stoppers of Holland. The fanciful-looking 
person in the cnbin denies that my niece is hero, and I am 
inclined to think the balance of truth is on his side. I confess, 
if one could just look into the cabins, without the trouble of 
rummaging lockers and cargo, the statement would gi\e more 
satisfaction ; but— hem— gentlemen, we must take tlie assertion 
on credit, for want of more sufficient security," 

Ludlow looked at the cloud above the mouth of the K;tiitan, 
and his lip curled in a smile. 
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" Let Ihe wind hold here, at east," he aaid, " and we shall act 
our [ileasure with both lockcTs and cabins." 

■' Hist! the worthy Master Tiller may overhear this threat- 
after all, I do not know ivhether prudence does not tell us to let 
the brigantine depart." 

"Mp, Aiderinaii Van Beveront," rejoined the captain, whoso 
cheek had reddened to a glow, " my duty must not be gauged 
by your affection for your niece. Tliough content that AUda 
Barberie should quit the country, like an article of vulgar 
commerce, the commander of this vessel must get a passport of 
Her Majesty's ciiiisar 3re she again enter the high sea." 

" Wilt say as much to the sea-gceen lady 1 " asked the man 
ner of the shawl, suddenly appearing at his ellww. 

The question was so uocipected and so strange that it caused 
an involuntary start ; but, recovering his recollection on the in- 
stant, the young sailoi' haughtily replied — 
(>i to any other inon=tcr thou canst conjure 
\\e will tike jou at th word There is no more certain 
method of know ng the j ist oi the futuie the quaiter of the 
heavens from which the winds ait, io come or the season of the 
humnnes, than h\ ] uttmg a qu sti v to our mistress. She who 
knows so much of hidden matters mav tell us what you wish to 
know We will ha\e her callel by tin, usual summoas." 

Thus saying the manner of the shanl gri ely quitted his 
guests and descendtl into the mfenor cabins of the vessel. It 
WIS 1 ut a ra>m"ut b f>ie there iro e sounds fiom some secret 
though njt di tant quaiter of the brigautme that caused, in 
some meosuic both surpiise an 1 jleasure to Ludlow and the 
] itioon Their companion had hjs motives for being inaensibie 
to (, thei of these em tions 

After a siiort and rajud symphony, a wind-instrument took 
up a wild strdn, while a human voice was again heard chanting 
to the music words, which were so much involved by the com- 
position of the air, as to render it impoiisible to trace more than 
that their burden was a sort of mysterious incantation of soido 
ocean deity. 
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" Sqneabing and flutes ! " grumbled Myndcrt, era the laat 
Bounds ivere fiiivly ended. " This is doivnnght hcnthciiish ; and 
plain-dealing man, who does business above-board, has good 
reason to wish himself honestly at ehureb. What have we to 
do witli land-witches, or water-ivitehes, oi" any other witchcraft, 
that we stay in the briganline, now it is known that my niece 
ia Dot to be found aboard her; and, moreover, even admitting 
that we were disposed to trafiic, the craft Las nothing in her 
thai a man of Manhattan shoidd want. The deepest bog of tliy 
manor, Patroon, is safer ground to tread on, than the deck of a 
vessel that has got a reputation like that of tliis craft." 

The scenes of which he was a witness had produced their 
effect on Van Staats of Kinderhook. Of a alow imagination but 
of a powerful and vast frame, be was not easily excited, either 
to indulge in fiinciful images, or to suffer pei'aonal apprehension. 
Only a few yeare bad passed since men, who in other reajwds 
were enlightened, firmly believed in the existence of snperna- 
tural agencies in tie control of the affairs of this life ; and though 
the New-Netberlanders had escaped the infatuation which pre- 
vailed so generally in the religious proiinces of New England, a 
credulous superstition, of a less active quality, possessed the 
minds of the most intelligent of the Dutch colonists, and even of 
their descendants so lately as in our own times. The art of 
divination was particularly in favor ; and it rarely happened, 
that any inexplicable event affected the fortunes or comfoils of 
tbe good proiincialista, without their having recourse to some 
one of the more renowned foitune-tellei« of tbe country, for an 
explanation. Men of slow iiiciiltics love strong excitement, be- 
cause they are insensible to less powerful impulses, as men of 
hard beads find most enjoyment in strong liquors. The Pafroon 
was altogether of tho slu^;isb east ; and to him there was con- 
sequently a secret, but deep pleasure, in his present situation. 

'■Wliat important resiilfs may flow from this adventure, we 
know not, Mr. Alderman Van Beverout," returned Ololf Van 
Staats ; " and I confess a desire to see and bear more, before 
we land. This 'Skimmer of the Seas' is altogether a different 
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man from what ouv rumors in the city have reported ; and, by 
reinMiiing, we may set public opinion nearer to the truth. I 
have heard my late venerable aunt " 

"Chii alley-cornel's and traditions! The good lady was no 
bad customer of these gentiy, Patroon ; and it is lucky that 
they got no more of thy inheritance, in the way of fees. Vou 
see the Lust in Ettst ag^nst the mountain there ; well, all that 
is meant for the public is on the outside, and all that is intended 
for my own private gmtification is kept within-doors. But 
here is Captain Ludlow, who has matters of the Queen on his 
hands, and the gentleaian will find it disloyal to waste the 
moments in this jn^hng." 

" I confess the same desire to witness the end," drily returned 
tiie commander of the Coquette. " The state of the wind pre- 
vents any immediate change in the positions of tbe two vessels ; 
and why not get a further insight into the exti'aordinary cha- 
racter of those who belong to the brigantine ?" 

" Aye, there it is 1" muttered the Alderman between his teeth. 
"Your insights and ontsights lead to all the troubles of life. 
One is never snug witli these fentasties, which tiifle with a 
secret, like a fly fluttering round a candle, until his wings get 

As his companions seemed resolved to stay, however, there 
remained no altoniative for the burgher but patience. Although 
apprehension of some indiscreet exposure was certainly the 
feeling uppermost in his mind, he was not entirely without 
some of the weakness which caused Olotf Van Staals to Ksten 
and to gaze with so much obvious interest and secret awe. 
Even Ludlow, himself, felt more affected than he would have 
willingly owned, by the extraordinary situation in which ho 
was placed. No man is entirely insensible to the influence 
of sympathy, let it exeit its power in what manner it will. 
Of this the young sailor was the more conscious, through the 
effect tliat was produced on himself by the grave exterior and 
attentii'e manner of all the mariners of the brigantine. He was 
a seaman of no mean accomplishments; and, among other 
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attainments that properly distinguisli men of bia profession, Ite 
had learned to know the countiy of a sailor, by those genera] 
and distinctive marks which form the piincipal difference be- 
tween men whose common pureuit has in so gi'eat a degree 
ci'eated a common ehai'acter. Intelhgence, at that day, was 
confined to narrow limits among those who dwelt on the ocean. 
Even the officer was but too apt to be one of iiide and boister- 
ous manners, of limited acc[uiienienta, and of deep and obstinate 
prejudices. No wonder, then, that the common man was, in 
general, ignorant of most of those opinions which gradnally 
enlighten society, Ludlow had seen, on entering the vessel, 
that her crew was composed of men of diiferent countries. Age 
and personal character seemed to have been more consulted, in 
their selection, than national distinctions. There was a Fin- 
lander, with a ci'edulons and oval physignomy, sturdy but short 
frame, and a hght vacant eye ; and a dark-skinned seaman 
of the Mediterranean, whose classical outline of feature was 
often disturbed by nneasy and sensitive glances at the horizon. 
These two men had come and placed themselves near the 
group on the quarter-deck, when the last music -was heard ; 
and Lndlow had asciibed tlie circnmstanco to a sensibility to 
melody, when the child Zephyr stole to their side, in a manner 
to show that more was meant by the movement than was 
apparent in the action itself. The appearance of Tiller, who 
invited the party to re-enter the cabin, explained its meaning, 
by showing that these men, hke themselves, had business with 
the being, who, it was pretended, had so gi'eat an agency in 
controlling the fortunes of the brigantine. 

The iiarty, who now passed into the littie ante-i-oom, was 
governed by very different sensations. The curiosity of Ludlow 
was lively, feai'less, and a littie mingled with an interest that 
might be termed professional ; while that of his two com- 
panions was not without some inward reverence for the myste- 
'ious power of the sorceress. Tlie two seamen manifestt^d dull 
dependence, while the boy exhibited, in his ingenuous and half- 
terrified countenance, most unequivocally the inSuence of childish 
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awe. 'fbij mariner of the shawl was grave, silent, and, ivhsl 
was Timisual in liis Jcjioi-tment, respectful. After a moment's 
delay, the door of the innoi' apartment was opened by Seadrifl 
himself, and he signed for the i\hole to enter. 

A loaterial chnngo had been made in tlio arrangement of 
the principal cabin. The light was entirciy excluded from tto 
atom, and the crimson eurtain had been loiiercd before the 
alcove, A small window, whose effect was to throw a dim 
obscurity within, had been opened in the side. The objects on 
which its hght fell strongest, received a soft coloring from the 
hues of the hangings. 

The free-trader received his guests with a chastened Eur, bow- 
ing silently, and with less of leiity in his mien than in the 
former mteiview. Still Ludlow thought there hngered a forced 
but sad smile about his handsome mouth; and tlte Patroon 
gazed at his fine features, with the admiration that one might 
feel foi the most favored of those who were believed to minis-' 
ter at some supeniatural shrine. The feelings of the Alderman 
were e\hibited only by some half-snppresaed munniirs of dis- 
content, that from time to time escaped him, notwithstanding 
a certain degree of reverence, that was gradually prevailing over 
his ill-concealed dissatisfiiction. 

"They tell mo, you would speak with our mistress," said the 
principal personage of the vessel, in a subdued voice. "There 
ore others, too, it would seem, who wish to seek counsel from 
her wisdom. It is now many months since we have had direct 
converse with her, though the book is ever oiM>n to all apph- 
cants for knowledge. You Lave nerves for the meeting?" 

"Iler Majesty's enemies have never reproached me with 
llieir want," returned Ludlow, smiling incredulously. "Proceed 
with your incantations, that wc may know," 

"We are not necromancers, sir, bat faithful mariners, who 
do their mistress's pleiusure, I know tliat you are sceptical ; 
but bolder men have confessed their mistakes, witli less testi- 
mony. Ilist I we are not alone. I hear the o^jcnhig and shut' 
ting of the brigantine's transoms." 
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Tbe speaker then fell back nearly to the line in which the 
othcra LmI arranged themselves, and awaited the result in 
Bilence. The curiainrcse to a low air on the sajiie wind instru- 
ment ; and even Ludlow felt an ernotion move poweiiiil than 
interest, as he gazed on lie object that was reTcaled to view. 

A female form, attired, as near as miglit be, liko ihe figure- 
Lead of the vessel, and standing in a similar attitude, occupied 
tlie centre of the alcove. As in the image, one hand held a 
book with its page turned towards the spectators, while a finger 
of the other pointed ahead, as if giving to the brigantjne its 
course. The sea-green drapery was floating behind, as if it felt 
the influence of the air ; and the face had the same dark and 
uneartiily hue, with its malign and remarkable smile. 

Wlien the start and the fii'st gaze of astonishment were over, 
the Alderman and his companions glanced their eyes at each 
other in wonder. The smile on tbe look of the free-trader 
became less hidden, and it partook of triumph, 

" If any here has aught to say to the lady of our bark, let 
him now declare it. She has come far, at our call, and will 
not tarry long." 

" I would then know," said Ludlow, drawing a heavy hivath, 
like one recovering from some sudden and powerful sensation, 
"if she I seek be within the brigantine !" 

He who acted the part of mediator in this extraordinary cere- 
mony, bowed and advanced to the hook, which, with an air 
of deep reverence, he constilted, reading, or appearing to read, 
Irom its pages. 

" You are asked here, in return for that you inquire, if she 
you seek is songht in sincerity ?" 

Ludlow reddened ; the manliness of the profession to which 
he belonged, however, overonme the reluctance natural to self- 
esteem ; and he answered, fiimly — 

"She is." 

" But you are a maiiner ; men of the sea place their aflsctions, 
often, on the fabric in which they dwell. Is the attachment for 
her you seek stronger than love of wandering, of your ship, 
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your youthful expectations, and the glory that fonns a young 
soldier's dieaiiis !" 

The Commander of tho' Coquette hesitntod. After a moment 
of pause, hke tiiat of self-examination, he said- 

"As mucli so, 03 may become a man," 

A cloud crossed the brow of his interi'Ogator, who advanced 
and again consulted the pages of the book. 

" You are required to say, if a recent event has not disturbed 
your confidence in her j'ou seek !" 

" Disturbed— but not destroyed." 

The sea-green lady moved, and the pages of the mysterious 
volume trembled, as if eager to deliver their oracles. 

" And cotdd you repress curiosity, pride, and all the other 
sentiments of your sex, and seek her favor, without asking expla- 
nation, as before the occurrence of lata events i" 

" I would do much to gain a kind look from Ahda de Bar- 
bfirie ; but the degi'aded spirit, of which you s])eak, would 
render me unworthy of her esteem. If I found her as I lost 
her, my life should be devoted to her hajipiness ; if not, to 
moiiming that one so fair should have fallen !" 

" Have you ever felt jealousy V 

" First let me know if I have cause ?" cried the young man, 
advancing a step towards the motionless form with an erident 
intent to look closer info its character. 

The hand of the maiiner of the shawl arrested him, nith the 
strength of a giant 

" None ti'espass on the respect duo our mistress," coolly 
observed the vigorous seaman, while he motioned to the other to 
retreat. 

A fierce glance shot from his eye ; and then the recollection 
of his present helplessness came, in season, to restrain the resent- 
ment of tlie offended officer. 

" Have you ever felt jealousy ?" continued his undistuvbed 
intcn'ogator. 

"Would any love, that have not?" 

A gentle respiration was heaid in the cabin, during the short 
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panse that succeeded, thuugli non<; could tell whence it Cfinte. 
Tho Aldeinian turned to regard tlic Patrocn, as if he believed 
the sigh was his; while tlie stai-tlcd Ludlow looked ciuiously 
around hint, at a loss to know who acknowledged, with so much 
sensibility, the ti'uth of Iiis reply, 

"ioiir aiiswei'S are well," resumed the free-trader, after a 
pause longer than usual. Then, turning toOloff Van Staals. lie 
said, ""Whom, or what, do you seek ?" 

" We come on a common errand." 

"And do you seek in all sincerity ?" 

" I could wish to find." 

" You are rich in lands and houses ; is she you seek dear t« 
you as this wealth ?" 

"I esteem them both, since one could not wish to tie a 
woman he admired to beggary." 

The Aideriuan hemmed so loud as to fill the cabin, and then, 
stai'tled at his own interruption, he ioioluntarily bowed an 
apology to the motjonless form in tho alcove, and regaiiit'd his 
composure. 

" There Is more of prudence than of ardor in your answer. 
Have you ever felt jealousy V 

"That has he !" eagerly exclaimed Myndert. "Tve knowr 
the gentleman raving as a bear that has lost its ciib, when m, 
niece has smiled, in church, for instance, though it wei'e only in 
answer to a nod from an old iady. Philosophy and composure, 
Patroon ! "Who the devil knows but Allda may hear of this 
questioning ? — and then her French blood will boil, to find that 
your love has always gone as reguldily as a town-clock." 

" Could you receive her mthout inquiring into past events 3" 

" That would he — that would he !" returned tho AkVunaa 
" I answer for it, that Mr. Van Staats complies with all e.T]g;igfl- 
ments as punctually as the best house in Amsterdam itr,elf." 

The book again trembled, but it was witii a waving and 
dissatisfied motion. 

"What is thy will with our mistress V demanded tho free- 
bader, of the fair-haired sailor. 
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" I have bargained with some of the dealers of my coiinfiy, 
for a wind to cany tlie brigantine through the inlet." 

" Go.— The Water-Witch will sail when there is need ;— and 
joni" 

" I wish to know whether a few skins I bought last night, for 
u private venture, will turn to good account !" 

" Trust the sea-green lady tor your profits. When did she 
ever let any (ail in a bargwn 1 Child, what has brought thee 
hitlier ?" 

The boy trembled, and a little time elapsed before he found 
resolution to answer. 

" They tell mo it is so queer to be upon the land I" 

" Sirrah! thou hast been answered. When others go, thou 
shalt go with them." 

" Tiiey say 'tis pleasant to tasto the fruits from off the very 

"Thou art answered. Gentlemen, our mistress depaits. 
She knows that one among you has threatened her favorite 
brigantine with the anger of an eartlly Queen ; but it is 
beneath her office to reply to throats so idle. Hark ! her 
attendants are in waiting?" 

The wind iiistrument was once more heard, and the curtain 
slowly foil to its strains. A sudden and violent noise, 
the opening and shutting of some massive door, s 
then all was still. When the sorceress had disappeared, the 
free-trader resumed his former ease of manner, seeming to speak 
and act more naturally. Aldeiman Van Beverout drew a long 
hrcath, liko one relieved ; and even the mariner of the gay 
shawl stood in an easier and more reckless attitude than while 
iu hei- presence. The two seamen and the child \vithdrew. 

" Few who wear that livery have ever before seen the lady of 
onr brigantine," continued the free-trader, addressing himself to 
Ludlow; "and it is proof that she has less aversion to your 
ci'uiser than she in common feels to most of the long pennants 
that are abroad on tlio water." 

" Thy mistress, thy vessel, and thyself, are alike amusing P 
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returned tbu yonng seaman, again smiling incredulously, and 
\ritti some little olticial ^mde. "Itwilt benell, if you LiiaiiitMii 
this pleaijantry mueli longer, at the ej;i>eiise of Uer ILijcsty'a 
customs." 

" We trust to the power of the "Water "Witcli. She hie 
adopted our hrigantine as her abode, given it her name, and 
guides it with her hantU 'Tnould be iveiik'to douht, when thus 
protected." 

"There may be occasion to try her virtues. Were she a 
spiiit of the deep watei-s, her robe would be blue. Nothing of 
a hght draught can escape the Coquette ?" 

" Dost not know that the color of the sea differs in different 
climes ? We fcar not, but you would have answcis to your 
questions. Honest Tiller will carry you all to the land, and, iit 
passing, the book may again be consulted. I doubt not she 
will leave us some further memorial of her visit." 

The free-trader then bowed, and retired behind the curtain, 
with tlie air of a sovereign dismissing his visitors from an audi- 
ence ; lliough his eye glanced curiously behind him, as he dis- 
appeared, as if to trace the effect which had been produced by 
the interview. Alderman Van Beverout and his friends were 
in the boat again, before a sylhible was exchanged between them. 
They had followed the mariner of the shawl, in obedience to 
his signal ; and they quitted the side of the beautiful brigantaue, 
like men who pondered on what they had just witnessed. 

Enough has been betrayed, in the course of the narrative, 
perhaps, to show, that Ludlow distrusted, though ho could not 
avoid wondering at, what ho had seen. He was not entirely 
free from the superstition that was then so common among sea- 
men ; but his education and native good sense enabled him in 
a great measure to extricate his iniagiuation from that loi-e of 
Uie man-ellous which is more or less common to all. He had 
fifty conjectures concerning the meaning of what had passed and 
not one of them was true ; though each, at the instant, seemed 
to appease his cuiiosity, while it quickened his resolution to pry 
further into the affair. As for the Patroon of Kinderhook, the 
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present, day was one of rare and unequalled pleasure. He had 
all tLo giatificaljon which strong excitement can produce in slow 
nalui-es ; and he neither wished a solution of his douhts, not 
contemjilated any inrcstigatJon that might destroy so agi'ecable 
an illusion. Ilis feney was full of tlie dack eoiintenance of the 
sorceress ; and when it did not dwell on a snbject so unnatural, 
it saw the handsome features, ambigxious smile, and atti-acUre 
air, of her scarcely less admirable minister. 

As the boat got to a little distance from the vessel, Tiller 
stood' erect, and ran his eye complacently over the perfection of 
her liidl and rigging, 

" Our misti'esa has equipped and sent upon the wide and 
unbffliten sea, many a bark," he ssud ; " but never a lovelier than 
our own ! — Captain Ludlow, there has been some double-dealing 
between us; but that which is to follow, shall depend on our 
skill, our seamanship, and om' heels. You serve Queen Anne, 
and I the sea-gi'een lady. Let each be true to his mistress, 
and Heaven prescj've the deserving ! — WUt see the book before 
we make the tiial ?" 

Ludlow intimated his assent, and the Iwit appioached tho 
figiive-bead. It was impossible to prevent tlie feeling which 
each of our three adventui-ers, not e\eeptiiig the Alderman, 
felt when they came in fiiU view ot the motioidess imige The 
mysterious countenance appeared endowed with thought, and 
the mabgn smile seemed still more iionical than befoie 

" The first question was yours, and jouw must be the first 
answered," said Tiller, motioning fir LiidloH to consult the page 
which was open, "Onr mistress dcilschit'flj m seises fiom the 
■old writer whose thoughts are almost as common to vs all as to 
human nature." 

" What means this !" said Ludlow, hastily— 



"These are plain words; but I would rather that anoUia 
prieet should shrive her whom I lore !" 
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" Hist ! — Young blood is swift and quickly heated. Our lady 
of tlie hark will not relish hot speech, over her oracles. — 
Come, Master Patroon, turn the page with the rattin, and see 
what fortune will give." 

Oioff Van Staats raised his powerful nrm, with the hesitation, 
and yet with the curiosity of a girl It was easy to read in hia 
eye the pleasure his heavy nature felt in the excitement ; yet it 
was easy to detect the misgivings of an ei'i'oneoiis education, 
by the seriousness of all the other membera of his countenance. 
He read aloud — ■ 



" Fair-dealing, and davftv speecli ! ' What's yours is mine, 
and what is mine is youi's,' is Measure for Measure, truly, Pa- 
troon !" cried the Alderman. " A more equitable bargain cannot 
be made, when the assets are of equal value. Here is encou- 
ragement, in good sooth ; and now, Miisfer Mariner, we will 
land and proceed to the Lust in Kust, wliich must be tlie jJace 
meant in the verses. ' What's yet bshind,' must be Alid.i, the 
tormenting baggage ! who has been playing hide-and-seek with 
us, for no other reason than to satisfy her womanish vanity, by 
showing how uncomfortable she could make three grave and 
responsible men. Let the boat go. Master Tiller, since tliat 
is thy name ; and many thanks for tliy civilities." 

" Twould give grave offence to leave the lady, without know- 
ing all she has to say. The answer now concerns you, worthy 
Alderman ; and the rattan will do its tuni, ill your hand, as 
well as in tliat of another," 

" I despise a pitiful ciuiosity, and content myself with know- 
ing what chance and good luck teach," returned Myndeit 
" There are men in Manhattan ever prying into their neigh- 
bors' <»edit, like frogs lying widi their noses out of watw ; but 
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it is eaougL for me to know tlie state of my books, witli some 
insight into that of the market." 

" It will not do. — Tliis inay a|i])ease a qniet conscience, hke 
your own. Sir ; hut we of the biigantine may not trifle with 
our misti'ess. One touch of the rattau will tell you whether 
these visits to the Water-Witch are likely to prove to your 
advaiit.ige." 

Myiidert wavered. It has bpen said, that, like most othei'S 
of Ilia oiigin in the colony, he hati a secret leaning to the art of 
divination: and the words of the hero of the shawl contMned 
a flatt«ring allusion to the profits of his secret commerce. He 
took the offered stick, and, by the time the page was turned, his 
eyes were ready enough to consult its contents. There was but 
a line, which was also quoted as coming from the well-known 
comedy of ' Measure for Measure.' 

In his eagerness Myndeit read the oracle aloud; then he 
sank into his seat, afliicting to laugh at the whole as a childish 
and vain coDceit. 

" ProcS.imatiou me no proclamations! Is it a time of 
hostilities, or of public danger, (liat one should go shouting with 
his tidings through the streets? Measure for measure, truly 1 
llarkco. Master Tiller, this sea-green trull of tliine is no better 
than she should be ; and unless she mend lier manner of deahng, 
no honest man will be fouud willing to he seen in her company. 
I am no believer in necromancy — though the inlet has certainly 
opened this year altogether in an unusual manner — and tliere- 
fore I put little faith in her words ; but as for saying aught of 
me 01' mine, in town or country, Holland or Ameiica, that can 
shake my credit, why I defy Ler! Still, I would not willingly 
have any idle stories to contradict; and I shall conclude by 
saying, you will do well to stop her mouth." 

" Stop a hurricane, or a tornado I Tiiitli will come in lier 
book, and be tjuit reads must ex^^ect to see it. — Captain Ludlow, 
you are master of your movements ag^u ; for tbe inlet is no 
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longer between you and your cruiser. Behind yon hillock is the 
boat and crew you missed. The latter expect you. And now, 
gentlemen, we leave llie rest to the green Jady's guidance, our 
own good skill, and the wintls ! I saiuto you." 

Tiie moment liis comivinions were on the shore, the hei'o of 
the shawl caused his boat to quit it; and in leas than five 
minutes it was seer =Klnging by its tackles at the stt;rn of the 
bi'iganlinc 
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ClIAriEE XVIL 



There was one curious though half-confounded observer of all 
that passed in and around the Cove, on the morning ia question. 
This personage was no other than the slave called Bonnie, who 
was the iactotum of bis master, over the demesnes of the Lust 
in Kust, diu-ing the time when the presence of the Alderman 
was required in the city; which was, in trutli, at least four fiftlis 
of the year. Responsibility and confidence had produced their 
effect on tliis negro, as on mora cultivatad minds. Ho had been 
used to act in situaljons of caro ; and practice had produced a 
habit of vigilance and oteervation, that was not common in 
men of his unfoilunate condition. There is no moral truth 
more certain, tlian that men, when once accustomed to this spe- 
cies of domination, as raadily submit their minds, as their bodies, 
to the control of others. Thus it is, that we see entire nations 
maintaining so many erroueoiis maxima, merely because it has 
suited the intei^ests of those who do the thinking, to give 
forth these fidlacies to their follower. Fortunately, however, for 
tlic improvement of the race and the advancement of truth, it 
. ia only necessary to give a man an op]M>rtHnity to exercise his 
natural faculties, in Order to make bim a reflecting, and, in 
Home degree, an independent being. Sucli, tiiough to a very 
limited extent certainly, had been the consec[uence, in tho 
instance of tlie slave just mentioned. 

How far Bonnie had been concerned in the proceedings 
between his master and tho mariners of the brigantiiie, it is 
unnecessary to say. Little passedat the villa, of which he vfaa 
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ignorant ; and as curiosity, once awakened, increases its own 
desire for indulgence, conld he La^e had his insli, liffle wculd 
havo passed any where near him, witliout his knowing sometlimg 
of its nature and imjjort. lie hid seen, ivhde seciwi iifiy 
enijiloyed with his hoe in the giidcii of the Alji rman, the tno 
eon\eyed by Erasnms across the inlet, had watched the 
manner in which tliey followed its mai^n to the shade of the 
oak, and had seen them entei the bugintine, as related Ihat 
this extraordinary liait on board a vessel which was m common 
shi'outled by So much mysteij, had gisen nse to mui,h and 
unusual reflection in the mind of the black, was apparent by the 
manner in which he so often paused in his labor, and stood 
leaning on the handle of his hoe. He had never known his 
master so far ovei'step his usual caution as to quit th.e dwelling, 
during the occasional lisits of the Free-trader ; yet he had now 
gone as it were into the very jaws of the lion, accompanied by 
the commander of a royal cruiser. No wonder, then, tliat the 
vi^lance of the negro became still more active, and that not 
even the slightest circumstance was suffered to escape his 
admiring eye. During the whole time consumed by the visit 
related in the preceding chapter, not a minute had been suffered 
to pass without an inquiring look in the 'direction, either of the 
brigantine or of the adjacent shore. 

It is scarcely necessary to say how keen flie attention of the 
elave became, when his master and his companions were seen 
to return to the land. They immediately ascended to the foot 
of the oak, where there was a long and apparently a serious 
conference between them. During this consultation, the negro 
never suffered his gaze, for an instant, to alter its direction. 
Indeed he scarcely di'ew breath, until the whole party quitted 
the spot together, and buried themselves in the thicket that 
covered the cape, taking the direction of its outer or northern 
extremity, instead of retiring by the shore of the Cove, towards 
tlie inlet. Then Bonnie respired heavily, and began to look 
about him at the other objects that properly belonged to the 
interest of the seena. 
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The brigantine had run up her boat, and she cow lay, 33 
when firet seen, a motionless, beautiful, and exquisitely graceful 
fabiic, without the smallest sign about hev of an intention to 
move, or indeed witJiout exliibiting any other proof, except in 
her ndniirable order and symmeliy, that any of humau powers 
dwelt within her hull. The royal ciuiser, though lai^er ;uid of 
far less aerial mould and feshion, presented the same pietui'e of 
repose. The distance between the two was about a league ; and 
lionnie was sufficiently faniiUar witi the formation of the hind 
and the position of the vessels, to be quite aware that this 
inacti\-ity on the part of those whose duty it was to protect the 
rights of the Queen, proceeded from their utter ignorance of 
the proximity of their neighbor. The thicket which bounded 
the Cove, and the growth of oaks and pines that stretched along 
the narrow sandy spit of land quite to its extremity, sufficiently 
accounted for the fact. The negro, therefore, after gazing for 
several minutes at the two immovable vessels, turned his eye 
askance on the earth, shook liis head, and buret into a laugh, 
which was so noisy that it caused his sable partner to tlinist 
her vacant and circular countenance through an open window 
of the sculleiy of the rilla, to demand the reason of a merriment 
that to her faithful feelings appeai'ed to be a Utile unsocial. 

"Ileyl you alway' keep 'e queer t'ing ta^heself, Bonnie, 
but!" died tlie vixen, "I'm weny glad to see old bones like a 
hoe ; an' I wonner" dcre ar' time to laugh, wid 'e garden full 
of weed !" 

" Grach !" exclaimed the negro, stretching out an ami in a 
forensic attitude ; " what a black woman know of politic ! If a 
hab time to talk, better cook a dinner. Tell one t'ing, Phyllis, 
and that be dis ; vy 'e ship of Cajitain Ludlow no lif 'e anchor, 
ail' come take dis rogue in 'o Cove ? can a tell dat much, or no ! 
—if no, let a man, who understan' heself, laugh much as he 
like. A little fun no harm Queen Anne nor kill 'e GubbenorP 

" All work and no sleep make old bone ache, B.onnio, but !" 
returned the consort "Ton o'clock — twelve o'clock— free 
a'clock, and no bed ; veil I see 'e sun afore a black fool put 'e 
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head on a pillow ! — An' now a hoe go all 'e same as if ho sleep 
a ton liour. Masser Myu'ert got a heart, and. he no wish to 
kill he people wiil work, or old Phyllis war' dead, fifty year, 
next winter." 

" I t'ink a wench's tongue nebber satisfy ! What foi' tell a 
whole world when Bonnie go to bed ! lie sleep for heself, and 
he no sleep for 'e neighboi'hood ! Dere ! A man can't t'ink 
of ebory t'ing in a minute. Uerea riblxin long enough to hang 
heself — take him and den romem'er, Phyllis, dat you he 'e wife 
of a man who hab care on he siioul'i;r," 

Bonnie then set up another laugh, in whieh his partner, 
having quitted her scnlleiy to seize the gift, which in, its colore 
resembled tlie skin of a garter-snake, did not fail to join through 
mere excess of animal delight. The effect of the gift, however, 
was to leave tlie negro to make his observations, without any 
fuither interruption fi'om one who was a Uttle too apt to disturb 
his solitude. 

A boat was now seen to pull out from among the bushes that 
lined Uie shore ; and Bonnie was enabled to distinguish, in its 
stem-sheets, the persons of his master, Ludlow, and the Pati'oon. 
lie had been acquainted with tlie seizure of tlie Coquette's 
barge the preceding night, and witli the confinement of the crew. 
Its appearance iu tliat place, therefore, occasioned no now sur- 
prise. But the time which passed while the men were rowing up 
to the sloop of war, was filled with minutes of increasing inte- 
rest The black abandoned his hoe, and took a position on the 
side of tlie mountiiin that gave liim a view of the whole bay. 
So long as the mysteries of the Lust in Rust had been confined 
to the ordinary combinations of a secret trade, hb liad been 
fully able to comprehend thoin ; but now that there apparently 
existed an alliance so nunatur.il as one between his master and 
the cruiser of the ciwvn, he felt the necessity of double obser- 
vi.iljon and of greater thought. 

A far more onligiitened mind than that of the slave might 
have been excited by the expectation, .and tlie objects which 
now presented themselves, especially if sufficiendy prepai'ed for 
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CTente, by a knowledge of the two vessels in sight. Thciigl) 
the nliiJ sljll Imiig at east, the clouil ahove the moiUn of the 
Karitan at length began to rise. Tlie broatl fleeces of iijiita 
Vapor, that liad lain the whole morning over the continent, wei'a 
r!ij)ii\ly iniiting ; and they formed already a dark and dense 
mass, tliat floated in tho bottom of the cstuaiy, threatening 
shortly to roU over tlio whole of its wide waters. Tlie air was 
getting lighter, and ^anable; and while the wash of the surf 
Bounded still more audible, its loll upon the beach was less 
regulai than m the eailicr horn's of the day. Such was tho 
state of the two elements, when the boat touched tho side of 
the ship In a minute it was hanging hy its tackles, liigh in 
the Hit , then it disappeared m the bo«om of the daik nan's. 

It far exceeded the mftlbgence of Bonnie to dftect now, any 
fnither signs of preparation in either of the two \essels which 
absorbed the whole of his attention They -»ppcaied to him to 
be alike without motion, and eqmlly without people There 
were, it is trae, a few s^weks in the ngg ng of the Cj:|uette, 
which might be seen but the Ji=nne0 pre\ented him fiv.m 
being sure of the fcict , and admitting them to lie seimen 
busied aloft, there weie noiiaibLcousequ''ncesof tlitirpre^nce, 
that his uniiistructed eye could trace. In a minute or two, even 
these scattered specks were seen no longer ; though the atten- 
tive black thought that tiie inast-heads and the rigging beneath 
the tops thickened, as if surrounded by more than their usual 
mazes of ropes. At that moment of suspense, the cloud over 
the Raritan emitted a fiash. Tliis seemed to be a signal fot llio 
cruiser ; for when the eye of Bonnie, which had been directed 
to the heavens, returned towards tlie ship, ho saw that she had 
opened and hoisted her three topsails, seemingly with as litlle 
exertion as an eagle would have spread his wings. The ship 
now became uneasy ; for the wind came in puffs, and the vcpael 
rolled lightlj-, as if stru™;liiig to extricate itself from the hold of 
its anchor ; and precisely at the mo!ni;nt when tlie shift of wind 
w.as felt, and the breeze came from the cloud in the west, the 
cfuiser whirled away from its constrained position, and appear 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



lug lot It short space restless as a steed that had broken from ite 
fastenings, it came np heavily to the wind, and lay balanced by 
the action of its sails. There ivas another minute or two 
of seeming inactiiity, after which the broad avn-faces of the toi>- 
sails were brought in parallel lines. Ono white sheet was 
spread after another npon the fabiic; and Bonnie saw that tlio 
Cof|uettc, the swiftest cruiser of the crown in those seas, was 
dashing out froja the land under a cloud of canvas. 

All this time the brigantine in the Cove lay quietly at her 
snebor. "When the wind shifted, the light hull swang with 
its euiTents, and the image of the sea-green lady was seen offer- 
ing her dark cheek to be fanned by the breeze. But she alone 
seemed to watch over the fortimes of her followers ; for no other 
eye could be seen looking out oa the <langer that began so 
seriously to threaten them, both from tlie heavens, and from a 
more certain and intelligible foe. 

As the wind was fresh, though tmsteady, the Coquette moved 
through the water with a velocity that did no discredit to her 
reputation for speed. At first it seemed to be tJie intention 
of the royal cruiser to round the cape, and gain an offing in tlie 
open sea, for her head was directed northwardly ; but no sooner 
had she cleared the cuno of tlie little bight which, fiwm its shape, 
is known by tlie name of the lloise Shoe, than she was seen 
shooting directly into the eye of the wind, and ftdling off with 
the graceful and easy motion of a ship in stays, her head look- 
ing towards the Lust in Rust. Her design on the notorious 
dealer in contraband was now too evident to admit of duubt. 

Still, tlie Water-Witch betrayed no symptoms of alarm. The 
mcinmg eye of the mage seemed to study the motions of her 
ad\crsary with all the understanOmg of an intelligent being , 
and occisiontUv the biigantme turned shghtlj inthevai3mg 
currents of the tu as if \olition diiected the mo\ement8 of the 
little fibre Ihese eliinp.es resembled the qu ck and slight 
mo\i-mentt, (f the hound is he lifts his head m his 1 tu to 
Istci tu stm dstaut bound ci to "iccnt s me las^ng taint 
in the tjale 
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Ill the meantime, the approach of the ship was bo swift as to 
cause the negi'O to shake his head with a meaning that exeiXNled 
even liis usually imijortant look. Everything was propitious to 
ber progress; and as the water of the Cove, during the periods 
that the inlet remained open, was known fo be of a sufficient 
depth to admit of her entrance, the faithful Bonnie began 
to anticipate a severe blow to the future fortunes of his master. 
The only hope that ho could perceive for the escape of the 
smii^ler, was in the changes of the heavens. 

Although the thi'eatening cloud had now quitted the mouth 
of the Raritan, and was rolling eastward with fearful velocity, it 
had not yet broken. The air had the unnatural and heated 
appearance which precedes a gust ; but, with the exception of a 
few lai^e drops, that fell seemingly from a clear sky, it was as 
yet what is called a dry squall. The waterof the bay was occa- 
sionally dark, angry, and green; and there were moments 
wh n t 11 a] p ar as if heavy currents of aiv descended to its 
s f t ly fo try their power on the sister element. 

N t tl tan I n these sinister omens, tlie Coquette stood on her 
CO rse tbout less ning tlio wide surfaces of her canvas by 
a su 1 n h Th y who governed her movements were no 
m f tl 1 > L it, nor of the mild waters of Uie ModiteiTa- 
n t tc th hair, and call on sfunts to stand between 
th 1 ]| le- d harm ; but mariners trained in a boiste- 

rous s,a, and accustomed to place their first dejwndence on their 
own good, manhood, aided by the vigilance and skill of a long 
and severely exerciied experience. A hundred eyes on board 
tliat cruiser watdied the advance of the rolling cloud, or looked 
upon the play of light and shade, that caused the color of the 
water to vary ; but it was steadily, and with an entire depen- 
dence on the discretion of the young ofiScer who controlled tho 
movements of the ship. 

Ludlow himself paced the deck with all his usna.1 com]iosnre, 
so far as might be seen by external signs ; though in reality his 
mind was agitated by feeling that were foreign to the duties of 
his station. He, too, had thrown occasional glances at the 
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approaching aqnall, but his eye was far oftener riveted on 
tlie motionless bi-igaiitine, whicli was now distinctly to l>e seen 
from llie di-ck of the Coqnette, still riding at her anchov. The 
ery of " u stranger in the Co\e !" whicii a few minutes before 
ciin)e out of one of the tops, caused no surprise in the com- 
mniider ; while the crew, wondering but obedient, began for 
the first time to pei'ceive the object of their strange manceuvres. 
Eien the officer next in authority to the captain had not pre- 
sumed to make any inquiry, thouTh now that the object of 
their search was so eridently in view, he felt emboldened t« 
presume on his rank, and to venture a remark. 

" It is a sweet craft I" said the staid lieutenant, yielding to an 
admiration natural to lits habits, "and one tiat might sen-e as 
a yacht for the Queen ! This is some trifler witti the revenue, 
or perhafis a buccaneer from the islands. The fellow shows no 
ensign !" 

" Give him notjce, sir, that he has to do with one who bears 
the royal commission," returned Ludlow, sjjeaking from habit, 
and lialf unconscious of what he said. " We must teach Oiese 
rovere to respect a pennant" 

The report of the cannon startled the absent man, and 
caused him to I'cmember the order. 

" Whs that gun shotted 3" he asked, in a tone that sounded 
like rebuke, 

" Shotted, but pointed wide, sir ; merely a broad hint. We 
are no dealcm in dumb show in the Coquette, Captain Lud- 
low." 

"I would not injure the vessel, even should it prove a bucca- 
neer. Be careful that nothing strikes her, without an order." 

"Aye, 'twit! be well to take tlie beanty alive. Sir; so pretty 
a boat should not be broken up, like an old hulk. ILi ! there 
goes his hunting, at last! He shows a white field — can the 
%llow be a Frenchman, after all 1" 

The lieutenant took a glass, and for a moment R])plied it to 
Lis eye with the usuid steadiuess. Tiien he suffered the instru- 
ment to fa]], and it would seem that he endeavored to recall the 
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different flags that he had seen dniing the esperionce of many 

"Tliis joVer shonld come from some tei'ra incognitn," lie 
said. " Here ia a woman in his fieUl, with an ugly coimtonance, 
too, unless the glass play mo false — as I live, the rogue has her 
counterpart for a figiu-e-head ! — -Will you look at the liiilies, 
Sir?" 

Ludlow took the glass, and it was not without cuiiosity Uiat 
he turned it towards tlie colors the hardy smuggler dared fo ex- 
hibit in pi-eseuee of a cruiser. The vessels were, by this lime, 
sufficiently near each other to euable him to distinguish tlie 
swarthy features and malign smile of the sea-green lady, whose 
form was wrought in the field of the ensign, with the same art 
as that which he had seen so often displayed in other parts of 
the bviganfine. Amazed at the daring of the fi'ee-trader, ha 
returned the glass, and continued to pace the deck in silence. 
Tliere stood near tJie two siiyakers an officer whoso head and 
foiin began to show the inlluenco of time, and who, from his 
|x>sition, had unavoidably been an auditor of what passed. 
Though the eye of fliis person, who was the sailing-master of 
tlie sloop, was rarely off the tlireatening cloud, except to glance 
along the wide show of canvas that was spread, he found a mo- 
ment to take a look at the stranger. 

" A half-rigged brig, with her fore-top-gnllant-mast fiddcd 
abaft, a double martingale, and a standing gaft," observed the 
methodical and technical mariner, as another would have re- 
counted the pecidiaritiea of complexion or of feature in some 
individual who was the subject of a peiBonal description. " Tiio 
rogue lias no need of showing his brazen-faced trull to be known ! 
I cliiied him, for six-and-thirty hours, in the chops of St. 
George's, no later than the last season ; and the fellow ran aljout 
us, hke a dolphin playing under a ship's fore-foot. We had him 
now on our wentlior bow, and now crossing our couise, and, 
once in a while in our wake, as if he had been a Mother Carey's 
chn,kcn 1 loking for our crumbs. He seems snug enough in that 
coce, to be sure, yet I'll wager the pay of any mouth in IJie 
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twel\e, that he gives us the slip. Captain Ludlow, die brigaD- 
tino under our Ipe here, in Spermaceti, h tho well-known Skirn- 
mp.T of the So-as !" 

" The Skimmer of the Seas !'' echoed twenty voices, in n man- 
ner to shoiv tlw interest created by the unexpccJed information, 

"I'll swear to hia characler before any Admiralty Judge in 
England or even in France, should there be occasion to go into 
an outlandish court — hut no need of an oath, when here is a 
wi'itton account I took, with my own hands, having the chaae 
in plain riew, at iioou-day." While speaking, the sailing-master 
()rew a tobacco-box from his pocket, and renio\-ing a coil of pig- 
tail, he came to a depceit of meraorandnms that vied with the 
weed itself in color. " Now, gentlemen," he continued, "yoa 
shall have her build, as justly as if the master-cai'penter had liud 
it down wit}i his rule. ' liemember to bring a muff of marten's 
fur from America, for Mrs. Trysail — buy it in London, and 
swear' — this is not the paper — I let your boy, Mr. Luff, stow 
away the last entry of tobacco for me, and the young dog has 
disturbed every document I own. This is the way tlie govern- 
ment accounts get jammed, when Parliament wants to overhaul 
them. But I suppi>se young blood will have its I'un ! I let a 
monkey into a church of a Saturday night myself, when a young- 
ster, and he made such stowage of the prayer-books that the 
whole parish was by the ears for six months ; and there is one 
quarrel between two old ladies that has not been made up to 
this hour.— Ah! here we have it : — 'Skimmer of the Seas. — 
Full-rigged forward, with fore-and-aft mainsail abaft; agafl-top- 
Bail ; taut in his spars, with light top-hamper ; neat in his gear, 
as any beauty — Carries a ling-tail in light ■weather; main-boom 
like :i fi'igate'i-topsni 1-yard, with a raain-top-mast-stay-sail as big 
as a jib. Low in the water, with a woman tigure-head ; carriea 
eail more like a devil than a human being, and lies within four 
and a half points, ■when jammed up hard on a wind.' Here are 
marks by which one of Queen Anne's maids of honor might 
know the rogue ; and there you see them all, as plainly as hu- 
man nature can show tbem in a ship I" 
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" The Skimmer of the Seas !" repeated the young officers, 
who haJ crowded acoiuid tlie veteran tar, U> liear this charao- 
teristie description of the cotorioiis fi'ee-tvader. 

" Sltimmer or flyer, we have liim now, dead under our lee, 
witli a sandy Iwach on throe of his sides, and tlie wiud in hia 
eye !" cried the first-iieuteuant. " Vou sliall hai'o an ojiportu- 
iiity. Master Trysail, of correcting j our account hy actual mea- 
lurement" 

TJie sailing-master shook his head, like one who doubted, and 
again turned his eye on the approaching cloud. 

The Coquette, by this time, had i-un so far as to have tho 
entrance of the Cove open ; and she was separated from hsr 
object only by a distance of a few caWes'-length. In obedience 
to an order given hy Ludlow, all the light canvas of the ship 
was taken in, and tlie vessel was left under her three topsails 
and jib. There remained, however, a question as to the chan- 
nel ; for it was not usual for shi^js of the Coquette's draught to 
be seen iu that quai'ter of the bay, and the threatening state 
of the weather rendered caution doubly necessary. The pilot 
shrank from a responsibility which did not properly belong to 
his ofSce, since the ordinary nangatjon had no concern with that 
secluded place ; and even Ludlow, stimulated as he was hy so 
many powerful motives, hesitated to incur a risk which gi'eatly 
exceeded his duty. There was something so remarkable in the 
apparent security of the smuggler, tliat it naturally led to the 
belief he was certain of being protected by some known obstacle, 
and it was decided to sound before the ship was hazarded. An 
offer to cany the free-trader with the boats, though plausible in 
itself, and perhaps the wisest course of all, was rejected hy the 
commander, on an evasive plea of its being of uncertain issue, 
though, in truth, becaiKe he felt an interest in one whom he 
believed the brigantine to contain, which entirely forbade the 
idea of making the vessel the scene of so violent a stniggle. A 
yawl was therefore lowered into the water, tlie main-top-sail of 
the ship was throivn to the mast ; and Ludlow hinisel!', aceom- 
Ofuiied by the pilot and the master, proceeded to ascertain the 
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best iipproach to tlie snmngler. A flash of liglitning, witli ono 
of tlioae thunder-claps that are ivont to be more ti;rL'ific on this 
continent than in the other hemisphere, wained the young mari- 
ner of the necessity of haste, if he would regain his ship before 
the cloud, which still threatened them, should I'each the spol 
where she lay. The boiit pulled biTskly into the Cove, both the 
master and the pilot sounding on each side, as fast as the leads 
could be cast from their hands and recovered. 

" This will do," said Ludlow, when tiiey had ascertained thai 
they could enter. " I would lay the ship as close as possible to 
the brigantine, for I distrust her quiet. We will go nearer." 

"A brazen witch, and one whose saucy eye and pert figure 
might lead any honest mariner into contraband, or even into a 
sea-robbery !" half-whispered Trys^l, perhaps afraid to trust his 
Toice within hearing of a creature that seemed ahiiost endowed 
with the faculties of life. " Aye, this is the hussy ! I know her 
by the boolt, and her gi'een jacket 1 But where are her pco])Ie ! 
The vessel is as quiet as the royal vault on a coronation day, 
when the last king and those who went before him commonly 
have the place to themselves. Here would be a pretty occasion 
to throw a boat's crew on her decks, and haul down yon impu- 
dent ensign, which bears the hkeness of this wicked lady bo 
bravely in the iur, if " 

" If what V asked Ludlow, struck with the plausible character 
of the proposal. 

" Why, if one were sure of the nature of such a minx, Sir; 
for to own the truth, I would rather deal with a regularly-huilt 
Fi'enchman, who showed his guns honestly, and kept such a 
jabbering aboard that one might tell his bearings in the dar^. 
— The creature spoke !" 

Ludlow did not reply, for a heavy crash of thunder succeeded 
the vivid glow of a flash of lightning, and glared so suddenly 
across the swarthy hneaments as to draw the involuntary 
exclamation from Trysail. The intimation that came from the 
cloud was not to be disregarded. The wind, which had so long 
varied, began to be heard in the ri^ng of the silent brigantdne : 
10 
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and the two eleiaenta exhibited unequivocal evidence, in their 
menacing and fitful colors, of the near approach of the gust. 
The young sailor, with .in absorbing interest, turned hia ejes 
on his ship. The yai'As were on the caps, the bellying canv.TS 
was fluttering far to leewavd, and twenty or thirty human 
forms on each apar, showed Uiat the nimble-fingered t«pmcn 
were gathering in and knotting the sails down to a close reef. 

" Give way, men, for your lives !" cried the excited Ludlow. 

A single dash of the oars was heard, and the yawl was 
already twenty feet ffom the mysterious image. Then followed 
a deaperat« stiuggle to regain the cruiser, ere the gust should 
strike her. The sullen murmur of the wind, rushing through 
the rigging of the ship, was audible some time before tliey 
reached her side ; and the struggles between the fabric and the 
elements were at moments so violent, as to cause the young 
commander to fear he would be too late. 

The foot of Ludlow touched the deck of the Co(|uette at the 
instant the weight of tlie squall fell upon her sails. He no 
longer thoughtof any interest but that of the moment ; with all 
the feelings of a seaman, his mind was now full of his ship. 

" Let run everything !" shouted the ready officer, in a voice 
that made itself heard above the roar of the wind. " Clue 
down, and hand! Away aloft, yon top men ! — lay out! — furl 

These orders were ^ven in rapid succession, and without a 
trumpet for the young man could, at need, speak loud as the 
tempest. They were succeeded by one of those esdting and 
feai-ful minutes that are so famihar to maiiners. Each man was 
intent on his duty, while the elements worked their will around 
him, as madly as if the hand by which they are ordinarily 
rcstr^Dcd was for ever removed. The bay was a sheet of foam, 
while the rushing of the gust resembled the dull rumbling of a 
thousand chariots. The ship yielded to the pressure, until the 
water was seen gushing through her lee-scuppers, and her tall 
line of masts inclined towards tie plane of the bay, as if the 
ends of the yards were about to dip into the water. But thif 
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was no more than the first Bubinissioii to the shock. The ivell- 
moulded fabric recovered its balance, and struggled fJirough its 
element, as if conscious that there was security only in motion. 
Ludlow glanced his eye to leeward. The opening of the Cove 
was favorably situated, and he caught a glimpse of the spars of 
the brigantine, rocking violently in the squall He spoke to 
demand if the anchors were clear ; then he was heajd, shouting 
again from his station in the weather gangway — 

" Hard a-weather ! — " 

The first efforts of the cruiser to obey her hehn, stripped as 
she was of canvas, were labored and slow. But when her head 
began t« fall ofi^ the driving scud was seai'ce swifter than her 
motion. At that moment, the sluices of the cloud opened, and 
a torrent of r^n mingled in the uproar, and added to the con- 
fusion. Nothing was now visible but the hues of the Ming 
water, and the sheet of white foam through which the ship was 
glancing. 

" Here is the land. Sir !" bellowed Tiysail, from a cat-head, 
where he stood resembling some venerable sea-god, dripping with 
his native element. " We are passing it, like a race-hoi'se !" 

" See your bowers cleai' !'' shouted back the captain. 

" Eeady, Sir, ready—" 

Ludlow motioned to the men at the wheel to bring the sb'p 
to the wind ; and when her way was sufficiently deadened, two 
ponderous anchors dropped, at another signal, into the water. 
The vast fabric was not checked without a further and tremen- 
dous struggle. When the bows felt the restraint, the ship 
swung head to wind, and fathom after fathom of the enormous 
ropes was extracted, by sui'ges so violent as to cause the hnll 
to quiver to its centre. But the I rst^lieutenant and Tiysail were 
no novices in their duty, and in less than a minute they had 
secured the vessel steadily at her anchors. When this impor- 
t^mt service was performed, officers and crew stood looking at 
each other, like men who had just made a hazardous and fear- 
fiil experiment. The view again opened, and objects on the 
laud l«came visible through the still faUing rain. The change 
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waa like that fiom night to day. Men who had passed theii 
hves on the sea drew long and relieving breaths, conscious thai 
the danger was happily passed. As the more pressing intei'est 
of their own situation abated, they remembered the object of 
tlieir search. All eyes were turned in quest of tlie smnggler ; 
but, by some inexplicable means, he had disappeared. 

" The Skimmer of the Seas !" and " What has become of the 
briganldne ?" were exclamations that the discipline of a royal 
cruiser could not repress. They were repeated by a hundred, 
mouths, while twice as many eyes sought to find the beautiful 
fabric All looked in vain. The spot where the Water- Witch 
had BO lately lain was vacant, and no vestige of her wreck lined 
the shores of the Cove. During the time the ship was handing 
her sails, and preparing to enter tlie Cove, no one had leisure to 
look for the stranger ; and after the vessel had anchored, until 
that moment, it was not possible to see her length on any side 
of them Ihere «is still ■» dense mass of talln^ water moving 
seaward but the tuious and antous eyes of Ludlow made 
fruitless efforts to penetnt ita secrets Onte ii detd more than 
an iiour after the gust had ri,aLhed h a on i ^hij md when tbe 
ocean m the offing was clear and calm h( thou ht he could 
distjuguisb (ar to «eaward the delicate tracery of a Teasel's 
Bp-ws, diawn against the honzon without iny c-invas set. But 
a seond look did not assure 1 im ot the truth ot the conjecture. 

Theie were many extraordinary tales related that night, on 
board Her Britannic Majesty's ship Coquette. The boatswain 
affirmed that, while piping below in order to overhaul the 
cables he had heard a screaming in the air, that sounded an if 
a hundred devils were mocking him, and which he told the 
gunner, in confidence, he hehi ved was no more than the wind- 
ing of a call on board the brigantine, who had taken occasion, 
when other vessels were glad to anchor, to get under way, in 
her own fashion. TJiere was also a fore-top-man named Robert 
Yam, a feliow whose faculty for story-telling equalled that of 
Scheherazade, and who not only asserted, but who confirmed the 
declaration by many strange oaths, that while he lay on the 
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lee-lbre-f op-sail-yard-arm, stretching forth an arm to grasp the 
leccli of the sail, a dark-looking female fluttered over his head, 
and caused her long hair to whisk into his face, in a manner 
that compelled him fo shut hia eyes, which gave occasion to a 
smart reprimand from the reefer of the fop. There was a feeble 
attempt to explain this assault, by the man who lay next t^i 
Yam, who affected to think the hair was no more than the end 
of a gasket whipping in the wind ; but his shipmate, who had 
pulled one of the oars of the yawl, soon silenced this explana- 
tion, by the virtue of hia long-established reputation for veracity. 
Even Trysail ventured several mysterious conjectures concerning 
the fete of tlie brigantine, in the gun-room ; but, on returning 
from the duty of sounding the itdet, whither he had been sent 
by his captain, he was less communicative and more thoughtful 
than usual. It appepred, indeed, fiom the surprise that was 
manifested by every officer that heard the report of the quarler- 
miistei', who had given the casts of the lead on this service, that 
no one in the ship, with the exception of Alderman Van Beve- 
rout, was at all aware that there was rather more than two 
fathoms of water in that b< 
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CHAPTER XVIU. 



Tub succeeding dij wis one in whch tl fh had a 

fixtd cliwacfiT rile wind wis e-ist, ai d tl h 1 ht t 
fluctuatiig Tho ail hid that thick d 1 y j.^ ce 

which jrfpeily btiloiigs tj the Autumn n tl In f but 
which is sometimes seen at midsumnier, wh adyw lUwa 
from the ocean. The roll of the surf on h h was en-ula 
and monotonous, and the currents of the t dy as 

to remove every apprehension of a cha Th m t to 

which the action of the tale k transferr 1 <is tl Ii 

hours of the afternoon. 

At that lime the Coquette lay again t h an 1 ru j t 
within the shelter of the cape. There we a f n 11 L to 
be seen passing up the bay ; but the seen tr, w comm n t 
that distant day, presented little of the ( ty f ur wn 
times. I'hc windows of the Lust in Rust n p ad 

the movement of the slaves in and about th II d 

the presence of its master. 

The Alderman was in truth, at the hour named, pacing the 
little lawn in front of la Cour des F^es, accompanied by Olotl' 
Van Staafa and the commander of the cruiser. It was evident, 
by the frequent glances which the latter threw in the direction 
of the pavilion, that he still thought of her who was absent; 
while the feculties of the two others were either in better sub- 
jection, or less stimulated by anxiety. One who understood 
the character of the individnaj, and who was acquainted with 
the past, might have suspected, by this indifference on the pail 
at the Patroon, placed as it was in such a singular conti^t to a 
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8orl of mysterious animation whicli enlivened a countenance 
whose ordinary expression was placid content, that the young 
suitor thought less than formerly of die assets of old Etienno, 
nod moie of the secret pleasure he found in the singular incidents 
of which he had heen a witness, 

"Propriety and discretion!" observed the burgher, in reply 
lo a remark of one of the young men — " I say again, for the 
twentieth time, that we shall have Alida Barbaric back among 
us as handsome, as innocent, aye, and as rich as e^er ! — perhaps 
I should also say, as wilful. A baggage, to worry her old unele, 
and two honorable suitors, in so thoughtless a maTiner. Circum- 
stances, gentlemen," continued the wary merchant, who saw 
that the value of the hand of which he had to dispose, was 
somewhat reduced in the market, "have placed you on a foot- 
ing in my esteem. Should my niece, after all, prefer Captain 
Ludlow for a pai'tuer, in her worldly affiurs, why it should not 
weaken friendsliip between the son of old Stephanus Van Staats 
and Myndert Van Beverout. Our grandmothers were cousins, 
and there should he chaiilies in the same blood." 

" I could not wish to press my suit," returned the Patroon, 
■' when the lady has given so direct a hint that it is disa- 



" Hint me no hints ! Do you call this caprice of a moment, 
Ihis trilling, as the captain here would call it, with the winds 
and tides, a hint ! The girl has Norman blood in her veins, 
and she wishes to put animation into the courtship. If bar- 
g£uns were to be interrupted by a little cheapening of the buyer, 
and some affectation of waiting for a better market in the seller. 
Her Majesty might as well order her custom-houses to be closed 
at once, and look to other sources for revenne. Let the giri'a 
fancy have its swing, and the profits of a year's peltry against 
thy rent-roll, we shall see her penitent for her folly, and willing 
to hear reason. My sister's daughter is no witch to go joumeT- 
inc for ever about the world on a broomstick !" 

" There is a tradition in our family," said <)\oS Van Staats, 
his eye lighting with a mysterious excitement, while he 
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flffeeted to laugh at the folly he uttered, " that the great Pough- 
keepsio fortune-t«l]er foretold in the presence of my grand- 
mother, Uiat a Patroon of Kinderliook should intermaiTy with a 
witch. So should I see la Belle in the position you name, 
it would not greatly alarm me." 

" The prophecy was fulfilled at the wedding of tby father !" 
muttered Myndert, who, notwithstanding the outward levity 
with which he treated tlie subject, was not entirely free from 
secret reverence for the provincial soothsayers, some of whom 
continued in high repute, even to tlie close of the last century, 
" His son would not else have been so clever a youth ! But 
liere is Captain Ludlow looking at the ocean as if he expected 
to see my niece rise outof the water in the shajie of a mermaid." 

The commander of the Coquette pointed to the object which 
attracted his gaze, and which, appearing as it did at that 
moment, was certainly not of a nature to lessen the feith of 
either of his companions in supernatural agencies. 

It has been said tliat the wind was dry and the air misty, 
or rather so pregnant witli a thin haze, as to give it the appear 
auce of a dull, smoky light. In such a state of the weather, the 
eye, more especially of one placed on an elevation, is unable 
to distinguish what is termed the visible horizon at sea. The 
two elements become so blended, that our organs cannot 
tell where the water ends, or where the void of the heavens 
commences. It is a consequence of this indistinctness that 
any object seen beyond the apparent boundary of water, has the 
appearance of floating in the air. It is rare for the organs of a 
landsman to penetrate beyond the apparent hmits of the sea, 
when the atmosphere exhibits this peculiarity, though the prac- 
tised eye of a mariner often detects vessels which are hid from 
others, merely because they are not sought in the proper place. 
The deception may also be aided by a shgbt degree of 
refraction. 

•' Here," s:ud Ludlow, pointing in a line that would have 
struck the water some two or three leagues in the offing. 
" First bring the chimney of yonder low building on the pLiin 
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in a, range with the dead oak on the shore, aud then raise your 
eyes slowly, till they strike a sail." 

" That ship h navigating the heavens !" exclaimed Myndert, 
" Thy grandmother was a sensible woman, Patroon ; she was a 
cousin of my pious progenitor, and there is no knowing what two 
clever old ladies in their time may have heard and seen, when 
such sights as this are beheld in our own !" 

" I am as little disposed as another to put faith in incredible 
(Lings," gravely returned Oiofi' Van Staats ; " and yet, if 
required to give my testimony, I should he reluctant to say that 
yonder vessel is not floating in tlie heavens !" 

" You might not ^ve it to that effect in safety," said Ludlow. 
" It is no other than a half-rigged brigantine on a taut bowhno, 
though she bears no great show of canvas. Mr. Van. Beverout, 
Her Majesty's cruiser is about to put to sea," 

Myndert heard this declaration in visible dissatisfaction. He 
Bpoke of the virtue of patience, and of the comforts of the sohd 
ground; but when he found the intention of the Queen's 
servant was not to be shaken, he reluctantly professed an inten- 
tion of repeating the personal experiment of the preceding day 
Accordingly, within half an hour the whole party were on 
the hanks of the Shrewsbury, and about to embark in the barg 
of the Coquette. 

"Adieu, Monsieur Frangois," said the aid eiman, nodding his 
head to the ancient valet, who stood with a disconsolate air on 
the shore. " Have a care of the movables in la Cour des FSes ; 
we have further use for them." 

" Mais, Monsieur Beevre, mon devoir et ma foi, suppose la mer 
was plus agr^able, mon dSsir shall be to suivre Mam'seile Alida. 
Jamais personne de la famille Barberie love de sea ; mais. Mon- 
sieur, comment Giirel I shall die sur la mer de douleur ; and 
I shall' die d'ennui, to rester ici bien siir !" 

" Come then, faitliful Francois," said Ludlow. " You shall 
follow your young mistress ; and perha[>s on further triid you 
may be disposed to think the h\'es of us seamen more tolerable 
than you had heheved." 

10* 
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After an eloquent expression of countenance, in which the 
Beeretly amused, though grave looking boat's crew, thought the 
old iiMin was about to give a specimen of his powers of anticipa- 
tion, the affectionate domestic entered the baige. Ludlow felt 
for liis distress, and encouraged him by a look of approbation. 
The language of kindness does not always need a tongue ; and 
the conscience of the valet smote him with the idea that 
he might have expressed himself too strongly eoncemiog a pro- 
fession to which the other had devoted hfe and hopes. 

"Lamer, Monsieur le Capitaine," he said, with an acknow- 
ledging reverence, " est un vaste thfeatre de la gloire. Voil^ 
Messieurs de Tourville et Dougay Ti'ouin ; ce sont des hommes 
vraiment remai'quables ! mais, Monsieur, q^uant d tout la famille 
de Bai'berie, we have toujoura un sentiment plus favorable pour 
la ten'e,'' 

" I wish your whimsical jade of a mistress, Master Francois, 
had found tbe same sentiment," drily observed Myndert : " for 
let me tell you, this cruising about in a suspicious vessel is 
as little creditable to her judgment as — cheer up, Patroon ; the 
girl is only putting thy metal to the trial, and the sea air will 
do no damage to her complexion or her pocket A httle predi- 
ection for salt water must rwse the girl in your estimation. Cap- 
tain Ludlow ?" 

" K the predilection goes no further than the element, Sir," 
was tie caustic answer. "But, deluded or not, erring or 
deceived, AUda Barbaric is not to be deserted, the victim of a 
villain's arts. I did love your niece, Mr. Van Beverout, and — 
pull with a will, men ; fellows, avo you sleeping on the oai*?" 

The sudden manner in which the young man interrupted 
himself, and the depth of tone in which he spoke to the boat's- 
crew, put an end to the discourse. It was appai'ent that he wish- 
ed to say no more, and that he even regretted the weakness 
which had induced him to say so much. The remainder of the 
distance between the shore and the ship was passed in silence. 

When Queen Anne's cruiser was seen doubling Sandy-Hook, 
past meridian on the 6th June (sea-time) in the year 17 — , the 
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wind, as stated in an ancient journal, which was kopt hy one of 
the midshipmen, and is still in existence, was light, steady at 
aouth and by west-half-west. It appears, by the same docu- 
ment, that the vessel took her departure at seven o'clock, P. M., 
tbe point of Sandy-Hook bearing weat-half-south, distant tJiree 
leagues. On the same page which contains these particulai's, it 
ia obseiTed, under the head of remarks — " Ship under starboard 
steering sails, forward and aft, making six knote. A suspicious 
half-ri^ed biigantine jying-to in the eastern board, under her 
mainsail, with fore-topsail to the mast ; light and lofty sails and 
jib loMe ; foresdl in the brails. Her starboard steering sal- 
booms appear to be ri^;ed out, and the gear rove, ready for 
a run. This vessel ia supposed to be the celebrated hermaphro- 
dite "Water- Witch, commanded by the notorious ' Skimmer of 
the Seas,' and the same fellow who gave «s so queer a slip yes- 
terday. The Lord send us a cap-full of wind, and well try his 
heels, before morning ! — Passengers, Alderman Van Beverout, of 
the second ward of the City of New York, in Her Majesty's pro- 
vince of the same name ; Oloff Van Staats, Esq., commonly called 
the Patroon of Kinderhook, of the same colony ; and a qualmish- 
lookingoldehap, in a sort of marine's jacket, who answers when 
hailed as Frands. A rum set taken altogether, though they seem 
to suit the Captain's fancy, Mem. — Each lipper of a wave works 
like tartar emetic on the lad in marine geai'." 

As no description of ours can give a more graphic account of 
the position of the two vessels in question, at the time named, 
than that which is contained in the foregoing extract, we shall take 
up the narrative at that moment, which the reader will see must, 
in the 40th degree of latitude, and in the month of June, have 
been shortly after the close of the day. 

The young votary of Neptune, whose opinions have just 
been quoted, had indeed presumed on his knowledge of the 
localities, in affirming the distance and position of the cape, 
since the low sandy point was no longer visible from the deck. 
The SUE had set, as seen &om the vessel, precisely in the mouth 
of the Karitan ; and the shadows from Navesink, or Neverank 
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SB the hills are vulgarly called, were thrown far iipon the sea. 
In short, the night .was gatliering round the mariners, with 
every appeavanco of settled and mild weather, but of a darkness 
deeper than is common on the ocean. Undei- such circnmstan- 
ces, the great ohject was to keep on the track of tho chase, 
during the time when she must necessai'ily be hid from their 
BJghL 

Ludlow walked into the lee-gangway of his ship, and, leaning 
with his elbow on the empty hammock-cloths, he gazed long 
in silence at the object of his pursuit. The Wat«v- Witch was 
lying in the qiiarter of the horizon moat favorable to being seen. 
The twilight, which still fell out of the heavens, was without 
glare in that direction ; and for the first time that day, he saw 
her in her true proportions. The admiration of a seaman 
was blended with the other sensations of the yonng man. The 
brigantine lay in the position that exhibited her exquisitely 
moulded hull and rakish rig to the most advantage. The head, 
having come to the wind, was turned towai'ds her pursuer ; and 
as the bows rose on some swell that was heavier than common, 
Ludlow saw or fancied he saw, the mysterious imt^ slill perch- 
ed on lier cutwater, holding the book to the curious, and ever 
pointing with its finger across the waste of water. A move- 
ment of the hammock-cloths caused the young sailor to bend 
his head aside, and he then saw that the master had drawn as 
near his pei-son as discipline would waiTant. Ludlow had 
a great respect for the professional attainments that his inferior 
unqnesljonably possessed ; and he was not without some con- 
aderation for the chances of a fortune, which had not done much 
to reward the privations and the services of a seaman old 
enough to be his father. The recollection of these facts always 
disposed him t« be indulgent to a man who bad little beyond 
his seaman-like character and long experience to recommend him. 

"We are likely to have a thick night. Master Trysail," asud 
tho yonng captain, without deeming it necessary to change his 
look, " and we may yet be brought on a bowline, before yonder 
msolent i! 
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The master smiled, like one who knew more than he espi'ess- 
ed, and gi'avely shook his head. 

""We may have many pnlls on our bowlines, and some 
Bqnaring of yards, too, before the Coquette (the figure-head of 
tlie sloop-of-wai' was also a temale) gets near enough to the 
dark faced woman, under the bowsprit of the brigantine, fa 
whisper her mind. You and I have been nigh enough to see 
the white of her eyes, and to count the teeth she shows, in 
that cunning grin of hers, — and what good has come of our 
visit? I am but a subordinate, Captain Ludlow, and I know 
my duty too well not to be silentin a squall, and I hope too well 
not to know how to speak when my commander wishes the 
opinions of his officers at a covmcil; and therefore mine, just 
now, is perhaps different from that of some others in this ship, 
that I will not name, who are good men, too, though none of 
the oldest." 

" And what is thy opinion. Trysail ? — the ship is doing well, 
and she caiiies- her canvas bravely.'' 

" The ship behaves like a well-bred young woman in the 
presence of the Queen ; modest, but stately, — but of what use 
is canvas, in a chase where witehcraft breeds squalls and short- 
ens sail in one vessel, while it gives ilying kites to anothei ! If 
Her Majesty, God bless her ! should be ever persuaded to do so 
silly a thing as to give old Tom Trysail a ship, and the said ship 
lay, just here-a-way, whore the Coquette is now getting along so 
cleverly, why then as in duty bound, I know very well what her 
commander would do " 

" WLich would be r 

" To, in all studding-sails, and bnng the vessel on the wind.'" 

"That would be to carry you to the southward, while tlie 
chase lies here Jn the eastern board !" 

"Who can say how long she mil he there! Tliey told iis, 
in York, that there was a Frenchman, of our burden and metal, 
rummaging about among the iisheraien, lower down on the 
coast. Now, Sir, no man knows that the war is half over bet- 
ter than myself, for not a ha'penny of prize-money has warmed 
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my pocket these tliree years ; — but, as I was faying, if a Frencli- 
man mil come off his ground, and will run his ship into trou- 
bled water, why— whose f^ult is it but his own! — A pretty 
affair might be made out of stich a mistake, Captain Ludlow ; 
whereas running after yonder hrigantine is flapping out tho 
Queen's canvas for nothing. The vessel's bottom will want new 
Bheathing in my opinion, before you catch him." 

" I know not, Trysail," returned his captmn, glandag aa eyi) 
aloft ; " everything draws, and the ship never went along with 
less trouble to herself. We shall not know which has the 
longest legs, till the trial is made." 

" You may judge of the rogao's speed by his impudence. 
There he lies, waiting for «s, like a line-of-battle ship lying-to 
for an enemy to come down. Though a man of some experience 
in my way, I have never seen a lord's son more sure of promo- 
tion than that same brigantane seems to be of his heels ! — If this 
old Frenchman goes on with his faces much longer, he will turn 
himself inside-out, and then we shall get an honest look at hini, 
for these fellows never cany their true characters above-board, 
hke a tair-deaiing Enghshnian, — "Well, Sir, as I was remarking, 
yon rover, if rover he be, has more f^th in his canvas than in 
the church. I make no doubt, Captain Ludlow, that the hrigan- 
tine went through tho inlet while we were handing our topsails 
yesterday ; for I am none of those who are in a hurry to give 
credit to any wiU-o'-the-wisp tale ; besides which, I sounded tho 
passage with my own hands, and know the thing to be possible, 
with the wind blowing heavy over the taffrail ; still. Sir, human 
nature is human nature, and what is the oldest seaman, after all, 
but a man 3 — And so to conclude, I would rather any day chase 
a Frenchman, whose disposition is known to me, than have the 
credit of making traverses, for eight-and-forty houre, in the wake 
of one of these flyera, with little hope of getting hira within 
hail." 

" You forget, Master Trysail, that I have been aboard the 
chase, and know something of his build and character." 

" Tliey say as much aboard here," returned the old tar, draw- 
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ing nearer to the pei'son of his captain, under an irnpuise of 
strong curiosity ; " thougli none presume to be acquainted with 
the particulars. I am not one of those who ask impertinent 
questions, more especially under Her Majesty's pennant ; for 
the worst enemy I have will not say I am very womanish. One 
would think, however, that there was neat work on board n 
craft tliat is so prettily moulded about her water-lines !" 

" She is perfect as to construction, and admirable in gear." 

" I thought as much, by instinct ! Her commander need not, 
however, be any the more sure of keeping her off the rocks, on 
that account. The prettiest young woman iu our parish was 
wrecked, as one might say, on the shoals of her own good looks, 
having cruised once too oft>;n in the company of the squire's son. 
A comely wench she was, though she luffed athwart all her old 
companions, when the young lord of the manor fell into her 
wake. Well, she did bravely enough. Sir, as long as she could 
carry her flying kit*s, and make a fair wind of it ; but when the 
Bquall of which I spoke, overtook her, what could she do but 
keep away before it t — and as others who are snugger in their 
morals hove-to as it were, under the storm-saits of rehgion and 
such matters as they had picked up in the catechism, she drifted 
to leeward of all honest society I A neatly-built and-clean heeled 
hussy was that girl ; and I am not cert^n, by any means, that 
Mrs. Trysail would this day call herself the lady of a Queen's 
officer, had the other known how to carry sail in the company 
of her betters." 

The worthy mastei Irew a long breath, which possibly was a 
nautical sigh, but which certamlj had more of the north wind 
than of the zephyr m its breithmg and he had recourse to the 
litUe box of iron, whence he usually drew consolation. 

" I have heard of this accident before," returned Ludlow, who 
had smled as a midshipman in the same vessel with, and indeed 
asasubordinate to, his present inferior. "But, from all accountsj 
you have little reason to regret the change, as I Iieai' the best 
character of your present worthy partner." 

"No doubt, Sir, no doubt. — I defy any rr.ao 'n the ship to 
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say that I am a backbiter, even against my wife, wth whom I 
have a sort of lawful right to deal eaiididly. I make no com- 
plaints, and am a happy man at sea, and I piously hope Mrs. 
Trysail knows how to submit to her d\ity at home.— I suppose 
you see, Sir, that the chase has hauled his yards, and is getting 
his fore-taet aboard ?" Ludlow, whose eye did not often turn 
from the brigantine, nodded assent; and the master, having 
satisfied himself, by actual inspection, that every sail in tho 
Coquette did its duty, continued — "The night is coming on 
thick, and we shall have occasion for all our eyes to keep the 
rogue in view, when he begins to change his bearings — but, as 
I was saying, if the commander of yonder halfrig is too vain 
of her good looks, he may yet wreck her, in his pride ! The 
rogue has a desperat* character as a smuggler, tliough, for my 
own part, I cannot say that I look on such men with as 
unfavorable an eye as some othere. This business of trade seems 
to be a sort of chase between one min's wits and another man's 
wits, and the dullest goer must be content to fall to leeward. 
When it comes to be a question of reienue, why, he who goes 
fi'ee is lucky, and he who is caught, a prize. I have known a 
flag officer look the other way. Captain Ludlow, when his own 
effects were passing duty fiee , and ■!« tJ> your admiral's lady, 
she is a gi'eat patroness of the contraband. I do not deny, Sir, 
that a smuggler must be caught, and when caught, condemned, 
after which there must be a fair distribution among the captors ; 
but all that I mean to say is, that there are worse men in the 
world than your British smuggler — such, for instanci, as your 
Frenchman, your Dutchman, or your Don." 

" These are heterodox opinions for a Queen's servant," said 
Ludlow, as much inclined to smile as to frown. 

" I hope I know my duty too well to preach them to the ship's 
company, but a man may say that, in a philosophical way, before 
his captiun, that he would not let v\m into a midshipman's ear. 
Though no lawyer, I know what is meant by swearing a \vitnesa 
to the truth and nothing but the tnith. 1 wish the Queen got 
Oie last, God bless her ! several worn-out ships would tlien bo 
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brolveB np, aiid better vessels sent to sea in their places. But, 
Sir, speaking in a religious point of view, what is the difference 
between passing in a tnink of finery, with a duchess's name on 
the hrass plate, or in passing in gin enough to fill a cutter's 
hold V 

" One would think a man of your years, Mr. Tcyaail, would 
Bee tlic difference between robbing the revenue of a guinea, and 
robbing it of a thousand pounds." 

" Which is just the difference between retail and wholesale,— 
and that is no trifle, I admit, Captain Ludlow, in a commercial 
country, especially in genteel life. Still, Sir, revenue is the 
country's right, and therefore I allow a smuggler to he a bad 
man, only not so bad as these I have just named, particularly 
your Dutchman ! The Queen is right to make those rogues 
lower tlieir flags to her in the narrow seas, which are her lawful 
property ; because England, being a wealthy island, and Holland 
no more than a bit of bog turned up to dry, it is reasonable that 
we should have the command afloat. No, sir, though none of 
your outcriers against a man because he has had bad luck in a 
chase with a revenue cutter, I hope 1 know \vhat the natural 
rights of an Englishman ai«. We must be masters, here, 
Captain Ludlow, will-ye-nill-ye, and look to the main chances 
of trade and manufactures !" 

" I had not thought you so accomplished a statesman. Master 
Trysail !" 

" Though a poor man's son. Captain Ludlow, I am a free-bom 
Briton, and my education has not been entirely overlooked. I 
hope I know something of the constitution, as well as my bettei's 
Justice and honor being an Englishman's mottoes, we must look 
manfiilly to the main chance. We are none of your flighty 
talkers, but a reasoning people, and there is no want of deep 
thinkers on the little island ; and therefore. Sir, taking all 
together, why England must stick up for her rights ! Here is 
your Dutchman, for instance, a ravenous cormorant ; a fellow 
with a throat wide enough to swallow all the gold of the Great 
Mogul, if he could get at it ; and yet a vagabond who has not 
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even a fair footing on. the earth, if the tmth must be spoken! 
Well, Sir, shall England give up her rights to a nation of such 
blackguards? No, Sir; our venerable constitution and mother 
church itself forbid, and therefore I say, dam'me lay tliem aboard, 
if they refuse us any of our natural rights, or show a wish to 
bring U3 down to their own dirty level !" 

"Reasoned like a countiyman of Newton, and with an 
eloquence that would do credit to Cicero ! I shall endeavor to 
digest your ideas at my leisure, since they are much too solid 
food to be disposed of in a minute. At pi'esent we will look to 
the chase, for I see, by the aid of my glass, that be has set his 
studding sails, and is beginning to draw ahead." 

This remark closed the dialogue between the captain and hia 
subordinate. The litter qutted tlie g'^n^way with that secret 
and pleasurable sen it on which commun cales itself to ill who 
have reason to think they hue deliveied themselves cieditably 
of a train of pi found thought 

It was, in truth time to lend c^ery fai-ultj to the moiements 
of the brigantnp, for there was great reason to appiehend, 
tliat by changing her direcljon in the darkness, she might elude 
them. The night was fast closing on the Coquette, and at each 
moment the horizon nai'rowed ai'ound her, so that it was only 
at uncertain intervals the men aioft could distinguish the position 
of the chase. While the two vessels were thus situated, Ludlow 
joined hia guests on the quarter-deck. 

" A wise man will trust to his wits, what cannot be done by 
force," said the Alderman. " I do not pretend to be much of 
a mariner. Captain Ludlow, though I once spent a week in 
London, and I have crossed the ocean seven times to Rotterdam. 
We did little in our passives, by striving to force nature. When 
the nights came in dark, as at present, the honest schippera 
were content to wait for better times; by which means we were 
iure not to miss our road, and of finally arriving at the destined 
poll, in safety." 

"You saw that the brigantine was opening his canvas, when last 
seen ; and he that would move fast must have recourse to his sails." 
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"One never knows what maj be brewing, up there in the 
heavens, when the eye cannot see the color of a cloud. I have 
little knowledge of the character of the ' Skimmer of the Seas,' 
beyond that which common fame g^vea him ; but, in the poor 
judgment of a landsman, we should do better by showing 
lanterns in different parts of the ship, lest some homewai'd-bound 
vessel do us an injury, and waiting until the morning; for furihei 
movements." 

" We are spared the trouble, for look, the insolent has set a 
light himself as if to invite us to follow 1 This temerity exceeds 
belief! To dare to trifle thus with one of the swiftest cruisers 
in the English fleet ! See that everything draws, gentlemen, 
and take a pull at all the sheets. Hail the tops. Sir, and make 
sure that everything is home." 

The order was succeeded by the voice of the officer of the 
watch, who inquired, as directed, if each sail was distended to 
the utmost Force was apphed to some of the ropes, and then 
a general quiet succeeded to the momentary activity. 

The brigantine had indeed showed a light, as if in mockery 
of the attempt of the royal ci'uiser. Though secretly stung by 
this open contempt of tieir speed, the officers of the Coquett* 
found themselves relieved from a piunful and anxious duty. 
Before this beacon was seen, they were obliged to exert their 
senses to the utmost, in onler to get occasional glimpses of the 
position of the chase ; while they now steered in confidence for 
the brilliant littlo spot, that was gently rising and falhng with 

" I think we near him," half-whispered the eager captain ; 
"see, there is some design visible on the sides of the lantern. 
Hold I— Ah ! 'tis the fiice of a woman, as I live !" 

" The men of the yawl report tliat the rover shows this 
symbol in many parts of his vessel, and we know he had the 
impudence to set it yesterday in our presence, even on luB 

"True— true ; take you the glass, Mr. Luff, and tell me if 
[tere be uot a woman's face sketched in front of that light — we 
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certainly iiear him feat— let there be silence, fore and aft the 
ship. The rogues mistake our bearings I" 

" A sauey-Iooking jfide, as one might wish to see I" returned 
the lieutenant. " Her impudent laugh is visible to the naked 

" See all clear for laying him aboard ! Get a party to throw 
on his declrs, Sir ! I will lead them fiiyself." 

These orders were given in an under tone, and rapidly. 
They were promptly obeyed. In the meantime, the Coquette 
continued to glide gently ahead, her sails thickening with the 
dew, and every breath of the heavy air acting with increased 
power on their surfaces. The boarders were stationed, orders 
were ^ven for the most profound silence, and aa the ship drew 
nearer to the light, even the ofScera were commanded not to 
slir. Ludlow stationed himself in the mizen channels, to con 
the ship; and his directions were repeated to the quarter-master 
in a loud whisper. 



" The night is so dark, we are certainly unseen !" o 
the young man to his second in command, who stood at hia 
elbow, "They have unaccountably mistaken our position. 
Observe how tie face of the psuntiug becomes more distinct- 
one can see even the curls of the hair. — Lufi^ Sir, luff— we will 
nm him aboard on his weather quarter." 

" The fool must be lying-to !" returned the ' lieutenant. 
" Even your witches M of common sense at times ! Do you 
see which way he has his head. Sir ?" 

" I see nothing but the light. It is so dai'k ttat our own 
sails are scarcely visible— yet I think here are his yards, a httle 
forward of o\u lee beam." 

"Tis our own lower boom. I got it out in readiness for the 
other tack, in ease the knave should wear. Are we not running 
too full V 

"Luff you may, a little,—- luff, or we shall crush him I" 

As this order was g^ven, Ludlow passed swiftly forward. He 
found the boarders ready for a spring, and he rapidly gave his 
orders. The men were told to eoriy the bngantine at every 
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hazard, but not k> ofTor violence, unless serioiia resistance was 
made. They were thrice enjoined not to enter the cabins, and 
the young man expressed a generous wish that, in every case, 
the " Skimmer of the Seas" might be taken alive. By the time 
these direcljons were given, the hght ivasso near that the mahgn 
countenance of the sea-green lady « is seen m every lineament. 
Ludlow looked in vain for tV spara, in order to ascertain in 
which direction the head of the hrigintme lay ; but, trusting to 
luck, he saw that the decisiio moment ni'^ come. 

"Starhoai'd, and run him ahowd' — A\vij there, you board- 
ers, away ! Heave with your gi'apnels ; heave, men, with a 
long Bwing, heave ! — Meet her, with the helm — hard down 
— meet her — steady 1" — was shouted in a clear, full, and steady 
voice, that seemed to deepen at each mandate which, issued 
from the lips of the young capt^n. 

The boarders cheered heartily, and leaped into the rigging. 
The Coquette readily and rapidly yielded to the power of her 
rudder. First inclining to the hght, and then sweeping up 
towards the wind again, in another instant she was close upon 
the chase. The irons were thrown, the men once more shouted, 
and all on board lield their breaths in expectatjon of the crash 
of the meeting hulls. At that moment of high excitement, the 
woman's face rose a shoit distance in the air, seemed to smile 
in derision of their attempt, and suddenly disappeared. The 
ship passed steadily ahead, while no noise but the sullen wash 
of the watew was audible. The bo.irding-irons were heard 
felling heavily into the sea ; and tlie Coquette rapidly overran 
tlie spot where the light had been seen, without sustaining any 
shock. Though the clouds hfted a little, and the eye might 
embrace a circuit of a few hundred feet, there certainly was 
nothing to be seen witliin its range, but the unquiet element, 
and the stately cruiser of Queen Anne floating on its bosom. 

Though its effects were different on thedifiercntly-constituted 
minds of those who witnessed the singidar incident, the disap- 
pointment was general. The common impression was certainly 
unfavorable to the earthly character of the brigantJne ; and when 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



opinions of fliis nature once get possession of tlie ignorant, they 
iire not easily em 1 E n Trj-sail, though expeiienced in 
the arts of ti ose ho t fle th the levenue-laws, was much 
inclined to hel e e th t th a was no vulgar case of floating 
lights or false heico s but a manifestation that others, besides 
those who had been rpg larly trained to the sea, were oceasioii. 
ally to be foind on the w iters. If Captain Ludlow thought 
diiferently, he saw no sufBdent reason to enter into an explana- 
tion with those who were bound silently to obey. He paced 
the ijuai'tcr-deck for many minutes ; then issued his ordej-s to 
the equally-disappointed lieutenants. The light canvas of the 
Coquette was taken in, tlie studding-siul^ar unrove, and tlie 
booms secured. The ship was brought to the wind, and her 
courses having been hauled up, the fore-topsail was thrown to 
the mast. In this position the cruiser lay, waiting for the 
morning light, 'n order lo give greater certainty to her move- 
ments. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



It is not necessary to say, th h w n 1 nt est Alderman 
Van Bovevottt, and liis friend th P t oo tn esed all the pro- 
ceedings on board the Coq tt 'S na th ^ ery ] ke an ex- 
clamation of pleasure escaped th f in wh n t na known 
that tbe ship had missed the b gint n an 1 tl t t! ere was 
now little probability of o\ert.k nj, h that n f,l t 

" Of what use is it to chase j oui fire flies about the ocean, 
Patroon V muttered the AJdovman, in the ear of Oloff Van 
Staats. " I have no further knowledge of this ' Skimmer of tho 
Seas,' than is decent in the principal of a commercial house, — 
bnt reputation is like a sky-rocket, that may 'be seen from afor I 
Her Majesty has no ship that can overtake the free-trader, and 
why fatigue the innocent vessel for nothing!" 

"Captmn Ludlow has other desires than the mere capture of 
the briftantine," returned the laconic and sententious Patroon, 
" The opinion that Alida de Bai'berie is in her, has great influence 
with that gentleman." 

" This is strange apathy, Mr. Van Staats, in one who is as 
good aa eng^ed to my niece, if he be not actnaljy married. 
Alida Barb'Srie has great influence with that gentleman 1 And 
pray, with whom tltat knows her, has she not influence V 

" llio sentiment in favor of the young lady, in general, is 
Bivorable." 

" Sentiment and favors ! Am I to understand, Sir, by this 
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C19 lOE WATER-W£ic:i". 

coolness, tlat ouv bargain is broken ? — tbat the two fortunes are 
cot to be brought togetlier, and that the lady is not to be your 
wife r 

'■ llarkce, Mr. Van Beveront ; one who is saving of his income 
iind sparing of his words can have no pressing necessity for the 
money of uthcre ; and, on occasion, he may afford to speak 
plainly. Your niece has shovpn so decided a preference for 
another, that it has materially lessened the liveliness of my te- 

" If were a pity that so much animation should fell of its ob- 
ject ! It would be a sort of stoppage in the affairs of Cupid ! 
Men should deal candidly in all business transactions, Mr. Van 
Staats ; and you will permit me to ask, as for a final settlement, 
if your mmd is changed in regard to the daughter of old Etiennc 
de Barberie, or not t" 

" Not changed, but quite decided," returned the young Pa- 
ti'oon. " I cannot say that I wish the successor of my mother 
to have seen so much of the world. We are a family that is 
content with our situation, aod new customs would derange my 
household," 

" I am no wizard, Sir ; but for the benefit of a son of my old 
tnend Sfephanus Van Staals, I will venture, for onee, on a 
prophecy. You will marry, Mr. Van Staats — yes, many — and 
you will wive. Sir, with— prudence prevents me from saying 
with whom you will wive ; but you may account yourself a 
lucky man if it be not with one who will cause you lo forget 
house and home, lands and friends, manors and rents, and in 
short all the solid comforts of life. It would not surprise me 
to hear that the prediction of the Poughkeepsie fortune-teller 
should be fulfiUed!" 

'■ And what is your real opinion, Aldeiman Van Bcverout, of 
Uio different mysterious events we have witnessed V demanded 
the Patroon, in a manner to prove that the interest he took in 
die subject completely smothered any displeasure he might 
otherwise have felt at so hai-sh a prophecy. "Tljis aea-gieeu 
lady is no common woman !" 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



THEWATEB-WITCH. 241 

" Sea-^'eeti and sky-blue !" internipted tho impatient bura;her. 
"Tlie liussy is but too common. Sir; and t'.iere is tlie calamity. 
Had sbe been satisfied ivitb transacting ber concsms in a snug 
and reasonable manner, and to bave gone upon tbe bigb seas 
again, we should have had noae of this foolery to disturb ac- 
counts which ought to have been considered settled. Mr. Van 
Staats, will you allow me to ask a few direct questions, if you 
can find leisure for their answer !" 

The Patroon nodded his head, in tHe affirmative, 

" What do you suppose, Sir, to bai-e become of my niece )" 

" Eloped." 

" And with whom ?" 

Van Staata of Kinderhook stretched an arm towards the open 
ocean, and again nodded. The Alderman mused a moment ; 
then he clmckled, as if some amusing idea had got the bttter 
of his ill-humor. 

" Come, come, Patroon," he said in his wonted amicable tone, 
when addressing the lord of a hundred thoii,«and acres, "this 
business is hke a complicated account, a little difficult till one 
gets acquainted with the books, when all becomes plain as your 
hand. There were referees in tbe settlement of tbe estate of 
Kobus Van Klinck, whom I will not name ; but what between 
the handwiiting of the old grocer, and some inaccuracy in the 
figures, they had but a blind tjme of it until they discovered 
which way the balance ought to come ; then by working back- 
wards and forwards, which is the tme spirit of your just referee, 
they got all straight in tbe end. Kobna was not very lucid in 
his statements, and he was a Kttle apt to be careless of ink. 
His leger might be called a book of the black art; for it was 
little else than fly tracks and biota, though tbe last were found 
of gi'eat assistance in rendering the stateTnenta satisfactory. By 
calling three of the biggest of them sugar-hogsheads, a very- fair 
halnncG was struck between bira and a peddling Yankee who 
was bi'eeding trouble for the estate ; and I challenge, even at 
this distant day, when all near interests in the results may be 
eaid to sleep, any responsible man to say that they did not loob 
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as muoh like those articles as aiiytliing else SoDiethmg tliey 
ra\vit have been, and as Eobus fleilt largely in 'ugii, (here was 
also a stj'ong moral probabilitj that the? were the said hogs- 
heads. Come, come, Pntroon , we shall haie the )adp back 
agiuri in proper time. Tliy ardor geis the better of leison ; but 
this is the way with true love, which is none the worw for a 
little delay. Alida is not one to bilk thy mij-nmenf , these 
Norman wenches are not heavj ol foot at a da.nce, or apt to go 
to sleep nJien the fiddles are stimag 1" 

"With this consolation, Aldeiman Vin Beveiont saw fit to 
close the dialogue, for tbe moment How far he =nccteded in 
bringing back the mind of the Patioon to its allegi<»nce, the 
result must show ; though we shall take this oci.a.'.ion to observe 
again that the young proprietor found a satisfaction in the ex- 
citement of the present scene, that, in the course of a short and 
httle diversified life, he had never before experienced. 

While others slept, Ludlow passed most of the night on deck. 
He laid himself down in the hammock-cloths, for an hour or 
two, as the night wore, on ; though the wind did not sigh through 
the rig^ng louder than common, ^vithont ai-ousing him from 
his slumbei's. At each low call of the officer of the watch to 
the crew, his head was raised to glance around the naixow hori- 
zon ; and the ship never rolled heavily, without causing him to 
awake. He believed that the brigantine was near, and, for the 
first watch, he was not without expectation that tlie two vessels 
might unexpectedly meet in the obscurity. When this hope 
failedj the young seaman had recourse to artifice in his turn, in 
order to entrap one who appeared so practised and so expert in 
the devices of the sea. 

About midnight, when the watches were changed, and 
tJie whole crew, with the exception of the idlers, were on deck, 
orders were given to hoist out the boats. This operation, one 
of exceeding toil and difficulty in lightly-iuanned ship, was 
soon pertbrmed on board the Queen's cruiser, by the aid of yard 
and stiiy-tackles, to which the force of a hundred seamen 
was applied. When four of these little attendants on the ship 
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were in the witter, they were entered by their crews, prepared 
for service. Officers on whom Ludlow could rely, were put 
in command of the three smallest, while he took charge of the 
foHrtli in pcison. When all were ready, and each infeiior haji 
received his especial instructions, they quitted the side of 
the vessel, pulling off in divei'^ng lines in the gloom of the 
ocean. The boat of Ludlow had not gone fifty fathoms before 
lie was perfectly conscious of the inutility of a chase; for 
tlie obscurity of the night was so great as to render the spare of 
liis own ship nearly indistinct, even at that short distance. 
After pulling by compass some ten or fifteen minutes, in a 
direction that carried him to windward of the Coquette, the 
young man commanded the crew to cease rowing, and prepared 
himself to await patiently for the result of his undertaking. 

There was nothing to vary the monotony of sucb a scene for 
B.n hour, but the regular rolling of a sea that was but little 
agitated, a few occasional strokes of the oars that were g^ven in 
oi'der to keep tlie barge in its place, or the heavy breathing of 
some smalk-r fish of the cetaceous kind, as it rose to the sui-faca 
to inhale the atmosphere. In no quarter of the heavens was 
anything visible ; not even a star was peeping out to cheer the 
solitude and silence of that solitary place. The men were nod- 
ding on the thwarts, and our young sailor was about to rehn- 
quish his design as fruitless, when suddenly a noise was heard 
at no great distance from the spot where they lay. It was one 
of those sounds which would have been inexplicable to any but 
a seaman, but which conveyed a meaning to the eais of Lud- 
low, as plain as that which cotild be imparted by speedi to 
a landsman. A moaning creak was followed by the low rum- 
bSing of a rope, as it rubbc^d on some bard or distended sub- 
stance ; then siicceeded tbe hea\7 flap of canvas, that yielding 
first to a poweiful impulse, was suddenly checked. 

" Hear ye that f exclaimed Ludlow, a little above a whisper. 
"Tis the bligantins jibing his mainboom! Give way, men — 
see all ready to lay him aboard!" 

The la^w started from their slumbers ; the plash of oars was 
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heard, and in the succeeding moment tJie sals of a vessel 
gliding through the obscurity, nearly across their course, were 
visible. 

"Now spring to your oars, men!'' continued Ludlow, with 
Iho eagerness of one engaged in chase. "We have hira to 
advantage, and he is oure ! — a long pull and a strong pull — 
steadiiy, hoys, and togelJier!" 

Tlie practised crew did their duty. It seemed but a moment 
before they were close upon the chase. 

" Another strolte of the oars and she is ours !" cried Ludlow. 
" Grapple ! — to your ai'ms ! — away, boarders, away !" 

These orders came on the ears of the men with the effect of 
martial blasts. The crew shouted, the clashing of arms was 
heard, and the tramp of feet on the deelf of the vessel announced 
the success of the enterpiise. A minute of extreme activity and 
of noisy confusion followed. The cheers of the boarders had 
been heard at a distance ; and rockets shot into the air from the 
other boats, whose creivs answered the shouts with manful 
lungs. The whole ocean appeared in a momentary glow, and 
the roar of a gun from the Coquette added to the fracas. The 
ship set several lanterns, in order to indicate her position ; 
wliile blue-lights and other raaiine signals were constantly 
burning in the approaching boats, as if those who guided them 
were anxious to intimidate the assailed by a show of num- 

In the midst of this scene of sudden awakening from the 
most profound quiet, Ludlow began to look about him, in order 
1« secure the principal objects of the capture. He had repeated 
his orders about entering the cabins, and concerning the person 
of the "Skimmer of the Seas," among the other instructions 
^ven to the crews of the different boats ; and tha instant they 
found themselves in quiet possession of the prize, the young man 
dashed into the private recesses of the vessel, with a heart tiiat 
tlirobbed even more ^■iolenfly than during the ardor of board- 
ing. To cast open the door of a cabin beneath the high 
quarter-deck, and to descend to the level of its floor, were 
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he acts of 1 momcut But dHappointraent and raortjfication 
Buccpi'dott to tmmjh \ second ulince ivas not. necessary 
to show tint the coni'se woiK ■^nd ItuI mclls he saw and 
eneounteied dd not belong to the TOmnn.diom and even elegant 
ficcomraod tiona ot tho hiiaiaiituie 

Ileie IS no A\ au.r A\ itch i he e\i.laimpd aloud, under (he 
impuKe ot sudden u pn=e 

" God be praised !" I'etunied a ('oic;', which was succeeded by 
a frightened face from out a state-room. " We were told tho 
ruver was in the otfing, and thought the yells could come from 
nothing human !" 

The blood which had been rushing through the arteries and 
veins of Ludlow so tumultuously, now crept into his cheeks, and 
was felt tingling at his fingers' ends. He gave a hurried order 
to his men to re-enter tlieir boat, leaving everj^ng as they 
tbuiid it. A short conference between the commander of 
Her Majesty's ship Coquette and the seaman of the stat«-rooin, 
succeeded ; then the former hastened on deck, whence his pas- 
sage into the barge occupied but a moment. The boat pulled 
away from the fancied prize amid a silence that was uninter' 
nipted by any other sound than that of a song, which, to all 
appearance, came from one who by this tima had placed himself 
at the vessel's helm. All that can be said of the music is, that 
it was suited to the words, and all that could he heard of the 
latter was a portion of a verse, if verse it might be called, which 
had exercised the talents of some thoroughly nautical mind. 
As we de^iend for the accuracy of the quotation altogether on 
the fidehty of the journal of the midshipman already uamed, it 
is possible that some injustice may he done the writer; but 
according to that document, ho sang a strain of the coasting 
fiong which we have prefixed to this chapter as its motto. 

The pa[jei's of the coaster did not give a more detailed 
description of hor character and pursuits than that which 
is contained in this verse. It is certain that the log-book of tho 
Coquette was far less explicit. The latter merely said that " a 
coaster called the Stately Pine, John Turner, master, bound 
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from New York to the rto^-ince of North Carolina, waslwarded 
at one oclock in the moimng ^ll npU But this descrip- 
tion Tvis not of 1 n-tture to hit-itv the seimen of tlie cruiser, 
Jlios who Iiad b-^n i,tuilly eugaged in the oipeditJon ivere 
much too excittd to see things in their tiu" colofs ; fuid coupled 
«ith the two piei us es^^les of the "Water \ntch, the event 
just rel itp i had uf smalt sh ire m conlininng their fonner ojji- 
uions concernirg lei chiiacter The tiling master was nol 
non llone in belienn^ that all pursuit of the brigantine was 

Lu these wcie co ulu on^ thit the je jle ot the Coquette 
made at their leisure lathei than those which su rgested them- 
&ehea on the instant The loits led b\ the flashes of light, 
hid pined eich othei and weie f t to ards the ship 

befoie the j ula ^ of the ictoi-s 1 t w th Si t calmness to 
aJmit of leflpcton, nor iiaa t tl th d enturere were 
below, and in their hammocks, tl t fh y f d lahle occasion 
to relate what had occurred to J g ditory. Robert 

Yarn, the fore-top-man who had f It tl loch f the sea-green 
lady blowing in his fece during the squall, took advantage of 
the drcumstance to ttikte on his expeiienees ; and after having 
advanced certain positions that particularly favored his own 
theories, he produced one of the crew of the barge who stood 
ready to affinn, in any court in Christjjndom, that he actually 
saw the process of changing the beautiful and graceful hues 
that ^stinguiahed the hull of the smuggler into the coarser and 
more clumsy model of the coaster. 

"There are know-nothings," continued ^bert, after he had 
fortified his position h\ the tt^limony in question, " who would 
denj that the wtt^i of the ocean is blue, because the stream 
thtt turns the paiishmill happens to be muddy. But your 
real manner, who has hied much in foreign parts, is a man 
who understands the philosoihy of lift', and knows when to 
belieie i truth and when to scorn a lie. As for a vessel chiing- 
ing her chiricter whLn hwd pushed in a chase, there arc many 
instancea, thonijh, having one so near us, there is less necessity 
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to bo roving over distant seas in search of a case to prcn'e it. Mv 
own opinion concerning this here brigantine is much as follows ; — 
tliat is to say, I do supjiose there was once a real living hernia- 



phrodito of hev build and rig 



tb 



and that she might be employed 
to be n nnd that, 
ot TV tl a mishap 
o th coast at 
hk to a royal 
1 by tl ose who 
A 1 tins being tine, 
got on her dccka 
ted. This mnch 
ook's length of her 
h a woman figure- 
eye ever looked 
as a tobacco-box 
at she is a high- 
out her! What 
liat has been stat«d? — 



more la wanting to pro* e the truth ot v 
if any man can gainsay it, let him speak." 

As no man did gainsay if, it is prestimed that the reasoning 
of the top-man gained many proselytes. It is scarcely necessaiy 
to add, how much of mystery and fearfnl interest was thrown 
around tlie redoubtable "Skimmer of the Seas," by tlie whole 
transaction. 

There was a different feeling on the quarter-deck. The two 
lieutenants put their heads together and looked grave ; while 
one or two of the midshipmen, ^ha haj been in the boats, 
were observed to wliisper with their messmates, and to indulge 
in smotherc<l laughter. As the captain, however, miuntained 
hia ordinary dignified and autlioritative mien, the merriment 
went no fiirfher, and was soon repressed, 

AVhile on this subject it may be proper to add that, in course 
of time, the Stately Pino reached the capes of North Carolina 
in safety ; and that, having effected her pa.ssage over Edenton 
bar without striking, she ascended the river to the point of her 
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destinatiDiL Heu the crew soon beffin to thiow out Imita 
reHtue to nn eiicoiiiiter of tlieir scTioonei iiitli i Fr nch cruiser 
Aa tin linti h eiiipiie e*eu in its inmt lemots coinei nw it 
all t me* iln e to its mulKil gloi} tbe neiit sxiii Vcimetlie 
(Iseimrsie m moie li't iiit ] iits of the ci\my mid m less tliau 
s]x nijntha tlw Londjn jouimK c iit<iiiied i \eiy alowing 
art,ount of an eni'isrem''Tif, iii whch the niTno* of tlic Stat^lv 
line iTid of J>lin Turnei made some reelect ible id\ inees 
ton lid'' linnijilji] ty 

If Ciptim Ludlow eiei ffa^e an\ fu*tlii.r acc^ant of the 
trin^ictioii thin what uas =tited m tlieloglx)ok of hie lilup 
the bienscanc" ob-er\ed bj tip Lord of the Adminlty pre 
vented it from bee miiig pubhc 

Eeturmng from this diffression which has no other connexion 
with the immediate thread of the nanatue th-m that which 
anses from a reflected intereat, we ^hall revert tu the further 
proceedinifs on bond the cimsei- 

When the Coquette hoisted in hei bjits that portion ef the 
crew which did not belong to the watch was dismissed to their 
hammocks, the lights were lowered, and tranquillity ones more 
reigned in the ship, Ludlow soiiglit his rest, and although 
there is reason to think that his slumbers were a little disturbed 
by dreams, he remained tolerably quiet in the hammock-cloths, 
the place in which it has already been said he saw fit to take 
his repose, until the morning watch was called. 

Although the utmost vigilatice was observed amono- the 
officers and look-outs, during the rest of the night, there 
occurred nothing to arouse the crew from their usual rcciimhent 
attitudes between the giias. The wind continued light but 
steady, tlie sea smooth, and the heavens clouded, aa during the 
first hours of darkness. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



1>AY dawned on tbe Atlantic with ite pearly liglit, succeeded 
by the usual flushing of the skies, and the stately riBing of the 
Sim from out the water. The insfflnt the vigilant officer who 
commanded the morning watch, caught the first glimpses of the 
returning brightness, Ludlow was awakened. A finger laid on 
his arm was sufficient to arouse one who slept with the respon- 
sibility of his station ever present to his mind. A minute did 
not pass before the young man was on the quarter-deck, closely 
examining the heavens and the horizon. His first question was 
to ask if nothing had been seen during the watch. The answer 
was in the negative. 

"I like this opening in the north-west," obsen'ed the captain, 
after his eye had thoroughly scanned the whole of the still 
dusky and liifiited view. "Wind will come out of it. Give us 
a capful, and we shall try the speed of this boasted Wafer- 
Witch !— Do I not see a sail on our weatliei'-beam ? — or is it the 
crest of a wave V 

"Tim sea is getting irregular, and I have often been thus 
deceived, since the light appeared." 

" Get more sail on the ship. Here is wind in shore of us ; 
we will be ready for it. See everything cleai' to show all our 

The lieutenant received these orders with the customary 

deference, and communicated them to his inferiors again, witli 

a promptitude that distinguishes sea discipline. The Coquette, 

nt the moment, was lying under her three topsdls, one of which 

I]* 
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was thrown against its maat^ in a manner to hold the vessel na 
nenrly stationary as the diift and the wa^h of the ivavcs would 
allow. So soon, however, as tlie officer of the watch summoned 
the peoplci to exertion, tJic massive yards nere swung; several 
light sails that served to balance the fabric as well as to iifge it 
iiheinl, were hoisted or opened ; and the ship immediately began 
to move through the water. "While the men of the watch wero 
tlius employed, the flapping of the canvas announced the 
a])proach of a new breeze. 

'Ilie coast of North America is liable to sudden and danger- 
ous liansitions in the currents of the air. It is a circum- 
t.t ince of BO nunsual occnrvence for a gale to alf*;r ib direction 
Kith so little warning, as greatly to jeopard tbe safety of a ship 
or e\en to overwhelm her. It has been often said, that the 
celebrated Ville de Paris was lost through one of these violent 
eh Lngos, her captain having inadvertently hove-to the vessel 
under too much aftei'-sail, a mistake by which he lost the com- 
mand of Ins ship during the pressing emeig;ency that ensued. 
Whatt\er may have been the fiict as regards that ill-fated 
prize, it was certain that Ludlow was perfectly aware of the 
hazards that sometimes accompany the firet blasts of a north- 
west wind on his native coast, and tliat he never forgot to 
be prepai^d for the danger. 

"When the wind from the land struck the Coqu6tte, the streak 
of light, which announced the appearance of the sun, had been 
iTsiblo several minutes. As the broad sheets of vapor, that 
had veiled the heavens dining the prevalence of the south-east- 
erly bi'eeze, were rolled up into dense masses of clouds, like 
some immense curtain that is witlidrawn from before its scene, 
tiio water, no less than the sky, became instantly visible in 
every quarter It is scarcely necessary to eav how eagerly the 
gaze of our yo ng sti n o er tl e 1 onzon, in oi'der to 

observe the objects wl th in ght coma n I n ta range. At 
first disap^ioi tn t a ] 1 !y ] a te I 1 countenance ; 
then succeed d 1 n d i d flu 1 1 cheek of sne- 
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" I had thoDght her gone!" he said to his immediate subordi- 
nate in authority. " Bnt here she is, to leeward, jiiat within the 
edge of tliat driving mist, and as dead under our lee as a Itind for- 
tune could place iier. Keep the ship awiiy. Sir, and cover her 
with mm ta, from her trucks down. Call tlie people from their 
hammoets, and show yon insolent what Her Majesty's sloop can 
do, at need !" 

This command was the commencement of a general and hasty 
movement, in which every seaman in tlie ship exerted his powers 
to the ntmost. All hands were no sooner called, than the depths 
of the vessel gave up their tenants, who, joining their force to 
that of the watch on deck, quickly covered the spars of the 
Coquette with a snow-white cloud. Not content to catch the 
breeze on such sui-faces as the ordinary yards could distend, 
long booms were thrust out over the water, and sail was set 
beyond sail, until the bending masts would bear no more. The 
low hull which supported this tcweriiig and complicated mass 
of ropes, spai'S, and sails, yielded to the powerful impulse, and 
the febric, which, in addition to its crowd of human beings, 
sustained so heavy a load of artilleiy, with ail its burden of 
stores and ammunition, began to divide the waves ivith the steady 
and imposing force of a vast momentum. The seas curled and 
broke agwnst her sides, like water washing the rocks, the steady 
ship feeling, as yet, no impression from their feeble efforts. As 
the wind increased, however, and the vessel went further from 
the land, the surface of the ocean gradually grew more agitated, 
until the highlands, which lay over the vilk of the Lust in Rust, 
finally sank info the sea ; when the foi)^llant-royals of tlie 
ship were seen describing wide segments of circles against tlio 
lieavcn.", and her dark sides occasionally r<»e, from a long and 
deep roll, glittering with ^e element that ausbuned her. 

When Ludlow first descried the object which he believed to 
be the chase, it seemed a motionless speck on the margin of fJio 
sea. It had now grown into the magnitude and symmetry of 
the well known Ijrigantine. Her slight and attenuated spai-a 
wei'e pliinly to be seen, rolling ea.sily but wide, with the coo- 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



Bfant moYement of the hull, and with no sail spread, bat thai 
wliieh was necessary to beep the vessel in command on the bil- 
lows. When the Coquette nas just within tba i-an;^ of a cannon, 
tlie canvas began to unfold ; and it was soon apparent that the 
" Skimmer of the Seas" was preparing for flight. 

The firat manceuvre of the Water- Witch was an attempt to 
gain the wind of her pursuer, A shoi'texperiment appeal^ to 
satisfy those who governed the biigantine that the effort wiis 
vain, while the wind was so fresh and the water so rough. She 
wore, and crowded sail on the opposite tack, in order to try her 
speed with the cruLser ; nor was it until the result sufficiently 
sliowed the danger of permitting the other to get any nigher, 
that she finally put her helm aweather, and ran off, hke a sea- 
fowl I'esting on its wing, with the wind over her tafl'rail. 

The two vessels now presented the spectacle of a stem chase. 
The brigantine also opened tlie folds of all her sails, and there 
arose a ])yramid of canvas over the nearly imperceptible hull, 
that resembled a fentastic cloud driving above the sea, with a 
velocity that seemed to rival the passage of the vapor that float- 
ed ill the uppci- air. As equal skill direct*?d the movements of 
tlie two vessels, and the same breeze pressed upon their sails, it 
was ionj; before there was any perceptible difference in their 
progress. Hour passed after hour, and were it not for the 
sheets of white foam that were dashed from the bows of the 
Coquette, and the manner in wliich she even outstripped the 
caps of the combing waves, her eommander might have fancied 
liis vessel ever in the same spot. While the ocean presented, on 
every side, the same monotonous and rolling picture, there lay 
the chase, seemingly neither a foot nearer nor n foot further 
than when tlie trial of speed began. A dark line would rise on 
the crest of a wave, and then, sinking again, leave nothing visi- 
ble, but the yielding and waving cloud of canvas that danci^ 
along the sea, 

"I had hoped for better things of the ship. Master Trysail!'' 
said Ludlow, who had long been seated on a knight-head, atten- 
tively watehing the progi'ess of the chase. " We are tuned le 
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iJie bub-staya ; yet, there yon fellow lies, nothing plainer than 
ttli,:Li he firat shoived his stud.Iing-sails !" 

"And there ho Mill lie, Ciiptitin Ludlow, whila the light lasts. 
J hine cliasod the rover in the'naiTow sciis, till the dills' of Eiig- 
land inelJed away like the cap of a waie ; and we ImJ I'aised the 
sand-banks of Holland high as tlie sprit-sail-yard, yet wliat good 
came of it ! llie rogue played with us, as your sportsman 
tiitles with the entangled tront; and when we thought we had 
him, he would shoot without the range of our guns, with as httle 
exertion as a ship slides info the water, aftet the spur shoajB 
are knocked fi'om under her hows," 

" Aye, hut the Draid had a little of the rust of antiquity 
about her. The Coquette has never got a chase under her lee, 
that she did not speak." 

" I disparage no ship. Sir, for character is character, and none 
shonlil speak lightly of tlieir ttl low-creatures, arrd, least of all, of 
anything which follows the sea. I allow the Coquette to be 
a lively boat on a wind, and a I'eal scudder going largo ; hut 
one should know the wrigbtthat fiishioned yonder brigantjne, 
hi'fore he ventures to say that any vessel in Uer Majesty's fleet 
can bold way with her, when she is diiven hard." 

" Tliese opinions. Trysail, are fitter for the tales of a fop than 
for the mouth of one who walks the quartei'-deek." . 

"I should ha\e lived to little jiurpose. Captain Ludlow, not 
f6 know that wlist was i)hiliisophy in my young days is not 
philosophy now, Tliey say the world is round, which is my 
own opinion— first, because the gloiious Sir Fr.(ncis Drake, and 
divem other Englishmen, ha\e gone in, as it were, at one end, 
and out at the other ; no less than several seamen of other nations, 
to say notliing of one Magellan, who pretends to have been the 
first man to make the passage, which I take to be neither more 
nor less than a Portngnee lie, it being altogether unreasonable 
to suppose that a I'ortuguee should do what an Englishman had 
not yi't lliought of doing ;— secondly, if the world woj'e not 
round, 01 soma such shajie, why should ive see the small saiL'i 
of a ship before her courses, or why should her truck heare up 
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into tlie horizon before the hull ? They say, moreover, that the 
morlil tiiriiR round, which is no doiiht tme ; find it. is just as 
true that its oi>iiiions turu ronnd ivitli it, whiuli biings me to 
tha object fif my remark — j-on fsiiiow slion-s more of his broad- 
side, Sii", than common ! He is ed^inj; in for tlio liin'd, which 
must he, hereaway, on our larboard beam, in order to get into 
smoother water. This tumbling nbout is not favorable to your 
light eriill, let who will build tliem." 

"I had hoped to drive him off the coast. Could we get liim 
fairly into the Gulf Steam, he would be ours, for he is too low 
ill the water to escape us iu tlio short seas. We must force him 
into blue water, though our upper spars cracli in the atru^le ! 
Co aft, Mr. Hopper, and tell the officer of the watch to bi-ing 
the nhip's head up, a point and a halfi to the northward, and to 
give a slight pull on the bviices." 

" What a mainsail the rogue carries ! it is as broad as the 
instructions of a roring commission, with a hoi&t like the pro- 
motion of tin admiral's sou ? How everything pulls aboard 
him ! A thorough-bred sails that brigantine, let him come 
whence he may !" 

"I think we near liim ! Tlio rough water is helping us, and 
we are closing. Steer small, fellow ; steer small ! Yon see 
the color of his mouldings begins to show, when he lifts on the 

" The sun touches his side— yet. Captain Ludlow, you may 
be right— for hei'e is a man in his furetop, plainly enough to be 
Been. A shot or two, among his spai-s ajid sails, might now do 

Ludlow affected not to hear; but the first-lieutenant having 
come on the forecastle, seconded this opinion, by remarking tliat 
their [xwitJon would indeed enable them to nse the chase-gun, 
without losing any distance. . As Trysail sustained his former 
assertion by truths that were too obiious to be refute<l, the com- 
mander of the cruiser ivluctantly issued an order to clear away 
the fonvard gun, and to shift it into the biidla-povt. Tlie inte- 
rested and attentive seamen were not lot^ in performing this 
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Bemco ; and a report wiis ([iiieklj made to the ciiptaiu, that tbe 
[liecc wiis lendy. 

Ludlow thsii (Icpcoiidrd fiom liis post on the kiiight-lii.'ad, 
nnd pointed the cannon himself, 

" Knock away the quoin enlji'ely," lis said to the captain oi 
|]ie (Tim, ivhen he had got tlie range ; " now mind her when she 
lifts forward ; keep tlio ship steady, Sii' — fire !" 

TIioM gwiitlenion "ivho live at home at ease," are often am- 
prised to read of combiits, in which so much jHnvder, niul hun- 
dreds and even thousantls of shot, are expended, witli so little 
loss of human life ; while a struggle on the land of less duratjon, 
and seemingly of less obstinacy, shall sweep away a multitude. 
The secret of the difference lies in tlie uncertainty of aim, on an 
element as restless as the sea. The lai'gest ship is rarely quite 
motionless, when on the open ocean ; and it is not necessary to 
tell the reader, that the smallest variation in the direction of a 
gun at its muzzle becomes magnified to many yai'ds at the dis- 
tance of a few hundred feet. Marine gunnery has no little re- 
semblance to tlie skill of tlio fowler ; since a calculation for a 
change in tlio posiljon of the object must commonly be made in 
both cases, with the additional embarrassment on the part of 
the seaman, of an allowance for a complicated movement in the 
piece itself 

How far the gnn of the Coquette was subject to the influence 
of these causes, or how far the desire of her captain to protect 
those whom ho believed to be on board the brigantine, had an 
effect on the direction taken by its shot, will probably never be 
knon-n. It is certain, however, iliat when tlie stream of fii^o, 
followed by its eurlitig cloud, had gushed out npon the water, 
fifty eyes sought in vain to trace the course of the iron messen- 
ger among the sails and rigging of the "Water-Witch. The 
sj-mmetiy of her beautitiU rig was undisturl)ed, and the uncon- 
scious Cd)ric still glided over the waves with its customaiy ease 
and velocity. Ludiow had a reputation among his crew, for 
some skill in the direction of a gim. The failure, tlieiefore, in 
no degree aided in dianging the opinions of 
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concerning the ehatacter of the chase. Many shook their hpads, 
and moi'e than one \eteran tav, as he paced his narrow limits 
with both hniitls thiust into the bosom of his jacket, was hi?ard 
to utter his belief of the inefficficy of ordinary shot, in hriiii^'ng- 
to tliat brigantino. It was necessary, however, to repeat tho 
expei-iment, for tho sake of appearances. ' Tho gnn was 
several times dischai^d, and always with the same want of 
success. 

" There is little use in wasting our powder, at this dist,iiice, 
and with so heavy a sea,'' said Ludlow, quitting the cannon, 
after a fifth and fiiiitless e?Ray. " I shall fire no more. Look 
at your sails, gentlemen, and see that evcrj-tliing draws. We 
must conquer with our heels, and let the artillery rest.— Secure 
the gun." 

"The piece is ready. Sir," observed its captain, presuming on 
his known favor with the commander, though he qualified the 
boldness by taking oft' his hat, in a sufficiently respectful nian- 
Der^"'n8 a pity to balk it !" 

"Fire it yourselti then, and return the piece to its poiV' 
carelessly returned tlie captain, willing to show tJiat otheis could 
be as unlucky as himselt' 

The men quarteied at the gun, left alone, busied themselvea 
in executing the order, 

"KuQ in tho quoin, and, bkist the biig, give her a points 
blanker!" s^d the gnift' old seaman who was intrusted with a 
local authority over that particular piece. " None of your geo- 
metry calculations for me I" 

The crew obeywl, and tho match was instantly applied, A 
rising sea, however, aided tho object of the directly-minded old 
tar, or our uan'ation of the exploits of the pieeo would end wilU 
the discharge, since its shot would otherwise have inevitably 
plunged into a wave wIUlIli a few yards of its muzzle. The 
bows of tho ship rose with the a]qicaranco of 'tho smoke, tho 
usual brief expectation fuUowcd, then fragments of wood were 
seen (lying above the top -mast-studding-sail -boom of the brignn- 
tine, which, at the same time, flew forward, carrying with % 
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and entirety lieranging the two important sails that dopeiidod 
on the sjwr for siijiport. 

" So iniicli for |ilain saiiing ! " ciieit the deliij^hted tar, slapping 
tlie lirecch of the gun aftectionately. " Witch or no witeh, 
there go two of her jackets at once ; and by the captain's good- 
ivill, ive shall shortly take off some more of her tlolhea ! In 
sjionge " 

" Tlio order is to I'un the gim aft, and secure it," saivl o 
meny niiUshijiman, leaping on the heel of the hoivspiit to ga^o 
'it the confusion on boii 1 the ch»se "The ro^nic is nimble 
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rapUlIy performed, men woto seen aloft, nimbly employed, rn il 
liaa been alreitJy expressetl by tbe observant Ultlo miillinnmii, 
in securing the crippled sails, 

" A ivigne has a qHick ivit '' liiij Trj-sail, who-^ ciiticnl tve 
i!nff«red no movement of t! e <,ln«« to e-ea]ie him ; " iiid tic li is 
need of it, sail from wbit hiien be miv! Yon bngLMlme is 
prettily liandlcdl Little lm\e m, s^uied by oni hio, but (lio 
gimner's aecount of amnnmition expended; and little has tlic 
free-trader lost, but a stujiiing-=ai[ boom, which will work up 
very well yet into top^allant-j^ds, and other light spars, for 
such a coekle-sheli." 

" It is something gained, to fotco him oiF the brad mlo 
rongher water," Ludlow mildly answered, "I thuk we see 
his quarter-pieces more plainly than before the gun was used 

"No doubt. Sir, no doubt. I got a glimpse <jf his lowei 
dead-eyes a minute ago ; but I ha\ e been near enough to see 
the sauey look of the hussy under his bowsprit ; yet there goes 
the brigaiitir.e, at largo !" 

"I am certain that we are closing," thoughtfully returned 
Ludlow, " Hand me the glass, quarter-master." 

Trj-sail watched the countenance of his young commander, 

he examined (he cliase with the aid of the instrnraent ; and 
he thought lie read strong discontent in his features, when tl:e 
other laid it aside. 

" Does be show no signs of coming back to his allegiance, 
Sir ? — or does the rogue hold out in obstinacy ? '' 

" The figure on his poop is the l(old man who ventnred on 
boartl tbe Coquette, nnd who now seems quite as mueh at his 
ease as when he exhibited his etfi'ontery here ! '' 

" There is a look of deep water abont that rogue ; and 1 
tliougbt that Her Majesty bad gained a pHze when lie firat put 
foot on our decks. You are right enough, Sir, in culling him 
a bold one ! The feSIow's impudence would unsettle the disci- 
pline of a whole ship's company, though every other m;in were 
nn officer, and all tlie rest priests. Ho took up as much roi>ni 
in walking the quarter-deck, as a ninety in wearing; and the 
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triicl: is not driven on Ihe bead of that top -gall ant-maat lia!f as 
liaid as the lial is riveted to Lis head. T!ie fellow lias no 
reverence for a ^leniiaiit ' I inanngcd, in sliifting ]ietinants at 
sunset, to make the fly of the one that came down flap in Itis 
(mpiid^'iit coutitenjiiiec, hy ivay of hint; and he took it as a 
Bntchinan minds a signal — thai is, as a question to he answered 
in the next watch. A little poUsh got on the quartev-dcck of a 
man-of-war would make a philoso]iher of the rogue, and fit him 
for any company, short of heaven ! '' 

" There goes a new boom aloft ! " cried Ludlow, intemipting 
the discursive discourse of tlio master. " He is bent on getting 
in with the BLore.'' 

" If these pu^ come much heavier," rctnmed the master, 
whose opinions of the cLaae vacillated with his professional 
feelings, " we shall have him at our own play, and try the qualities 
of his brigaufine. The sea has a green spot to windward, and 
there are strong symptoms of a squall on the water. One can 
almost see into tlie tipper world, with an air clear as this. Yonr 
northers sweep the mists off America, and leave both sea and 
land bright as a school-boy's face, before the tears have 
dimmed il, after tlie fii'st flogging. You have sailed in the 
soutliem seas, Captain Ludlow, I know ; for we were shipmates 
among Oio islands, years that are past ; but I never heaul 
whether you have run the Gibraltar passi^, and seen the blue 
water that lies ar^^ong the Italy mountains ?" 

"I made a cruise against the Barbary stares, when a lad; 
and we had business that took us. to the northeni shore." 

" Ave 1 'Tis your northern shore I mean ! There is not a 
foot of it all, from the rock at the entrance to the Faro of 
Messina, that eye of mine hath not seen. No want of look-outs 
and land-marks in that quarter ! Here we are close aboard of 
America, which lies some eight or ten les^ies there-away to 
the northward of u?, and some forty astern ; and yet, if it were 
not for our departure, with tiie color of the water, and a 
knowledge of the soundings, one might believe himself in the 
middle of the Atlantic Many a good ship plumps upoQ 
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America before she knows where she is going ; while in yon sea, 
you may nin for a mountnin, with its sije in full view, four-atid- 
twenty hours on a stieteh, before you see the town at its fgut." 

" Nature lias compensateil for the difference, iu ddeiiUinj; the 
approach to this coast by the Gulf Sti'eam, with its floating 
weeds and different temperature ; while the lend may fcc-l its 
way in the darkest night, for no roof of a house is more gradual 
than the ascent of this shore, from a hundred fathoms to a 
sandy beach." 

" 1 said many a good ship, Captain Ludlow, and not good 
navigator. — No — no — your thorough-bred knows the difference 
between green water and the blue, as well as between a 
hand-lead and tlie deep sea. But I remember to have missed 
an observation, once, when running fur Genoa, before a mistraiL 
There was a Ukelihood of making our hind-fall iu tlia night, and 
the greater the need of knowing the ship's position. I have 
often thought, Sir, that the ocean was hke human life, — a blind 
track for all that is ahead, and none of the clearest as respects 
that which has been passed over. Many a man funs headlong 
to his own destruction, and many a ship steere for a reef nnder 
a press of canvas. To-morrow is a fog, into which none of us 
can see ; and even the pi'cseut time is little better than thick 
weather, into which we look without getting much infonnation. 
"Well, as I was otsec^-ing, hei'e lay our cowse, with the wind as 
near aft as need be, blowing much as at present; for your 
French mistrail has a femily hkoness to the American norther. 
We had the mMu-top-gallant-sml set, without studding-sails, for 
we began to tliink of the deep bight in which Genoa is stowed, 
and the sun had dipped more than an hour. As our good 
fortune would have it, clouds and mistrails do not agi'ee long, 
and we got a clear horizon. Here lay a mount^n of snow, 
northerly, a httls west, and there lay anoUicr, southerly with 
easting. The best ship in Queen Aime's navy could not liave 
fetched either in a day's run, yet there we saw them, aspliunlyas 
if anchored under their lee I A look at the chart soon save 
us an insight into our situation. The liret were the Alps, as 
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tliey call ttem, being aa I suppose the French for apes, of whieh 
there are no Joiilrt plijnty in those regions ; and the otJier were 
the highlands of Coi-siea, botli being as white, in TOidsiimmer, 
as, file hiiir of a man of fourscore. You see, Sir, we Lad only 
to stt the two, by conipa,ss, to know, within a league or two, 
where we were. So we ran till miilnight, and hove-to ; iu the 
morning we tooi tJie light to feel for our haven ." 

"The biigantine ia gybing again!" cried Ludlow. "He is 
detenuiiied to shoa! his water !" 

The master glanced an eye around the horizon, and then 
jiointed steadily towards the north. Ludlow observed the 
gesture, and, turning his head, he was at no loss to read its 
niciuiiiig. 
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I'll be Willi y.in ngiln." 



Although it is contrary to the apparent eiideiice of oni 
sense.?, thore is no trutti more certain tlian tliat tSie cotu'se of mosi 
gales of wind comes from the leeward. The effects of a tempest 
shall be felt for hours, at a point that is seemingly near its 
termination, before they are witnessed at another that ap[jeara 
to be nearer its source. Experience has also shown that a storm 
is more destructive at or near its place of actual commeneeioent, 
than at that whence it may seem to come. The easterly gales 
that so often risit the coasts of the repnhlic, commit their 
ra\-ages in t!ie bays of reiiLisylv-ania and Virginia, or along the 
sounds of the CaTOlinas, Loui's before their existence is known in 
the states further east ; and the same wind which is a tempest 
at ilatteras, becomes softened to a breeze near the Peuoljscot. 
There is, however, little mystery in this apparent pjienomenon. 
The vacuum which has been created in the air, and which 
is the origin of all winds, must be filled firat from the nearest 
stores of the atmosphere ; and as each region contributes 
to produce the equihfarium, it must, in return, receive othersup- 
plies fiom those which lie beyond. Were a given quantity of 
water to be suddenly abstracted from tlie sea, the empty space 
would be replenished by a ton'cut from the nearest suiToundiiig 
fluid, whose level would be restored in succession, by supplies 
that were less and less violently contributed. Were the abstrac- 
tion made on a shoal, or near the land, the flow would be 
the gieafest from that quarter where tlie fluid had the greatest 
force, and with it would consequently come the current. 
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a affinity between the two fluids, 
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he well lino\v3 that the one which presents the most iisible,aiid 
to a landsman much the most formidahle object of apprehension, 
is but the instrument of the unseen and powerful agent that 
heaps the water Ott his path. 

It is in consequence of this difference in power, and of the 
mystery that envelops the wotkings of the atmosphere, that, in 
all ages, seamen have been the subjects of superstitjon in respect 
to the winds. There is always more or less of the dependency 
of ignorance, iii the manner with which they have regarded the 
changes of that fickle elemeni Even the mariners of our own 
times are not exempt from this weakness. The thoughtless 
-ship-boy is reproved if his whistle be heard in the howling of 
tlie gjile; and the officer sometimes betrays a feeling of uneasi- 
ness, if at such a moment he should witness any violation of the 
received opinions of bis profession. He finds himself in the 
eituation of one whose earn have drunk in legends of superna- 
tural appearances, which a better instruction has taught him to 
pondcmn ; and who, when placed in situations to awaken their 
recollection, finds the necessity of drawing mxin his reason, lo 
quiet emotions that he might hesitate to acknowledge. 

When Trysail directed the attention of his young commandei 
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to the heavens, however, it was more with the intelligence of ao 
exi.ierieaeed inariner than with any of ths sensations to ivhich 
allusion has just heen maUe. A elonil liad suddenly aj^peared 
on the water, and lonif ragged portions of the vapor wei'e point- 
ing from it, in a mannei' to give it what seaniau term a windy 
appearance. 

" We shall have more than we want with this canvas !" said 
fho master, aftei' botJi he and his commander had stv.dieil the 
appearance of the wist for a sufficient time. " That fellow is a 
mortal enemy of lofty sails ; he hires to see notliiug but naked 
sticks up in his neighborhood !'' 

" I should think his appearance will force the brigantine to 
shorten sail," returned tlie Captain. " We will hpld-on to the 
last, while he must begin to take in soon, or the squall will come 
upon him too fast for a light-handed I'essel." 

" 'Tia a cruiser's advantage ! yet the rogne shows no signs of 
lowering a single cloth !" 

" We will look to our own spars," said Ludlow, turning to 
the lieutenant of the watch, " Call the people np, Sir, and see 
all ready for yonder cloud." 

The order was succeeded by th^ customary hoai'se summons 
of the boatswain, who prefaced the effort of his lungs by a long, 
shrill winding of Uis call, above the hatchways of tlie ship. 
The cry of " all hands shorten sail, ahoy 1" soon brought the 
crew from the depths of the vessel to her upper deck. Each 
trained seaman silently took his station ; and after die rojies 
were cleared, and the few necessary preparations made, all stood 
in attentive silence, awaiting the sounds that might ne:;t pro- 
ceed from the trumpet, which the fii'st-lieutenant had now 
assumed in person. 

The superiority of sailing, which a ship fitted for war possesses 
over one emiiloyed in commerce, proceeds from a variety of 
causes. The first is in the construction of the hull, which in 
the one is as jiistly fitted as the art of na^'al architecture will 
allow, to the double purposes of speed lUid buoyancy ; while in 
die other, the desire of gain indnces gi'eat sacrificeH of these 
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important objects, in order that the vessel maybe burdensome. 
Next comes the difference in the rig, which is not only more 
square, but more lofty, in a ship of war than, in a trader; 
because the gi'eater foi'ce of the crew of the foiiiier enables them 
to manage both spars and sails that are tar heavier than any 
ever used in the latter. Then comes tlie greater ability of the 
cruiser to make and shorten sail, since a ship manned by one or 
two hundred men may safely profit by the breeze to the last 
moment, while one manned by a dozen often loses hours of a 
favorable wind, from the weakness of her crew. This explana- 
tion will enable the otherwise uninitiated reader to understand 
the reasons why Ludlow had hoped the coming squall would aid 
bis designs on the chase. 

To express ourselves in nautical language, " the Coquette held 
on to the last.'' Ragged streaks of vapor were whirling about 
in the air, within a fearful proximity to the lofty and hght sails, 
and the foam on the wafer had got so near tho ship as already 
to efface her wake ; when Ludlow, who had watched the pro- 
gress of the cloud with singular coolness, made a sign to his 
subordinate that the proper instant had anived. 

" In, of all I" shouted through the ti'umpet, was the only 
command necessary ; for officers and crew were well instructed 
in Iheir duty. 

The words had no sooner quitted the lips of the lieutenant, 
than the steady roar of the sea was drowned in the flapping of 
canvas. Tacks, sheets, and halyards went together ; and, in 
less than a minute, the cruiser showed naked spars and whistling 
ropes, where so lately had been seen a cloud of snow-white 
cloth. All her steering sails came in together, and the lofty 
canvas was furled to her top-sails. The latter still stood, and 
the vessel received the weight of the little tempest on their 
broad surfaces. The gallant ship sfjxid the shock nobly ; but, 
as tlie wind came over the taffrail, its force had far less influ- 
ence on the hull than on the other occasion already described. 
The danger, now, was only for her spars ; and these were saved 
by the watchful, though bold, vjg^anceof her captain. 
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Ludlow was no sooner certain that the cruiser felt the forue 
of tie wind, and to gain tbia assurance needed but a few 
moments, tlian he turned his eager look on the biigantine. To 
the surprise of all who ivitnessed her temerity, the Watei^ Witch 
still showed all her light smls. Swiftly as the sliip was now 
drjyen through the water, its velocity was greatly outstri]iped 
by that of the wind. Tlie signs of the passing squall were 
abeady visible on* tlie sea, for half the distance between the two 
vessels ; and still the chase showed no consciousness of its 
approach. Her commander had evidently studied its effects on 
the Coquette ; and he awmted the shock with the coolness of 
one accustomed to depend on his own resources, and able to 
estimate the force with which he had to contend. 

"If he hold-on a minute longer, he will get more than he can 
bear, and away will go a!! his kites, like smoke from the 
muzzle of a gun r muttered Trysail. "Ah! there come down 
hia studding-sails — iia ' settle away the mmnsail — in royal, and 
top-gallant ssul, with tops^l on the cap!-— The rascals are 
nimble as pickpockets in a crowd !'' 

The honest master has sufficiently described the precautions 
taken on board of the brigantine. Nothing was furled ; but as 
everything was hauled up, op lowered, the squall had little to 
waste its fury on. The diminished surfaces of the sails protJscted 
the spars, while the canvas was saved by the aid of cordage. 
After a few momenta of iiause, half-a-dozen men were seen 
busiedin more effectually securing the few upper and hghter sails. 

But though the boldness with which the " Skimmer of the 
Seas " carried sail to the last, was justiHed by the result^ still the 
effects of the increased wind and rising waves on the progress 
of the two vessels grew more sensible. While the httle and low 
brigantine began to labor and roll, the Coquette i-ode the element 
with buoyancy, and conseqnently with less resistance from the 
water. Twenty minutes, during which the force of the wind 
was but httle lessened, brought the cruiser so near the chase, as 
to enable her crew to distinguish most of the smaller objects thai 
were visible above her ridge-ropes. 
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" Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks !" said Ludlow, in an 
nnder tone, the excitement of the chase growing with the hop&j 
of success. "I ask but one half-hour, then shift at jour 
pteure!- 

" Blow, good deril, and you shall hare the cook !" muttered 
Trysail, quoting a very different author. "Another glass will 
bring us within hail." 

" l"he squall is leaving us !" interrupted the captain. " Pacn 
on tiic ship, again, Mr. Lufl", from her trucks to her ridge-ropes I" 

The whistle of the boatswain was j^ain heard at the hateh- 
ways, and the hoarse summons of " all hands make sail, ahoy !" 
once more called the people to iheir stations. The saib were set, 
with a rapidity which nearly equalled the speed with which they 
had been taken in ; and the violence of tl e b eeze w->s scarcely 
off tlie ship, before ite complicated volumes of can -k were 
spread, to cat«li what remained. On the otl er ban 1 the chase, 
even more hardy than the ci-uiser, id not ait tor the end 
of the squall ; but, profiting by the not ee etl en >y the latter, 
the " Skimmer of the Seas " began to sway his yaids aloft while 
the sea was still white with foam. 

" The quick-sighted rogue knows we are done with it," said 
TrysEul ; " and he is getting ready for hb own turn. We gain 
but hide of him, notwithstanding om' muster of hands." 

The fact was too true to be denied, for the brigantine was 
again under all her canvas, before the ship had sensibly profiled 
by her superior physical force. It was at this moment, when, 
perhaps in consequence of the swell on the water, the Coquette 
might have possessed some small advantt^, that the wind sud* 
denly foiled. The squall had been its expiring effoit; and, 
within an hour after the two vessels had again made sail, the 
canvas was flapping agsunst the masts, in a manner to throw 
back, in eddies, a force as great as that it received. The sea 
fell fast, and near the end of the last or forenoon wateh, tho 
surface of the ocean was agitated only by those long undulating 
swells, that seldom leave it enfii'ely without motion. For some 
little time, there were fickle cuirents of air playing in various 
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directions about the ship, but always in sufficient force to urge 
her slowly through the water ; and then, when the equilibrium 
of the element seemed established, there was a total calm, 
Duiing the half-lioiir of the baffling winds, the brigatitine had 
been a gMner, though not enough to caiTy her entirely beyond 
the reach of the cruiser's guns. 

" Haul up the courses !" said Ludlow, when the last breath 
of wind had been felt on the ship, and quitting the giin where 
lie had long stood, watching the movements of the chase, 
" Gel the boats into the water, Mr. Luff, and arm their ccewa." 

The young commander i^ued this order, which needed no 
interpreter to esiplain its object, firmly, but in sadness. His face 
was thoughtful, and his wliole air was that of a man who 
yielded to an imperative but an unpleasant duty. When he 
had spoken, he signed to the attentive alderman and his friend 
to follow, and entered his cabin. 

"Tliere is no alternative," continued Ludlow, as he laid 
the glass wliieh so often that morning had been at liis eye, 
on the table, and threw himself into a chair. " This rover must 
bo seized at every hazard, and here is a favorable occasion 
to carry lum by boarding. Twenty minutes will bring us to Ida 
side, and live more will jiut us in possession ; but -" 

"You think tlie Skimmer is not a man to receive such 
visitors with an old woman's welcome," pithily observed Myn- 
dert, 

"I much mistake the man if he yield so beautiful a vessel 
peacefully. Duty is imperative on a seaman, Aldeiman Van 
Beverout; and much as I lament the circumstance, it must be 
obeyed." 

"I understand you, sir. Capttun Ludlow has two mistresses, 
Queen Anne" and the daughter of old Etienne BarbSrie. He 
fears both. When the debts exceed the means of payment, 
it would seem wise to offer to compound ; and in this case, Her 
Majesty and my niece may be said to stand in case of 
creditors." 

" Tou mistake my m( anini^, sir," smd Ludlow. " There can 
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Ik: no composition between a iaitjiful officer and his duty, noi 
do I auknowledge more than one mistress in my ship— but sea- 
men are little to he tnisted in the moment of success, and with 
their passions awaliened by resistance. Aideiinan Van Beve- 
rout, will you accompany the party, and aer\'e as mediator ?" 

" Pikes and iiand-gi'onades I Am I :i fit subject for mounting 
the sides of a smuggler with a broadsword between my t«eth ! 
If you will put me into the smallest and most peaceable of your 
boats, with a crew of two boys, that I can control with the 
authoiity of a magistrate, and covenant to remain here with 
your three topsaib aback, having always a flag of truce at each 
mast, I will bear the olive-branch to the bingantine, but not 
a word of menace. If report speak true, youi' ' Skimmer of the 
Seas' is no lover of threats, and Heaven forbid that I should do 
violence fo any man's habits ! I will go forth as your turtle- 
dove. Captain Ludlow ; but not one foot will I proceed as your 
(ioUatb." 

"And you equally reftise endeavoring to avert hostililjeaf" 
continued Ludlow, turning his look on the Patroon of Kinder- 

" I am the Queen's subject, and ready to aid in siipporting 
the hwe " quietly returned OlofF Van Staats. 

Pat oon lum d his wat«hfu! friend, "you know not 

! ty yl Ifth w e question of an inroad of Mohawks, 

n -to from th Canadas, the case would be altered ; 

b t th ly a t fl I fferenee concerning a small balance 

th d t ea hich had better bo left to your 

t d at a d tl tl -ild-cats of the law. If Parliament 

li I t t n] tat bef our eyes, let the sin light on their 

1 d Hum nat o is weak, and the vanities of our 

t m so manj nd lenfs to ovcrbok um'easonable regu- 

I t n I th f t is belter to remain in peace on 

boa d th 1 p wl u characters will be as safe as oui 

bones, and trust to Providence for what will happen." 

" I am the Queen's subject, ami ready to uphold her dignity," 
repeated Oloff. fii'mlv. 
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"I will trust you, sir,'' said Ludlow, taking his rival by 
the arm, aud leading him into his own state-room. 

The conference was soon ended, aud a midshipman shortly 
after reported that the boats were ready for service. The master 
was next smnmoned to the cabin, and admitted to the piivate 
apartment of his commander. Ludlow then proceeded to 
the d«ck, where he made the final dispositions for the attack. 
The ship was left in ehai'ge of Mr. Luff, with an injunction 
to profit by any breeze that might offer, to draw as near as pos- 
sible to the chase. Trvsail was placed in the launch at the 
head of a strong party of boarders. Van Staats of Kinderhook 
was provided with tlie yawl, manned only by its customary 
crew ; while Ludlow entered liiS own bai^e, which contained 
its usual complement, though the aims that lay in the 
stem-sheets sufticiently showed that they were prepared for 

The launch being the soonest ready, and of much the heaviest 
movement, was the first to quit the side of the Coquette. The 
master steered directly for the becalmed and motionless brigan- 
tine. Ludiow took a more circuitous course, apparently with 
an intention of causing such a diversion as might distract 
the attention of the crew of the smuggler, and witli the view of 
reaching the point of attack at the same moment with the boat 
that contained his principal force. The yawl also inclined from 
the strmght hne, steering as much on one side as the barge 
diverged on the other. In this manner the men pulled 
in silence for some twenty minutes, — the motion of the larger 
boat, which was heavily charged, being slow and difficult. At the 
end of this period, a signal was made from the barge, when all 
the men ceased rawing, and prepared themselves for the stnig- 
gle. The launch was within pistol shot of the brigantine, and 
dire tly h be m tl awl had gained her head, whore 
Van bttfKJlk s studying the malign e^fpression 
of fh w h te est that seemed to increase as 

his lu a h t I m cited ; and Ludlow on the quarter 
oppos to th I 1 was examining the condition of the 
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oLase by the aid of a glass. Trysail profited by the pause 
to address his followers : 

" This is an expedition in boats," commenced the Accurate 
and circumstantial master, " made in smooth water, with httle, 
or one may say no wind, in the month of June, and on the 
coast of North America. You are not such a set of kaow- 
iiothings — men, as to suppose the launch has been hoisted out, 
and two of the oldest, not to say besf seamen, on the quarter- 
ileck of Her Majesty's ship, ha*e gono in boats, without the 
intention of doing something more than to ask the names 
and character of the brig in sight. The smallest of the young 
gentlemen might have done that duty, as well as the captain or 
myself. It is the belief of those who are best informed that the 
stranger who baa the impudence to lie quietly within long range 
of a royal cruiser, without showing his colors, is neither more 
nor less than the lamous ' Skimmer of the Spas,' a man against 
whose seamanship I will say nothing, but who has none of the 
best reputation for honesty, as respects the Queen's revenue. 
No doubt jou have heard many extraordinary accounts of the 
exploits of this rover, some of which seem to insinuate that 
the fellow Lis a private understanding with those who mans^ 
their transactions in a less religious manner than it may be sup- 
posed is done by the bench of bishops. But what of that ? Ym 
are hearty Englishmen, who know what belongs to church and 
state ; and d— e you are not the boys to be frightened by 
a htOe witchcraft (cheer). Aye, that is inteUi^ble mid I'eason- 
able language, and such as satisfies me you understand tlie sub- 
ject I shall say no more than just to add, tliat Captain Lud- 
low desires there may be no indecent language, nor for that 
matter any rough treatment of the people of the briganfino, over 
and above the knocking on the head and cutting of throats that 
may be necessary to take her. In this particular you will tiij;e 
example by me, who, being older, have more experi-, iice than 
most of you, and who, in all reason, should better know when 
and where to show his manhood. Lay about you like men 
so long as the free-trade re staud to their quartera — butroniomber 
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rneng- iu the hour of victoiy I You will on no siceount ontoi- ihe 
dliiiis ; on this head my orders are explicit, anil I shiill make no 
more of throwing the man into the sea who dares to transgn^ss 
l.hom, tJian if he were a dead Frenchman; and as ire now 
dearly imderstand each other, and know our dnty so well, 
them I'emains no more than to do it, I liave said nothing 
oi" the ])riaa-m;)nBy (a cheer), seeing you nva men that love the 
Queen and h-'r honor more tJiau lucre (a cheer) ; but this mrich 
I can safely promise, that there will he the iBual division 
(a cheer), and sia there is httle douht hut tlie rogues have driven 
a profitable trade, why tlie sum total is likely to be no trifle." 
[Three hearty cheers.] 

llie report of a pistol from the barge, which was immediately 
followed by a gun from the cniiser, whose shot came whistling 
between the masts of the Wator- Witch, was the signal to resort 
to the ordinary means of victoiy. The ma'^ter cheered in his 
turn ; and in a full, steady, and deep voice, he gave the order 
to " pul! away !" At the same instant, the barge and yawl were 
seen idrancing fowtrds the object of their common attack, with 
a \elocity that promised to hnng the cunt to a speedy i^sue 

Throughout till nhjlo of the ]repai'*tLons m and about the 
Cjquetie, sinct, th moment when the bieeze fiikd nothmg 
hid been seen of the etew of the liimantme The be-nitihil 
fabnc lay rollmg on the heading and settiii^' watti'a, but no 
humin form ipj^ieared to uintiol htr mo\(.m nts, oi to make 
he arrangements that seemed so necessary for her defence 
riip sails contmued hanging as thev hid been left, by tlm breeze, 
and the hull nas floating at the will of the waves. Tins deep 
quiet was undisturbed by the approach of the boats ; and if the 
desperate indindual who was known to command the free- 
trader had any intentions of lesi'ttanu , they had lx;en entirely 
hid from the long and ra\ious gaae of Ludlow. Even the 
shouts, and the dishing ot theoirbon the water, when the boats 
commenced their final advance, produced no change on tlie 
deck of the chase ; though the commander of tlio Coquette saw 
her head-yards slowly and steadily changing thar direction. 
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Uncertain of the object ot llus movement, he rose on the seat of 
his boat, and, waiing hh h^t, cheered the men to gi'eater 
exertion. The targe had got within a hundred feet of the 
broadside of the bngantim. when the whtle of hev wide folds 
ofcanvaa were seen an elling outwaids The exquisitely-ordered 
maehinery of spars saili ind rigging bowed towards the bavge, 
as in the act of agraceful leave taking ind the light hull ghded 
aliead, leaving the boat to plough through the empty space which 
it had just occupied. There needed no second look to assure 
Ludlow of the inefficacy of further pursuit, since the sea was 
already ruffled by the breeze which had so opportunely coma 
to aid the smuggler. He agned to Trysail fo desist ; and both 
stood looking, with disappointed eyes, at the white and bubbling 
streak which was left by the wake of the fugitive. 

But while the Wafer- Witch left the boats, commanded by 
the captain and master of the Queen's cruiser, behind her, she 
steered directly on the courae that was necessary to bring her 
soonest in contact with th? yawl. For a few moments, the 
crew of the latter believed it was their own advance that 
brought them so rapidly near their object; and when the 
midshipman who steered the boattliseovered his error, it was 
only in season to prevent the swift brigantine from passing over 
his little baj'k. He gave the yawl a wide sheer, and called to 
his men to pull for their lives. Oloff Van Staats had placed 
himself at tha head of the boat, armed with a hanger, and with 
every faculty too intent on the expected attack, to heed a 
danger that was acai'cely intelli^ble to one of his habits. As 
the brigantine ghded past, he saw her low channels bending 
towards the water, and, with a powerful effoi-t, he leaped into 
them, shouting a soi't of war-cry in Dutch. At the nest instant 
he threw his large frame over the bulwai'k, and disappeaiwi on 
the deck of the smuggler. 

When Ludlow cai^ed his boats fo assemble on the spot 
which the chase had so lately occupied, he saw that the fruitless 
espedition had been attended by no other casualty than the 
involuntary abduction of the Patroon of Einderhook. 
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CHArTER XXII. 



Men- are as much indebted to a fortuitous concurrence of 
circumstances, for tlie characters they sustain in this world, as to 
thoir personal qualities. The same truth is applicable to the 
reputations of ships. The properties of a vessel, like those of an 
individual, may have their influence on her good or evil fortune; 
still, something is due to the accidents of life in both. Although 
the breeze which came so opportunely to the aid of the Water- 
Witch, soon filled the sails of the Coquette, it caused no change 
in the opinions of her crew concerning the fortunes of that ship ; 
while it served to heighten the reputation which t]ie " Skimmer 
of the Seas" had already obtained, as a mariner who was more 
than fevored by happy chances, in the thousand emergencies of 
his hazardous profession. Trysail himself shook his head, in a 
manner that expressed volumes, when Ludlow vented his humor 
on what the young man termed the luck of the smuggler; and 
the crews of the boats gazed after the retiring brigantine, as the 
inhabitants of Japan would now most probably regard the 
passage of some vessel propelled by steam. As Mr. LuiF was 
not neglectful of his duty, it was not Jong before the Coquette 
approached her boats. The delay occasioned by hoisting in the 
latter enabled the chase to ineieaso the space between the two 
vessels to such a distance as to place her altogether beyond the 
reach of shot. Ludjow, however, gave his orders to pursue, the 
moment the ship was ready ; and he hiisteiied to conceal bis 
disappointment in his own cabin. 

"Luck is a merchant's surplus, while a living profit is the 
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reward of his wits !" oTjserved Alderman Van Bevcrout, who 
could scarce conceal the satisfaction he felt at the unexpected 
and repeated escapes of the brigantine. " Many a man gains 
dpubloons, when he only looked for dollars ; and many a 
maj'ket fells while the goods are in the course of clearance. 
There are Frenchmen enough, Captsun Ludlow, to keep a brave 
officer in good-humor; and tlie less reason to fret about a 
trifling mischance in overhauhng a smu^ler." 

" I ka )w not how highly you may prize your niece, Mr. Van 
ISeverout ; but were I the uncle of such a woman, the idea that 
she had become the infetuated victim of the arts of yon reck- 
less villain, would madden me !" 

" Paroxysms and sti'ait jackets ! Happily you are not her 
uncle, Captain Ludlow, and therefore the less reason to be uneasy. 
The girl has a French fancy, and she is rummaging the smug- 
gler's silks and laces ; when her choice is miide, we shall have 
her back again, more beautiful than ever, for a httle finery." 

" Choice ! Oh, Alida, Alida ! this is not the election that we 
had reason to expect from thy cultivated mind and proud senti- 
ments 1" 

" The cultivation is my work, and the pride is an inheritance 
from old Etienne de Barbaric," drily rejoined Myndert "But 
complaints never lowered a market nor raised the funds. Let 
us send for the Patroon, and take counsel coolly, as to the easi- 
•.•st manner of finding our way back to the Lust in Bust, before 
Her Majesty's ship gets too far from tlie coast of America." 

" Thy pleasantry is unseasonable. Sir. Your Patroon is gone 
with your niece, and a pleasant passf^e they are likely to enjoy 
in such company! We lost Iiim, in the expedition with our 

ITie Alderman stood aghast. 

" Lost :— Oloff Van Staats lost, in the expedition of the 
boats! Evil betide the day when that discreet and affluent 
youth should be lost to the colony ! Sir, you know not what 
vou utter when you hazard so I'aah an opinion. The dcatli of 
the young Patroon of Kinderhook would render one of the best 
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and most substantial of our &iiu]ies eitinct, and leave the third 
beat estate in the Province without a direct heir!" 

" The calamity is not so overwhelming," returned the captMn, 
with hittemesa. " The gentleman has boarded the smuggler, and 
gone with la belle Barh^rie to esamine his silks and laces!" 

Ludlow then explained the manner in which the Pati'oon had 
disappeared. When perfectly assured that no bodily haiiu had 
befallen his friend, the satisfaction of the Aldeiman was quite as 
vivid as his consternation had been apparent but the moment 
before. 

" Gone with la belle Barbferie, to examine silks and laces I" 
he repeated, rubbing his hands together, in delight. " Aye, there 
.the blood of my old friend Stephanus begins to show itself! 
Your true Hollander is no mercurial Frenchman, to beat his 
head and make giimaces at a shift in the wind, or a woman's 
frown ; nor a bhistering EngUshman (you are of the colony 
yourself, young gentleman) to swear a big oath and swagger; 
but, as you see, a quiet, pei'severing, and, in the mmn, an 
active son of old Batavia, who watches his opportunity, and 
goes into the very presence of " 

" Whom ?" — demanded Ludlow, perceiving that the Alder- 
man had paused. 

" Of his enemy ; seeing that all the enemies of the Queen 
are necessarily the enemies of every loyal subject Bravo, 
young Oloff ! thou art a lad after my own heail, and no doubt 
— no doubt — fortune will favor the brave ! Had a Hollander a 
proper footing on tliis earth. Captain Cornelius Ludlow, wo 
should hear a different tale concerning the right to the Narrow 
Seas, and indeed to most other questions of commerce." 

Ludlow rose with a bitter smile on his face, though with no 
ill feehng towai'ds the man whose exultation was so natural. 

" Mr. Van Staats may have reason to congratulate himself on 
his good fortune," he said, " though I much mistake if even his 
enterprise will succeed, against the wiles of one so artful, and of 
on appearance so gay, as the man whose guc«t he has now 
become. Let the caprice of others be what it may. Alderman 
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Van Beverout, my duty must be done. ITie smuggler, aided 
by cliaiice and artifice, has thrice escaped me ; fie fourth time, 
it may be our fortune. If this ship pcssosses the power to 
destroy tlie lawless rover, let him look to his fate I" 

With this menace on his li^is, LndSow quitted the catiit, tc 
resume his station on the dect, and to renew his unwearied 
watching of the movements of the chase. 

The change in the wind was alt^^ther in fevor of the 
brigantine. It brought her to windward, and was the means of 
placing the two vessels in positions that enabled the Water- 
Witeh to profit the most by her peculiar construction. Con- 
sequently, when Ludlow reached his post, he saw that the swift 
and light craft had trimmed everything close upon the wind, 
and that she was already so far ahead, as to render the chances 
of bringing her ^ain within range of his guns almost despe- 
rate ; unless, indeed, some of the many vicissitudes, so common 
on the ocean, should interfere in his behalf. There remained 
little else to be done, therefore, but to crowd every sail on the 
Coquette that the ship would bear, and to endeavor to keep 
within sight of the chase, during the hours of darkness which 
must so shortly succeed. But before the sun had fallen to the 
level of the water, the hull of the Water-Witch had disappeared ; 
and when the day closed, no part of her airy outiine was visible 
but that which was known to belong to her npper and lighter 
spars. In a few minutes afterwai'ds darkness covered the ocean ; 
and the seamen of die royal cruiser were left to pursue their 
object at random. 

How tar the Coquette had run during the night does not 
appear, but when her commander made lus appearance on the 
following morning, his long and anxious gaze met no other 
reward than a naked horizon. On every side, the sea presented 
the same waste of water. No object was visible, but the sea- 
fowl wheeling on his wide wing, and the summits of the irregular 
and green billows. Throughout that and many succeeding days, 
the cruiser continued to plough the ocean, sometimes running 
'arge, with everything opened to the breeze that the wide booms 
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would spread, and, at others, pikhing and laboring with adverse 
winds, as if bsnt on prevailing over the obstacles which oven 
nature presented to her progress, llie head of the worthy 
Aldeiman had got completely turned; and thonghlic patiently 
awaited the result, before the week was ended, he knew not 
even the direction in whicli tho ship was steeling. At length 
he had. reason to believe that the end of theit cruise approached.' 
The efforts of the seamen were observed to relax, and the ship 
was permitted to pursue her course under easier sail. 

It was past meridian, on one of those days of moderate exer- 
tion, that Frangois was seen stealing from below, and staggering 
from gun to gun, to a place in the centre of the ship, where he 
habitually took the air, in good weather, and where he might 
dispose of his pei'son, equally without presuming too far on the 
good-nature of his superior, and without courting too much 
intimacy with the coarser herd, who composed the common 

"Ah!" exclaimed the valet, addressing his rerbark to the 
midshipman who has already been mentioned by the name of 
Hopper — ^"Toili la terre ! Quel bonheur! I shall be so 
happy — le batiment be tvop agreable, mais vous savez. Monsieur 
Aspirant, que je ne suis point roaiin^WLat bo le nom du 
pays?" 

"They call it France," returned the boy, who undei'stood 
enough of the other's language to comprehend his meaning ; 
" and a veiy good country it is — for thosiu that hke it." 

" Ma foi, non !" — exclaimed Francois, recoiling a pace between 
amaji»ment and delight. 

"Call it Holland, then, if you prefer that country most" 

"Dites-moi, Monsieur Hoppair," continued the valet, laying 
a trembhng linger on the arm of the remorseless young rogue ; 
" est^ce la France f ' 

" One would think a man of your observation could tell that 
for himseE Do you not see the church-tower, with a chateau 
in the background, and a village built in a heap, by its side ) 
Now look into yon wood ! There is a walk, straight aa a ship's 
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wake in smooth water, aiid one— two — tliree — aye, eleven sta- 
tues, with just one nose among tliem all !" 

" Ma foi — dere is not no wood, and no ctateau, and no vil- 
liigo, and no statue, and no nose, — mais, Monsieur, je suis 3^ — 
oet-ce la France V 

" Oh, yon miss nothing by having an indifferent sight, for I 
shall esplsun it all, as we go along. You see yonder hill-ado, 
looking like a pattem-oard, of green and yellow stri]ies, or a sig- 
nal book, Willi the flags of all nations, placed side by side — well, 
that is — les champs ; and fliis beautiful wood, with all the 
branches trimmed till it looks hke so many raw marines at drill, 
is— la for6t " 

The credulity of the warm-hearted valet could swallow no 
more ; but, assuming a look of commiseratJon and dignity, he 
drew back, and left the young tyro of the sea to enjoy his joke 
with a companion who just then joined him. 

In the meantime, the Coquette continued to advance. The 
ih&tean, and churches, and villages, of the midshipman, soon 
changed into a low sandy beach, with a baekgi'ound of stunted 
pines, relieved here and there by an opening, in which appeared 
the comfortable habitation and numerous out-buildings of some 
substantia! yeoman, or occasionally embellished by the residence 
of a country proprietor. Towards noon, the crest of a hill rose 
from the sea ; and, just as the sun set behind the bai'rier of 
mountain, the ship passed the sandy cape, and anchored at the 
spot that she had quitted when first joined by her comnijtnder 
after his visit to the brigantine. The vessel was soon moored, 
the light yards were struck, and a boat was lowered into the 
water. Ludlow and the Alderman then descended tiie side, and 
proceeded towai'ds the mouth of the Shrewsbury. Although it 
was nearly dark before they had reached the shore, there re- 
mained light enongh to enable the former to discover an object 
of unusual appearance floating in the bay, and at no great dis- 
tance from the direction of his barge. He was led by curiosity 
to steer for iL 

"Cruisers and Water-Wilclies!'' muttered Myndert, when 
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they were nesir enough to perceive the nature of the floating ob- 
ject. " That brazen hussy haunts ns, as if we had robbed her 
of gold ! Let ns set fixit on land, and nothing short of a depu- 
tation from the City Councii shall ever tempt me to wander 
from my own abode again !" 

Ludlow shifted the helm of the boat, and resumed his coutse 
towards the river. He required no explanation, to teU him more 
of the nature of the artifice by which he had been duped. The 
nicely-baLanced tub, the npright spar, and fbe extjnguiahed 
lant«m, with the features of the female of the maUgn smile traced 
on its horn faces, reminded him, at once, of the false light by 
which the Coquette had been lured from her course, on the 
night she sailed in pursuit of the brigautine. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

^nghrcr, and Jhe heir of bi^ kin 



When Alderman V^n Btieiout ind Lndliwdiew neartullie 
Lust in Eiiat, it waa -ili dy d ulv Ni_,lit h id ovortaltc-n tliem 
at some distance from iha place ot landing ^nd the mountain 
already threw its ah dow acro=s the ruer the ninrow stiip uf 
laiid that sep;irated jt fmm the aca, and fn upon the ocean it- 
kW. Neithci' h:id an opport\mit} ot m iLing his observations on 
the condition of things la ind about the mIIi until they ascend- 
ed nearly to ife le\cl, ind hid even enteicd t]ie naiTow but 
fragrant lawn in iU fioiiL Just befoie thej arrived at tlie gate 
which opened on the latter, the Alderman paused, and addressed 
his companion, wifjh more of the manner of their ancient confi- 
dence, than he had manifested diiniig the few preceding days 
of their intercourse. 

" You must have obsened, that tJie events of this little excur- 
sion on the water have been rather of a domestic than of a pub- 
lic character," he said. " Thy fathei' was a vcjt ancient and 
much-esteemed fiiend of mine, and I am far from eertjiiu that 
tliere is not some aflinity between us, in the way of intermar- 
riages. Thy worthy mother, who is a thrifty woman and u 
small talker, had some of the blood of my own stock. It would 
grieve me to see the good nndoKtanding, which these recollec- 
tions have created, in any manner intenupted. I adinit, Sir, 
that revenue is to the state what the soul is to the body,— the 
moving and governing principle ; and fliat, as the last wonid be 
a tenantiess house without its inhabitants, so the first would be 
an exacting and troublesome master without its projier | 
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But there is 110 need of piisliing a principle to extremities ! If 
this brigaiitine be, as jou appear to suspect, and indeed as ive 
have some reason from various causes to infer, the vessel called 
the Water- Witch, she might have been a legal prize had she 
fallen info your power; but now that she has escaped, I cannot 
say what may be your intentions ; but were thy excellent fiither, 
Uie worthy member of the King's Council, living, so discreet a 
man would think much before he opened his lips, to say more 
than is discreet, on this or any other subject" 

" Whatever course I may beheve my duly dictates, yon may 
safely rely on my discretion concerning the— the remarkable — 
the very decided step which your niece has seen proper to take," 
returned the young man, who did not make this allusion to Ahda 
without beti'aying, by the tremor of his voice, how great was her 
influence still over him. " I see no necessity of violating the 
domestic feelings to which you allude, by dcbng to feed the eai^ 
of the idly curious with the narrative of her errors," 

Ludlow stoi^pcd suddenly, leaving the uncle to infer what ho 
would wish to add. 

"This is goni^rous, and manly, and like a loyal — lover. Cap- 
tain Ludlow," returned the Alderman ; " though it is not ex- 
actly what I intended to suggest. We will not, however, mul- 
tiply words in the night air — ha ! when the cat is aslec]), the 
mice are seen to play ! Tliose uightr riding, howe-racing blatis 
have taken possession of Alida's pavilion; and wo maybe tlunik- 
ful the poor girl's nxims are not as large as Harlaem Common, 
or we should hear the feet of some hard-driven beast galloping 
about in them." 

Tlie Alderman, in his turn, cut short bis speech, and start;ed 
as if one of the spukes of the colouy had suddenly presented 
ilsolf to his eyes. His language diew the l.jok of his companion 
towards la Cour des F6cs ; and Ludlow, at the same moment 
as the uncle, caught au unequivocal view of la belle Barberie, 
as she moved before the open window of ber apartment. The 
latter was about to rush forwai'd, but tlie hand of Myiidcrt 
Lirrested the impetuous movement. 
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" Heifl is more matter for our wits than our legs," observed 
the cool and prudent burjjher. " That was the form of my ward 
aud niece, or the daug!it«r of old Etienne Barberie has a double. 
— Francis ! didst thou not see the image of a woman at the 
window of th<! pai-iliou, or are we deceived by our wishes ? I 
have sometimes been deluded iu an unaccountable manner, 
Captain Ludlow, when my mind has been thoroughly set on tho 
baigain, in the quality of the goods ; for the most liberal of us 
all are subject to mental weakness of this nature, when hope is 

" Ceiiaincmeiit, oui !" exclaimed the cagi;r valet. " Quel 
malheur to be obligfe to go on la mer, when Mam'selle Alide 
nevmr quit la maison ! J'etais sur, que nous nous trompions, car 
jamais la tiuniile de Barbfene love to he mafins T' 

" Enough, good Francis ; the family of Barberie is as eaHhy 
as a fox. Go and notify the idle rogues in my kitchen, that 
their master is at hand ; and remember, that there is no neces- 
sity for speaking of all the wonders we have seen on the great 
deep. Captain Ludlow, we will now join my dutiful niece with 
as little fi'acas as possible." 

Ludlow eagerly accepted the invitation, and instantly followed 
the dogmatical and seemingly unmoved Alderman towai'ds the 
dwelling. As the lawn was crossed, they involuntarily paused 
a moment to look in at the open windows of the panlion. 

La belle Barbeiie had ornamented la Couc des F6es with a 
portion of that national taste which she -inherited fi'om her 
father. ITie heavy magnificence that distinguished the reign of 
Louis XrV., had scarcely descended to one of the middhng 
rank of Monsieur de Barberie, who had consequently brought 
with him to the place of his exile, merely those tasteful usages 
which appear almost exclusively tlie property of the people from 
whom he had sprung, without the encumbrance and cost of the 
more pretending fashions of the period. These usages had 
become blended with tlie more domestic and comfortable habits of 
Enghsh, or what is nearly tho same thing, of American life— an 
union which, when it is found, perhaps produces the most just 
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and happy medium of the useful and agreeable. Aiida was. 
seated by a small table of mahogany, deeply absorbed in the 
contents of » iittSe volume that lay before hrx 13y her side 
stood a tea-service, the cups and the vessels of wliich were of 
tiie diminutive size then used, though exquisitely wrought and 
of the most beautiful material. Her dress was a uegligi'e suited 
to her yeai's ; and her whole figure breathed that air of comfoit, 
mingled with grace, which seems to be the proper quality of 
the sex, and which renders the privacy of an elegaut woman so 
attractive and peculiar. Her mind was intent on the book, and 
the Httle silver nm hissed at her elbow, appaiijutly unheeded. 

"This is the picture I have ioved to draw," haif-whispered 
Ludlow, " when gales and storms have kept me on the deck, 
throughout many a dreary and tempestuous night! When 
body and mind have been impatient of fatigue, this is the 
repose I have most coveted, and for which I have even dared 
to hope !" 

" The China trade will come to something, in time, and you 
are an excellent judge of comfoil. Master Ludlow," returned 
the Alderman. "That girl now has a warm glow on her 
cheek, which would seem to swear she never faced a breeze in 
her life ; and it b not easy to fancy that one who looks so com- 
fortable has lately been froheking among the dolphins.— Let us 

Alderman Van Beverout was not accustomed to use much 
ceremony in his visits to his niece. WitJiout appearing to 
think any announcement necessary, therefore, the dogmatical 
burgher coiJly opened a door, and ushered his companion into 
the jiarilion. 

If the meeting between la belle Alida and her guests was 
distinguished by the affected indifference of the latter, their 
eeeming ease was quite equalled by that of the lady. She laid 
aside her book with a calmness that might have been expected 
liad they parted but an hour before, and which sufBcicntly 
assured both Ludlow and her uncle that their return was known 
and their presence espected. She simply arose at their entrance. 
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nrii) witli a smile that betokened breeding ratber thaii feeling, 
she requested tbem to be sealed. The composure of his niece 
had the effect to throw the Aldei-man into a brown study, while 
the young sailor scarcely knew which to admire the most, the 
exceeding loveliness of a woman who was always so beautiful, 
or her admirable self-possession in a scene that most others 
would has'e found sufficiently embarrassing. Alida, hereelf, 
appeared to feel no necessity for any explanation ; for, when her 
guests were seated, she took occasion to say, while busied in 
pouring out the tea — 

" You find me prepared to offer the refreshment of a cup of 
delicious bohea. I think my uncle calls it the tea of the Caer- 
narvon Castle." 

"A lucky ship, both in her passives and her wares ! Yes, it 
is the article you name ; and I can recommend it to all who 
wish to purchase. But, niece of mine, will you condescend to 
acquaint (his commander in Her Majesty's service, and a poor 
Alderman of her good city of New York, how long you may 
have been expecting our company V 

Alida felt at her girdle, and drawing out a small and richly- 
ornamented watch, she coolly examined its hands, as if to 
learn the hour. 

" We are nine. I think it was past the turn of the day, 
when Dinah first mentioned that this pleasure might bo 
expected. But, I should also tell you that packages which 
seem to contain letters have arrived fiom town." 

This was giving a new and sudden direction to the thoughts 
of the Alderman. He had refrained from entering on those 
explanations which the circumstances seemed to require, because 
he well knew that lie stood on dangerous ground, and that 
more might be said tlian he wished his companion to hear, no 
less than fi'om amazement at the composure of his ward. He 
was not sorry, therefore, to have an excuse to delay his inquiries, 
that appeared so much in character as that of reading the 
conununicationa of his business correspondents. Swallowing tlip 
contents of the tiny cup he held, at a gulp, the eager merchan' 
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seized the packet that Alida now offered ; aiid, muttering a few 
words of apolo^ to Ludlow, he left the pavilion. 

Until now the commander of the Coquette had not spoken. 
Wonder, mingled with indignation, sealed his mouth, though 
he had endeavored to penetfat* the veil which Ahda had drawn 
around her conduct and motives, hy a diligent use of his eyes. 
Dining the first few moments of the interview, he thought thai 
he could detect, in the midst of her studied calmucss, a melan- 
choly smile strugghng around her beautiful mouth ; but only 
once had their looks met, as she turned her ftill, rich, and dark 
eyes furtively on his fece, as if curious to know the effect ]>ro- 
duced by her manner on the mind of the young sailor. 

" Have the enemies of the Queen reason to regret the cruise 
of the Coquette?" said la Beile, hurriedly, when she found her 
glance defected ; " or have they dr^iaded to encounter a prowess 
that has already proved their inferiority ?" 

" Fear, or prudence, or perhaps I might say conscience, has 
made them wary," returned Ludlow, pointedly emphasizing 
the latter words. " We have run from the Hook to the edge 
of the Gi'and Bank, and returned without success." 

"TIs unlucky. But, though the French escaped, have none 
of the kwless met with punishment! There is a rumor among 
the slaves, that the brigantine which visited us is an object of 
suspicion to the Government S" 

" Suspicion !— But I may apply to la belle Barberie, to know 
whether the character her commander has obtained be merited V 

Alida smiled, and, her admirer thought, sweetly as ever, 

" It would he a sign of extraordinary complaisance, were 
Captain Ludlow to apjily to the g^rls of the colony for instruction 
in his duty ! We may be secret encouragers of the contraband, 
but surely we are not to be suspected of any greater Eamiliaiity 
with their movements. These hints may compel me to 
abandon the pleasures of the Lust in Eust, and to seek air and 
health in some less exposed situation. Happily the banks 
of the Hudson offer many, that one need be fastidious iudecJ 
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"Among which you count the Manor House of Kinder- 
hook V 

Agaiu AUda smiled, and Ludlow thought it was kiumpb- 
Bntly. 

" The dwelhng of Oloff Van Staafs is said to be commodioua, 
and not badly placed. I have seen it,— — ■ " 

" In your images of the future V said the yoimg man, observ- 



ing 8 

Alida laughed do\vnright. But, immediately recovering her 
aelf-command, she repUed — 

" Not so fancifully. My knowledge of the beauties of the 
house of Mr. Van Staats is confined to very unpoetical glimpses 
from the river, in passing and repassing. The chimneys are 
twisted in the most approved style of the Dutch Brabant^ and, 
although wanting the stork's nest on their aummiia, it seems as 
if there might be that woman's tempter, comfort, around the 
hearths beneath. The offices, too, have an enticing air, for a 
thrifty housewife !" 

" Which office, in compliment to the worthy Patroon, yon 
intend shall not long be vacant ?" 

ilida was playing with a spoon, curiously wrought to repre- 
sent (he st«m and leaves of a tea-plant. She started, dropped 
the implement, and raised her eyes to tie fece of her companion. 
The look was steady, and not without an interest in the evident 
concern beti'aycd by the young man. 

"It will never be filled by me, Ludlow," was the answer 
uttered solemnly, and with a dedsion that denoted a resolution 
fi^ed. 

" That declaration removes a mountain ! — Oh ! Alida, if you 
could as easily-— — ■ " 

"Hush!" whispered the other, rising and standing for a 
moment in an attitude of intense expectation. Her eye became 
brighter, and the bloom on her cheek even deeper than before, 
while pleasure and hope were both strongly depicted on her 
beautiful fece— "Hush I" she continued, motioning to Ludbw 
U> repress his feelings. " Did you hear nothing ?" 
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The disappointed and yet admiring young man was silent, 
(hough he watched her siiigulai'ly interesting air and lovely 
features, with all the intensenesa that seemed to chai-acterize 
her own deportment. As no sound followed that which 
Alida had heard or fancied she had heard, she resumed her 
seat, and appeai'ed to lend her attention onee more to her 



" You were speaking of mountains ?" she said, scarce knowing 
what she uttei'ed. " The passage between the bays of New- 
burgh and Tappan has scarce a rival, as I have heard from 
travelled men." 

" I was indeed speaking of a mountain, but it was of one that 
weighs on my heart. Your inexpUeable conduct and cruel 
indifference have heaped it on my feelings, AUda. You have 
said that there is no hope for Oloff Van Staals; and one 
syllable, spoken with your native ingenuousness and sincerity, 
has had the effect to blow all my apprehensions from that 
quarter to the winds. There remains only to account for 
your absence, to resume the whole of your power over one who 
is but too readily disposed to confide in all you say or do." 

La belle Barb6rie seemed touched. Her glance at the young 
sailor was kinder, and her voice wanted some of its ordinary 
steadiness in tbe reply. 

" That power has then been weakened ?" 

" You will despise me if I say no, — you will distrust me if I 

"Then silence seems the course beat adapted to maintain our 
present amity. — Surely I heard a blow struck, lightly, on the 
shutter of that window!" 

" Hope sometimes deceives us. This repeated behef would 
seem to say that you expect a visitor !" 

A distinct tap on the shutter confirmed the impression of the 
mistress of the pavilion. Alida looked at her companion and 
(q)peared embarrassed. Her color varied, and she seemed 
anxious to utter something that either her feeUngs or her 
prudence suppressed. 
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" Captain LnOlow, yoii have once before been an nnexjiectcd 
witness of an interview in la Coiir des F6es, tliat has, I fear, 
subjected ine to luifavoi'able siiitnises. But one manly and 
generous as yourself can have indulgence for the liUle vanities 
of woman. I espect a visit that, perhaps, a Queen's officer 
should not countenance." 

" I am no exciseman, fo pry into wardrobes and secret 
reposilories, but one whose duty it is to act only on the high 
Bcaa, and against the more open violatoi* of the law» If you 
have any without, whose presence you desire, let them enter 
without dread of my office. When we meet in a more suitable 
place, I shall know how to take my revenge," 

His companion looked grateful, and bowed her acknowledg- 
ments. She then made a ringing sound by using a spoon on 
the interior of one of the vessels of the tea equip^e. The 
shrubbery which shaded a window stirred ; and presently the 
young stranger, already so well known in the foimer pages of 
this work, and in the scenes of tlie brigantine, appeared in 
the low balcony. His person was scarcely seen, before a light 
bale of goods was t<ssed past him, into the centre of the 

" I send my ceilificate of character as an avant-conrier," 
said the gay dealer in contraband, or Master Seadiift, as he was 
called by the Alderman, touching his cap, gallantly, to the 
misti'ess of la Cour des Fees, and then somewhat more 
ceremoniously to her companion; after which he returned the 
gold-bound covering to its seat, on a bed of rich and glossv 
f.urls, and sought his package. " Here is one more customer than 
I bargwned for, and 1 look to more than common gain ! Wo 
liave met before, Captain Ludlow.'' 

" We have, Sir Skimmer of the Seas, and we shall meet again. 
Winds may change, and fortune yet favor the right !'' 

" We trust fo the sea-green lady's care," returned the extraor- 
dinary smuggler, pointing with a species of reverence, real or 
affected, to the image that was beautifully worked, in rich colors, 
on the velvet of his cap. What hna been will be, and tbo ^last 
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^ves a hope for the future. We meet, liere, on neutral gronnJ, 

" I am the commander of a roysd cruiser, Sir," haughtily re- 
turned the other. 

'■ Queen Anne may he proud of her servant ! — hut we neglect 
OUT affniiB. A thousand pardons, lovely mistress of la Cour dofe 
F6ea, This meeting of two rude mariners does a slight to youc 
beauty, and littie credit to the fealty due the sex. Ilaving doue 
with all compUments, I have to offer certain articles tli.it ne^er 
failed t« cause the brightest eyes to grow more brilliant, and at 
wliich duchesses have gazed with many longings." 

" You speak with confidence of your associations. Master Sea- 
drift, and rate noble personages among jouv customers as &- 
miliarly as if you dealt in ofBces of state." 

" This skilful servitor of the Queen will fell you, lady, that 
the wind which is a gale on the Atlantic, may scarce cool the 
burning cheek of a girl on the land, and that the hnks in life 
are as curiously interlocked as the ropes of a ship. The Ephe- 
Man temple and the Indian wigwam rested on the same earth."' 

"From which you infer that rank docs not alt«r nature. 
We must admit-, Capttun Ludlow, that Master Seadrift under- 
stands a woman's heart, when he tempts her with stores of tfesnes 
gay as these !" 

Ludlow had watched the spealters in silence. The manner 
of Alida was far less embarrassed, than when he had before seen 
her in tie smuggler's company ; and his blood fired, wten ho 
saw that their eyes met with a secret and fiiendly intelligence. 
He had remained, however, with a resolution to be calm, and to 
know the woret. Conquering the espi'ession of his feelmgs by 
a great effort, he answered ivith an exterior of composure, though 
not witliout some of that bitterness in his emphasis which he 
fcit at his heart, 

" If Master Seadrift has this knowledge h mi> % ilue himself 
on his good fortune," was the reply. 

"Much intercoui'se with the sex, who are my best customers, 
has something heljjed me," returned the cavaJier dealer in oon- 
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tj-aband. " Here is a bi'ocatte, whose fellow is worn openly in 
(lie presence of our royal mistress, thougli it came from flie for- 
bidden looms of Italy ; and the ladies of the court return from 
patrioticaily dancing, in the fabrics of home, to please the pub- 
lie eye, once in the year, to wear these move agreeable inven- 
tions, alt the rest of it, to please themselves. Tell me, why does 
the Eiglishman, with his pale sun, spend thousands to force a 
sickly imitation of the ^fts of the ti'opiffl, but because he pines 
for forbidden fruit ? or why does your Pai'is gourmand roll a fig 
on his tongue, that a Lazzarone of Naplas would cast into his 
bay, but because be wishes to enjoy the bounties of a low lati- 
tude, under a watery sky ? I have seen an individual feast on 
the eau sucr6 of an European pme, that cost a guinea, while his 
palate would have refused the same fruit, with its delidous com- 
pound of acid and ssveet, mellowed to ripeness under a burning 
Bun, merely because he could have it for notliing. This is the 
secret of our patronage ; and as the ses are most liable to its In- 
fluence, we owe them most gratitude." 

" You have travelled, Master Seadrift," returned la Belle, 
smiling, while she tossed the rich contents of the bale on the 
carpet, " and treat of usages as familiarly as you speak of dig- 
nities." 

" The lady of the sea-green mantle does cot t>crmit an idle 
servant. We follow the direction of her guiding hand ; some- 
times it points our couree among the isles of tho Adriatic, and 
at otheis on your stormy American coasts. There is htde of 
Europe between Gibraltar and the Catt«gat that I have not 
visited." 

" Eut Italy has been the favorit*3, if one may judge by the 
number of her fabrics that you produce." 

" Italy, France and Flanders, divide my custom ; though you 
are right in believing the former most in favor. Many years of 
early life did I pass on tne noble coasts of tliat romantic region. 
One who protected and guided my infancy and youth, even left 
me for a time under instruction, on the little plain of Sorrento." 

" And where can this plmn be foiuid )— for the residence of 
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Eo famous a rover mny, one day, become the theme of song, 
nnd is likeiy to occupy the leisure of the curious.'' 

" Tlie grace of the speaker may well excuse the irony ! Sor- 
rento is a town on the southern shore of the renowned Naples 
bay. Fire has wrought many changes in that soft but wild 
country ; and if, as religionists believe, the fountains of the great 
deep were ever broken up, and the earth's crust disturbed, to 
permit its secret springs to issue on tlie surface, this may havo 
been one of the spots chosen by liim whoso touch leaves marks 
that are indelible, in which to show his power. The bed of the 
earth itself, in all that region, appeal's to have been but the 
vomitings of volcanoes ; and th? SoiTentine passes his peaceable 
life in the bed of an extinguished crater. 'Tis curious to see m 
what manner the men of the middle ages have built their town, 
on the margin of the sea, where the element has swallowed one 
half the ragged basin, and how they have taken the yawning 
crevices of the tufo for ditches to protect their walls ! I have 
visited many lands, and seen nature in nearly every clime ; but 
no spot has yet presented, in a single view, so pleasant a com- 
bination of natural objects, mingled with mighty recollections, 
as tliat lovely abode on the Sorrentine chfis 1" 

" Recount me these pleasures, that in memory seem so agree- 
able, while I examine furtlier into the contents of the bale." 

The gay young free-trader paused, and seemed lost in images 
of the past. Then, with a melancholy smile, he soon continued. 
" Though many years are gone," he said, " I can recall the beau- 
ties of that scene as vividly as if they still stood before the eye. 
Our abode was on the verge of the clif&. In front lay the deep- 
blue water, and on its further shore was a line of objects such 
as accident or design rarely assembles in one ^iew. Fancy thy- 
self lady, at my side, and follow the curvature of the northern 
shore, as I trace the outline of that gloiious scene ! That higli, 
mountainous, and ragged island on the extreme left, is modem 
IscJiia. Its origin is unknown, though piles of lava lie along its 
coast, which seems fresh as that thrown from the mountain yes- 
terday. The long, low bit of land, insulated like ils neighbor, 
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is called Proiada, a scion of ancient Greece. Ita people still pre- 
Berve, in dress and speeeh, maife of their origin. The narrow 
strait conducts yoii to a high and nalted bluff. That is the 
Misenum of old. Here Eneas came to land, and Eome held 
her fleets, and thence Pliny took the water, to get a nearer 
view of the labors of the volcano, after its awakening from cen- 
turies of sleep. In the hollow of the ridge, between that naked 
blulf and the uext swell of the mountain, lie the fabulous Styx, 
tto Eljsian fields, and the place of the dead, as fixed by the 
Mantuan. More on the height and nearer to the sea, lie, buried 
in the earth, the vast vaults of the Piscina Mirabilis, and the 
gloomy caverns of the Ilundred Chambers; placas that equally 
denote the luxury and tlie despotism of Rome. Nearer to the 
vast pile of castle, that is visible so many leagues, is tlie graceful 
and winding Daiasan bwbor ; and against the side of ila sheltering 
hiUs once lay the city of villas. To tliat sheltered hill, empe- 
rors, consuls, poets, and warrioi's, crowded from the capital, in 
quest of repose, and to breathe the pure air of a spot in which 
pestilence has since made its abode. The earth is still covered 
with the remains of their magnifieence, and ruins of temples 
and batlis are scattered freely among the ohves and fig-ti'ees of 
the peasant. A fainter bluff liinits the north-eastern boundary 
of the little bay. On it, once stood the dwellings of emperore. 
There Cfesar sought retirement, and the warm springs on its 
side are yet called the baths of the bloody Nero, That small 
conical hill, ■which, as you see, possesses a gi^ener and fiiffiher 
look than the adjoining land, is a cone ejected by the caldron 
beneath, but two brief centuries since. It occupies, in part, the 
site of the ancient Lucrine lake. Alt that remains of tiat famous 
receptacle of tlie epicure is the small find shallow sheet at its 
base, which is separated from (he sea by a mere thread of sand. 
More in the rear, and suri'ouuded by dreary hills, lie the waters 
of Avemusi On tlieir bank-s still stand the ruins of a temple, 
'» which rites were celebrated to the infernal deities. The grotto 
if the Sybil pierces that ridge on the left, and the Cumiean 
passage is nearly in its real'. The town which is seen a mile to 
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the right, is Pozzuoli — a port of the ancieats, and a spot now 
viaited for its temples of Jupiter and Neptune, its mouldenng 
amphitheitie, and its half-buried tombs. Here Caligula at- 
ttmpted his aiahitious bridge ; and while crossing thence' to 
IjiiiC, the iile Nero had the life of his awa mother asssuled. 
Il WK there, too, that holy Paul came to land, when journeying 
a prisoner to Komc. The small but high island, nearly in its 
ffont, IS Nisida, the place to which Marcus Enitus retired after the 
deed at tlie foot of Pompey's statue, where he possessed a vilJiv, 
and whence he and Oasaiu'^ sailed to meet the shade and the 
vengeance of tlie murdered Ciesar, at Phihppi. Then. conies a 
crowd of sites moi* known in the middle ages ; though just be- 
low that mountain, in the background, is the famous subterra- 
nean road of which Strabo and Seneca are said to speak, and 
through which the peasant still daily drives his ass to the mar- 
keta of the modern city. At its entrance ia the reputed tomb 
of Virgil, and then commences an amphitheatre of white and 
terraced dwellings. This is noisy Napoli itself, crowned witk 
its I'ocky c^tle of St. Elmo ! The vast plain, to the light, ii 
that which held the enervating- Capua and so many other cities 
on its bosom. To this succeeds the insulated mountain of the 
volcano, with its summit tora in triple tops, 'Tis said that villas 
and ullages, towns and cities, he buried beneath the vineyards 
and palaces which crowd its base. The ancient and unhappy 
dty of Pompeii stood on that luckless plain, which, following the 
shores of the hay, comes next ; and then we take up the line of 
the mountain promontory, which forma the Sorrentine side of 
the water !" 

"One who has had such schooling, should know better how 
to turn it til a good account," said Ludlow, sternly, when the 
excited smuggler ceased to speak. 

" In other'lands, men derive their learning from books ; in 
Italy, children acquire knowledge by the study of visible things," 
was the undisturbed answer. 

" Some from this country are fond of believing tliat our own 
bay, these summer riiies, and the climate in general, should Ii^vo 
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a strict reseniblanne to tJiose of a region which lies precisely in 
owf own latitude,'' observed Alida, so hastily, as to betray a 
Jusira to preserve the peace between her guests. 

" That youi Manhattan and Raritan waters ai'e broad and 
pleasant, none can deny, and fliat lovely beings dwell on tboir 
Imiilis, lady," returned Seadrifl, gallantly lifting his cap, " my 
own senses have witnessed. But 't were wiser to select some 
other jxiint of your excellence, for comparison, than a competi- 
tion with the glorious waters, the fantastic and moujitain isles, 
and the sunny hill-sides"of modern Napoli I Tis certain the 
latitude is even in your iavor, and that a beneficent sun does not 
fail of its office in one region more than in the other. But the 
forests of America are still too pregnant of vapors and exhaja- 
tJons, not to impair tJie purity of the native air. If I have seen 
much of the Mcditeixanean, neither am I a stranger to these 
coasts. While there are so many points of resemblance in their 
climates, there are also many and marked causes of difference." 

" Teach ns, then, what fornis these distinctions, that, in speak- 
ing of our bay and skies, we may not be led into eiTor." 

" You do me honor, lady ; I am of no great schooling, and 
of humble powers of speech. Still, the little that observation 
may have taught me, shall not be churlishly withheld. Your 
Italian atmosphere, taking the humidity of the seas, is some- 
times haay. Still water in laige bodies, other than in the two 
seas, is httle known in those distant countries. Few objects in 
nature are drier than an Italian river, during those months when 
the sun has most influence. The effect is visible in the air, 
which is in general elastic, dry, and obedient to the general 
laws of the climate. There floats less exhalation, in the form of 
line and nearly invisible vapor, than in these wooded re^ons. 
At least, so he of whom I spoke, as one who guided my youth, 
was wont to say." 

" You hesitate to tell us of our skips, our evening light, and 
of our bay ?" 

" It shall be said, and said sincerely — Of the bays, each seems 
lo have been appropriated to that for which Tiature most in 
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it — The one is poetic, indolent, and full of graceful l>iil glorioua 
beauty ; more pregnant of enjoyment than of usefulness. The 
other will, one day, be the mart of the world !" 

" You sti 11 shrink from pronouncing on their beauty," said Alida 
disappointed in spite of an affected indifference to the subject. 

" It is erer the common fault of old communities to overvalue 
themselves, and to undervalue new actors in the great dramaof 
nations, xi men long suecewful disregard the effoi-ts of new as- 
plrauta for iavor," said Seadrift, while he looted with amaze- 
niKiit at the pettish eye of the frowning beauty. " In this in- 
stance, however, Europe has not so greatly ewed. They who 
see much resemblance between the bay of Naples and this of 
Manhattan, have fertile brains ; sinoe it rests altogether on the 
oirenmstance that there is much water in both, and a paasiigo 
between an island and the main-land, in one, t« resemble a pas- 
s^ between two islands in the other. This is an estuary, that 
a gulf ; and while th% former has tlie green and turbid water of 
a shelving shore and of tributary idveis, the latter h;us the blue 
and limpid element of a deep sea. In these diatanctions, J take 
110 account of ragged and iv>:ky mountains, with the indescii- 
Kible play of golden and rosy light upon thar broken 8uriace.8, 
nor of a coast that teems with the recollections of three thousand 

" I fear to question more. But surely our skies may be men- 
tioned, even by the side of those you vaunt ?" 

" Of the skies truly, you have more reason to be confident. 
I remember that standing on the Capo di Monte, which over- 
looks the little, picturesque, and crowded beach of the Marina 
Grande, and Sorrento, a spot that teems with all that is poetic 
in the fisherman's Ufe, he of whom I have spoken, once pointed 
to the transparent vault above, and said, ' Tliere is the moon o( 
America !' The colors of the rocket were not more virid than 
the stars that night, for a Tramontana had swept every impurity 
fi'om the air, far upon the neighboring sea. But nighta hke that 
are rare, indeed, in any clime ! The inhabitants of low latitudes 
enjoy them occasionally ; those of higher, never.'' 
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" Tlien our flattering belief that these western sunsets rival 
those of Italy, is delusion ?" 

"Not so, lady. They rival without resembling. The color 
of the ^tiii, on which so fair n hand is resting, is not softer than 
tho hues one sees iu the heavens of Italy. But f y ng 

sky wanls the ]>early light, the rosy clouds, and th ft t nta 
whicli, at that honr, melt into each other, ac o=a th b 
vault of Napoli, it far excels in the vividness of the 1 n th 
depth of the transitions, and in the richness of 1 rs Tl e 
are only more delicate;, while these are more gorgeous. "W hen 
fliere shall bo less exhalation from your forests, the same causes 
may produce the same effects. Until then America must be 
content to jiride herself on an cxhiUtJon of nature's beauty in a 
new, though scarcely m a less pleasinff, form." 

"Then thej who com imong us from Europe are but 
half right when they de de tlie pretensions of our bay and 
heavens ?" 

" Which IS much nearei the truth than they are wont to be, 
on the subje t of th s cunt nent Spe'ik of the many rivers, the 
double outlets the num! eriess basins, and the unequalled 
fiicilities of y ur Minhittan Jiarboi for in time they will como 
to render al! the beauties of the unnialled bay of Naples vain : 
but tempt not the stranger to j«=h the comparison beyond. 
Be grateful for joir skies ladi for few h^e under fairer or 
more beneficent — But I tire you with these opinions, when 
here are colors that ha\e moie chaims foi a joung and lively 
imagination thii eien the tir ts of niture!" 

La belie Barbi ne smded on the dealer m oontraband with an 
interest that sickened Ludlow ; and she was about to reply, in 
better humor, when tlie voice of her uncle aunonnced his near 
approach. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

BnBlnnd, eeven hslf-pennf lovei 



Had Aldermaii Van BeveTOut been a party in the preceding 
dialogne, he could not have uttered words mare apposite than 
the esclEmation with which he first salut«d the oare of those in 
the p°'iiion. 

" Gales and climates !" exclaimed the merchant, entering with 
an open letter in his hand. " Here are advices received, by way 
of Ciiragoa and the coast of Africa, that the good ship Musk- 
Eat met with foul winds off the Azores, which lengthened her 
pasijage homo to seventeen weeks — this is too much precious 
time wasted between markets, Captain ComeliiK Ludlow, and 
'twill do discredit to the good character of the ship, which has 
hitheilo always maintained a sound reputation, never needing 
more than the regular seven months to make the voyage home 
and out again. K our vessels fall into this lazy train, we shall 
never get a skin to Bristol till it is past use. What have we 
here, niece? Merchandise! and of a suspidous fabric I — who 
has 'the invoice of tiiese goods, and in what vessel were they 
shipped !" 

" These are questions that may he better answered by their 
ownei'," returned la Belle, pointing gravely, and not without 
tremor in her voice, towards the dealer in contraband, who, at 
die approach of the Alderman, had shrunk back as far as 
possible fl'om view. 

Myndert cast an uneasy glance at the unmoved cousitenance of 
fflie commander of the royal cruiser, after having bestowed a brief 
but understanding look at the contents of the bale. " Captain 
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Ludlow, the cbaser is chased !" he said. " After sailing about the 
Atlantic, for a week or more, like a Jew broker's clerk running 
up and down the Boom Key at Eotterdam, to get off a consi^- 
ment of damaged tea, we are fairly caught ourselves ! To what 
foil in prices, or change in the sentiments of the Board of 
trade, am I indebted for the honor of this visit, Master a — a — a 
— gay dealer in green ladies and bright tissues V 

The confident and gallant maimer of the free-trader had 
vanished. In ila place there appeai'ed a hesitating and embar- 
rassed air that the individual was not wont to exhibit, blended 
with some apparent indecision, on the subject of his reply. 

"It is the buaiueas of those who hazard much, in order to 
minister to the wants of life," he said, after a pause that was 
sufficiently expressive of the entire change in his demeanor, 
" to seek customers where there is a reputation for liberality. 
I hope my boldness will be overlooked, on account of its motive, 
tmd that you will aid the lady in judging of the value of my 
articles, and of tlieir reasonableness as to price, with your own 
superior experience." 

Myndert was quite as njuch astonished by this language, and 
the subdued manner of the smuggler, as Ludlow hic'elf. 
When he expected the heaviest demand on his address, 
order to check the usual forward and I'eckless familiarity of 
Seadiift, in oi'der that his connexion with the " Skimmer of the 
Seas" might be as much as possible involved in ambiguity, to 
his own amazement, he found his purpose more than aided by 
the sudden and extraordinary respect with which he was 
Ideated. Emboldened, and perhaps a little elevated in his own 
esteem, by this unexpected deference, which the worthy Alderman, 
shrewd as he was in common, did not fail, Uke other men, to 
impute to some inherent quality of his own, he answered with 
a, greater depth of voice, and a more protecting air, than he 
might otherwise have deemed it prudent to assume to one who 
had so frequently given him proofe of his own fearless manner 
of viewing (Jiings. 

"Thia is bang more eager as a trader than prudent as ono 
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who should know the value of credit," lie said, making, at the 
Eame time, a lofty gesture to betoken indulgence for bo venia. 
an error. '■ We must overlook the mistake. Captain Ludlow, 
Mnee, as the young man ti'nly observes in liis defence, gain 
acquired in honest traffic is a commendable and wholesome 
pursuit One who appears as if he might not be ignorant of 
the laws, should know that our virtuous Queen and !icr wise 
counsellor haie decided that Mother England can produce 
mo'it that a colonist can consume ! Aye ! and tliat she can 
cOTiume, too, moit that the colonist can produce !" 

'■I pret^-nd not to this ignorance. Sir; but, in pui'suing my 
bumble barter, 1 merely follow a principle of nature, by 
endi'aionnT to piovide for my own intei'esls. We of the 
contiaband do but play at hazard with the authorities. Wlien 
we pa.=s the gauntlet unharmed, we gain ; and when we lose, 
the sonants of the crown find their profit The stakes are 
equal, and the game should not be stigmatized as unfair. 
Would the rulei-s of the world ouce remove the unnecessary 
shackles they impose on commerce, our calling would disappear, 
and the name of free-trader would then belong to the richest 
and most esteemed houses." 

The Alderman di'Cw a long, low whistle. Motioning to his 
companions to be seated, he placed his own compact person iu 
a chair, crossed his legs with an (ur of self-complacency, and 
resumed the discoui-se. 

" These are very pretty sentiments, Master— a— a— a—, you bear a 
wottiy name no doubt, my ingenious commentator on commerce ?" 

" They call me Scadrift, when they spare a harsher term," 
returned the other, meekly declining to be seated, 

" These are pretty sentiments, Master Seadrift, and they 
much become a gentleman who lives by practical comments on 
the revenue-laws. This is a wise world, Captain Cornehuf 
Ludlow, and in it fiere ai'o many men whose heads are filled, 
like bales of goods, with a general assortment of ideas. — 
Hornbooks and primers ! Here have Van Bummel, Schoen- 
broock, and Vwj der Donck, just sent mo a very neatly-folded 
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pamjiLlet, written in good Lejdsn Dutth, to prove that trade is 
an exchange of what the author calls equivalenfei, and that 
nations have nothing to do hut throw open their polls, in order 
to make a milhnniiim among the merchants !" 

" There are many ingenious men who enteilain the some 
opinions," observed Ludlow, steady in his resolution to bo 
merely a quiet observer of all that passed, 

" We cannot a cunning head devise, to spoil the paper with ! 
Trade is a racer, gentlemen, and merchants the jockeys who 
ride. He who carries most weight may lose ; but then naturo 
does not give all men the same dimensions, and judges are as 
necessary to the stm^les of the mart as to those of the course. 
Go, mount your gelding if you are lucky enough to have one 
that has not been melted into a weasel by the heartless bUcks, 
and ride out to Harlaem Flats, on a fine October day, and 
witness the manner in which the trial of speed is made. The 
rogues of ridel's cut in here, and over there ; now the whip and 
now the spur ; and though they start fair, which is more than 
can always be said of trade, some one is sure to win. When it 
is neck aud neck, then the heat is to be gone over, uutil the best 
bottom gains the prize." 

" Why is it then that men of deep reflection so often think 
that commerce flourishes most when least encumbered^? " 

" Why is one man born to make laws, and another to break 
them ? — Does not the horse run faster with his four legs free, 
than when in hopples! But in trade. Master Seadrift, and 
Captain Cornelius Ludlow, each of us is his own jockey ; and 
putting the aid of custom-house laws out of the question, just as 
nature has happened to make him. Fat or lean, big bones or 
fine bones, he must get to the goal as well as he can. Therefore 
your heavy weights call out for sand-bngs and bells, to make all 
even. That the steed may be crushed with his load, is no proof 
that his chance of winning will not be better by bringing all the 
riders to the same level." 

" But to quit these similes," continued Ludlow, "if trjwlobe 
but an exchange of equivalents " 
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"Beggary and- stoppages !" interrupted the Aideiinaii, wlio 
was far mure dogmatical than courteous in argument. " Tliis is 
t]io languago of men who liavo read all sorts of books Lut 
logere. Here have I adiices from Tongue and TwadJle, of 
London, which state the net proceeds of a little ads'sntuii;, 
shipped by the brig Moose, thai reached the river on the 16th 
of April, ultimo. The history of the whole tran-saction can be 
put in a child's muff — you are a discreet youth, Captain Come- 
iim ; and as to you, Master Seadrift, the affair is altogether out 
of your Kne — therefore, as I was observing, here are the items, 
made only a fortnight since, in the shape of a memorandum ;" 
while speaking, the Alderman had placed his apectaclea and drawn 
his tablets from a pocket. Adjusting himself to the hght, he 
continued: "Paid bill of Sand, Furnace, and Glass, for beads, 
L,3. 2. 6. — Package and box, 1. lOJ — Shipping chai'gcs, and 
freight, II. 4.— Insurance, avei'i^d at, 1. 5. — Freight, charges, 
and commission of agent among Mohawks. L,IO, — Do. do. do. 
of shipment and sale of fiirs, in England, L.7. 2. Total of costs 
and charges, L.20, 19. 1^, all in sterhng money. Note, sale of 
fura, to Frost and Rich, net avails, L.I96. 11. 3. — Balance, on 
per contra, L.l 75 12 5^. — a very satisfectory equivalent thi*. 
Master Cornelius, to appear on the books of Tongue and 
Twaddle, where I stand charged with the original investment of 
L.20. 19. Ij- ! How much the empress of Germany may pav 
the iinn of Frost and Rich for the articles, doss not appear." 

" Not does it appeal' that more was got for yourbeads, in the 
Mohawk country, than they wem valued at there, or was paid 
for the skins than they were worth where they were produced." 

"Wlie— w — w — w 1" whistled the merchant, as he retui-ned 
the tal>lets to his pocket. 

" One would think that thou hadst been studying the Leydcn 
psimphleteer, son of my old fiiend ! If the savage thinks so 
little of his skins, and so much of my beads, I shall never take 
the pains to set him light ; else, always by permission of the 
Board of Trade, we shall see him, one day, tuniing his bark 
oaooo into a good ship, and going in quest of his own ornaments. 
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Ent^rjDrise and voyages ! WLo knows but that the rogue would 
3oe fit to stop at Lo d n e en m vh th case the Mother 
Country might lose tL j oht ot the ale at Vienna, and the 
Molniwk set up b earr i^e on tl e difference in tlie value 
of markets' Thus joi see a o der to n a feir race, the 
horses must stavt e en carrj eq al e j,hts and, after all, one 
commonly wins, 1 o motaj hys cs ire no better than so much 
philosophical gold leaf, ■which a cunning reasbner beats out into 
a sheet as Lirge as (lie broadest American lake, to make duncea 
believe the earth can bo transmuted into the precious material ; 
while a plinn praclical man puts the value of the metal into his 
pocket in good current coin." 

" And yet I hear you complfun that Parliament has le^slated 
more than is good for trade, and speak in a manner of the pro- 
ceedings at home, that, you will excuse me for saying, would 
better become a Hollander than a subject of the crown," 

" Have I not told you, that the horse will I'un faster without 
the rider, than with a pack-saddle on his back ! Oive your own 
jockey as little, and your adversary's as much weight as you 
oan, if you wish to win. I complain of the borough-men, 
because they make laws for us, and not for themselves. As I 
often tell my worthy friend. Alderman Gulp, eating is good for 
life, but the surfait makes a will necessary." 

" From al! which I infer, that the opinions of your Leyden 
correspondent are not tliose of Mr. Van Beverout.'' 

Tlie Alderman laid a finger on his nose, and looked at his 
companions, for a moment, without answering. 

" Those Leydeners are a sagacious breed ! If the United 
Provinces had but ground to stand on, they would, like the 
philosopher who boasted of his lever, move the world ! The sly 
rogues think that the Amsterdammers have naturally an easy 
scat, and they wish to persuade all others to ride bare-back. 1 
shall send a pamphlet up into the Indian country, and pay some 
scholar to have it translated into the Mohawk tongue, in order 
that the famous chief Sehendoh, when the missionaries shall 
have taught him to read, may entertain right views of equiva- 
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lents ! I am not certain tJiat I may not make the wortliy 
divines a present, to help the good fniils to ripen." 

The AlJerman leered round upon his auditors, and, folding 
his hands meekly on his hreast, he appeared to leave his elo^ 
qui^noe to work its own effects. 

" These opinions favor but littJe the occupation of the — the 
gL-iitlenian — who now honors ua with his company," said Lud- 
low, regarding the gay-looking smuggler with au eye that 
showed how much he was eiohan'assed to find a suitable appel- 
lation for one whose appearance was so much at variance with 
his pursuits. " If restrictions are necessary to commerce, tha 
lawless trader is sureJy left without an excuse for his calling " 

" I as much admire your discretion in practice, as the justice 
of yom' sentiments in tlieoiy, Captain Ludbw," returned the 
Alderman. " In a rencontre on the high seas, it would he your 
duty to render captive the biigantine of this peison , but, id 
what may be called the privacy of domestic retirement, you are 
content to ease your mind in moralities ! I feel it my duty, too, 
to speak on this point, and shall take so favorable an occasion, 
when all is padfio, to disburden myself of some sentiments that 
suggest themselves very naturally tinder the cireumstnnues." 
Myndert then turned himself towai-ds the dealer in contraband, 
and continued, much in the manner of a city magistrate reading 
a lesson of propriety to some disturber of the peace of sowety. 
" Yon appear here, Master Seadrift," he said, " under what, to 
borrow a figure from your profession, may be called false colors, 
i'ou bear the countenance of one who might be a useful sub- 
ject, and yet are you suspected of being addicted to certain 
practices which — I will not say they are dishonest or even dis- 
creditable — for on that head the opinions of men are much 
divided, but which certainly have no tendency to assist Her 
Majesty in briuji^ng her wars to a glorious issue, by securing to 
her European dominions that monopoly of trade, by which it is 
her greatest desire to ease us of the colonies of looking any fiir 
ther alter our particular interests, than beyond the doors of her 
own custom-houses. This is an indiscretion, to g^ve the ud 
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its gentlest appellation ; and I regret to add, it is aeeompanied 
by certain eireumstanees which rather heighten than lessen the 
delinquency." The Alderman paused a moment to observe the 
effect of his admonition, and to judge, by the eye of the free- 
trader, how much further he might push his artifice ; but per- 
ceiving, to his own surprise, that the other bent his fece to the 
floor, and stood like one rebuked, he took courage to proceed, 
" You have introduced into thw portion of my dwelling, ■which 
is exclusively inhabited by my niece, who is neither of a sex nor 
of years to be legally aiTaignedfor any oversight of this nature, 
sundries of which it is the pleasure of the Queen's advisers that 
her subjects in the colonies should not know the use, since, in 
the nature of iabrieations, they cannot be submitted to the super- 
vising care of the ingenious artisans of the mother island. 
Woman, Master Seadrift, is a creature liable to the influence of 
temptation, and in few things is she weaker th.in in her efforts 
to resist the allurements of articles which may aid in adorning 
her person. My niece, the daughter of Etienne Barbeiie, may 
also have an hereditary weakness on this head, since the females 
of France study these inventions more than those of some other 
conntiies. It is not my intentJon, however, to manifest any 
unreasonable severity ; since, if old Etienne has communicatf d 
any hereditary feebleness on the subject of fancy, he has aKi 
left his daughter the means of paying for it. Hand in your 
account, therefore, and the debt shall be dischajged, if debt has 
been incurred. And thb brings me to the last and the gravest 
of your offences. 

" Capital is no doubt the foundation on which a merchant 
builds his edifice of character," continued Myndert, after taking 
another jealous survey of the countenance of him he addressed ; 
" but credit is the ornament of its fiunt. This is a corner-stone ; 
that the pilasters and cartings by which the building Ls rendered 
pleasant ; sometimes, when age has undermined tlie basement, 
it is the columns on which the superetructure rests, or even the 
roof by which the occupant is sheltered. It renders the rich 
man safe, the dealer of moderate means active and respectable, 
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and it causes even the poor man to hold up his head in hope ; 
though I ndmit that buyer and seller need both be wary, whoti 
it stands unsupported by any substantial base. This being tlie 
value of credit, MaKter Seadrift, none should assail it without 
fluffieient cause, for its quality is of a nature t«o tender for 
rude treattnent. I learned, when a youtli, hi my travels in 
Holland, through which country, by means of the Treksehuyts, 
f passed with sufGcient deliberation to profit by what was seen, 
the importance of avoiding, on all occasions, brining credit iuio 
disrepute. As one event (hat occurred oiFew an apposite pai'allei 
to what I have now to advance, I shall make a tender of the 
facts in tlie way of illustration. The circumstances show the 
awful uncertainty of things in this transitory life, Captiun Lud- 
low, and forewarn the most vigorous and youthful, that the 
strong arm may be cut down, in his pride, like the tender plant 
of the fields ! The banking-house of Van Gelt and Van Stopper, 
in Amsterdam, had dealt largely in securities issued by the 
Emiifror for the support of his ware. It hapi>ened, at the time, 
that Fortune had favoi'cd the Ottoinan, who was then pressing 
the city of Belgrade with some prospects of success. Well, 
Sirs, a headstrong and ill-advised laundress had taken pc^ses- 
siim of an elevated terrace in the centre of the town, in order to 
dry her clothes. This woman was in the act of commencing 
the distributJon of her linens and muslins, witli tlie bi'cak of day, 
when the Mussulmans awoke the garrison hy a rude assault. 
Some, who had been pteted in a position that permitted of 
retreat, having seen certain bundles of crimson, and green, and 
yellow, on an elevated parapet, mistook them for the heads of 
80 many Turks ; and they spread the report, fer and neai, that 
a countless band of the Infidels, led on by a vast number of 
sharriffes in green turbans, had gained the heart of the place, 
before they were induced to I'etire. Tlie rumor soon took the 
shape of a circumstantial detail, and, liaving reached Amster- 
dam, it caused the funds of the Imperialists to look down. 
There wa^ much question, on the Exchange, concerning the 
probable loss of Van Gelt and Van Stopper in consequence 
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Just as speculation was at its greatest height on this head, the 
monkey of a Savoyard escaped from its string, and concealed 
itself in a nut-shop, a few doors distant from the banking-house 
of the film, where a crowd of Jew boys collected to witness ite 
antics. Men of reflection, seeing what they mistook foe a 
demonstration on the part of the children of the Israelites, 
began to feel uneasiness for their own property. Drafts multi- 
[ilieJ ; and the worthy bankers, in order to prove their solidity, 
disdained to shut thdr doors at the usual hour. Money was 
paid throughout the night ; and before noon on the following 
day Van Gelt had cut his throat, in a summer-house that stood 
on the banks of the Utrecht canal ; and Van Stopper was seen 
smoking a pipe, among strong boses that were entjrely empty. 
At two o'clock, the post brought the intelligeuco that the Mus- 
sulmans were repulsed, and that the laundress was hanged ; 
though I never knew exactly for what crime, as she certainly 
was not a debtor of the unhappy firm. These are some of the 
warning events of life, gentlemen ; and as I feel sure of address- 
ing those who are capable of making the application, I shall now 
conclude by advising all who hear me to great discretion of 
speech on every matter connected with commerdal character." 

When Myndert ceased speaking, he threw another glance 
around him, in order to note the effect his words had produced, 
and more particularly to ascertain whether he had not drawn 
a draft on the forbearance of the free-trader, which might still 
meet with a protest. He was at a loss to account tor the 
marked and unusual deference with which he was treated, by 
one who, while he was never coarse, seldom exhibited ranch 
complaisance for the opinions of a man he was in the habit of 
meeting so Ikmiliarly, on mattors of pecuniary iuterest. During 
ihe whole of the foregoing harang\ie, the young mariner of the 
liiigantiue had maintsuned the same attitude of modest attention ; 
and when his eyes were permitted to lise, it was only to steal 
nnensy looks at 'the face of Alida. La belle Barberie had also 
lbt«ned to her uncle's eloquence with a more thoughtful air than 
MKimon, She met the occasional glances of the dealer in cod- 
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tribnnd, with answennj; SMnpatliy, and, in sliort, tie moat 
indiffeLcnt obsecicr of their dcpoilment minht hiie spph that 
eircuni-tance^ Imd crctted between them i confidence and 
intelUgencp mhith it it wCre not ahsoliitcly of tlie mo>t tiiider, 
11^ iinequii ociillj of tlie most intimate chincter All this 
Ludlow plainly tiw, though tlie bingher had been too much 
engrossed mth the iileii he had so complacently dealt out (o 
note the fict 

"Now th-it mj mind is so well stored with ma\im3 on com- 
moice, which I shall esteem as so many commenlanes on the 
instractionsof my Lordsof the Admiralty," observed the Capt^n, 
after a brief interia! of silence, "it may be pennitted to turn 
our attention to things less metaphysical. The present occasion 
is favorable to inquire after the fate of the ihipmite we 1 is.t in 
the last cruise ; and it ought not to bo neglected " 

" You speak truth, Mr. Oornehus — The Pitroon of Kinderhook 
is not a man to fall into the sea, hke an anker of foi bidden hquor, 
and no questions asked. Lrave this matter to my di-cretion, 
Sir; a.iid trii-.t ra", the tenants of tlio thud best estate iii the 
colony shall not Ijiig he without tidings of their Uiidlord If 
you will accompany Master Seadrift into the other part of the 
yjlh for a reasonable time, I shall possess mjself of all the tacts 
that ai-e at all pertinent to tlie right undefstanding of the case." 

The commander of tlie roya! cruiser, and the young mariner 
of the brigantine, appeared to think that a compliance with this 
invitation would bring about a singular associatjou. The hesi- 
tation of the latter, however, was far the most visible, since 
Ludlow had coolly deteimined to maintain his neutral character, 
until a proper moment to act, as a faithful servitor of hia royal 
mistress, should arrive. He knew, or firmly believed, that the 
Water- Witch t^in lay in the Cove, concealed by the shadows 
of the surrounding wood ; and as ho had once before suffered 
by the superior adJress of the smugglere, he was now resolved 
to act ■with so much caution, as to enable him to return to Lis 
ship in time to proceed against her with decision, and, as he 
hoped, ivith efi'eet. In addition to this motive for artifice, thew 
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was tliat in fhu manner and language of the contraband dealCT 
to place liim altogether above the ordinary men of his pursuit, 
and indeed to create in his favor a certain degi'ee of interest, 
which th^ officer of the crown was compelled to admit. Ha 
therefore bowed with sufficient courtesy, and professed hia I'eadi- 
iiess to follow die suggestions of the Aldenuan. 

"We have met on neutral ground, Master Seadrift," said 
Ludlow te his gay companion, as they quitted the saloon of la 
Cour des Fees ; " and tliough bent on dlfT^ront objects, we may 
discoui'se amicably on the past. The 'Sliinnner of the Seas' 
has a reputation in his way, that almost rjtista him to the level 
of a seaman distinguishc-d in a Letter aervicp. I will ever testify 
to his skill and coolness as a maiiner, however much I may 
lament that those fine qualities have received so unhappy a 
direction." 

" This is speaking with a becoming reservation for the rights 
of the crown, and with meet respect for the Barons of the 
Exchequer,'' re'oitr.'d Seadrift, whose foiiner, and we may say 
natural, spirit seemed to return, as he left the presence of the 
burgher. " We follow the pursuit, Captain Ludlow, in which 
accident has cast our fortunes. You serve a Queen you never 
saw, and a nation who vn]] use you in her need and despise you 
in her prosperity; and I serve myself. Let reason detade 



"I admire this frankness. Sir, and have hopes of a better 
understanding between us, Dow that you have tbne with the 
mystifications of your sea-green woman. The ferce baa been 
well enacted ; though, with the exception of Oloff Van Staats 
and those enlightened spirits you lead about the ocean, it haa 
not made many converts to' necromancy," 

The free-trader permitted his handsome mouth to relax in a 
smile. 

" We have our mistress, too," he said ; " but she exacla no 
tribute. All that is giuned goes to enrich her subjects, while 
hII that she knows is cheeLfuJly impai'ted for their use. If we 
are obedient, it is because we liuve experienced her justice and 
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wiadom, I ln'pe Queen Anne deals as kindlj- by those who risli 
lifc and limb in lier cause?" 

"Is it pai't of tlie policy of her yon follow, to reveal the fato 
of the Patroon ; for thongh livals in one dear object — or. rather 
I should say, once rivals in that, object — I cannot see a guest 
■quit my ship with so little ceremony, witliout an interest in his 
welfare." 

" You make a just distinction," returned Seadrift, smiling still 
jnore meaningly — "Once rivals is indeed the better expression, 
Mr. Van Staats is a brave man, however ignorant he may be of 
(lie seaman's art One who has shown so much spirit will he 
certain of protection from personal injury, in the care of the 
' Skimmer of the Seas,' " 

"I do hot constitute myself the keener of Mr Van Staats 
still, as the commander of the ship whence he has been — what 
shall I term the manner of his alduction' — fjr I wvull not 
willingly use, at this moment, a feim th-it miy ] ro^e disa^ree- 

" Speak freely, Sir, and fear not to otfend We of the 
bogantine are accustomed to diiere epiihets that d o-ht startle 
less practised ears. We are not to leim at this lafe 1 our that 
in order to become respectable, lognpry must 1 lie tho sanction 
of governraeut. You were pltased Ciptiin Ludbw to name 
the mystifica ions of the Water-W itoh but yon seem mdifferent 
to those that are hourly practised near you in the world, and 
which, without the pleasantry of this of ours, have not half its 
innocence." 

" There is little novelty in the expedient of seeking to justify 
the delinquency of individuals by the failings of society." 

" I confess it is rather just than oi-iginal. Tritoness and trutl 
appear to be sisters ! And yet do we find ourselves diiven to 
this apology, since the refinement of us of the biigantine has not 
yet attained to the point of understanding all the excellence of 
novelty in morals." 

" I believe there is a mandate of sufficient antiquity, which 
liids ua to render unto Cssar the things which are Caisar's." 
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"A inaTictate which oiti- mwlem Ciesata have most liVrally 
eonsfnied! I Hra a jioor casuist, Sir; iioi- do I think the li>3'al 
commandor of the Coquette would wish to uphold all tliat 
sophistry can invent ou such a subject. If wo bog^n with 
potentafea, for instance, we shall find the Most Christian King 
Dent on appropriating as many of his neighbors' goods to his 
own use, as ftmbition,.iinder the name of glory, can covet ; the 
Most Catholic, covering with the mantle of his Catholicify a 
grenter multitude of enormities on this very continent, than even 
charity itself could conceal ; and our own gi'acious Sovereign, 
whose virtues and whose mildness are celebrated in verse and 
prose, causing rivers of blood to run, in order that the little island 
over which she rules may swell out, like the frog in the (able, 
to dimensions that nature has denied, and which will one day 
inflict the unfortunate death that befell the ambitious inhabitant 
of the pool. Tlie gallows awaits the pickpocket ; but your 
robber under a pennant is dnbbed a knight ! The man who 
amasses wealth by gainful industry is ashamed of his oiii^n; 
while he who has stolen ivom churches, laid (iliagea . under 
eontribntion, and cut throats by thousands, to divide the spoils 
of a galleon or a military chest, has gained gold on the highway 
of glory 1 Europe has reached au exceeding pass of ciriiization, 
it may not he denied ; but before society inflicts so severe censure 
on the acts of individuals, notwithstanding the triteness of the 
opinion, I must say it is bound to look more closely to the 
example it sets, in its collective charaeter," 

" These are points on wbich our difference of opinion is likely 
to ho lasting,'' said Ludlow, assuming the severe air of one 
who had the world on his side. * We will defer the discussion 
to a moment of gi'eater leisure, Sir. Am I to learn more of. 
Mr. Van Staat*, or is the question of his (ate to become the 
subject of a serious offidal inquirj' !" 

" The Patroon of Kinderhook is a bold boarder !" returned the 
free-trader, iaiighing. " He has carried the residence of the lady 
of the brigantine" by a coup-de-main; and he reposes on bis 
laurels ! We of the conti'abancl are merrier in our privacy than 
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is thought, and those who join onr mess seldom wish to 
quit it," 

"Tliere may be occasion to look fui'Jher into its mysteries— 
until when, I wish you adieu." 

" Uuid !" gaily cried the other, observing that Ludlow was 
about to quit the room—" Let the time of our uncertainty be 
short, I piay thee. Our mistress is lilte the insect which takes 
the color of the leaf on which it dwells. You have seen her in 
her sea-green robe, which she never C«]a to wear when roving 
over the soundings of your American coast; but in the deep 
waters, her mantle \ks with the blue of fho ocean's depths. 
Symptoms of a change, which always denote an intended excur- 
sion far beyond the influence of the land, have been seen !" 

" Harkeo, Maalei Seajnft ' This foolery may do, while you 
possess the power to maintam it. But remember, that though 
the law only punishei the illegal trader by confiscation of his 
goods when taVen, it punishes the kidnapper with personal pains, 
and lometiiiies with— deatii l^And, more — remember that the 
hne which dnide" smugglmij from pnacy is easily passed, while 
the return becomes impossible" 

" Foi this generous counsel, in my mistress's name, I thank 
thee," the giy manner replied, boiving with a gi'avity that 
rather heightened than concealed his irony — " Your Coquette 
is broad m the reach of hei booms, and swift on the water. 
Captain Ludlow; but let her be capricious, wilful, deceitfiil, nay 
powerftil, as she may, she shall find a woman in the brigantine 
equal to all her arts, and far superior to all her threats !" 

Witli this prophetic warning on the pai't of the Queen's 
officer, and cool reply on that of the dealer in contraband, the 
two sailors separated. The latter took a book and threw liim- 
self into a cliair, with a well-maintained indifference ; while the 
other left the house, in a haste that was not disguised. 

In the meantime, the interriew between Alderman Van 
Bcverout and his niece still continued. Minute parsed aftet 
minute, yet there was no summons to the ])au!ion. The gay 
young seaman of the brigantine had continued his studies foi 
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aoine time after the disappeitranee of Ludlow, and ht nuw evi 
dently andted an intimation that his presence was required iii 
la Cour des Ft-es. During these moments of anxiety, the air of 
the free-trader was sorrowful rather than impatient ; and wheii 
a footslfip was heard at the door of the room, he betrayed symp- 
toms of strong and uncontrollable agitation. It was the female 
attendant of Alida, who entered, presented a slip of paper, and 
retired. The eager expectant read the following words, hastily 
written in pendl : — 

"I have evaded all his questions and he is more thin hall- 
disposed to believe in necrom Tl t th m lent to 
confess the tnith, for he is n t dita to h t, being 
already much disturbed by th t ty f wh t m y follow 
the appearance of the briganti th aat, d ear his 
own villa. But, be a^ured h h 11 d 1! 1> wledge 
clmms that I know how to suj [» -t, d h h h ild I fail of 
estabhshing, he would not d t ti t th d ubtable 
' Skimmer of the Seas.' Com 1 th th m t y u hear 
his foot in the passage." 

The last injunction was soo b y d Th Aid m entered 
by one door, as the active fu t It 1 d by th r ; and 

where the weary burgher esp t d t w h g est h found 
an empty apartment. This It t h r, gave 

Myndert Van Beverout but 1 ttl p J eem, as 

would appear by the indiffere w]th h h h t-^d the cir- 
cumstance. 

" Vagaiies and womanhood !'' thought, rather than muttered, 
the Alderman. "The jade turns Ulte a fox in his tracks, and it 
would be easier to convict a merchant who values his reputation, 
of a false invoice, than this minx of nineteen of an indiscretion 1 
There is so much of old Etienae and his Norman blood in her 
eye, that one does not hbe to provoke extremities ; but here, 
when I expected Van Staats had profited by his opportunity, 
the ^ri looks hke a nun at the meation of his name. Tho 
Patroon is no Cupid, we must allow ; or, in a week at sea, ho 
would have won the heart of a mermaid ! — Aye — and here are 
14 
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more perplexities, by the return of the Skimmui- and his brig, 
iind the notions that young Ludlow has of his duty. Life and 
morality I One must quit trade at some time or other, and be- 
g^n to close the books. I must seriously think of striking a 
final balance. If the sum-total was a little more in my favor, 
it should be done to-morrow 1" 
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ATBR-WITCH 



CHAPTER XXV. 

'— Thon, Jnlin. Ihon hasl melamnrphosecl m 



LuoLow quitted tlie Lust in Rust witii a wavering purpose. 
Throughout the whole of tie preceding interview, he had jea- 
lously watched the eye and features of la belle Earborio ; and 
he had not f^led to draw his conclusions from a mien that too 
plainly expressed a deep intei'est in the free-trader. For a time, 
only, had he been induced, by the calmness and self-possession 
with which she received her uncle and himself to believe that 
she had not visited the Water-Witch at all ; but when the gay 
and reckless being who governed the movemente of that extra- 
ordinary vessel appeared, he could no longer Hatter himself with 
this hope. He now believed tliat her choice for life had been 
made ; and while he deplored the infatuation which could induce 
80 gifted a woman to forget her station and character, he was 
himself too frank not to see that the individual who had in so 
short a time gained this ascendency over the feehngs of Alida, 
was, in many respects, fitted to exercise a powerful influence 
over the imagination of a youthful and secluded female. 

There was a struggle in the mind of the young commander, 
between his duty and his feelings. Remembering the ai'tifice 
by which he had formerly fallen into the power of the smug- 
glere, he had taken his precautions so well in the present visit 
to the villa, that he firmly believed he had the person of his 
lawless rival at his mercy. To avail himself of this advantage, 
or to retire and leave him in possession of his mistress and his 
liberty, was the point mooted in his thoughts. Though direct 
«ad simple in his habits, like most of tlic seamen of that ^c, 
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Ludlow had all the loftier sentiments that become a gentleman. 
He felt keenly for Alida, and he shrank, with sensitive pride, 
from incurrinjT the imputation of having acted under the impul- 
ses of disappointment. To these motives of forbearance, was 
also to be added the inherent reluctance which, as an officer of 
rimk, he felt to the degradation of being employed in a duty 
that more properly belongs to men of less elevated ambition, 
He looked on himself as a defender of the rights and glory of 
his sovereign, and not as a mercenary Instrument of those who 
collected her customs; and though he would not have hesitated 
to incur any rational hazard, in capturing the vessel of the hmug- 
gler, or in making eaptives of ail or any of her crew on their 
proper element, he disliked the appearance of seeking a solitary 
individual on the land. In addition to this feeling, there was 
his own pledge that he met the proscribed dealer in contraband 
on neutral ground. Still the officer of the Queen had his orders, 
and he could not shut his eyes to the genera! obligations of 
duty. The brigautine was known to inflict so much loss on the 
revenue of the crown, more particularly in the other hemisphere, 
that an especial order had been issued by the Admiral of the 
BtalJon for her capture. Here then was an opportunity of de- 
priving the vessel of that master-spirit which, notwitJistanding 
the excellence of its construction, had alone so long enabled it 
to run the gauntlet of a hundred enii'^ers with impumty Agi- 
tated by these contending fpehngs and reflections, the young 
sailor left the door of the villa, and came upon ifa httle lawn, 
in order to reflect with le^s interrujitiun, and, indeed, to breathe 
more freely. 

The night had advanced into the fh^t natch of the seaman. 
The shadow of the mountain, bowe\er, still cohered the giounds 
of the villa, the river, and the shores of the Atlantic, with a 
darkness that was deeper than the obscurity which dimmed the 
surface of the rolling ocean. beyond. Objects were so indistinct 
as to require close and steady looks to ascertain their character, 
while the setting of the scene might he faintly traced by its 
hazy and indistinct outUnes. The curtains of la Cour des Fee? 
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had been dtawn, and, though the lights were still shining within, 
the eye could not penetrate the pavilion, Ludlow gazed about 
him, and held his way reluctantly towards the water. 

In endeavoring to conceal the interior of her apailjnent from 
the eyes of those without, Alida had suffered a comer of the 
drapery to remain open. When Ludlow reached the gate that_ 
led to the landing, he turned to take a last look at the villa ; 
and, favored by his new position, he caught a glimpse, through 
fhe opening, of the person of her who was still uppermost in 
his thoughts. 

La belle Barb^rie was seated at the Httle table by whose 
side she had been found earlier in the evening. An elbow 
rested on the precious wood, and one fair hand supported a 
brow that was thoughtful beyond the iisual character of its 
expression, if not melancholy. The commander of the Coquette 
lelt the blood rushing to his heart, for he fancied that the 
beautifid and pensive countenance was that of a penitent. It is 
probable that the idea quickened his drooping hopes ; for 
Ludlow believed it might not yet be too late to rescue the 
woman he so sincerely loved, from the precipice over which she 
was suspended. The seemingly iiTetrievable step already 
taken was fotgotten ; and the generous young sailor was about 
to mah back to la Cour des Ffiea, to implore ils mistress to be 
just to herself, when the hand fell from her polished brow, and 
Alida Kused her fece, with a look which denoted that she was 
no longer alone. The captain drew back to watch the issue. 

When AUda lifted her eyes, it was in kindness, and with 
that frank ingenuousness with which an unperverted female 
greets the countenance of those who have her confidence. She 
emilod, fliough still in sadness rather than in pleasure ; and she 
spoke, but the distance prevented her words from being audible. 
At the next instant 8eadrift moved into the space visible 
tlirough the half-drawn drapery, and took her hand. Alida 
made no effort to withdraw ; but, on the contrary, she looked 
up into his liwe with stili less equii'ocal interest, and apjieared 
to listen to his voice with an absorbed attention. The gate 
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swung riobiitly open, and Ludlow liaj reached the margin of 
the river before he again paused. 

The barge of the Coquette was found where her commander 
had ordered his people to he concealed, and he was airout to 
enlor it. when the noise of the little gate, again shutting with the 
wind, induced him to cast a look behind. A human form was 
<IiHtinctlj' to he seen, against the light walls of the villa, descend- 
ing towards the river. The men were commanded to keep 
close, and, withdramng within the shadow of a fence, the 
captain waited the approach of the new-comer. 

As the unknown pci'son passed, Ludlow recognised the agile 
form of the free-trader. The latter advanced to the mai^n of 
the river, and gaaed warily abont him for several minutes. A 
low hut distinct note, on a common ship's-call, was then heard. 
The summons was soon succeeded by the appearance of a snmll 
skiff, which glided out of the grass on the opposite side of the 
stream, and approaclied the spot where Seadrift awaited its 
arrival. The fiee-trader sprang lightly into the little boat, 
which immediately began to glide out of the river. As the 
skiff passed the spot where he stood, Ludlow saw that it was 
pulled by a single seaman ; and, as his own boat was manned 
by six lusty rowel's, he felt that the person of the man whom 
he so much envied was at length fairly and honorably in his 
power. We shall not attempt to analyse the emotion that was 
ascendant in the mind of the young office)'. It is enough for 
our purpose to add, that ho was soon in his boat and in full 
pursuit 

As the course to be taken by the barge was diagonal I'athcr 
than direct, a few powerful strokes of the oara brought it so 
neai' the skl^ that Lndlow, by placing his hand on the gunwale 
of tlio latter, could arrest its progress. 

"Though so lightly equipped, fortune favors you less in 
boats than in larger crafl. Master Seadrift," said Lndlow, 
when, by virtue of a strong ai-m, he h.id drawn his prize so 
near, as to find himself seated within a few feet of his prisoner. 
" We meet on our proper element, where there can he no 
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neiitrality between one of the t ntnbanj v 1 ■» sen int f the 

The start, the half-repressed exolainibon and the mumpntary 
silence, showed that the eaptne h-id been falven completely by 
surpiise. 

"I admit your superior devtentj, ' he it ienglh siid, speak- 
ing low and not without agitation. " I am your prisoner, 
Captain Lndtow ; and I would now wish to know j'our 
intentnons in disposing of my person!" 

"That is soon answered. You must be content to take the 
homely accommodations of the Coquette for the night, instead 
of the more luxurious cabin of your Water-Witch. What the 
authorities of the Province may decide to-morrow, it exceeds 
the knowledge of a poor commander in the navy to say." 

" The lord Combury has retired to ?" 

"A gaol," said Lndlow, observing that the other spoke more 
like one who mused than like one who asked a question. " The 
kinsman of our gracious Queen speculates on the chances of 
human fortune, within the walls of a prison. His successor, the 
brigadier Hunter, is thought to have less sympathy for the 
moral infii'mities of human nature I" 

"We deal lightly with dignities!" exclaimed the captive, 
with all his former gaiety of tone and manner. " You have 
your revenge for some personal liberties that were certainly 
taken, not a fortnight since, with this boat and her crew ; still, 
I much mistake your character if unnecessary severity forma 
one of its features. May I coiumunicale with the brigantinel" 

"Freely — when she is once in the care of a Queen's officer." 

" Oh, Sir, you disparage the qualities of my mistress, id 
supposing there exists a parallel with your own ! The Water- 
Witch will go at lai^e tJII a tar different personage shall become 
your captive. — May I communicate with the shore ?" 

" To that tbere exists no objection — if you will point out the 

"I have one, here, who will ])i'ove a faithful messenger." 
"Too faithfiil to the d.'liision which governs all yo.u 
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followers ! Yoiii- man njust be jour companion in the Cuquotte, 
Master Seadrift, though," and Ludlow spolce in melancholy, 
"if there be any on the land who take so near an interest in 
your welikre as to find more sorrow in uneertaintj' than in the 
truth, one of mj- own crew :n any of whom confidence may be 
placed, shall do your errand." 

"Let it be ro," returned the free-trader, as if satisfied that 
he could, in reason, espeet no more. " Take this ring to the 
lady of yonder dwelling," he continued, when Ludlow had 
eeleeted the messenger, "and say that he who sends it is about 
to visit the cruiser of Queen Anne in company with her com- 
mander. Should there be queslJon of the motive, you can 
speak to the manner of my arrest." 

" And, mark me, fellow — " added his captain ; " that duty 
done, look to the idlers on- the shore, and see that no boat quits 
the river, to apprise the smugglers of their loss." 

The m!m, who was ai-med in the fashion of a seaman on boat 
duty, received these orders witli the customary deference ; and 
the barge having drawn to the shore for that purpose, he landed. 

" And now. Master Seadrift, having thus far complied with 
your wishes, I may espeet you will not be deaf to mine. Here 
is a seat at your service in my barge, and I confess it wiU please 
mo to see it occupied." 

As the captain spoke, he reached forth an arm, partly in 
natural complaisance, and partly with a cai-elessuess that denote 
ed some consciousness of the difference in their rank, both to 
aid the other to comply with his request, an 1, at need, to enforce 
it. But the free-trader seemed to repel the familiarity ; for he 
drew back, at first, like one who shrank sensitively from the 
contact, and then, without touching the ai'm that was extended 
with a purpose so equivocal, he passed hghtly from the skiff 
into the barge, declining assistance. The movement was scarcely 
made, before Ludlow quitted the latter, and occupied the place 
which Seadrift had just vacated. He commanded one of hia 
men to exchange with the seaman of the brigantine ; and, hav- 
mg made these preparations, be agfan addressed Ids prisoner. 
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" I cominit you' to the care of mj' cockswain and these wor- 
thy tais, Master Seadiift. We shall steer different ways. You 
will take [Xfisessioii of my cabin, where all will be at your dispo- 
sal ; ere the middle watch is called, I shall be there to preventthe 
jjennaiit from coming down, aiid your sea-green flag turning the 
people's heads from their allegiance." 

Ludlow then whispered his orders to his cockswain, and they 
separated. The barge proceeded to the mouth of the river, 
with the long and stately sweep of the oars that marks the pro- 
gress of a man-of-war's boat ; while the skiff followed noiselesssly, 
and iided b^ its color and dimensions, nearly invisible. 

When the tw o boats entered tlie waters of the bay, the barge 
held on its courae towards the distant ship; while the skifi 
inicl ntd to the n^^ht, and steered directly for the bottom of 
the Cove The precaution of the dealer in contraband had pro- 
ndf d hib little boat with muffled sculls ; and Ludlow, when he 
was enabled to discover the fine tracery of the lofty and hght 
spars of the Water- Witch, as they rose above the top of the 
dwarf trees that line the shore, had no reason to think his 
approach was known. Once assured of the presence and posi- 
tion of the biigantine, he was enabled to make his advances 
with all the caution that might be necessary. 

Some ten or fifteen minutes were required to bring the skiff 
beneath the bowsprit of the beautiful craft, withont giving the 
alarm to those who doubtless were watching on her decks. The 
success of our adventurer, however, appeared to be complete ; 
for he was soon holding by the cable, and not the smallest 
souod of any kind had been heard in the brigantine, Ludlow 
now regretted he had not entered the Cove with his barge ; 
for, so profound and unsuspecting was the quiet of the vessel, 
that he doubted not his ability to have carried her by a coup- 
de-main. Vexed by his oversight, and incited by the prospects 
of success, he began to devise those expedients which would 
naturally suggest themselves to a seaman in his situation. 

The wind was southerly, and, though not strong, it was 
charged viih the dampness and heaviness of the night air. As 
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thil bngantiup lay protected from the influence of the lidea, she 
obeypd the curvpnts of the oUier element; and, while herbowa 
looked outward, her stern pointed towards the bottom of the 
baain. The distance from the land was not fifty fathoms, and 
Ludlow did not fail to perceive that the vessel rode by a ketlge, 
and that her anchors, of which there ivaa a good provision, were 
all snugly stowed, lliese fat^ induced Oie hope that he might 
sepavat* the hawser that alone held the brigantine, which in 
the event of his succeeding, he had every reason to believe 
would drift ashore, before tlie alarm could be given to her crew, 
ami set, or an anchor let go. Although neither he nor his com- 
panion possessed any other implement to effect this object than 
thelaT^seaman'sknifeof the latter, the temptation was too great 
not to make the trial, The project was flattering ; for, though 
the vessel in that situation would receive no serious injuiy, the 
unavoidable delay of heaving her off the sands would enable 
his boats, and perhaps the ship herself, t« reach the place in 
time to secure their prize. The bargeman was asked for his knife, 
and Ludlow himself made the first cut upon the sohdanddiflicult 
mass. The steel had no sooner touched the compact yMns, than 
a dazzling glare of light shot into the face of him who held it. 
Recovering ft'om the shock and rubbing his eyes, our startled ad- 
venturer gaaed upwards, with that consciousness of wrong which 
assails us when detected in any covert act, however laudable 
may be ita motive; a sort of homage that nature, under every 
drcumstance, pays to loyal deahngs. 

Though Ludlow felt, at the instant of this inteiTuption, that 
he stood in jeopardy of his Lfe, the concern it awakened was 
momentarily lost in the spectacle before him. The bronzed and 
unearthly features of the im^e were brightly illuminated ; and, 
while her eyes looked on him steadily, as if watching his small- 
est movement, her malign and speaking smile appeared to turn 
his futile effort into acorn ! There was no need to bid the sea- 
man lit the oars do his duty. No sooner did he eatdi tiyc 
expression of that mysterious face, than the skiff whirled away 
frontt]ieFj.!rit,likea8earfow! taking wing under alarm. Though 
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Lidlow at each moment expected a shot, even the immiDence 
of the danger did not prevent him from gazing, in absorbed 
attention, at the image. Tlie light by which it was Ulumined, 
though condensed, powerful, and steadily cast, wavered a little, 
and exhibited her atljre. Then the captain saw the truth of 
what Seadrift had asserted ; for by some process of the machine 
into which he had not leisure fo inquire, the sea-green mantle 
had been changed for a slighter robe of the azure of the deep 
watei'S, As if satisfied with having beti'ayed the inten- 
tion of the sorceress to depart, the light immediately van- 

"This mummery is well maintained!" muttered Ludlow, 
when the skiff had reached a distance that assured him of safety. 
" Here is a symptom that the rover means soon to quit the 
coast. The change of dress is some signal to his superstitious 
and deluded crew. It is my task to disappoint his mistress, as 
he teros her, though it must be confessed that she does not sleep 
at her post" 

During the ten succeeding minutes, our foiled adventurer had 
leisure, no less than motive, to feel how necessary is success to 
any project whose means admit of dispute. Had the hawser 
been cut and the biigantine stranded, it is probable that the 
undertating of the captain would have been accounted among 
those happy expedients which, in all pursuits, are thought to 
distinguish the mental efforts of men particularly ^fted by 
Nature ; while, under the actud circumstances, he who would 
have reaped all the credit of so felidtous an idea, was mentally 
chafing with the apprehension that his unlucky design might 
bpcome known. His companion was no other than Robert 
Yam, the fore-top-man, who, on a former occasion, had been 
heard to affirm that he had already enjoyed so singular a view 
of the lady of the brigantine, while assisting fo furl the fore- 
top-sail of the Coquette. 

" This has been a false board. Master Yarn," observed the 
captain, when the skiff was past the entrance of the Cove, and 
some distance down the bay ; " for the credit of our cruise, we 
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wili not outer tiie occun'ence in tlie log. You underatand me, 
sir ; I trust a word is sufficient for so shrewd a wit V 

" I Lope I know my duty, your honor, which is to obey 
orders, though it may break ownera," returned the toji-mau 
" Cutting a hawser with a knife is but slow work in the beet of 
times ; but though one who has little right to apeak in tho 
presence of a gentleman so weii taught, it is my opinion that 
the steel is not yet sharpened which is to part any rope aboni'd 
yon rover, without the consent of the black-looking woman 
under her bowsprit" 

" And what is the opinion of the berth-deck concerning this 
strange brigantine, that we have so long been following without 
success V 

"That we shall follow her till the last biscuit is eaten, and 
the seuttle-butt shall be dry, with no better fortune. It is not 
my business to teach your honor, but there is not a man in the 
ship who ever expects to be a farthing the better for her capture. 
Men are of many minds concerning the ' Skimmer of the Seas ;' 
but all are agreed that, unless aided by some uncommon luck, 
which may amount to the same thing as being helped by him 
who seldom lends a hand to any honest undertaking, he is 
altogether such a seaman as another like him does not sail the 

"I am sorry that my jieople should have reason to think so 
meanly of our own skill. The ship has not yet had a feir 
chance. Give her an open sea, and a cap-full of wind, and 
she'll defy all the black women that the brigantine can stow. 
As to your ' Skimmer of the Seas,' man or devil, he is our 
prisoner." 

" And does your honor believe that the trim-built and light- 
sailing gentleman we overhauled in this skiff is in truth that 
renowned rover ?" asked Yarn, resting on his sculls in the inter- 
est of the moment. '• There are some on board the ship who 
maintain that the man in question is taller than the big tide- 
waiter at Plymouth, with a psur of shoulders " 

" I have reason to know they are mistaken. If we are more 
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enlighteiied than our ahiiimates, Master Yam, let us be close- 
moutlied, that others do not steal our knowledge — hold, here is 
a crown with the face of King Louis ; he is our bitterest enemy, 
and you may swallow him whole, if you please, or take him in 
morsels, as shall best suit your humor. But remember that our 
cruise in the skiff is nnder secret orders, and the less we say 
about the anchor-wateh of the hrigantine the better." 

Honest Bob took the piece of silver with a gusto that no 
opinions of the marvellous. could diminish; and, touching his 
hat, he did not iail to make the usual pmtestations of discretion. 
That night the messmates of the fore-top-man endeavored in 
vain to extract from him the particulars of his excursion with 
the captain ; though the direct answei's to their home questions 
were only evaded by allusions so dark and ambiguous, as to 
g^ve to that superetitioua feeling of the crew, which Ludlow had 
wished to lull, twice its original force. 

Not long after this short dialogue, the skiff reached the sde 
of the Coquette. Her commander found his prisoner in posses- 
sion of his own cabin, and, though grave if not sad in demeanor, 
perfectly self-possessed. His arrival had produced a deep effect 
on the officers and men, though, like Yam, most of both classes 
refused to believe that the handsome and gaily-attircd youth 
they had been summoned to receive was the notorious dealer in 
contraband. 

Light observers of the forms under which human qualities are 
exhibited, too often mistake their outward signs. Though it is 
quite in reason to believe that he who mingles much in rude and 
violent scenes shonld imbibe some of their lough and repelling 
aspects, still it would seem that, as the stillest watei? commonly 
conceal the deepest currents, so the powers to awaken extraordi- 
nary events are not unfrequently cloaked under a chastened 
and sometimes under a eold exterior. It has ofien happened, 
(hat the most desperate and self-willed men are those whose 
mien and manners would give reason to expect the mildest and 
most tractable dispositions ; while he who has seemed a Uon some- 
times proves, in his real nature, to he Uttle better than a lamb. 
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Ludlow had reason to see that the incredulity of his top-man 
had extended to most on board ; and, as he could not conquer 
his tenderness on the auhjeet of Alida and ail that concerned 
her, wliile on the other hand there existed no motive for 
immediately declaring the truth, he rather favored the general 
mpression by his silence. First giving some orders of the last 
importance at that moment, he passed into the cabin, and sought 
a private interview with his captive. 

" That vacant state-room is at your service. Master Seadrift," 
he observed, pointing to the little apartment opposite to the one 
he occupied himself. " We are Ukely to be shipmates several 
days, unless you choose to shorten the time by entering into a 
capitulation for the Water- Witcli, in which case " 

" You had a proposition to make." 

Ludlow hesitated, cast an eye behind him, to be certdn they 
were alone, and drew nearer to his captive. 

" Sir, I will deal with you as becomes a seaman. La belle 
Bai'b6rie ia dearer to me than ever woman was before ; dearer, 
I fear, than ever woman will be again. Tou need not learn 
that circumstances have oceurred, — Do you love the lady f ' 

" I do." 

" And she— fear not to trust the secret to one who will not 
abuse the ti'ust— returns she your afiection ?" 

The mariner of the bi-igantine drew back with dignity ; then, 
instantly recovering his ease, as if fearftil he might forgot him- 
seli^ he said with wannth— 

"This trifling with woman's weakness is the besetting sin of 
man ! None may speak of her inclinations, Captain Ludlow, 
but herself. It never shall be said that any of the ses had 
aught but fitting reverence for their dependent state, their con- 
stant and confiding love, their iaithfulness in all the world's 
trials, and their singleness of heart, from me." 

" These sentiments do you honor ; and I could wish, for your 
own sake, as well as that of others, there was less of contrariety 
m your character. One cannot hut grieve " 

"You had a proposition for thebrigantine!" 
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"I would have said, that were the vessel yielded without (tip- 
ther pursuit, means might be found to soften the blow to those 
who will otherwise be most wounded by her capture." 

Thefece of the dealer in contraband had lost some of its iiatial 
brightness and animation ; the color of the cheek was not as rich, 
and the eye was less at ease, than in his former interviews with 
LuiUow. But a smile of security crossed his fine features when 
tte other spoke of the iate of the brigantine. 

" The keel of the ship that is to capture the Water- Witch is 
not yet laid," he said firmly ; " nor is the canvas that is to drive 
her through the water wove ! Our mistress is not so heedless 
as to sleep when there is most occasion for her services." 

" This mummery of a supernatural aid may be of use in 
holding the minds of the ignorant beings who follow your 
fortunes, in subjection, but it is lost when addressed to me. I 
have ascertained the position of the brigantine — nay, I have 
been under her very bowsprit, and so near her cu^water as tc 
have examined her moorings. Measures are now taking tc 
improve my knowledge, and to secure the prize." 

The free-trader heard him without exhibiting alarm, thougl 
he listened with an attention that rendered his breathing audible 

"You found my people vigilant?" he rather carelessly 
observed, than asked. 

" So much so, that I have said the skiff was pulled beneatt 
ner martingale without a h^ll Had there been means, i'. 
would not have required many moments to cut the hawser by 
which she rides, and to have laid your beauteous vessel ashore t ' 

The gleam of Seadrift's eye was like the glance of an eagle 
It seemed to inquire, and to resent, in the same instant 
Ludlow shrank from the piercing look, and reddened to the 
brow, — whether with Ms recollections, or not, it is unnecessary 
lo explain. 

"The worthy device was thought of! — nay, it was at- 
' exclaimed the other, gathering confirmation in the 
is of his companion. — " You did not — you eould no! 
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" Our success will be proved in the result" 

"The lady of the brigarjtine foi'got not her chiu'ge ! Yov 
saw her bright eye — hei' dark and meaning face ! Light shone 
on that mysterious countenance — iny words are true, Ludlow ; 
thy tongue is silent, but that honest countenance confesses all I " 

The gay dealer in contraband turned away, and laughed iii 
his merriest manner. 

" I knew it would be so," he continued ; " what is the absence 
of one humble ador from her train ! Trust me, you will find 
her coy as ever, and ill-disposed to hold convei'se with a cruiser 
who speaks so rudely through his cannon. Ha ! — here are 
auditors ! " 

An officer, to announce the near approach of a boat, entered. 
Both Ludlow and his prisoner started at this intelUgence, and it 
was not difficult to fancy, both believed that a message fi'om fite 
Water-Witch might be exj)ected. The former hastened on 
deck ; while tbe latter, not withstanding a self-possession tliat 
was so much practised, could not wmain entirely at his ease- 
He passed into the state-room, and it is more than probable 
that he availed himself of the window of its quarter^llery, to 
reconnoitre those who were so unexpectedly coming to the ship. 

But after the usual hail and reply, Ludlow no longer antid- 
pated any proposal from the brigantine. The answer had been 
what a seaman would call lubberly; or it wanted that atlJe 
purity that men of the profession rarely fiul to use on all occa- 
sions, and by the means of which they can (el! a pretender to 
iLeir mysteries, with a quickness that is almost instinctive. 
When the short, quick " boal^ahoy ! " of the sentinel on the 
gang-way, was answered by the " what do you want ? " of a 
startled respondent in the boat, it was received among the crew 
of the Coquette with such a sneer as the tyro, who has taken 
two steps in any particular branch of knowledge, is apt to 
bestow on the blunders of him who has taken but one. 

A deep silence reigned, while a party consisting of two men 
and as many females mounted the side of the ship, leaving a 
sufficient number of forms behind them in the boat to man its 
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oaca. Notwithstanding more than one light was held in such 
a manner as would have discovered the faces of the strangets 
had they not all heen closely muffled, the party passed into the 
33bin without recognition. 

"Master Cornelius Ludlow, one might as well put on tha 
Queen's Hvery at once, aa to be steering in this uncertain 
manner, between the Ooquetfe and the land, i?ke a prot<»t«d 
not« sent from endorser to endorser, to be paid," commenced 
Alderman Van Beverout, uncasing himself in the great cabin 
witli the coolest deliberation, while his niece sank into a chwr 
unbidden, her two attendants standing near in submissive silence. 
" Here is Alida, who has insisted on paying so unseasonable a 
visit, and, what is worse still, on dragging me in her train, 
though I am past the day of following a woman about, merely 
because she happens to have a pretty face. The hour is unsea- 
sonable, and as to the motive— why, if Master Seadrift has got 
a little out of his coui'se, no great harm can come of it, while 
the affeir is in the hands of m discreet and amiable an officer as 
youiself." 

The Alderman became suddenly mute ; for the door of the 
state-room opened, and the indiridual he had named entered in 
peraon. 

Ludlow needed no other explanation than the knowledge of 
the persons of bis guests, to understand the motive of their visit. 
Turning to Alderman Van Beverout, he said, with a bitterness 
he could not repress — 

" My presence may be intrusive. Use the the cabin as fi'sely 
as your own house, and rest assured that while it is thus 
honored, it shall be sacred to its present uses. My duty calls 
me to the deck." 

The young man bowed, and hurried from the place. As he 
passed Alida, he caught a gleam of her dark and eloquent eye, 
and he construed the glance into an expression of gratitude. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



Tub woi'ds of tlie immortal poet, with which, in deference to 
an aniaent usf^ in tie literature of the language, we have 
prefaced the iniadents to be related in this chapter, are in perfect 
conformity with that governing maxim of a vessel, which is 
commonly found embodied in ite standing orders, and which 
prescribes the necessity of exertion and activity in the least of ita 
operations. A strongly-manned ship, like a strong-armed man, 
is fond of showing its physical power, for it is one of the princi- 
pal secrets of its effiden^. In a profession in which there is an 
unceasing contest with the wild and fickle winds, and in which 
human efforts are to be manifested in the control of a delicate 
and fearful machinery on an inconstant element, this governing 
prindple becomes of the last importance. Where " delay may 
so easily be deatii," it soon gets to be a word that is expunged 
irom the langmige; and there is perhaps no truth more neces- 
sary to be known to all young aspirants for naval success, than 
that, while nothing should be attempted in a hurry, nothing 
should be done without the last degree of activity that is com- 
patible with precision. 

The commander of the Coquette had early been impressed 
with the truth of the foregoing rule, and he had not neglected 
its application in the discipline of his crew. When he reached 
the deck, therefore, after relinqnisliing the cabin to his visitois, 
he found those preparations which he had ordered to be com- 
menced when he first returned to the ship, already far advanced 
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towards their execution. As these movements are closely con- 
nected "with the future events it is ow duty lo explain, we shall 
relate them with some paitieulaiity. 

'-Ludlow had no sooner given his orders to the officer in 
charge of the deck, than the call of the boatswain was heard 
summoning all hands to their duty. When the crew was col- 
leel^d, tackles were hooked to the large boats stowed in the 
centre of the ship, and the whole of them were lowered into the 
water. The descent of those suspended on the quarters was 
of course less difficult, and much soouer effected. So soon as all 
the boats, with the exception of one at the stem, were out, the 
order was given to " cross top-gallant-yards." This dnty had 
been commenced while other things were in the course of per- 
formance, and a minute had scarcely passed before the uppei 
masts were again in possession of their light sails. Then was 
heard the usual summons of " ail hands up anchor, ahoy 1" and 
the rapid ordei* of tlie young officers to " man capstan-bars," to 
" nipper," and finally to " heave away," The business of get- 
ting the anchor on board a cruiser, and on board a ship engaged 
iu commerce, is of very different degrees of labor, as well as of 
expedition. In the latter, a dozen men apply their powers to a 
slow-moving and reluctant windlass, while the untractable cable, 
as it enters, is broken into coils by the painful efforts of a 
grumbling cook, thwarted, perhaps, as much as he is aided hj' 
the waywardness of some wilful urchin who does the service of 
the cabin. On the other hand, the upright and constantly- 
moving capstan knows no delay. The revolving "messenger" 
is ever ready to be applied, and skilful petty officers are always 
in the tiers, to dispose of the massive rope, that it may not en- 
cumber the decks. 

Lndlow appeared among his people while they were thus 
employed. Ere he had made one hasty turn ou the quar- 
ter-deck, he was met by the busy firstrlieutenant. 

" We are short, Sir," said that agent of all work. 

" Set your topsails." 

ITie canvas was instantly permitted to fall, and it was no 
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sooner stretched to the yards, than force was applied to tha 
halyards, and the sails were hoisted. 

" Which way, Sir, do you wish the ship cast ?" demanded 
tiie attentive Luff. 

" To seaward." 

The head-yards were accordingly braced aback in the proper 
direction, and it was then repotted to the captain that all was 
ready to get the ship under way. 

" Trip the anchor at once, Sir ; when it is stowed, and the 
decks are cleared, report t« me." 

This sententious and characteristic communicatiou was suffi- 
cient for all the purposes of that moment. The one was accus- 
tomed to issue his orders without explanation, and the other 
never hesitated to obey, and rarely presumed to inquire into 
their motive. 

" We are aweigh and stowed. Sir ; evetything clear," said 
Mr. Luff, after a few minutes had been allowed to execute the 
preceding commands. 

Ludlow then seemed to ai^ouse himself ftom a deep reverie. 
He had hitherto spoken mechanically, rather than as one con- 
scious of what he uttered, or whose feehngs had any connexion 
with his words. But it was now necessary to mingle with his 
officers, and to issue mandates that, as they were less in routine, 
required both thought and discretion. The arevs of the difier- 
ent boats were " called away," and arms were placed in their 
hands. When nearly or quite one half of the ship's company 
were in the boate, and the latter were all reported to be ready, 
officers were assigned to each, and the particular service expected 
at their hands was distinctly explained. 

A master's mate in the Captain's bai^ with the crew 
strengthened by half-ardoien marines, was ordered to pull 
directly for the Cove, into which he was to enter with muffled 
oars, and where he was to await a signal from the first-Keutenant, 
unless he met the brigantine endeavoring to escape, in which 
case his orders were imperative to board and carry her at every 
hazard. The high-spirited youth no sooner received this chai^ 
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Ihiin iio quitted the ship and steered to the southwai'd, keeping 
inside the tongue of land so often named. 

Luff was then told to take command of the launch. With 
this lie^vy and atj'ongly-manned boat, he was ordered to pio- 
ee«d to the inlet, where he was to give the signal to the hai^ 
and whence he was to go to the assistance of the latter, so soon 
iis be was assured the Wat^r- Witch could not again escape ty 
tLe secret passage. 

The two cutters were intnisted to the command of the second- 
lientenant, with orders to pull into the broad passage between 
the end of the cape, or die " Hooli," and that long narrow 
island which stretches from the harbor of New York for more 
than forty leagues to the eastward, sheltenng the whole coast 
of Connecticut from the tempests of the ocean, Ludlow knew, 
though ships of a heavy draught were obliged to pass close to 
the cape, in order to gain the open sea, that a light hrigantine, 
like the Wate^ Witch, could find a suffident depth of water for 
her purposes fiirther north. The cutters wei'C, therefore, sent in 
that direction, with ordore to cover as much of the channel as 
possible, and to carry the smu^ler should an occasion offer. 
Finally, the yawl was to occupy the space between the two 
channels, with orders to repeat signals, and to be vigilant in 
reconnoitring. 

While the different ofEceK intrusted with these duties were 
receiving their instructions, the ship, under the charge of Try- 
sail, began to move towards the cape. When off the point of 
the Hook, the two cutters and the yawl " cast off," and took to 
their oars, and when lairly without the buoys, the launch did 
the same, each boat taking its prescribed direction, 

K the reader retmns a distinct recollection of the sceno 
described in one of the earlier pa;j''S of Ihis work, he will undo> 
^tand the grounds on which Ludlow based his hopes of success. 
By sending the launch into the inlet, he beheved he should 
inclose the hrigantine on every side ; since her escape through 
dther of the ordinary channels would become irapoaable, while 
he kept the Coquette in the offing. The service he expected 
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from the three boats sent to the aorthward, was to trace the 
movement of the smuggler, and should a suitable opportunity 
offer, to attempt to carry him by surprise. 

"When the launch parted from the ship, the Coquette came 
slowly up to the wind, and with her fore-topsail thrown to tie 
mast, she lay, waiting to allow her boats the time necessary to 
/each their several stations. The different expeditions had 
reduced the force of the erew qiiite one half, and as both the 
heutenants were otherwise employed, there now remained on 
board no officer of a rank between those of the captain and 
Trysail. Some time after the vessel had been statJonary, and 
the men had been ordered to keep close, or in other words, to 
dispose of their persons as they pleased, with a view to permit 
them to catch " cat's naps,'' as some compensation for the loss 
of their regular sleep, the latter approached his superior, who 
stood gazing over the hammock-cloths in the direction of the 
Cove, and spoke. 

" A dark night, smooth water, and fresh hands, make boating 
agreeable duty !" he said. " The gentlemen are in fine heart, 
andfiill of young men's hopes; but he who lays that brigantine 
aboard, will, in my poor judgment, have more work to do than 
merely getting up her side. I was in the foremost boat that 
boarded a Spaniard in the Mona, last war ; and though we went 
into her with light heeb, some of ns were brought out with 
broken heads. — I think the fbre-top-gallant-mast has a better 
set, CaptMn Ludlow, since we gave the last pull at the 

"It stands well," returned his half-attentive commander. 
" GHve it the other drag, if you think best," 

" Just as you please. Sir ; 'tis all one to me. 1 care not if 
the mast is hove all of one side, like the hat on the head of a 
country buck ; but when a thing is as it ought to be, reason 
would tell us to let it alone. Mr. Luff was of opinion, that by 
altering the slings of the main-yard, we should give a better set 
to the topsail sheets ; but it was little that could be done with 
tlie stick aloft, and I am ready to pay Her Majesty the difference 
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between the wear of the sheets as they stand now, and as Mr. 
Luff would have them, out of my own pocket, though it is often 
as empty as a parish church in which, a fox-hunting parson 
pi'eaches. I was present, once, wheo a real tally-ito waa reading 
the service, and one of your godless squires got in the wake of 
a fox, with, his hounds, within haO of tlie church-windows ! The 
cries had some such effect on my roarer, as a puff of wind would 
have on this ship ; that is to say, he sprung his luff, and though 
)ie kept on muttering something I never knew what, his eye^ 
were in the fields the whole time the pack was in view. But 
this wasn't the woist of it ; for when he got feirly back to his 
work agdn, the wind had been blowing the leaves of his book 
about, aud he plumped us into the middle of the mwriage cere- 
mony. I am no great lawyer, but there were those who said it 
was a god-send that half the young men in the parish weren't 
married to their own grandmothers !" 

"I hope the match was agreeable to the family," said Lud- 
ow, relieving one elbow by resting the weight of his head on 
the other. 

" Why, as to that, I will not take upon roe to Bay, since the 
clerk corrected the parson's reckoning before the mischief was 
entirely done. There has been a little dispute between me and 
the first-lieutenant, Captain Ludlow, concerning the trim of the 
ship. He maintains that we have got too much in fonvard of 
what he calls the centre of gravity ; and he is of opinion that 
had we been less by the head, the smuggler would never have 
had the heels of us in the chase ; whereas I invil* any man to 
lay a craft on her wa(«T-Iine ■" 

" Show our light !" interrupted Ludlow. "Yondergoes the 
signal of the launch !'' 

Trysail ceased speaking, and stepping on a gun, he began to 
gaze in the direction of the Cove. A lantern, or some other 
bright object, was leisurely raised three limes, and as often hid 
from view. Tlie signal came fiom under the land, and in a 
quarter that left no doubt of its object. 

" 80 far well,'' cried the Cantain, quitting his stand, and 
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turning, for the first time, with consciousneas, to his officer. 
" 'Tia a sign that they are at the inlet, and tliat the offing ia 
clear. I think, Master Trysail, we are now sure of our prize. 
Sweep tie horizon thoroughly with the night-glass, and then we 
will close upon this boasted brigantine." 

Both took glasses, and devoted several minutes lo this duty. 
A careful examination of the margin of the sea, from the coast 
of New Jersey to that of Long Island, gave them reason to be- 
liei e that nothing of any size was lying without the cape. The 
sky was more free from clouds to the eastward than under the 
land, and it was not difBcult to make cei'tain of this important 
fact. It gave them the assurance that the Water- Witch had 
not escaped by the secret passage, during the time lost in their 
own preparations. 

"This is still well," continued Ludlow. "Now he caanot 
avoid us — show the triangle." 

Three hghts, disposed in the form just named, were then 
hoisted at the gaff-^nd of the Coquette. It was an order for 
the boats in the Cove to proceed. The signal was quickly an- 
swered from the launch, and a small rocket was seen sailing over 
the trees and shrubbery of the shore. Ail on board the Co- 
quette listened intently to catch some sound that =ibould denote 
the tumult of an assault Onci Ludlow and Tnsil th^u^ht 
the cheers of seamen came on the thiik in ot tht, n glit md 
once, s^in, either fancy or their senses tf Id them they heard 
the menadng hail which conunwded thp outljtws to lubmit 
Many minutes of intense anxiety succeeded The whole ol the 
hammock-cloths on the side of the ship nearest to the land were 
lined with curious faces, though respect left Ludlow to the sole 
occupation of the short and light deck which covered the ac- 
■Bommodations ; whither he had ascended, to command a more 
perfect view of the horizon. 

" lis tJme to hear their musketiy, or to see the signal of suc- 
cess !" said the young man to himself, so intently occupied by 
his interest in the undertaking, as to be unconscious of having 
spoken. 
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" Have you forgotten to provide a signal for failure V said 
one at his elbow. 

" Ha ! Master Seadrift ; — I would have spared you tliis 
Bpectacle." 

" 'Tie one too often witnessed to be singular. A life passed 
on the ocean bas not left me ignorant of the effect of night, wltli 
a view seawai'd, a dark coasts and a background of mountain !" 

" You have confidence in him left in ehai^ of your brigan- 
jne ! I shall have faith in your sea-green lady myself, if he 
escape my boats this time." 

" See I — there is a token of her fortune," returned the other, 
pointing towards three lanterns that were shown at the inlet's 
mouth, and over which many lights were burnt in rapid suc- 
cession. 

" Tis of failure ! Let the ship fa!!-of, and square away the 
yards ! Round in, men, round in. We will run down to the 
entrance of the bay, Mr. Trysml. The knaves have been aided 
by their lucky star !" 

Ludlow spoke with deep vexation in his tones, but always 
with the authority of a superior and the promptitude of a sea- 
man. The motionless being, near him, maintained a profound 
silence. No exclamation of triumph escaped him, nor did he 
open his lips either in pleasure or in surprise. It appeared as 
if confidence in his vessel rendered hira as much superior to ex- 
ultation as to apprehension. 

" You look upon this exploit of your brigantine. Master Sea- 
drift, as a thing of course," Ludlow observed, when his own 
ship was steering towards the extremity of the cape again. 
" Fortune has not deserted you yet ; but with the land on three 
sides, and this ship and her boats on the fourth, I do not des- 
pair yet of prevafling over your bronzed goddess !" 

" Our mistress never sleeps," returned the dealer in contra- 
band, drawing a long breath, Uke one who had struggled long 
to repress his interest. 

"Terms ai'e still in your power. I shall not coneeal that the 

CommJsaionere of Her Majesty's customs set so high a price on 

16 
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the possession of Uie Water- Witch, as to embolden me to as- 
Bume a responsibility from which I might, on any other occasion, 
shrink. Deliver the vessel, and I pledge you the honor of an 
officer that the crew shall land witliout question, — Leave her to 
us, with empty decks and a swept hold, if you will, — but, leara 
the swift boat in our hands." 

" The lady of the brigantine thinks otherwioe She we-w-^ hor 
mantle of the deep waters, and, trust me, spite of all voiir nets, 
she will lead her followers beyond the oftice= ot the leid, md 
far ironi soundings : — aye, spite of all the t\i\j of Queen 

" I hope that others may not repent thi^ obstinicy I But this 
is no time to bandy words; the duty of the ship requires my 
presence." 

Seadrift look the hint, and reluctantlj rptired to the cabin 
As he left the poop, the moon rose aboie the line ot water in 
the eastern boaid, and shed its light alon^' (he whole horiion 
The crew of tlie Coquette were now enabled to see, with suffi 
cient distinctness, from the sands of the Hook to the distaii©! 
of many leagues to seaward. There no longer remained a doubt 
that the brigantine was still within tho bay. Encouraged by 
this certainty, Ludlow endeavored to forget all motives of per- 
sonal feeling, in the discharge of a duty that was getting to be 
more and more interesting, as the prospect of its successful 
accomplishment grew brighter. 

It was not long before the Coquette reached the channel 
which forms the available moiith of the estuary. Here the ship 
was again brought to the wind, and men were sent upon the 
yards and all her more lofty spars, in order to overlook, by the 
dim and deceitful light, as much of the inner water as the eye 
co\iId reach ; while Ludlow, assisted by the master, was engaged 
in the same employment on the deck. Two or three midship- 
men were included among the common herd aloft. 

" There is nothing visible within," said the captain, after a 
long and anxious search with a glass. "The shadow of the Jer- 
sey mountains prevents the sight in that direction, while the 
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apars of a frigate might be confounded with the trees of 
Staten Island, here, in the northern board. — Cross-jack-yard, 

T}ie shrill voice of a midshipman answered to the hail, 

" What do you make within the Hook, Sir ?" 

" Nothing visible. Our baige is pulling along the land, and 
tlie launch appears to be lying otf the inlet ; aye, here is the 
yawl resting on its oars without the Eomer; but we can find 
nothing which looks like tlie cutter in the range of Coney." 

" Take another sweep of the glass more westward, and look 
well into the mouth of the Earitan ; mark you anything in that 
quarter ?" 

" Ha ! here is a speck on our lee quarter." 

" What do you make of it S" 

" Unless sight deceives me greatly. Sir, there is a light boat 
pulling in for the ship, about three cables' lenglt distant." 

Ludlow rMsed his own glass, and swept the water in the 
direction named. After one or two unsuccessftil trials, his eye 
caught the object ; and as the moon had now some power, he 
was at no loss to distinguish its character. There was evidently 
a boat, and one that, by its movements, had a design of holding 
communication witli the cruiser. 

The eye of a seaman is acute on his element, and his mind is 
quick in forming opinions on all things that properly appertiun 
to his profession. Lndlow saw instantly, by the construction, 
that the boat was not one of those sent from the ship ; that it 
approached in a direction which enabled it to avoid the Coquette, 
by keeping in .•» part of the bay where the water was not suffi- 
ciently deep to admit of her passt^ ; and that its movements 
were so guarded as to denote great caution, while there was an 
evident wish to draw as near to the cniiser as prudence might 
render advisable. Taking a trumpet, he hailed in the well 
known and customary manner. 

The answer came up faintly against the air, but it was uttered 
with much practice in the implement and with an exceeding 
s of voice, 
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" Aye, aye !" aad, " a parley fi'om tJie brigaatine !" were tlia 
only words that were distinctly audible. 

For a minute or two, the young man paced the deck in 
silence. Then he suddenly commanded the only boat which 
the cruiser now possessed, to be lowered and manned. 

"Throw Ml ensign into the steni-sheels," he smd, when these 
orders were executed ; " and let there be arms beneath it. We 
will keep faith while faith is observed, but there are reasons fct 
caution in this interview." 

Trysail was directed to keep the ship stationary, and after 
giving tji his subordinate private instructions of importance in 
the event of treachery, Ludlow went into the boat in person. 
A very few minutes sufficed' to bring the jolly-boat and the 
stranger so near each other, that the means of communication 
were both easy and sure. The men of the former were then 
commanded to cease rowing, and, rsusing his glass, the com- 
mander of the cruiser took a more certain and minute survey 
of those who awaited his coming. The strange boat was danc- 
ing on the waves, like a light shell that floated so buoyantly as 
scarce to touch the element which sust^ned it, while four 
athletic seamen leaned on the oars which lay ready to urge it 
ahead. In the atetn-sheeta stood a form, whose attitude and 
mien could not readily be mistaken. In the admirable steadi- 
ness of the figure, the folded arms, the fine and manly propor- 
tions, and the attire, Ludlow recognised the mariner of the 
India-shawL A wave of the hand induced Mm to venture 
nearer. 

" What is asked of the royal cruiser ?" demanded the captain 
of the ves-sels named, when the two boats were as near each 
other as seemed expedient. 

" Confidence !" was the calm reply, — " Come nearer, Captain 
Ludlow ; I am here with naked hands ! Our conference need 
not be maintained with trumpets." 

Ashamed that a boat belonging to a ship of war should betray 
doubts, the people of tlie yawl were ordered U< gn within read; 
of the oars. 
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" Well, Sir, you have your wish. I have quitted my ship, 
and come to the parley, with the smallest of my hoafs." 

"It is unnecessary to say what has been done with tJie 
others !" returned Tiller, across the firm muscles of whose face 
there passed a smile that was scarcely perceptible. " Yon hunt 
iM hacd. Sir, ami give but little rest to the brigantine. But 
again are you foiled !" 

" "We have a harbinger of better fortune in a lucky blow that 
has been struck to-night." 

" Tou are understood. Sir ; Master Seadrift has Men into 
Ihe hands of the Queen's servants — but take good heed ! if 
injury, in word or deed, befall tliat youth, there live those who 
well know how to resent the wrong !" 

" These are lofty expressions to come fi'om a proscribed man ; 
but we will overlook them iu the motive. Your brigantine, Mas- 
ter Tiller, lost its master-spirit in the ' Skimmer of the Seas,' and 
it may be wise to listen to the suggestJons of moderation. If you 
are disposed to treat, I am here with no disposition to extort" 

" We meet in a suitable spirit, then. ; for I come prepared to 
offer terms of ransom that Queen Anne, if she love her revenue, 
need not despise ; — hut, as in duty to Her Majesty, I will firat 
listen to her royal pleas\u'e." 

"IHrst, then, as a seaman, and one who is not ignorant of 
what a vessel can perform, let me direct your attention to the 
situation of the parties, I am certain that the Water- Witeh, 
though for the moment concealed by the shadows of the hills, 
or (avored, perhap, by distance and the feebleness of this Lght, 
is in the waters of Uie bay. A force, against which she has no 
power of resistance, watches the inlet; you see the cruiser in 
readiness to meet her off the Hook. My boats are so stationed 
as fo preclude the possibility of escape, without suffident notice, 
by (he northern channel ; and, in short, the outlets are all 
closed to your pass^e. With the morning light we shall know 
your position, and act accordingly." 

"No chart, can show the dangers of rocks and shoals more 
dearly !—- and to avoid these dangers f 
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"Yield the brigantine and depart. Though outlawed, we 
shall content ourselves with the possession of the remarkable 
vessel in which you do your misohieE and hope that, deprived 
of the means to err, you will return to better eourses." 

" With the prayers of the church for our amendment ! Now 
listen, Captain Ludlow, to what I offor. You have the person 
of one much loved by all who follow the lady of the sea-green 
mantle in jour power ; and we have a brigantine that does 
much injury to Queen Anne's supremacy in the waters of this 
hemisphere ; — yield you the captive, and we promise to quit 
this coast never to return." 

" This were a worthy treaty, tr\ily, for one whose habitation 
is not a mad-houao ! Kelinciuiah roy right over the principal 
doer of the evil, and receive the unsupported pledge of a subor- 
dinate's word I Your happy fortune, Master I'iller, has troubled 
your reason. What I offer, was offered because I would not 
drive an unfortunate and remarkable man hke him we have, 
to extremities, and^therc may be other motives, but do not 
mistake my lenity. Should force become necessary to put your 
vessel into our Lands, the law may view your offences with a 
BtJll harsher eye. Deeds which the lenity of our system now 
considera as venial, may easily turn to crime !" 

' I ought not to take your distrust as other than excusable," 
returned the siauagler, evidently suppressing a feeling of haughty 
and wounded pnde " The word of a free-trader should have 
Lttle weight in the ears of a queen's officer. We have been 
trained m difleient schools, and the same objects are seen in 
differ nt colore Your proposal has been heard, and, with some 
thinks for its fair intentions, it is refused without a hope of 
aa^ptance Our bnganline is, as you rightiy think, a remark- 
able lessel ! Her equal, Sir, for beauty or speed, floats not the 
ocean. By heaven ! I would sooner slight the smiles of the 
fairest woman that walb the earth, than entertain a thought 
which should betray the interest I feel in that jewel of naval 
skill ! You have seen her at many times. Captain Ludlow — in 
Bqualla and calms ; with her wings abroad, and her pinions 
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shut ; by day and night ; near and far ; fair and foul ; — aiid I 
ask you, willi a seaman's franliness, is she not a toy to fill a 

"I deny not the vessel's merits, nor her beauty — 'tis a pity 
sie bears no better repittatioE." 

" I knew you could not iritbbold this praise ! But I grow 
(ihildisb when there is question of that brigantine I Well, Sir, 
each has been heard, and now comes the conclusion. I part 
with the apple of my eye, ere a stick of that lovely febric is 
wiUingly deserted. Shall we make other ransom for the youth t 
— What think you of a pledge in gold, to be forfeited should 
we foiget o\ir word." 

"You aak impossibilities. In treating thus at all I quit the 
path of proud authority, because, as has been said, there is that 
about the ' Skimmer of the Seas ' that raises him above the 
coarse herd who in common traffic against the law. The 
brigantine or nothing !" 

" My life before that brigantine ! Sir, you forget our fortune 
ai'e protected by one who laughs at the efforts of your fleet. 
You think that we are inclosed, and that, when light shall 
return, there will remain merely the easy task to place your 
iron-mounted cruiser on our beam, and drive us to seek mercy. 
Here are honest raai'inera who could tell you of the hopeless- 
ness of the expedient. The Water-Witch has run the gauntlet 
of all your navies, and shot has never yet defaced her beauty. 
" And yet her Umbs have been known to fall before a messen 
ger from my ship." 

" The stick wanted the commission of our mistress," interrupted 
the other, glandng his eye at the credulous and attentive crew 
of the boat "In a thoughtle-s moment, 'twas taken up at sea, 
and fashioned to our purpose without counsel from the book. 
Nothing that touches our decks, under fittini; advice, comes to 
harm. You look incredulous, and it is m character to seem so. 
If you refuse to listen to the lady of the bngantine at least lend 
an ear to your own laws. Of whit iflence cm \ou charge 
Master Seadrift, that you hoid him captiie i ' 
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" His redoubted name of ' Skimmer of tlie Seas' were warranty 
to force tun from a sanctiiarj ," rptjrmd Ludlow, =miling. 
" Though proof should fail of iny jmmpdi^t'' cnmp, there is 
impunity for the arrest, since the hw lefiises to protect him." 

" This is your hoaated justice ' Eogue* m authonty combine 
to condemn an absent and a silent m m But it you thmk to 
do your yiolenoe with impunity, know theie are those who take 
deep interest in the welfare of that youth." 

"This is foolish bandying of menaces," said the captain, 
warmly. " If you accept my offers, speak ; and if you reject 
them, abide the consequences." 

" I abide the consequences. But since we cannot come to 
terms, as victor and the submitting party, we may part in 
amity. Touch my hand, Captain Ludlow, as one brave man 
should salute another, though the next minute they are to grap- 
ple at tlie throat." 

Ludlow hesitated. The proposal was made with so frank and 
manly a mien, and the air of the free-trader, as he leaned beyond 
the gunwale of his boat, was so superior to his pursuit, that, 
unwilling to seem churlish or to be outgone lu c urtesv he 
reluctantly consentcl and laid hia palm \ ithm that the other 
offered. The "smuggler profited ! j tlie ) n ction to draw the 
boats nearer, and to tl e amazement of all *ho w tnessed the 
action, he stepped boldly into the yawl and wis seated iace to 
face with ils ofhcer m a moment 

'' These are matters that are not fit for every ear," said the 
decided and confident mariner, in an undertone, when he had 
made this sudden change in the position of the parties. " Deal 
with me frankly, CaptMu Ludlow : is your piisoner left to brood 
on his melancholy, or does he feel the consolation of knovring 
that others take an interest in his welfare ?" 

" He does not want for sympathy, Master Tiller, since ho has 
the pity of the finest woman in America." 

" Ha ! la belle Barbeiie owns her esteem ! — is the conjecture 
right 1 " 

"Unhappily, you are too near the truth. The infatuated girl 
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Beems but to live in his i>resence. Sbe has so far forgotten the 
opinions of others, as to follow him to my ship." 

Tiller listened intently ; fi'om that instant all concern disap- 
poared from his countenance. 

" He who is thus favored may, for a moment, even forget the 
biigantine !" he exclaimed, with his natnral recklessness of air, 
" And tlie alderman 1 " 

" Has more discretion tian his niece, since he did not permit 
her lo come alone," 

" Enough. Captain Ludlow, let what will follow, we part as 
friends. Fear not. Sir, to touch the hand of a proscribed man 
again ; it is honest after its own fashion, and many is the peer 
and prince who keeps not so clean a palm. Deal tenderly with 
that gay and rash young sailor ; he wants the discretion of an 
older head, but the heart is kindness itself. I would haaard life 
to shelter his, but at every hazard the hiiganline must he saved. 
Adieu." 

There was emotion in the vdce of the mariner of the shawl, 
notwithstanding his high bearing. Squeezing the hand of Lud- 
low, he passed back into his own barge, with the ease and 
steadiness of one who made the ocean his home. 

" Adieu !" he repeated, signing to his men to pull in the 
direction of the shoals, where it was certain the ship could not 
follow. " "We may meet again ; until then, adieu." 

" We are sure to meet with the return of light," 

"Believe it not, brave gentleman. Our lady will thrust the 
spars under her ^rdle, and pass a fleet unseen. A SEulor'a 
blessing on you ; fair winds and a plenty ; a safe landfall, and a 
cheerful home ! Deal kindly by the boy ; and, in all but evil 
wishes to my vessel, success light on your ensign !" 

The seamen of both boats dashed their oare into the water at 
the same instant, and the two parties were quickly without the 
hearing of the voice. 
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The time of the iuterview related in the close of the preceding 
chapter, was in the earlj watches of the night. It now becomes 
our duty to transport the readei to another, that had place 
Beveral houra later, and after day had dawned on the industrious 
bui^hers of Manhattan, 

liere stood near one of the wooden wharves which lined the 
arDc of tlie sea on which the city is so happily placed, a dwell- 
ing, around which there was every sign that its owner was 
engaged in a retail commerce, that wa* active and thriving for 
that age and comitry. Notwithstanding the earliness of the 
hour, the windows of this house were open; and an individnal, 
of a biisy-looldng face, thrust his head so often from one of the 
casements, as to show that he already expected the appearance 
of a second party in the afiair that had probahly called him 
from his bed even sooner than common, A tremendous rap at 
ilie door relieved his visible uneasiness ; and, hastening to open 
it, he received bis visitor, with much parade of ceremony, and 
many protestations of respect, in person, 

" This is an honor, my lord, that does not often befall men 
of my bumble condition," said the master of the house, in the 
flippantutteranceof a vulgar cockney; "but I thought it would 
be more agreeable to yonr lordship to receive the a — a — here, 
than in the place where your lordship just at this moment 
resides. Will your lordship please to rest yourself^ aft«r your 
brdship's walk V 

" I thank you, Carnaby," returned the other, taking the 
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jffered seat with an air of easy supeiiority. "You judge with 
your usual diacL'etion, as respeds the place, though I doubt the 
prudence of seeing him at all. Has the man come ?" 

" Doubtless, my lord ; he would hardly presume to ieep your 
lordship waiting, and much less would I countenance him 
in so gross a disrespect. He will be most happy to wait on 
you, my lord, whenever your toi'dship shall please." 

" Let him wait : there is no nece^ty foe haste. He has pro- 
bably communicated some of the objecfs of this eJitraordinary 
call on my time, Oarnaby ; and you can break them in tlie 
intervening moments," 

" I am sorry to say, my lord, that the fellow is as obstinate as 
a mule. I felt the impropriety of introducing him personally 
to your lordship ; but as he insisted he had affaire that would 
deeply interest you, my lord, I could not take upon me to 
Bay what would be agreeable to your lordship, or what not ; and 
so I was bold enough to write the note," 

" And a very properly expressed note it was, Master Camaby. 
I have not received a better worded communication since 
my arrival in this colony. 

"I am sure the approbation of your lordship might justly 
make any man proud I It is tte ambition of my life, my lord, 
to do the duties of my station in a proper maimer, and to treat 
all above me with a suitable respect, my lord, and all below me 
as in reason bound. If I might presume to think in such a 
matter, my lord, I should say that these colonists are no great 
judges of propriety in their correspondence, or indeed in any- 
Uiing else." 

The noble visitor shrugged his shoulder, and threw an 
expression into Ins look that encouraged the retwler to pro- 

" It is just what I think myself, my lord," he continued, sim- 
pering ; " but then," he added, with a condoling and patronizing 
tar, " how should they know any better ! England is but 
Ui island, after all; and the whole world cannot be boru 
and educated on the same Wt of earth." 
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" Twould be inconvenient, Carnaby, if it led to no otbet 
anpleasant consequence." 

"Almost word for word wiiat I said to Mrs. Carnaby myself, 
no later than yesterday, my lord, only vastly better espresaed, 
'Twould b« inconvenient, said I, Mrs. Camaby, to take in 
tlie other lodger, for everybody cannot live in the same bouse ; 
which covers, as it were, the ground taken in your lordship's 
Bentiment I ought to add, in behalf of the poor woman, that 
she expressed on the same occasion strong regrets that it is 
reported your lordship wiU be likely to quit us soon, on your 
return to old England." 

"That is really a subject on which there is more cause 
to rejoice than to weep. This imprisoning, or placing within 
limits, so near a relative of the crown, is an affair that must have 
unpleasant consequences, and which offends sadly against pro- 

" It is awful, my lord ! If it be not sacrilege by the law, 
the greater (he shame of the opposition in Parliament, who 
defeat so many other wholesome regulations intended for the 
good of the subject." 

" Fiuth, I am not sure I may not be driven to join them 
myself^ bad as they are, Carnaby ; for this neglect of ministers, 
not to call it by a worse name, might goad a man to a more 
heinous measure." 

" I am sure nobody could blame your lordship, were your 
lordship to join anybody, or anything, but the French ' I have 
oftjin told Mrs. Camaby as much as that in ourfrequentconver- 
Bations concerning the unpleasant situation in which your lord- 
ship is jiist now placed." 

" I had not thought the awkward trans;iction attracted 
KO much notice," observed the other, evidently wincing under 
Ihe allusion. 

" It attracts it only in a proper and respectful way. r.iy lord 
Neither Mrs. Camaby, nor myself, ever indul^'js in any of 
these remarks, but in the most proper »'A truly English 
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"The reaervation might palliate a greater error. That word 
proper is a prudent term, and expresses all one could wish. I 
had not thought you so intelligent and ahrowd a man, Master 
Cai'iiahy ; clever in the way of business, I always knew you to 
be ; but so apt in reason, and so matured in principle, is what I 
will confess I had not expected. Can yon form no conjecture of 
Ihe business of this man ?" 

" Not in the least, my lord. I pressed the impropriety of a 
personal interview ; for though he alluded to some business or 
other, I scarcely know what, with which he appeared to think 
your lordship had some connexion, I did not understand him, 
and we had like to have parted without an explanation." 

" I will not see the fellow." 

"Just as your lordship pleases — I am sure that, after bo 
many little affairs have passed through my bands, I might 
be safely trusted with this ; and I said as much, — but as 
he positively refused to make me an agent, and he insisted thai 
it was so much to your lordship's interest— why I thought, my 
lord, that perhaps — just now " 

" Show him in." 

Oarnaby bowed low and submissively, and after busying him- 
self in placing the chairs aside, and adjusting the table more 
conveniently for the elbow of his guest, he left the room. 

" Where is the man I bid you keep in the shop ;" 
demanded the retailer, in a coai'sc, authoritative voice, when 
without ; addre^ing a meek and humble looking lad, who did 
the duty of clerk. " I warrant me he is left in the kitchen, and 
you have heea idling about on the walk ! A more heedless 
and unattentive lad than youraelf is not to be found in Amoii'ca, 
and the sun never rises but I repent having signed your inden- 
tures. You shall pay for this, you " 

Tlie appearance of the person he sought cut short the denun- 
ciations of the obsequious grocer and the domestic tyrant. He 
opened the door, and having again closed it, left his two visitors 
together. 

Though the degenerate def^cend;int of xhe great Clarendon had 
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not hesitated to lend his office to cloak the irregular and unlaw- 
ful trade that was then so prevalent in tke American seaa, 
he had paid the sickly but customaiy deference to virtue, 
of refusing on all occasions to treat personally witi its agents. 
Sheltered behind his ofBcial and personal rajik, he had soothed 
his feelings by tacitly believing that cupidity is less venal when 
its avenues are hidden ; and that in protecting his station from an 
immediate contact with its ministers, he had discharged an im- 
portant, and for one in hia situation, an imperative duty. 
Unequal to the exercise of virtue itself, he thought he had done 
enough in preserving some of its seemhness. Though far from 
paying even this slight homage to decency, in his more ordinary 
habils, his pride of rank bad, on the subject of so coarse a fell- 
ing, induced him to maintiun an appearance which his pride of 
character would not have suggested. Carnaby was much 
the most degraded, and the lowest of those with whom he ever 
condescended to communicate directly ; and even with him 
there might have been some scruple, had not his necessities 
caused him to stoop so far as to accept pecuniary assistance 
from one he both despised and detest^^d. 

"When the door opened, therefoie, the Lord Cornhury rose, 
and determined to bring the mtemow to a speedy issue, he 
turned to P»ce the individual who entered with a mien into 
which he thiew ill the distance and hauteur that he thought 
necessorj for -lUiJi ^n object But he encountered in the mari- 
ner of the India-shawl a very different man from the flattering 
and obsequious grocer who had just quitted him. Eye met eye ; 
his gaze of authority receiving a look as steady, if not as curious, 
as his own. It was evident by the composure of the 
fine manly frame he saw, that its owner rested his claims on the 
aristocracy of nature. The noble forgot his acting under the 
influence of surprise, and his voice expressed as much of admi- 
ration as command when he said — ■ 

" This, then, is the Skimmer of the Seas !" 

" Men call me thus : if a life passed on oceans gives a claim 
to the tdtle, it has been fairly earned." 
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" Tour cbaracter — I may saj that some portions of your his- 
tory, are not unknown to me. Poor Carnaby, who is a worthy 
and an industrious man, with a growing family dependent on 
his exertions, has entreated me to receive you, or there might be 
tesa apology for this step than I could wish. Men of a certain 
rank, Master Skimmer, owe so much fo their station, that I rely 
on your discretion," 

" I have stood in nobler presences, my lord, and found so 
little change by the honor, that I am not apt to boast of what 
I see. Some of princely rank have found their profit in my 
acquaintance," 

" I do not deny your usefulness. Sir ; it is only the necessity 
of prudence, I would urge. There has been, I believe, some 
sort of implied contract between us — at le^t, so Carnaby 
explains the transaction, for I rarely enter into these details 
myself — by which you may perhaps feel some right to include 
me in the list of your customers. Men in high places must 
respect the laws, yet it is not always convenieut, or even useful, 
that they should deny themselves every indulgence which policy 
would prohibit fo the mass. One who has seen as much of life 
as youi'self needs no explanations on this head ; and I cannot 
doubt but our present interview willhave a satisfactory termi- 

The Skimmer scarce deemed it necessary to conceal the con- 
tempt that caused his lip to curl, while the other was endeavor- 
ing to mystify his cupidity ; when the speaker was <ione, he 
merely expressed an assent by a slight inclination of the head. 
The es-^vernor saw that his attempt was fmitiess, and, by 
relinquishing his masquerade, and yielding more to his natural 
propensities and tastes, he succeeded better. 

" Carnaby has been a faithful agent," he continued, " and by 
bis reports, it would seem that our confidence has not been mis- 
placed. If fame speaks true, there is not a more desteroua 
navigator of the narrow seas than thyself, Master Skimmer. It 
is to be supposed tliat your correepondenis on this coast, too, are 
as lucrative as I doubt not they are numerous." 
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"He who sella cheap ean never want a purchaser. I think 
your lordship has no I'easonto complain of prices." 

" As pointed as his compass ! Well, Sir, as I am no longer 
master here, may I ask &e ohject of this interview V 

" I have i3orae to seek your interest in behalf of one who has 
fallen into the grasp of the Queen's offieers." 

" Hum — the anioimt of which is, that the cruiser in the bay has 
pnfrapped some careless smuggler. We are none of us immor- 
tal, and an arrest is but a leiral death to men of your persua- 
sion in commerce. Interest is a word of many meanings. It 
is the interest of one man to lend, and of another to hon'ow ; of 
the creditor to receive, and of the debtor lo avoid payment. 
Then there is interest at court, and interest in court — in short, 
you must deal more frankly, ere I can decide on the purport of 
your visit." 

" I am not ignorant that the Queen has been pleased to name 
another governor over this colony, or that your creditors, my 
lord, have thought it prudent to take a pledge for their dues, in 
your person". Still, I must think, that one who stands so near 
the Queen in blood, and who sooner or later must enjoy both 
rank and fortune in the mother country, will not sohcit so slight 
a boon as that I ask, without success. This is the reason I pre- 
fer to treat with ^ ou " 

" As clear an e\pbinition is the shrewdest casuist could desire ! 
I admire youi succinctness Master Skimmer, and confess you 
for the pink of etiquette When your fortune shall be made, I 
recommend the court ciri-le as your place of retirement. Go- 
vernors, creditors. Queen, and imprisonment, all as compactly 
placed in the same sentence, as if it were the creed written on a 
thumb-nail ! Well, Sir, we will suppose my interest what you 
wish it — Who and what is the delinquent ?" 

" One named Seadrift, — a useful and a pleasant youth, who 
passes much between me and my customers; heedless and 
merry in his humors, but dear to all in my brigantine, because 
of tried iidelity and shrewd wit. We could sacrifice the profits 
of the voyage that he were fi-ee. To me he is a necessary 
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agent, for liif. skill in the judgment of rich tissues, and otlier 
luxuries that compose mj traffic, is exceeding ; and I am better 
fitted to guide the vessel to her haven, and to look to her safety 
amid shoals and in tempests, than to deal in these trifles of 
female vanity." 

" So dexterous a go-between should not have mistaken a tide- 
waiter for a customer — how befell the acddent?" 

" He met the barge of the Coquette at an unlucky moment, 
and its we had so lately been chased off the coast by the cruiser, 
there was no choice but to arrest hiiu." 

" The dilemma is not without embarrassment. When once 
his mind is settled, it is no trifle that will amuse this Mr. Lud- 
low. T do not know a more literal eonstructer of his orders ; — 
a man. Sir, who thinks words have but a single set of meanings, 
and who knows as little as can be imagined of the difierence 
between a sentiment and a practice." 

"He is a seaman, my lord, and he reads his instructions 
with a seaman's simplicity. I think none the worse of him, 
that he cannot be tempted from his duty ; for, let ns understand 
the right as we will, our service once taken, it becomes ua all to 
do it faithfully." 

, A small red spot came and went on the cheek of the profli- 
gate Combury. Ashamed of his weakness, he aflected to laugh 
at what he had heard, and continued the discourse. 

" Your forbearance and charity might adorn a churehman. 
Master Skimmer!" he answered. "Nothing can be more true, 
for this is an age of moral truths, as witness the Protestant suc- 
cession. Men are now expected to perform, and not to profess. 
Is the fellow of such usefulness that he may not be abandoned 
to his fate ! " 

"Much as I dote on my brigantine, and few men set their 
affections on woman with a stronger love, I would see the 
beauteous craft degenerate to a cutter for the Queen's revenue, 
before I would entertain the thought ! But I will not antici- 
pate a long and painful imprisonment for the youth, since those 
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who are not altogether poivefleas already take a deep aud 
friendly concern in his safety." 

" You have overcome the Brigadier ! " cried the other, in a 
burst of exultation, that conquered the httle reserve of manner 
he had tliought it necessary to maintain ; " that immaculate and 
reforming representative of my royal cousin has bitten of the 
golden bait, and proves a true colony governor after all !" 

"Lord Viscount, no. What we have to hope or what wo 
have to fear from your successor, is to me a secret." 

" Ply him with promises, Master Skimmer — set golden hopes 
before his imagination ; set gold itself before his eyes, and you 
will prosper. I will pledge my expected earldom that he yields ! 
Sir, these distant situations are hlte so many half-authorized 
mints, in which money is to be coined ; and the only counter- 
feit is your mimic representative of Majesty. Ply him with 
golden hopes ; if mortal, he will yield !'' 

" Tet, my lord, I have met men who prefeiTed poverty and 
their opinions, to gold and ^e wishes of others." 

" The dolts were lusus naturje !" exclaimed the dissolute Corn- 
bury, losing all reserve in a manner that better suited his known 
and confirmed character, "You should have caged them, 
Skimmer, and profited by their dulness to lay the curious under 
contribution. Don't mistake me. Sir, if I speak a little in con- 
fidence. I hope I know the difference between a gentleman and 
a leveller, as well as another ; but trust me, this Mr, Hunter is 
human, and he will yield if proper appliances are used; — and 
you expect from me !" 

" The exercise of that influence which cannot iail of success ; 
since there is a courtesy between men of a certain station, which 
causes them fo overlook rivaliy, in the spirit of their caste. The 
cousin of Queen Anne can yet obtain the liberty of one whose 
heaviest crime is a free trade, though he may not be able to 
keep his own seat in the chair of the government." 

" Thus far, indeed, my poor influence may yet extend, pro- 
vided the fellow be not named in any act of outlawry. I would 
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gladly eno«gh, Mr. Skimmer, end my deeds in this hemisphere, 
with some act of grateful mercy, if— indeed— I saw — the 

"They shall not be wanting. I know the law is like any 
other article of great price ; some think that Justice holds the 
balance, in order to weigh her fees. Though the profits of this 
hazardous and sleepless trade of mine be much overrated, I 
would gladly line her scales with two hundred broad pieces, to 
have that youth again safe in the cabin of the brigantine," 

As the "Skimnier of the Seas" thus spoke, he drew, wdth the 
calmness of a man who saw no use in circumlocution, a heavy 
l>ag of gold from beneath his frock, and deposited it, without a 
second look at the treasure, on the table. When this offering 
was made, he turned aside, less by design than by a careless 
movement of the body, and, when he faced his companion again, 
the bag had vanished. 

"Your affection for the lad is touching, Master Skimmer," 
returned the corrupt Combury ; " it were a pity such friendship 
should be wasted. Will there be proof to insure his condem- 
nation ?" 

" It may be doubted. His dealings have only been with thn 
higher class of my customers, and with but few of them. The 
care I now take is more in tenderness to the youth, than with 
any great doubts of the result. I shall count you, my loi'd, 
among his protectors, in the event that the affair is noised I" 

" I owe it to your frankness — but will Mr. Ludlow content 
himself with the possession of an interior, when the prindpal fa 
BO near ? and shall we not have a confiscation of the brigantino 
on our hands ?" 

" I charge myself with the cai^e of all else. There was indeed 
a lucky escape only the last night, as we lay at a light kedge, 
waiting for the return of him who has been arrested. Profiting 
by the possession of our skiff, the commander of the Coquette 
himself got within the sweep of my hawse — nay, he was in the 
act of cutting the veiy fastenings, when the dangerous design 
was discovered. 'T would have been a fate unworthy of the 
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Water-Witch, to be cast on shore iilse a drifting log, and to 
check her iiohle career by some such a seizure as that of a 
stranded waif!" 

" You avoided the mischance !" 

" My eyes ece seldom shut, lord Viscount, when there is dan- 
ger. The skiff was seen in time, and watched ; for I knew that 
one in whom I trusted was abroad, — When the moyement grew 
suspicious, we had ow means of frightening this Mr. Ludlow 
from his enterprise, without recourse to violence." 

" I had not thought him one to be scared from following up 
a business hke this." 

" You judged him rightly — I may say we judged him nghUy. 
But when his boats sought na at our anchorage, the bird had 

" You got the brigantine to sea in season ?" observed Corn- 
bury, not soiry to believe that the vessel was already off (he 

" I had other business. My agent could not be thus deserted, 
and there were afiairs to finish in the dty. Our course lay up 
the bay." 

" Ha ! Master Skimmer, 'twas a bold step, and one that says 
Uttle for your discretion !" 

"Lord Viscount, there is safety in courage," calmly and per- 
haps ironically returned the other. " While the Queen's Cap- 
tain closed al! the outlets, my little craft was floating quietly 
under the hills of Staten. Before the morning watch was set, 
she passed these wharves ; and she now awaits her captfun in 
the broad basin that lies beyond the bend of yonder headland." 

" This is fool-hardiness. A fwlure of wind, a change of tide, 
or any of the mishaps common to the sea, may throw you on 
the mercy of the law, and will greatly embarrass all who feel an 
interest in your safety.'' 

" So far as this apprehension is connected with my welfare, I 
thank you much, my lord ; but, trust me, many hazards have 
left me but little to team in this particular. We shall run the 
Hell-Gate, and gain the open sea by the Connecticut Sound." 
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"Truly, Masier Skimmer, one has need of norvea to be your 
Gonfidant ! Faith in a compact constitutes the beauty of social 
order ; without it, there is no seoirity for interests, nor any 
repose for ehai'acter. But faith may be impLed, as well as 
expressed ; and when men in certain situations place theit depen- 
dence on others who should have motives for being wary, thn 
first are bound to respect, even to the det^ls of a most scrupu- 
lous construction, the conditions of the covenant. Sir, I wash 
my haads of this transaction, if it be understood that testimony 
is to be accumulated against us, by thus putting your Water- 
Witch in danger of trial before the Admiralty." 

" I am sorry that this is your decision," returned the Skim- 
mer. " What is done, cannot be recalled, though I still hope 
it may be remedied. My brigantjne now lies within a league 
of this, and 'twould be treachety to deny it. Since it is youc 
opinion, my lord, that our contract is not valid, there is little 
use in its seal— the broad pieces may still be serviceable, in 
shielding that youth fiom harm." 

" You are as literal in constructions, Master Skimmer, as a 
Bchool-boy's version of his Vii^l. There is an idiom iu diplo- 
macy, as well as in language, and one who treats so sensibly 
should not be ignorant of iis phrases. Bless me. Sir ; an hy- 
pothesis is not a conclusion, any more than a promise is a per- 
formance. That which is advanced by way of suppcsition, is 
but the ornament of reasoning, while your gold has the more 
solid character of dcmoastration. Our bargain is made." 

The unsophisticated mariner regarded the noble casuist a 
moment, in doubt whether to acquiesce in this conclusion, or 
not ; but ere he had derided on his coui'se, the windoivs of the 
room were shaken violently, and the heavy roar of a piece of 
ordnance succeeded. 

" The morning gun I" exclaimed Combury, who started al 
ihe explosion, w:th the sensitiveness of one unworthily 
employed. — " No ! 'tis an hour f ast the rising of the sun !" 

The Skimmer showed no yielding of the nerves, though il 
was evident, by his attitude of thought and the momentary 
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tkedness of his eye, thai he foresaw daDger was near, Moying 
to the window, he looked out on the water, and instantly drew 
back, like one who wanted no further eridenoe. 

" Our bai^in then is made," ho said, hastily approaching 
the Viscount, whose hand he seized and wrung in spite of the 
other's obrious reluctance to allow the femiliai'ity ; " our bargdn 
Iheii is made. Deal iairly by the youth, and the deed will bo 
remembered — deal treacherously, and it shall be revenged !" 

For one instant longer the Skimmer held the member of the 
effeminate Combury imprisoned ; then, riusing his cap with a 
courtesy that appeared more in deference to himself than his 
companion, he turned on his heel, and with a firm but quick 
step he left the house. 

Camaby, who entered on the instant, found his guest in a 
state between resentment, surprise, and alarm. But habitual 
levity soon conquered other feelings, and, finding himself freed 
from the presence of a man who had treated him with so httle 
ceremony, the ex-govemor shook his head, like one accustomed 
to submit to evils he could not obviate, and assumed the ease 
and insolent superiority he was accustomed to maintain in the 
presence of the obsequious grocer. 

"This may be a coral or a pearl, or any other precious gem 
of the ocean, Master Camaby," he said, unconscious himself that 
he was in a manner endeavoring to cleanse his violated hand 
from the touch it had endured, by the use of his handkerchief, 
" but it is one on which the salt water hath left its erast. Truly 
it is to be hoped that I am never again to be blockaded by such 
a monster, or I may better say, hai'pooned ; for the familiarity 
of the boatswMU is more painful than any inventions of his 
brethren of the deep can prove to their relative the leviathan. 
Has the dock told the hour V 

" 'Tie not yet six, my Lord, and there is abundant leisure for 
your lordship to return in season to your lordship's lodgings. 
Mre. Camaby has dared to flatter herself, that your lordship 
will condescend to honor us so far as to taste a dish of boben 
under our humble roof." 
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" What is tte meaning of that gun, Master Camaby ? 
gave the alarm to the smuggler, as if it had beei 
from Execuljon Docli, or a groan from the ghost of Kidd." 

" I never presumed to think, my lord. I suppose it to be 
some pleasure of Her Majesty's officers in the fort ; and when 
that is the case, one is quite certain that all is proper, ana very 
English, my lord." 

" 'Fore George, Sir, Enghsh or Dutoh, it had the quality to 
fiighten this sea-fowl — tliis curlew — this albatross, from hia 
perch !" 

"Upon my duty to your lordship, your lordship has the 
Ecverest wit of any gentleman in Her Majesty's kingdom ; but 
all the nobihty and gentry are so witty that it ia quite an honor 
and an edification to hear them I If it is your lordship's pleasure 
I will look out of the window, my lord, and see if there be anv- 
ihing visible." 

"Do so, Master Camaby — I confess a little cunosity to know 
what has given the alarm to my sea-hon — ha! do I not see 
tile masta of a ship moving above the roofe of yonder line of 
stores V 

"Well, your lordship has the quickest eye ! — and the hap- 
piest way of seeing things, of any nobleman in England ! Now 
I should have stared a quarter of an hour, before I thonght of 
looking over the roofe of those stores at all ; and yet your 
lordship looks there at the very first glance," 

"Is it a ship or a brig. Master Camaby— you have the 
advantage of position, for I would not willingly be seen — speak 
quickly, dolt ; ship oi brig V 

" My lord — 'tis a brig — or a ship — really I must ask your 
lordship, for I know so little of these things " 

" Nay, complaisant Master Carnaby- — have an opinion of your 
own for one moment, if you please — there is smoke curling 
npwards, behind those masta " 

Another rattling of windows, and a second report, removed 
oil doubts on the subject of the firing. At the next instant, the 
bows of a vessel of war appeared at the opening of a ship-yard ; 
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theh came giin aftiir gun in view, until tlio whole broadside of 
the Coquette was visible. 

Tie Viscount sought no fiirther solution of the reason why 
the Skimmer had left him so hurriedly. Fumbling a moment 
in a pocket, he drew forth a hand filled with broad pieces of 
gold. These he appeared about to lay upon the table ; hut, as 
it were by forgetfulness, he kept the member closed, and bidding 
the grocer adieu, be left the house, with as firai a resolution w 
was ever made by any man, conscious of having done both a 
weak and a wicked action, of never ag£un putting himself in 
familiar contact with so truckling a miscreant. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



The Maiihattanese will readily comprcliend the situation of 
the two vessels; but those of our countrymen who live in distant 
parts of the Union, maybe glad to have the localities expltuned. 

Though the viiat estuary which receives the Hudson and so 
many minor streams, is chiefly made by an indentation of the 
continent, lljat portion of it which forms the port of New York 
is separated from the ocean by the happy position of its islands. 
Of the latter tliore are two, which give the general character to 
the basin, and even to a long hne of coast; while several, that 
ai'e smaller, servo as usefiU and beautiful accessories to the 
haven and to the landscape. Between the hay of Raritan and 
that of New York there are two communications, one between 
the islands of Stateu and Nassan, called the Narrows, which is 
the ordinaiy ship-channel of the poit, and the other between 
Staten and the main, which is known by the name of the Kills. 
It is by means of the latter that vessels pass into the neighbor- 
ing waters of New Jersey, and have access to so many of the 
rivers of that state. But while the island of Stat«n does so 
much for the security and facilities of the port, that of Nassau 
produces an efleet on a great extent of coast. After sheltering 
one-half of the harbor from the ocean, the htter approaches so 
near the continent as to narrow the pa.ssage between them to 
the length of two cables, and then stretching ^way eist«iid for 
the distance of a hundred miles, it forms i wide and heiutifnl 
sound. After passing a cluster of islands ■vt a pomt whiih hes 
forty leagues from the city, by another ^% sigt m ''eh nn i^ui 
tlie open sea. 
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The seamaTi will aj; once undevstand, that the tide of flood 
imist necessarily flow into these vast estuaries from diflerent 
directions. The ciiiTent which entei-s by Sandy-IIoolt (the scene 
of so much of tliis tale) flows westward intc the Joi'sey rivers, 
northward into tiie Hudson, and eastwitrd along the arm of the 
sea that lies between Nassau and the Main. Tlie current that 
comes by the way of Montauk, or the eastern extremity of 
Nassati, raises the vast basin of the Sound, filb the streams of 
Connecticut, and meets the western tide at a place called Throg- 
niorton, and within twenty miles-of the city. 

As the size of the estuaries is sogr^at, it is scarcely necessary 
to explMn that the pressure of such wide sheets of water causes 
the currents, at all the nan-ow passes, to be exceedingly rapid : 
since that equal diffusion of the element, which depends on a 
natural law, mnst, wherever there is a deficiency of space, be 
obtained by its velocity. There is, consequently, a quick tide 
throughout the while distance between the harbor and Throg- 
raorton ; while it is permitted to poetic license to say, that at 
the narrowest part of the channel, the water darts by the land 
like an arrow parting from its bow. Owing to a sudden bend 
in the course of the stream, which makes two right-angles within 
a short distance, the dangerous position of many rocks that are 
visible and more that are not, and the confusion produced by 
currents, connter-cun-enfa, and eddies, this critical pass has 
received the name of " Hell-Gate." It is memorable for causing 
many a gentle bosom to palpitate with a terror that is a httle 
exaggerated by the boding name, though it is constantly the 
cause of pecuniary losses, and has in many instances been the 
source of much personal danger. It was here that a British 
frigate was lost, during the war of the Eevohition, in conse- 
quence of having struck a rock caUed " the Pot," the blow causing 
the ship to fill and to founder so suddenly, that even some of 
her people are said to have been drowned. A similar but a 
greatly lessened elTect is produced in the passage among tlie 
islands, by which vessels gain the ocean at the eastern extremity 
of the sound ; though the magnitude of the latter sheet of watei 
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is so mueli greater than that of Rnritan-hay and the harbor of 
New York, that the force of its pressure is diminished by a coit&- 
Bponding width in the outlets. "With these explanations) we 
aliall return to the thread of the nan'ative. 

When the peraon, who has so long been known in our pages 
by tiio nom de guerre of Tiller, gained the open street, he had a 
better opportunity of nnderstanding the nature of the dangei 
which so imminently pressed upon the brigantine. With -a 
single glance at the symmetiical spare and broad yards of the 
ship that was sweeping past the town, he knew her to be the 
Coquette. The little flag at hei' fore-top-gallant maatsuffidently 
explained the meaning of the gun ; for the two, in conjunction 
with tlie direction the ship was steering, told him, in language 
that any seaman conld comprehend, that she demanded a Hell- 
Gat* pilot By the tame the Skimmer reached the end of a 
lone wharf; where a light and swift, rowing boat awaited hia 
return, the second report bespoke the impatience of his pursuers 
to he famished with the necessaiy guide. 

Though the navigatjon in this Republic, coastwise, now 
employs a tonnage equalling that used in alt the commerce of 
any other nation of Christendom, England alone excepted, it 
was of no great amount at the commencement of the eighteenth 
century. A single ship, lying at the wharves, and two or three 
brigs and schooners at anchor in the rivers, composed the whole 
show of sea vessels then in port. To these were to be added 
some twenty smallei' coasters and river-craft, most of whom were 
the shapeless and slow-moving masses which then plied, in 
vf^rages of a month's duration, between the two principal towns 
of the colony. The appeai of the Coquette, therefore, at that 
hour and in that age, was not likely to be very quickly an- 
swered. 

The ship had gotfeiirly into the arm of the s^a which separates 
the island of Manhattan from that of Nassau, and thoiigh it was 
not then, as now, narrowed by artificial means, its tide was so 
strong as, aided by the breeze, to float her swiftly onwai'd. A 
third gun shook the windows of the dty, causing many a worthy 
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jurglier to thrust his head through his casement ; yet no boat 
was seea pulling from the land, nor was there any other visible 
sign that llie signal would be speedily obeyed. StJll tlie royal 
cruiser stood steadily on, with sail packed above sail, and eveiy 
sheet of canraa spread, that the direction of a wind, which blew 
■a little forward of the beam, would allow, 

" We must pull for own safety, and that of the brigantine, 
my men," said the Skimmer, springing into his boat and seiang 
the, tiller — " A quick stroke, and a strong! — here is no time for 
holiday feathering, or your man-of-war jerk ! Give way, boys 
a^ve way, with a will, and together !" 

These were sounds that had often saluted the ears of men 
eng^d in the hasardous pureuit of his creiv. The oars fell 
into the water at the same moment, and, quick as thouglit, the 
light bark was in the strength of the current. 

The short range of wharves was soon passed, and, ere many 
minutes, the boat was gliding up with the tide, between the 
bluffe of Long Island and the projection which foims the angle 
on that part of Manhattan. Here the Skimmer was induced to 
sheer more into tlie centre of the passage, in order to avoid tlie 
eddies formed by the point, and to preserve the whole benefit of 
the current As the boat approached Corker's, his eye was 
anxiously examining the wider reach of the water, that began to 
open above, in quest of his brigantine. Another gun was heard. 
A moment after the report, there followed the whistling of a 
shot ; then succeeded the roboimd on the water and the glittering 
particles of the spray. The ball glanced a few hundred feet 
further, and, skipping from place to place, it soon sank into the 
element 

"This Mr. Ludlow is disposed to kill two birds with the same 
stone," coolly obserred the Skimmer, not even bending his head 
aade, to note the position of the ship. " He wakes the 
burghers of the town with his noise, while he menaces our boat 
with his shot. We are seen, my friends, and have no depen- 
dence but our own manhood, with some assistance fiom the 
lady of the sea-green mantle. A quicker stroke, and a strong 1 
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You have the Queen's cruiser before you. Master Ooil; does she 
ahow boats on her quarters, or are the davits empty f" 

The seaman addressed piUled the stroke-oar of Uie boat, and 
eonsequoBtly he iitced the Coquette. Without in the least 
relaxing his exertions, he rolled his eyes over the ship, and 
iinswered with a steadiness that showed him to be a man accus- 
tomed to situations of hazard. 

" His boat-falls are as loose as a mermaid's locks, your Honor, 
and he shows few men in his tops ; there are enough of the 
rogues left, however, to give us another shot" 

"Her Majesty's servants , e early awake this morning. 
Another sti^oke or two, hearts of oak, and we throw them bebind 
the land ! " 

A second shot fell into the water just without the blades of 
the oat's ; then the boat, obedient to its helm, whirled round the 
point, and the ship was no longer visible. As the cruiser was 
shut in by the formation of Uie land, the brigantine came into 
view on tlie opposite side of Coi'laer's. Notwithstanding the 
calmness that reigned in the features of the Skimmer, one who 
studied his countenance closely might Lave seen an expression 
of concern shadowing his manly face, as the Water- Witch met 
his eye. Still he spoke not, concealing his uneasiness, if in truth 
he felt any, from those whoso exertions were at that moment of 
the last importance. As the crew of the expecting vessel saw 
their boat, they altered their course, and the two were soon 
together. 

"Why is that signal still flying?" demanded the Skimmer, 
the instant his foot touched the deck of his brigantine, and 
pointing, as he spoke, at the little flag that fluttered at the heail 
of the forward mast 

" We keep it aloft to hasten off the pilot," was the answer. 

" K^H not the treacherous knave kept faith V exclaimed the 
Skimmer, half recoiling in surprise. " He Las my gold, and in 
return I hold fifty of his worthless promises— ha ! — the laggard 
is in yon sliift'; wear the brig round and meet hira, foj 
moments are as pi'ecious now as water in a desert.'' 
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The helm was a-weather, and tlie lively brigantine hiu! 
already turned more than half aside, when another gua drew 
every eye towai'd^ the point. The smote was seen rising above 
the bend of the land, and pi'esently the head-sails, followed by 
all the hull and spars of the Coquette, came into liew. At 
that instant a voice from forward announced that the pilot 
had turnetl, and was rowing with all his powers towards the 
slioro. The imprecations that were heaped on the head of the 
delinquent were many and deep, hut it wib no time for indeci- 
sion. The two vessels were not half a mile apart, and now was 
the moment to show the qualities of the Water- Witch. Her 
helm was shifted ; and, as if conscious hei'self of the danger 
that threatened her liberty, the beautiful tabrie came sweeping 
up to her couiBe, and, inclining to the brcoKe, with one heavy 
flap of the canvas, she glided abend with her wonted ease. But 
the royal cruiser was a ship of ten thousand ! For twenty 
minutes, the nicest eye might have been at a loss to say which 
lost or which gained, so equally did the pursuer and the pursued 
hold on their way. As the brigantine was the fii'st, howei-er, 
to reach the nari'ow passage formed by Blackwell's, her motJon 
was favored by the increasing power of the stream. It would 
seem that this change, shght as it was, did not escape the vigilance 
of those in the Coquette ; for the gun, which had been silent 
so long, again sent foi'th its flame and smoke. Four discharges, 
in le^w than so many minutes, threatened a serious disadvantage 
to the free-traders. Shot after shot passed among their spars, 
and opened wide rents in the canvas. A few more such 
assaults would deprive them of their means of motion. Aware 
of the crisis, the accomplished and prompt seamM who 
governed her movements needed but an instant to form liia 



ITie brigantine was now nearly up with the head of Black- 
well's. It was half-flood on a spring tide. The reef that 
projects from the western end of the island far into the reach 
below, was nearly covered ; but still enough was visible to show 
Uie nature of the barrier it presented to a passage from one 
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shore to the other. There wm one rocK, near the island itself^ 
which hfted its black head high nbove the water. Between this 
dark mass of stone and the land, there was an opening of some 
twenty fathoms in width. The skimmer saw, hy the even and 
imhraken waves that rolled firough the passage, that the 
bottom lay leas near to the surface of the wat«r in that opening, 
than at any other point along the line of reef. He commanded 
the helm a-weather once more, and calmly trusted to the 

Not a man on board that biigantinc was aware that the shot 
of the royal cruiser was whistling between their masts, and 
dama^ng their gear, as the httle vessel glided into the narrow 
opening. A single blow on the rock would have been destruc- 
tion, and the lesser danger was entirely absorbed in the greater. 
But when the passage was cleared, and the tme stream in the 
other channel gained, a common shout proclaimed both the 
weight of their apprehension and their relief. In another 
minute the head of Blackwell's protected them from the shot of 
their pursuers. 

The length of the reef prevented the Coquette fi'om changing 
her direction, and lier draught of water closed the passage 
between the rock and the island. But the deviation from the 
straight course, and the passage of the eddies, had enabled the 
ship, wliich came steadily on, to range up nearly abeam of her 
chase. Both vessels, tliough separated by the long, narrow 
island, were now iMtly iu the force of fbose currents which glide 
so swiftly through the confined passages. A sudden thoit^ht 
glanced on the mind of the Skiiniaer, and he lost no time in 
attempting to execute its suggestion. Agsun the helm was put 
np, and the image of the sta-gieen lady was seen struggling tc 
stem the rapid waters. Had this effort > j crowned with 
success, tne tijumph of her follower woul(' jive been complete ; 
Bince'the brigantJne might have reached some of the eddies of 
the reach below, and leaving her heavier pursuer to contend 
with tlie strength of the tide, she would have gained the opou 
Sfa hy the route over which she had so lately passed. But a 
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single minute of trial oonyinccd the bold mariner that hie 
decision came too lato. The wind waa insiiffident to pass the 
goi^e ; and, environed by the land, with a tjde that grew 
^ti'onger at each moment, he saw that delay would be de- 
slructiott. Oiico more tlie light vessel yielded to the helm, and, 
with everything set to the best advoiit;ige, she darted along 
fhe passage. 

In the meantime, the Coquette had not been idle. Bomh; 
ott by the breeze, and floating with the current, she had even' 
gained upon her chase ; and as her lofty and light sails drew 
strongest over the land, there was every prospect of her first 
reaching the eastern end of Blackwell's. Ludlow saw his 
advantage, and made his preparations accordingly. 

There needs httle explanation to render the circumatnncea 
which brought the royal cruiser up to town, intelligible to the 
reader. As the morning approached, she had entered more 
deeply into the bay ; and when the light pemiitled, those on 
board her had been able to sec tliat no vessel lay beneath the 
hills, nor in any of the more retired places of the estuary. A 
fisherman, however, removed the last of their doubts, by repoit- 
bg that he had seen a vessel, whose desciiption answered that 
of the Water- Witch, passing the Nawows in the middle watch. 
He added that a swiftiy-romng boat was, shortly after, seen 
pulling in the same direction. This clue had been sufficient. 
Ludlow made a signal for his own boats to close the pass^;e of 
the Kills and the Narrows, and then, as has been seen, ho 
steered directly into the harbor. 

V\'hen Ludlow found himself in the position just described, 
he turned all his attention to the double object of preserving his 
own vessel and arresting that of the free-trader. Though there 
was still a possibility of damaging the spars of the brigantine 
by firing across the land, the feebleness of bis own. crew reduced 
ns it was by more than half its numbers, the danger of doing 
injury to the farm-houses that were here and tiiere placed 
along the low eb^ and the necessity of proiiaration to meet 
the critical pass ahead, united to prevent the attempt. The 
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^\> was no NOoner fairly entered into tUe jiass between 
Bl.ickwell's and Nassau, than he issued an ovder to secure the 
guns that had Ix-eu used, and to clear away the anchore. 

" Cock-bill tho bowers. Sir," he hastily added, in his ordere to 
Ttyaail, " We are in no condition to sport with stock-and-fluke ; 
have everything ready to let go at a word ; and see the gi'apneig 
ready, — we will throw them aboard the smuggler as we close, 
and take him ahve. Once fast to the chain, we are yet strong 
enough lo haul him in under our scuppers, and to capture him 
with the pumps ! Is the signal still abroad for a pilot V 

" We keep it flying, Sir, but 't will be a swift, boat that orer- 
hauls us in this tide's-way. The Gate begins at yonder bend in 
tho land. Captain Ludlow !'' 

"Keep it abroad; the lazy rogues are sometimes loitering in 
the cove tliis side the rocks, and chance may throw one of them 
aboard us, as we pass. See to the anchors. Sir ; the ship is 
driving through this channel like a race-horse under the whip !" 

The men were hurriedly piped to this duty, while their 
young commander took his station, on the poop, now ansiously 
examining the courses of the tides and the positions of the eddies, 
and now turning his eyes towards the brigantine, whose upper 
spars and white sails were to be seen, at the distance of two 
hundred Mhoms, glancing past the trees of the island. But 
miles and minutes seemed hke rods and momeate, in that swift 
current. Trysail had just reported the anchoi's ready, when the 
ship swept up abreast of the cove, where vessels often seek an 
anchorage, to awiut fevorable moments for entering the Gate. 
Ludlow saw, at a glance, that the place was entirely empty. 
For an instant he yielded to the heavy responsibility — a 
responsibility before which a seaman sooner shrinks than before 
any other — that of charging himself with the duty of the oiiot ; 
and he thought of mnning into the ancliorage for shelter. But 
anotlier glimpse at the spara of the brigantine caused him to 

" We are neaa' the Gate, Sir !'' cried Trysail, in a voice thai 
was full of warning. 
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" Yon diii-iiig mariner stands on !" 

"The rogue sails his vessel witJiout the Queen's {>entiiB&ion, 
Captain Ludlow. ITiey tell me, this is a pjissage tliat has been 
well named !'' 

. "I have beet] thi-ough it, and will vouch foi' its character — 
he shows no signs of anchoring !" 

" If the woman who points his course can cany tiim through 
Bafely, she deserves her title. We are passing tlto Cove, Captain 
Ludlow !" 

" We are past if!" returned Ludlow, bi'eathing heavily. "L*3t 
there be no whisper in the ship— pilot or no pilot, we now sink 

Trysail had ventured to remonstrate, while there was a posei- 
bihty of avoiding the danger ; but, like his commander, he saw 
that all depended now on their own coolness and care. He 
passed busily among the crew ; saw that each brace and bowhne 
was manned; cautioned the few young officers who continued 
onboard to vigilance; and then awaited the orders of his superior, 
with the composure that is so necessary l« a seaman in the 
moment of ti'ial. , Ludlow himself, while he felt the load of 
responsibility he had assumed, succeeded equally well in main- 
taining an outward caha. The ship was irretrievably in the 
Gate, and no human power could reti'ace the step. At such 
moments of intense anxiety, the human mind is wont to seek 
support in the opinions of others. Notwithstanding the increas- 
ing velocity and the critical coniMtion of his own vessel, Ludlow 
cast a glance, in order to ascertain the determination of tlie 
" Skimmer of the Seas." Elackwell's was already behind them, 
and as the two currents were again united, the brigantjne had 
luffed up into the entrance of the dangerous passage, and now 
followed within two hundred feet of the Coquette, directly in 
her wake. The bold and manly-looking mariner, who controlled 
her, stood between the knight-heads, just above the image of 
his pretended mistress, where ,he examined the foaming reefe, 
the whirling eddies, and the varjing currents, with folded aims, 
and a riveted eye. A glance was exchanged between the two 
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The time, from tlie momeut when the Coqiiette entered the 
Gate, to that when she anchored below " the Pot," though the 
distance was near a mile, seemed but a minute. Certain, how- 
ever, that his ship was now checked, the thoughts of Ludlow 
returned to their other duties with the q^uiekness of lightning. 

" Clear away the grapnels," he eagerly cried — " stand by to 
heave, nnd haul in ! — heave !" 

But, that the reader may better comprehend the motive of 
this sudden order, he must consent to return to tlie entrance 
of tlic dangeroita passage, and accompany the Water-Witch, 
also, in her hazardous experiment to get through without a 

The abortive attempt of the brigantine to stem the tide at 
the western end of BlackweU's, will be remembered. It had no 
other effect than to place her pursuer more in advance, and to 
convince her own commander that he had now no ci.[ier 
resource than to continue his course ; for, had he anchored, 
boats would have insured his capture. When the two /essels 
appeared off the east«m end of the island, the Coquette was 
ahead — a feet that the esperienced free-trader did not at all I'egi-et 
He profited by the dixiunistauce to follow her movemente, and to 
make a fevorable entrance into the uncertain currents. To him, 
Hell-Gate was known only by its fearful reputation among 
mariners ; and unless he might avail himself of the presence of 
the cruiser, he had no other guide than his own general know- 
ledge of the power of the element. 

When the Coquette had tacked, the calm and observaut 
Skimmer was satisfied with throwing bis head-sails flat to the 
mast From that instant, the brigantJne lay floaling in the 
current, neither advancing nor receding a foot, and always 
keeping her position at a safe distaivce from the ship, that was 
Bo adroitly made to answer the purjjoses of a beacon. The sails 
were watched with the closest card ; and so nicely was the deli- 
cate machine tended, that it wo'ald have been, at any moment, 
in her people's power to have lessened her way, by tiitning to 
Ihe fllreair.. The Coquette was followed till she anchored, aiid 
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trusting more to fortune, tban to any knowledge of the elianripl, 
for safety. 

When passing tlie tn-o sinali islands tJiat he at no gi'eat dis- 
tance from the Gate, a boat was seen moving towards tlie voya] 
cruiser. A man in it pointed to the signal, which was sUD 
flying, and offered his services. 

" Tell me," demanded Ludlow cagei'ly, " has joiukr brigan- 
tine taken a pilot?" 

"By her movements, I judge not She brushed the sunken 
rock, off the mouth of Flushing-bay ; and as she passed, I heai'd 
the song of the lead. I should have gone on board myself, but 
the fellow rather flies than saib ; and as for signals, he seems to 
mind none but his own !" 

" Bring U3 up with him, and fifty guineas is thy reward !'' 

The slow-moving pilot, who in truth had just awaked from a 
refreshing sleep, opened his eyes, and seemed to gather a new 
impulse from the promise. When his questions were asked and 
answered, he began deliberately to count on his fingers all the 
chances that stall existed of a vessel, whose crew was ignorant of 
the navigation, falhng into their hands. 

" Admitting that, by keeping mid-channel, she goes clear of 
\Vhito Stone and Frogs," he said, ^ving to Thi'ogmorton's its 
vulgar name, "he must be a wizard, to know that the Stepping- 
Stones lie dii'ectly across his course, and that a vessel must steer 
away northerly, or bring up on rocks that will as surely hold 
him as if he were built there. Then he rans his chance for the 
Executioners, whioh are as prettily placed as needs be, to make 
our trade flourish ; besides the Middle Ground further cast, 
though I count but little on that, having often tried to find it 
myself, without success. Courage, noble captain ! if the fellow 
Tie the man you say, we shall get a nearer look at him before 
the sun sets; for certainly he who has run the Gato without a 
pilot in safety, has had as much good luck as can tall to his 
share in one day." 

The opinion of the East Rivei' Branch pi'oved en'oneous. 
Notwithstanding the hidden perils by which she was enwroned, 
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870 THE WATEH-WITCn. 

the Water-Witch continnod her course, with a speed that 
increased as the wind rose with the sun, and with an impunity 
from haiTn that amazed all who were in tlie secret of her situa- 
tion. Off Throgmorton's there was, in truth, a danger that 
might even have baffled the sagacity of the followers of the 
mj-sterious iady, had they not been aided by accident. This is 
the point where the straitened arm of the sea expands into the 
basin of the Sound. A broad and inviting passage lies directiy 
before the navigator, while, hke the flattering prospects of life, 
numberless hidden obstacles are in wait to wrest the unheeding 
and ignorant. 

The " Skiinraer of the Seas" was deeply practised in all the 
intiicacies and dangers of shoals and rocks. Most of his life 
had been passed in tiireading the one or in avoiding the other. 
So keen and quick had his eye become, in detecting the pre- 
sence of any of those signs which forewarn the mariner of 
danger, that a ripple on the surface, or a deeper shade in the 
color of tlie water, rarely escaped his vigilance. Seated on the 
topsail-yard of his brigantine, he had overlooked the passage 
from the moment tJiey were through the Gate, and issued 
his mandates to those below with a precision and promptitude 
that were not surpassed by the trained conductor of the Coquette 
himselfl But when his sight embraced the wide reach of water 
that Irj' in front, aa his littie vessel swept round the headland 
of Throgmorton, he believed there no longer existed a reason 
for so much care. Still there was a motive for hesitation, A 
heavily-moulded and duU-saihng coaster was going eastward not 
a league ahead of the brigantine, while one of the light sloops of 
those waters was coming westward still further in the distance. 
NotwithstaJiding the wind was favorable to each alike, both 
vessels had deviated from the direct line, and were steering 
towards a common centre, near aii island that was placed more 
than a mile to the northward of the straight course. A mari- 
ner, like him of the India-shawl, could not overlook so obvious 
an intimation of a change in the channel. The Water-Witch 
was kept away, and her lighter sails were lowered, in oi'der to 
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allow the royiil cmlser, whose lofty caavas was plaiiily visible 
above the land, to ttmw near. When the Coquette was sppji 
also to divetwe, there no longer remained a, doubt of the direc- 
tion necessary to be taken ; and everything was quickly set 
upon the brigantine, even to her studding-sails. Long ere she 
reached the island, the two coasters had met, and each agmn 
changed its course, reversing that on which the other ha«l just 
been sailing. There was, in these movements, as plain an expla- 
nation as a seaman could desire, tliat the pursued were right. 
On reaching the islaud, therefore, they again luffed into the 
wake of the schooner ; and hai-ing nearly crossed the sheet of 
water, they passed the coaster, receiving an assurance, in words, 
that all was now plain saihng before them. 

Such was the lamous passage of the " Skimmer of the Seas" 
through the multiplied and hidden dangore of the eastern 
channel. To thw^o who have thus accompanied him, step by 
step, through its intricacies and al;irms, there may seem nothing 
extraordinary in the event; but, coupled as it was with the 
character previously e:irn(d by that bold mariner, and occurring 
as it did in an age when men were more disposed than at pre- 
sent to put faith in the marvellous, the reader \vill not be sur- 
prised to learn that it greatly increased his reputation for daring, 
and had no small Influence on an opinion, which was by no 
means uncommon, that the dealers in contraband were singular^ 
favored by a power which greatly exceeded that of Queen Anne 
and all her servants. 
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CHAFIER XXIX. 

Tug commander of Her Biilamiic Majesty's ship Coquette 
slept that night in tlie hammock-cloths. Before the smi 
set, (]ie light and swift brigantine, by following the gradual bend 
of the laiid, had disappeared in the eastern board ; and it 
was no longer a question of overtaking her by speed. StiU sail 
was crowded on the royal cruiser; and long ere the period 
when Ludlow threw himself in his clothes between the ridgo- 
ropes of the quarter-deck, the vessel had gained the broadest 
part of the Sound, and was already approaching the islands that 
form the "Race." 

Throughout the whole of that long and anxious day, the 
young smlor had held no communication with the inmates 
of the cabin. The servants of the ship had passed to and fro ; 
but though the door seldom opened that he did not bend 
his eyes feverishly in its direction, neither the alderman, hia 
niece, the captive, nor even Francois or the negress, made their 
appearance on the deck. If any there felt an interest in the 
result of the chase, it was concealed in a profound and almost 
mysterious silence. Determined not to be outdone in indiffer- 
ence, and goaded by feelings which with all his pride he could 
not overcome, our young seaman took possession of the place of 
rest we have mentioned, without using any measures to resume 
the intercouise. 

Wlien the first watch of the night was come, sail was short- 
ened on the ship, and from that moment till the day dawned 
again, her captain seemed buried in sleep. With the nppear- 
unce of the sun, however, he arose, and commanded the canvas 
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to be spread once more, and every exertion made to driie 
the vessel forwaid to her object. 

The Coquette reached the Race early in the day, and shoot- 
ing through the passage on an ebb-tide, she was off Jlontauk 
at noon. No sooner had the ship drawn past the cape, and 
rt-ached a point where she felt the breeze and the waves of the 
Atlantio, than men were sent aloft, and twenty eyes were 
eariously employed in examining the offing, Ludlow remem- 
bered the promise of the Slii mmer to meet him at that spot ; and 
notwithstanding the motives which the latter might be supposed 
to have for avoiding the interview, so great was the influence of 
the free-trader's manner and character, that the young captain 
eQtertmned a secret expectation the promise would be kept, 

" The offing is clear !" said the young captain, in a tone 
of disappointment, when he lowered bis glass ; " yet that rover 
does not seem a man to hide his head in fear " 

" Fear — that is to say, fear of a Frenchman — and a decent 
respect for Her Majesty's cruisers, are very different sorts of 
things," returned the master. " I never got a bandanna or 
a bottle of your Cognac ashore in my life, that I did not think 
every man that I passed in the street could see the spots in the 
one, or scent the flavor of the other ; but then I never supposed 
this shyness amounted to more than a certain suspicion in 
my own mind that other people know when a man is running 
on an illegal couiBe. I suppose that one of your rectoi's, who is 
snugly anchored for life in a good warm liiing, would call this 
conscience; but for my own part, Captmn Ludlow, though 
no great logician in matters of this sort, I have always beheved 
that it was natural concern of mind lest the articles should 
be seized. If this ' Skimmer of the Seas' comes out to give na 
another chase in rough water, he is by no means as good 
a judge of the difference between a large and a small vessel as I 
had thought him^and I confess, sir, I should have more 
hopes of taking him were the woman under his bowsprit fairly 
bm-nt'' 

"The offing is clear." 
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aSO T El E WAT EH- WITCH. 

"That it ia, with a show of the wind holding hera at south- 
half-sooth. This bit of water that we have jiassed between yon 
island and the main, is lined with bays ; and while we are here 
looking out for them on the high seas, the cunning varlets may 
be trading in any one of the fifty good basins that lie between 
the cape and the place where we lost him. For aught we know, 
he may have run westward again in the night watches, and be 
at this moment laughing in his sleeve at the manner in which he ■ 
dadged the cruiser." 

" 'ftei'e is too much truth in what you say, Trysail; for if 
the Skimmer be now disposed to avoid us, he has certainly 
the means in !iis power." 

" Sail, ho !" cried the look-out on the niain-top-gallant 

" Where-away V 

" Broad on the weather beam, sir ; here, in a range with the 
light cloud that is just lifting ftoih the water."' 

" Can you make out the ing V 

" 'Fore George, the fellow is right !" interrupted the master. 
" The cloud caased her to be unseen, but here she is, sure 
enough, — a full-rigged ship under easy canvas, with her head 
to the westward !" 

The look of Ludlow through the glass was long, attentive, 
and grave. 

" We are weak-handed to deal with a stranger," he said, 
when be returned the insti'ument to Trysail. " You see he has 
nothing but his topssuls set, — a show of canvas that would satisfy 
no irader in a breeze hke this !" 

The master was silent, but his look was even longer and 
more critical than that of his captain. When it had ended, he 
cast a cautious glance towards the diminished eiew, who 
were curiously regarding the vessel that had now become suffi- 
dently distinct by a change in the position of the cloud, and 
then answered in an under tone ; — 

" lis a Frenchman, or I am a whale ! One may see it 
by his abort yai'da, and the hoist of his seuIs, aye, and 'tia 
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'<t <^9cr, too, for no man who had a profit to make on his 
freight woiiUl be lying there under short canvas, and his port 
within a ilnj's run." 

"Tour o]rtnion is my own; would to Heaven our people 
were all here ! This is but a short complement to take into 
action with a ship whose force seems equal to our own. What 
nuinbev can we count!'' 

"We are short of seventy, — a small muster for foui'-and- 
twenty guns, with yards like these to handle." 

" And yet the port may not be insulted ! We are known to 
be on thus coist— — ■" 

" We are «een 1" mterrupted the m-jster ' The fellow 
has wore 'hip, -ind he la already setting his top-gaJhnt sails." 

There no longer rpraatned ray choice between downright 
flight and pivpaiations for combat The fiirmpr would have 
been easy, tji an hour would hiio taken the ship within 
the cape, but the latter was fii more in conson-mce with 
the spirit of the scmce to whii.h tin Coquette belonged. The 
order was giien,therefuie, for "all hands toclear ship for action!" 
It was in the reckless nature of sailora to exult in diis summons ; 
for success and audacity go hand in hand, and long familiarity 
with the fiist had, even at that eariy day, given a confidence 
that often approached temerity to the seamen of Great Britain 
and her dependencies. The mandate to prepare for battle was 
received by the feeble crew of the Coquette as it had often been 
received before when lier decks were filled with the number 
necessary to give full efficiency to her armament ; though a few 
of tlie older and more experienced of the mariners, men in 
whom confidence had been diminished by time, were seen 
U> shake their beads, as if they doubted the prudence of the 
intended contest 

Whatever might have been the secret hesitation of Ludlow 
when the character and force of his enemies were clearly estab- 
lished, he betrayed no signs of irresolution fi'om the moment 
when his decision appeared to be taken. The necessary orders 
weivj issued calmly, .and with the oleamess and readiness thai 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



pei'hav>s cuDstitute the greatest merit of a na al capta The 
yards were shing in chains; the booms vp e sent d n the 
lofty sails were furled, and, in short, all the ] ej «t it o s that 
were then customaiy were made with the u ai p omj tit dejind 
skill Then the drum beat to quarters, and when the people 
were at their stations, their young commander had a better 
opportunity of examining into the true efficiency of his ship. 
Calling to the master, he ascended the poop, in order that they 
might confer t<^ther with less risk of being overheard, and at 
the same time better observe the manoeuvres of the enemy. 

llie stranger had, as Tiysail perceived, suddenly wore round 
on his heel, and laid his head to the northward. The change in 
the coui'se brought him before the wind, and, as he immediately 
spread all the canvas that would draw, he was approaching fast. 
During the time occupied in preparation on board the Coquette, 
his hull had risen as it were from out of the water ; and Ludlow 
and his companion had not studied iiis appearance long, from 
the poop, before the streak of white paint, dotted with ports, 
which marks a vessel of war, became visible to the naked eye. 
As the cruiser of Queen Anne continued also to steer in the 
direetJon of the chase, half an hour moi'e brought them suffi- 
dently near to each other, to remove all doubts of their respec- 
tive oharacteis and force. The stranger then came to tlie wind, 
and made his preparations for combat 

" The fellow shows a stout heart and a warm battery," 
observed the miister, when the broadside of the enemy became 
visible, by this change in his position. " Six-aiid-twenty teeth, 
by my count ! though the eye-teeth must be wanting, or he 
would never be so foolhardy as to brave Queen Anne's Coquette 
in tliis impudent fashion! A prettily turned boat, Captaiu 
Ludlow, and one nimble enough in her movements. But look 
at his topsails. Just like his character, Sir, all hoist ; and with 
littie or no head to them. I'll not deny but the hull is well 
enough, for that is no more than carpenter's work ; but when 
it comes to the rig, or trim, or cut of a sail, how should a I'Oii- 
ent or a Brest man understand what is comely ! There is no 
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equalling, after all, a good, wholesome, honoat Englisli topsail ; 
which is neither too narrow in the head, nov too deep in the 
hoist ; with a bolt-rope of exactly the tnie size, rohands and 
earinga and howhaes that look as if they grew there, and sheets 
that neither natui'e nor art could alter to advantage. Here are 
these Ameiicans, now, making innovations in ship-building, and 
in the sparring of vessels, as if anything could be gained by 
quitting Ihe customs and opinions of (heir ancestors ! Any man 
may see that all they have about them, that is good for any- 
thing, is English ; while all their nonsense and new-fengled 
changes eoine from their own vanity." 

" They get along, Master Trysdj, notwithstanding," returned 
the Captain, who, though i\ sufficiently loyal subject, could not 
forget his birth-place ; " and many is the time this ship, one of 
the finest models of Plymouth, has been bothered to overhaul 
the coasters of these seas. Here is the brigaiitinc, that 
has laughed at ns on our best tack, and with our choice of 

" One cannot say where that brigantine was built, Captain. 
Ludlow. It may be here, it may be there ; for I look upon her 
as a nondescript, as old Admii'al Top used to call the galliots 
of the north seas— but, concerning these new American fash- 
ions, of what use are they, I would ask. Captain Ludlow > In 
the first place, they are neither English nor French, which is as 
much as to confess they are altogether outlandish ; in the second 
place, they disturb the harmony and established usages among 
Wrights and sail-makers, and, though they may get along well 
enough now, sooner or later, take my word for it, they will come 
to harm. It is unreasonable to suppose that a new people can 
discover anything in the construction of a ship, that has escaped 
(he wisdom of seamen as old — the Frenchman is clewing up hu 
top-gallanfr^sails, and means to let them hang ; which is much 
the same as condemning them at once, — and, therefore, I am 
of opinion that all these new fashions will come to no good." 

" Your reasoning is absolutely conclusive. Master Trysail,*" 
returned the captain, whose thoughts were differently employed. 
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" I agL«e with you, it would be safer for the stranger to send 
down his yards," 

" There is something manly and becoming in seeing a ship 
strip heraelii as she comes into actJon, Sir! It is iike a boxer 
taking off his jacket, witli the intention of making a fair stand- 
up fight for it — That fellow is filling away again, and means t« 
inan(fiuvre before he comes up fairly to his work," 

The eye of Ludlow had never quitted the stranger. He saw 
that the moment for serious action was not distant ; and, bidding 
Tijsail keep the vessel on her eoui'se, he descended to the 
i)uaj1«r-deck. For a single instant, the young commander 
paused, with bis hand on the door of the cabin ; then overcoming 
his reluctance, he entered the apartment. 

The Coquette was built after a fashion much in YOgae a cen- 
tury since, and which, by a fickleness that influences marine 
architecture as well as less important things, is again coming 
into use for vessels of her force. The accommodations of the 
commander were on the same deck with the batteries of the 
ship, and they were frequently made to contain two or even four 
guns of the armament. When Ludlow entered his cabin, 
therefore, he found a crew stationed around the gim which was 
placed on the side next the enemy, and all the customary 
arrangements made which precede a combat. The state-rooms 
abaft, however, as well as the httle apartment which laj' between 
them, were closed. Glancing his eye ahout him, and obsen'ing 
the carpenters in readiness, he made a signal for them to knock 
away the bulkheads, and lay the whole of the fighting part of 
the ship in common. While this duty was going on, he entered 
the after-cahin. ' 

Alderman Van Beverout and his companions were found 
logpther, and evidently in expectation of the visit they now 
received. Passing coolly by the former, Ludlow approached 
his niece, and, taking her hand, he led her to the quarter-deck, 
making a sign for her female attendant to follow. Descending 
into the depths of the ship, the captain conducted his charge 
into a part of the berth-deck that was below the water line, and 
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as much removed from danger as she could well be, without 
encountering a foid air, or aiglits that might be painftil to one 
of her 3es and habits. 

" Here is as much safety as a vessel of war affords _ in a 
moment liVe this," he said, when hia companion, was silently 
Beatcd on a mess-ehest. " On no account quit the spot, till I — 
01 some other advise you it may he done without hazard." 

Alida had submitted to be Led thither without a question. 
Though her color went and came, she saw the little dispositionB 
that were made for her comfort, and without which, even at 
that moment, the young ssulor could not qmt her in the same 
silence. But when they were ended, and her conductor was 
about to retire, his name escaped her lips by an exclamation 
that seemed huriicd and involuntary. 

"Can I do aught else to quiet your apprehensions?" the 
young man inquired, though he studiously avoided her eye, as 
he turned to put the question. " I know your strength of mind, 
and that you have a resolution which exceeds the courage of 
your sex ; else I would not venture so freely to point out the 
danger which may beset one, even here, without a selfnxim- 
maud and discretion that shall restrain all sudden impulses of 

" Notwithstanding your generous interpretation of my cha- 
racter, Ludlow, I am but woman after all." 

" I did not mistake you for an amazon," returned the young 
man smihng, perceiving that she checked her words by a 
sudden effort. " All I expect from you is the triumph of reason 
over female terror. I shall not conceal that the odds — perhaps 
I may say that the chances are against us ; yet the enemy 
must pay for my ship ere he has her I She will be none the 
worse defended, Alida, from the consciousness that thy liberty 
and comfort depend in some measure on our exertions, — Would 
you say more 1" 

La belle Barbfirie sti'u^led with herself and she became 
calm, at least in exterior. 

" There has been a singular misconception between us, but is 
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this no moment for explanation ! Ludlow, I would not have 
you part with me, at such a time as this, with that cold and 
reproachful eye 1" 

She paused. WLen the young man ventured to rtuse his 
look, he saw the beautiful girl standing with a hand extended 
towards him, as if offering a pledge of amity; while the crimson 
on her eheek, and her yielding but half-averted eye, spoke with 
the eloquence of maiden modesty. Seizing the hand, he 
answered, hastily — 

" Time was when this action would have made-me happy — " 

The young man paused, for his gaze had unconsciously 
become riveted on the rings of the hand he held. Alida under- 
stood the look, and, drawing one of the jewels, she o^red it 
with a smile that was as attractive as her beauty. 

" One of these may be spared," she said. " Take it, Ludlow ; 
and when thy present duty shall be performed, return it, as a 
gage that I have promised that no explanation which you may 
have a right to ask shall be withheld." 

The young man took the ring and forced it on the smallest of 
his fingers, in a mechanical manner, and with a bewildered 
lodt that seemed to inquire if some one of those which remained 
was not the token of a plighted faith. It is probable that he might 
have continued the discourse, had not a gun been fired from 
the enemy, It recalled him to the more serious business of the 
hour. Already more than half disposed lo believe all he could 
wish, he raised the fair hand, which had just bestowed the boon, 
to his hps, and rushed upon deck. 

"The Monsieur is beginning to bluster," said Tiysrul, who 
had witnessed the descent of his commander, at that moment 
and on such an eirand, with great dissatisfaction, "Although 
his shot fell short, it is too much to let a Frenchman have the 
credit of the first word." 

"He has merely given the weather gun, the signal of 
defiance. Let him come down, and he will not find us in a 
hurry to leave him !" 

" No, no : as for that, we are snug enough !" returned the 
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master, chucliling as he surveyed the half-naked spars, and the 
light top-hamper, to which he had himself reduced the ship. 
" If ninning is to be our play, we have made a false move at 
the beginning of the game. These top-sails, spanker, and jib, 
make a show that says more for bottom than for speed. Well, 
c )me what will of this affair, it will leave me a master, though 
if is beyond the power of the best duke in England to rob me 
of my share of the honor 1" 

With this consolation for his perfectly hopeless condition as 
respects promotion, the old seaman walked forward, examining 
critically into the statp of the vessel; while his yoUng com- 
mander, having cas-t a look about him, motioned to his prisoner 
and the Aldei-man to follow to the poop. 

" I do not pretend to inqniro into the nature of the tie which 
unites you with some in this ship," Ludlow commenced, 
addressing his woiiia to Seadrift,, though he kept his gaze on 
the recent gift of AUda ; " but, that it must be strong, is evident 
by the interest they have taken in your fete, One who is thus 
esteemed should set a value on himself How far you have 
trifled with the laws, I do not wish tfi say ; but here is an 
opportunity to redeem seme of the public fevor. You are a 
seaman, and need not be told that my ship is not as stron^y 
manned as one could wish her at this moment, and that the 
services of every Englishman will be welcome. Take charge of 
these six guns, and depend on my honor that your devotion to 
the flag shall not go unreqiiited." 

"You much mistake my vocation, noble captain;" returned 
the dealer in contraband, faintly laughing. "Though one of 
Uie seas, I am one more used 'to the calm latitudes than to 
these whirlwinds of war. You have visited the brigantine of 
our mistress, and must have seen that her temple resembles 
that of Janus more than that of Mars. The deck of the 
Water- Witch has none of this frowning garniture of artillery," 

Ludlow listened in amazement. Surprise, incredulity, and 
SGom, were each in turn expressed in his frowning countenance. 

" This is unbecoming language for one of youi- calling," ho 
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said, scarce deeming it necessary to conceal the contempt he 
feit. " Do jou acknowledge fealty to this ensign — are you an 
Englishman ?" 

" I am such as Heaven was pleased to make me— fitter for 
the zephyr than the gale — the jest than the wM^hout — tho 
meiTy moment than tie angiy mood." 

"Is this the man whose name for daring has passed 
into a proverb ) — the dauntless, reckless, skilful ' Skimmer of 
the Seas !' " 

" North is not more removed from south than I from him 
in the qualities you seek! It was not my duty to undeceive 
you as to the value of your captive, while he whose services are 
beyond price to our mistress was still on the coast So far 
irom being him you name, brave captain, 1 cldm to be no 
more than one of his agents, who, having some experience in 
the caprices of woman, he trusts to recommend his wares to 
female fancies. Though so useless in inflicting injuries, I may 
make bold, however, to rate myself as excellent at consolation. 
Suffer that I appease the fears of la belle Barbferie duriug the 
coming tumult, and you shall own that one more skilful in that 
merciful ofBee is rare indeed !" 

" Comfort whom, where, and what thou wilt, miserable effigy 
of manhood !— but hold, there is less of terror than of artifice in 
that lurking smile and treacherous eye !" 

" Disci'edit both, generous captain ! C* the faith of one who 
caa be sincere at need, a wholesome fear is uppermost, whatever 
else the disobedient members may betray. I could lain weep 
rather than be thought valiant just now !" 

Ludlow listened in wonder. He had raised an aMQ to arrest 
the retreat of the young mariner, and by a natural movement 
his Land slid along the limb it had grasped, until it held that of 
SeadrifL The instMit he touched the soft and ungloved palm, 
an idea, as novel as it was sudden, crossed his brain. Retreat- 
ing a step or two, he examined the light and a^le form of the 
other, fiom head to feet. The frown of displeasure, which had 
clouded his brow, changed lo a look of unfeigned surprise ; and 
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for the first time, the tones of the voice came over his recolleo- 
tioii as beiDg softer and more melodious than is wont in man. 

" Truly, thou art not the ' Skimmer of the Seaa !' " ha 
exclaimed, when his short examination was ended. 

" No truth more certain. I am one of Uttle account in tl,ia 
mde encounter, though, were that gallant seaman here," and 
the color deepened on tiie checks of Seadrift as he spoke, " his 
arm and counsel might prove a host ! Oil I I have seen him 
in scenes fer more tiying than this, when the elements have 
conspired with other dangers. The example of his steadiness 
and spirit has given courage even to the feeblest heart in the 
brigantine ! Now, suffer me to offer consolation to the timid 
Alida." 

"I should iittle merit her gratitude, were the request 
refused," returned Ludlow. " Go, gay and gallant Master Sea- 
drift ! if the enemy fears thy presence on the deck as little as 
I di'ead it with la belle Barbaric, thy services here will be 
useless !" 

Seadrift colored to the temples, crossed his arms meekly on 
his bosom, sank in an atljtude of leave-taking, that was so equivo- 
cal as to cause the attentive and critical young captain to amile, 
and then glided past him and disappeared through a hatchway. 

The eye of Ludlow followed the active and gracefiil form, 
while it continued in sight ; and when it was no longer visible, 
he feeed the Alderman with a look which seemed to inquire 
how lav he might be acquainted with the true character of the 
individual who had been the cause of so much pain to himself. 

" Have I done well, Sir, in permitting a subject of Queen 
Anne to quit ns at this emei^ency?" he demanded, observing 
that either the phlegm or the self-command of Myndert ren- 
dered him proof to scrutiny. 

" The lad may be termed contraband of war," returned the 
Alderman, without moving a muscle ; " an article that will com- 
mand a better price in a quiet than in a turbulent market. In 
short. Captain Cornelius Ludlow, this Master Seadrift will not 
answer thy purpose at all in combat." 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



" And is this example of heroism to go any further, or may 1 
count on the assistance of Mr. Alderman Van Beuerout ? — He 
has the reputation of a loyal citizen." 

" As for loyalty," returned the Alderman, "so far as saying 
God bless the Queen, at city feasts, will go, none are more so. 
A wish is not an expensive return for the protection of her fleets 
and armies, and I wish her and you success against the enemy, 
with all my heart. But 1 never admired the manner in which 
the States General were dispossessed of their territories on 
this continent. Master Ludlow, and therefore I pay the 
Stuarts httle more than I owe them in law." 

"Which is as much as to say, that you will join the. gay 
smuggler, in administering consolation to one whose spirit 
places her ahove the need of such succor." 

" Not so fast, young gentleman. — We mercantile men hke to 
see offsets in our books, before they are balanced. Whatever 
may be my opinion of the reigning family, which I only ntter to 
you in confidence, and not as coin that is to pass from hand to 
hand, my love for the Grand Monarque is still less. Louis is 
at loggerheads with the Unile'd Piovinces, as well as with our 
gracious Queen; and I see no harm in opposing one of his 
cruisers, since they certainly annoy trade, and render returns for 
investments inconveniently uncertain, I have heard artillery 
in my time, having in my younger days led a band of city 
volunteers in many a march and countermarch around the 
Bowling-Green ; and for the honor of the second ward of the 
good town of Manhattan, I am now ready to undertake tfi show 
that all knowledge of the art has not entirely depai'ted from me." 

" That is a manly answer, and, provided it be sustained by a 
corresponding countenance, there shall be no impertinent 
inquiry into motives, 'lis the officer that makes the ship vio- 
torious ; for, when he sets a good example and underetands his 
duty, there is little fear of the men. Choose your position 
among any of these guns, and we will mate an effort to disap- 
point yon servants of Louis, whether we do It as Englishmen, 
M only as the allies of the Seven Provinces." 
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Myndert desoended to the quarter-deck, and having delibe- 
rately deposited Lis coat on the cajstan, replaced his wig by a 
handkerchief, and tightened the buckle that did the office of sus- 
penders, he squinted along the guns, with a certain air that served 
to assure the speotatots he had at least no dread of the recoil. 

Alderman Van Beverout was a personage far too important, 
iiot to .be known by most of those who frequented the goodly 
town of which he was a civic ofEcer, His presence, therefore, 
among the men, not a few of whom were natives of the colony, 
had a salutary effect ; some yielding to the sympathy which is 
natural to a hearty and encouraging example, while it is possi- 
ble there were a few that argued less of the danger, in con- 
sequence of the indifference of a man who, being so rich, had so 
many motives to take good care of his person. Be this aa it 
might, the burgher was received by a cheer which drew a short 
but pithy address from him, in which he exhorted his compa- 
nions in aims to do their duty, in a manner which should teach 
the Frenchmen the wisdom of leaving that coast in futiu'e free 
fi^m annoyance ; while he wisely abstained from all the com- 
mon-place allusions to king and country— a subject to which ho 
felt his inabiUty to do proper justice. 

" Let every man remember that cause for courage, which 
may be most agreeable to his own habits and opinions," con- 
cluded this imitator of the Hannibals and Sclpios of old ; " for 
that is the surest and the briefest method of bringing his mind 
into an obstinato state. In my own case, there is no want of 
motive ; and I dare say each one of you may find some suffi- 
cient reason for entering heart and hand into this battle. Pro- 
tests and credit 1 what would become of the afiairs of the best 
house in the colonies, were its prindpal to be led a captive to 
Brest or I'Orient ? It might derange the business of the whole 
city, m not offend your patriotism with such a supposition, 
but at once beHeve that your minds are resolved, lite my own, 
to resist to the last ; for this is an interest which is general, as 
all questions of a commercial nature become, through their 
influence on the happiness and prosperity of society." 
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Having lerininated his address in so apposite and public- 
epiritod a manner, the worthy burgher hemmed loudly, and 
resumed hia accustomed silence, perfectly assured of his own 
applause. If the matter of Myndert's discoui^ wears too much 
the air of an undivided attention to his own interests, the 
reader will not forget it is by this concentration of individuality 
that most of the mercaiilile prospeiity of the world is achieved. 
The seamen listened with admiration, for they understood no 
part of the appea! , and, next to a statement which shall be 
so lucid as to induce every hearer to believe it is bo more than 
a happy explanation of his own ideas, that which is nnintel- 
Ugible is apt to unite most suffrages in its favor. 

" You see your enemy, and you know your work !'' said 'the 
clear voice of Ludlow, who, as he passed among the people of 
the Coquette, spoke to thetn in that steady, unwavering tone 
which, in moments of danger, goes to the heart. " I shall not 
pretend that we are a* strong as I oonld wish ; but the greater 
the necessity for a strong pull, the readier a true seaman will be 
to give it. There are no ndla in that ensign. When I am 
dead, you may pull it down if you please ; but so long as I live, 
my men, there it shall fly ! And now, one cheer to show your 
humor, and let the rest of your noise come from the guns." 

The crew complied, with a full-mouthed and hearty hurrah 1— 
Trysail assured a young, laughing, careless midshipman, who 
3ven at that moment could enjoy an uproar, that he had seldom 
heard a prettier piece of sea-eloquence than that which had just 
fallen from the captain ; it being both " neat and gentleman- 
like." 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



The vessel, which appeared so inopportunely for the safety of 
theill-maniied British cruiser, was, in truth, a ship that had roved 
from among the islands of the Caribbean sea, in quest of some 
sMch adventure as that which now presented itself. She was 
called la belle Fontange, and her commander, a youth of two- 
and-twenty, was already well known in the salons of the Marais, 
and behind the walls of the Eue Basse des Remparts, as one of 
the most gay and amiable of those who frequented the former, 
and one of the most spirited and skilful among the adventurers 
who sometimes trusted to their address in the latt«r. Rank, 
and influence at Versailles, had procured for the young Chevalier 
Dumont de la Kocheforte a command to which he could lay no 
claim either by his experience or his services. His mother, a 
near relative of one of the beaut f th urt, had been com- 
manded to use sea-bathing, a j t against the conse- 
quences of the bite of a rab 1 1 ] d g By way of a suilsble 
episode to the long descnpt h was the daily habit of 
writing to those whoso k 11 f h new element was 
. limited to the constant view t f w ponls and ditches teeming 
with carp, or an occasional glimpse of some of the turbid reaches 
of the Seine, she had vowed (o devote her youngest child to Nep- 
tune 1 In due time, that is to say, while the poetic sentiment 
was at tlie access, the young chevalier was duly enrolled, and, 
in a time that greatly anticipated all regular and judicious pre- 
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fermeut. te was placed in command of the corvette in questnon, 
and sent to tUe Indies t<i gdn glory for liiniaelf and liia country. 

The CLevalier Dumont de la Kocheforte was brave, but his 
courage was not the calm and silent self-possession of a seaman. 
Like himself, it was lively, buoyant, thoughtless, bustling, and 
ftill of animal feeling. He had all the pride of a gentleman, 
and unfortunately for the duty which he had now for the first 
time to perform, one of its dictates taught him to despise that 
species of mechanical knowledge which it was, just at tliis mo- 
ment, so important to the commander of la Fontange to possess. 
He could dance to admiration, did the honors of his cabin with 
fauMeas elegance, and had caused the death of an excellent 
mariner, who had accidentally fallen overboard, by jumping into 
the sea to aid him, without knowing how to swim a stroke him- 
Bclf^— a rashness that had diverted those exertions which might 
have saved the unfortunate sailor, from the assistance of the 
subordinate to the safety of his superior. He wrote sonnela 
prettily, and had some ideas of the new philosophy which was 
just be^nning to dawn upon the worid ; but the cordage of 
his ship, and the hues of a mathematical problem, equally pre- 
sented labyrinths he had never threaded. 

It was perhaps fortunate for the safety of all in her, that la 
belle Fontange possessed an inferior officer, in the person of a 
natavo of Boulogne-sOT-Mer, who was quite competent to see 
that she kept the proper course, and that she displayed none of 
the top-gallanls of her pride, at unpropilaous moments. The 
ship itself was suffidently and finely moulded, of a light and 
airy rig, and of established reputation for speed. If it was de- 
fective in anything, it had the iault, in common with its com- 
mander, of a want of sufficient solidity to resist the vicissitudes 
and dangers of the turbulent element on wlueh it was destined, 
to act 

The vessels were now within a mile of each other. The breeze 
was steady, and sufficiently fresh for all the ordinaiy evolutions 
of a naval combat ; while the water was just quiet enough to 
permit the ships to be handled with confidence and accuracy. 
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La Fontange was running viith. her head to the eastward, and, 
as she had the advantage of the wind, her tall tracery of spara 
leaned gently in the direction of her adversary. The Coquette 
was standing on the other tack, and necessarily inclined from 
her enemy. Both vessels were stripped to their topsails, spank- 
ers, and jibs, though the lofly saila of the Frenchman were flut- 
tering in the breeze, hie the graceful folds of some fandfiil dra- 
pery. No human being was distinctly visible in eitlier fabric, 
though dark clusters arouud each maslrhead showed that the 
ready top-men were prepared to discharge their duties, even in 
the confusion and dangers of the impending contest. Once or 
twice, la Fontange inclined her head more in the direction of 
her adversary ; then, sweeping up again to the wind, she stood 
on in stat«ly beauty. The moment was near when the ships 
were about to cross each other, at a point where a musket would 
readily send its messenger across the water that lay betweeo 
them. Ludlow, who closely watched each change of position, 
and every rise and fall of the breeze, went on the poop, and 
swept the horizon with his glass, for the last time before his ship 
should be enveloped in smoke. To his surprise, he discovered 
a pyramid of canvas ' lising above the sea, in the direction of 
the wind. The sail was clearly visible to the naked eye, and 
had only escaped earlier observation in tlie duties of so utgent 
a moment. Calling the master to his side, he inquired his 
opinion concerning the character of the second stranger. But 
Trysail confessed it exceeded even his long-tried powers of ob- 
servation, to say more than that it was a ship running before 
flie wind, with a cloud of sail spread. After a second and a 
longer look, however, the experienced master ventured to add 
that the stranger had the squareness and symmetry of a cruiser, 
but of what size he would not yet presume to declare, 

" It may be a hght ship, under her top-gallant and Btudding- 
sails, or it may be that we see only 'the lofty duck of some 
heavier vessel, Captain Ludlow ;— ha! he has caught the eye of 
(ho Frenchman, for the corvette has signals abroad !" 
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" To your glass ! — If the stranger answer, we have no choice 
but our speed." 

There was another keen and anxious examination of (he upper 
spars of the distant ship, but the direction of the wind prevented 
any signs of her communicating with the coiTette from being 
visible. La Fontange appeared equally uncertain of the 
character of the stranger, and for a moment there was some 
evidence of an intention to change her course. But the moment 
for indedsion had passed. The ships were already sweeping up 
abreast of each other, under the constant pressure of the breeze. 

" Be ready, men ! " ssud Ludlow, in a low but firm voice, 
retaining his elevated post on tlie poop, while he motioned to 
his companion to return to the maindeck. " Fire at his flash ! " 

Intense expectation succeeded. The two gracefiil iabrics 
sailed steadily on, and came within hdi. So profound was the 
stillness in the Coquette, that the rushing sound of the water 
she heaped under her bows was distinctly audible to all on 
board, and might be likened to the deep breathing of some vast 
animal, that was collecting its physical enei^es for some uiuKual 
exertion. On the other hand, tongues were loud and clamorous 
among the cordage of la Fontange. Just as the ships were 
fairly abeam, the voice of young Dumont was heard, shouting 
through a trumpet, for his men to fire. Ludlow smiled, in a 
seaman's scorn. Raising his own trumpet, with a quiet gesture 
to his attentive and ready crew, the whole discharge of their 
artillery broke out of the dark side of the ship, as if it had been 
by the vohtion of the fabric. The answering broadside was 
received almost aa soon as their own had been ^ven, and the 
two vessels passed swiitly without the line of shot. 

The wind had sent back their own smoke upon the English, 
and for a time it floated on their decks, wreathed itself in the 
eddies of the sails, and passed away to leeward, with the breeze 
that succeeded to the counter-current of the explosions. The 
whistling of shot and the crash of wood had been heard amid 
the din of the combat- Giving a glance at his enemy, who sliil 
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rtood on, Ludlow leaned from the pMp, and, with a sailor's 
anxiety, he endeavored to scan the gear aloft. 

" What is gone, Sir J " he asked of Trysail, whose earnest face 
jnat then became visible through the drifting smoke. " What 
Rail is so heavily flapping 3 " 

" Little harm done, Sir — little harm — beai' a hand with the 
tackle on that fore-yard-atm, you lubbers 1 you move like scajla 
in a minuet ! The fellow has shot away the lee fore-top-sail- 
sheet, Sir ; but we shall soon get out wings spread again. Lash 
it down, hoys, as if it were butt-bolted ;— so ; steady out your 
bowline, forward, — Meet bet, you can ; meet her, you may — 
meet ber 1" 

TTie smoke had disappeared, . and the eye of the eapfeun 
rapidly scanned thp whole of hi? ship Three or tjitr top men 
had already caught the flipping canvas, and were "-eated on 
the extremit\ ot the f jre-yard busied m seLunnc; their j uze 
A hole or two w is Msible m thp other wills and hero and there 
an unimportant r jpe was danglmg m a manner to 'Oio« thit 
it had been cut by shot Further than this the d-unayi aloft 
was not of a nature to attract bw attentJon 

There wts i different scene on deck Ihp feeble uew were 
earnestly occupied in loadmsr the guns «md rammers and 
sponges were handled with •ill the intPnscno=s wbicb men would 
manifest m a mom nt ^o p\iiling The Alderman was neier 
more absoibed m his Lgei thst ho now appeared m his duty of 
a cannoneer ; and the youths, to whom the command of the bat- 
teiies had necessarily been confided, diligently aided him with 
Uieir greater authority and experience. Trysail stood near the 
capstan, coolly giving tlie orders which have been, related, and 
gaang upwards with an interest so absorbed as to render him 
unconscious of all that passed around bis pei'son. Ludlow saw, 
with [Miin, that blood discolored tlie deck at his feet, and that a 
sr-amaii lay dead within reach of liis arm. The rent plank and 
shattered ceiling showed the spot whore tho destructive missile 
had entered. 

Com\'ressiug his lips like a in:ui rwoKcJ, the coininaiider of 
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Itc Coi^uette bent further forward, and glanced at the whuci. 
The quai-ter-maater, who held the spokes, was erect, steady, and 
kept his eye on the leach of the head-sail, as unetringly as tlie 
needle points to the pole. 

These were the obaei'vations of a single minu(«. The differ- 
ent circumstances related had been ascertained with so many 
rapid glances of the eye, and they had even been noted without 
losing for a moment the knowledge of the precise situation of la 
Fontange. The latter was already in stays. It became neces- 
sary to meet the evolution by another as prompt, 

ITie order was no sooner given, than the Coquette, as if 
conscious of the hazard she ran of being raked, whirled away 
from the wind, and, by the time her advei'sary was ready to 
dehver her othei' broadside, she was in a position to receive and 
to retuiii it Again the ships approached each other, and once 
more they exchanged their streams of fire when abeam. 

Ludlow now saw, throngh the smoke, the ponderous yard of 
la Fontange swinging heavily against the breeze, and the main- 
topsiul eome flapping against her mast Swmgmg off from the 
poop by a backstay that had been bhot away a moment before, 
he alighted on the quarter-deck by the side of the master. 

" Touch all the braces I" he said, hastily, but slill speaking 
low and clearly ; " give a drag upon the bowhnes — luff, Sir, luff ; 
jam the ship up hard agaiiist the wind !" 

The clear, steady answer of the quarter-master, and the 
manner in which the Coquette, still vomiting her sheets of 
flame, incUned towards the breeze, announced the promptitude 
of the subordinates. In another minute, the vast volumes of 
smoke which enveloped the two ships joined, and formed one 
white and troubled cloud, which was rolhng swiftly before the 
explosions, over the surface of the sea, but which, as it rose 
higher in the air, sailed gracefully to leeward. 

Our young commander passed swiftly through the batteries, 
spoke encouragingly to his people, and resumed his post on the 
poop. The stationary position of la Fontange, and his own 
efforts to get to windward, were already proving advantage- 
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ous to Queen Anne's cruiser. There was some indecision on 
the part of the other ship, which instantly caught the eye of one 
whose readiness in his profession so much resemhled instinct 

The Chevalier Dumont had amuaed his leisure by running 
Ilia eyes oyer the records of the naval history of his country, 
where he had found this and that commander applauded for throw- 
ingtheirtopsajls to the mast, abreast o'f their enemies. Ignorant 
of the difference between a ship in line and one engaged siugly, 
he had determined to prove himself equal to a similar display 
of spirit. At the moment when Ludlow was standing alone on 
the poop, watching with vigilant eyes the progress of his own 
vessel, and the position of his enemy, indicating merely by a 
look or a gesture to the attentive Trysail heneath, what he 
wished done, there was actually a wordy discussion on the 
quarter-deck of the latter, between the mariner of Boulogne-sur- 
Mer and the gay &vorite of the salons. They debated on the 
expediency of the step which the latter hadtalien, to prove the 
existence of a quality that no one doubted. The time lost in 
this difference of opinion was of the last importance to the 
Britash cruiser. Standing gallantly on, she was soon out of the 
range of her adversary's lire ; and, before the Boulognois had 
succeeded in convindng his superior of his error, their antagonist 
was on the other tack, and luffing across the wake of la 
Fontange. The fopsml was then tardily filled, but before the 
latter ship had recovered her motjon, the sails of her enemy 
overshadowed her deck. There was now every prospect of the 
Coquette passing to windward. At that critical moment, the 
foir-setting tops^l of the British cniiser was nearly rent in two 
by a shot. The ship fell off, the yards interlocked, and the 
tossels were font. 

The Coquette had all the advantage of position. Perceiving 
die important fact at a glance, Ludlow made sure of its oontinu- 
ance by throwing his grapnels. When the two ships were thus 
firmly lashed together, the young Dumont found himself 
reheved from a mountsun of embarrassment. Sufficiently justi- 
fied by the fact that not a single gun of his own would bear, 
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while a murdorous discharge of grape had just swept along his 
decks, he issued the order to boacd. But Ludlow,' with hia 
weakened crew, had not decided on so hazardous an evolutjon as 
that which brought him in absolute contact with his enemy, 
without foreseeing the means of avoiding all the consequences. 
The vessels touched each other only at one poiat, and this spoi 
was protected by a row of muskets. No soona', thevetbve, did 
(lie impetuous young Frenchman appear on the tuftl';til of liis 
own ship, supported by a band of followei's, than a close and 
deadly fire swept them away to a man. Young Dumont alone 
remained. For a single moment, his eye glared wildly ; but 
the active frame, stili obedient to the governing impulse of so 
impetuous a spirit, leaped onward. He fell, without Ufe, on the 
deck of his enemy. 

Ludlow watched every movement, with a calmness that 
neither personal responsibihty, noi' the uproar and rapid ind- 
dents of the teri'ible scene, could discompose. 

" Now is our time to bring the matter hand to hand f he 
cried, making a gesture to Trysail to descend from the ladder, 
in Older that he might pass. 

His arm was arrested, and the grave old master pointed to 
windward. 

" There is no mistaking the cut of those swls, or the lofty rise 
of those spars ! The stranger is another Frenchman !" 

One glance told Ludlow that his subordinate was right; 
•mother sufficed to show what was necessary. 

" Cast loose the forward grapnel — cut it — away with it, 
clear !" was shouted, through his trumpet, in a voice that rose 
commanding and clear amid the roar of the combat. 

Released forward, the stern of the Coquette yielded to the 
pressure of her enemy, whose sails were all drawing, and she 
was soon in a position to enable her head-yards to be braced 
sharp aback, in a direction opposite to the one in which she had 
BO lately lain, The whole broadside was then dehvered into the 
stem of la Fontange, the last grapnel was released, and the 
fllKps separated. 
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The single spirit which presided orer the evolufjons and exer- 
tions of the Coquette still governed her movemeuls. The sails 
were trimmed, the ship was got in command, and, before tho 
vessels had been asunder five minutes, the duty of the vessel 
was in its ordinary active but noiseless trfun. 

Nimble top-men were on the yards, and broad folds of fresh 
canvas were flapping in the breeze, as the new sails were bent 
and set. Ropes were spliced, or supplied by new rigging, the 
spars examined, and, in fine, al! that watchfulness and sedulous 
care were observed, which are necessary to the efficiency and 
safety of a ship. Every spar was secured, the pumps were 
sounded, and the vessel held on her way, as steadily as if she 
had never fired nor received a shot. 

On the other band, la Fontange betrayed the indedsion and 
oonftision of a worsted ship. Her torn canvas was blowing 
about in disorder, many important ropes beat against her masts 
unheeded, and tho vessel itself drove before the breeze in the 
helplessness of a wreck. For several minutes there seemed no 
conti»lling mind in the fabric ; and when, after so much dis- 
tance was lost as to ^ve her enemy all the advantage of the 
vrind, a tardy attempt was made to bring the ship up again, the 
tallest and most imi>ortant of her masts was seen tottering, until 
it finally fell, with all its hamper, into the sea. 

Notwithstanding the absence of so many of his people, 
snccess would now have been cei-tain had not the presence of 
the stranger compelled Ludlow to abandon his advantage. But 
the consequences to his own vessel were too sure to allow of 
more than a natural and manly regret that so favorable an 
occasion should escape him. The character of the stranger 
could no longer Ife mistaten. The eye of every seaman in tho 
Coquette as well understood the country of the Ijigh and 
narrow-headed sails, the tall taper masts and short yards of the 
frigate whose hull was now distinctly visible, as a landsman 
roct^ises an individual by the distinguishing marks of his 
features or attire. Had there been any hngering doubts on the 
subject, they would have all given place to cei-tainty, when tlie 
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stranger was seen exchanging signals witli tliti cnjiplcd cor. 

It was now time for Ludlow to come to a speedy determina- 
tion on Ms future course. The hreeze still held to the south- 
ward, but it was beginning to lessen, with every appearance 
that it would fail before nightfall. The land lay a few leagues 
to the northward, and the whole horizon of the ocean, with the 
exception of the two French cniizers, was clear. Descending to 
the quarter-deck, he approached the master, who was seated in 
a chair, while the surgeon dressed a severe hurt in one of his 
legs. Shaking the sturdy veteran cordially by the hand, ho 
expressed his acknowledgments for his support in a momont so 
trying. 

" Grod bless you ! God bless you ! Captain Ludlow," returned 
the old sailor, dashing his hand equivocally across his weather- 
beaten brow. " Battle is certainly the place to try both ship 
and friends, and Heaven be praised ! Queen Anne has not 
failed of either this day. No man has foi^otten his duty, so 
for as my eyes have witnessed ; and this is saying no trifle, with 
half a crew and an equal enemy. As for the ship, she never 
behaved better ! I had my misgivings when I saw the new 
main-topsail go, which it did, as all here know, like a bit of rent 
musliit between the fingers of a sempstress. Run forward, Mr, 
Hopper, and tell the men in the fore ri^ng to take another 
drag on that swifter, and to be careful and bring the strain 
equal on all the shrouds, A lively youth, Captain Ludlow, 
and one who only wants a little reflection, with some more expe- 
rience, and a small daah of modesty, together with the seaman- 
ship he will naturally get in time, to make a very tolerable 
-otBcer." 

" The boy promises well ; but I have come to ask -thy 
advice, my old friend, concerning our next movements. There 
is no doubt that the fellow who is coming down upon us 
is both a Frenchman and a frigate." 

" A man might as well doubt the nature of a fishhawk which 
Is to pick up all the small fry, and to let the big owes go. We 
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niight show him our canvas and try the open sea, but I feai 
that fore-mast is too weak, with three siich holes in it, to beat 
the Bail we should need !" 

"What think you of the wind?" said Ludlow, affecting 
an indedsiou he did not feel, in oi'der to soothe the toolings 
of his wounded companion. " Should it hold, we might double 
Hontaidt, and return for the rest of our people ; but should 
it iail, is there no danger that the fiigate should tow within 
shot ! — We have no boats to escape her." 

" Tlie soundings on this coast are as regular as the roof of an 
out-house," said the master, after a moment of thought, " and it 
is my ad\-ice, if it is your pleasure fo ask it, Captain Ludlow, 
that'we shoal our water as much as possible while the wind 
lasts. Then I think we shall be safe from a very near visit from 
the big one ; as for the corvette, I am of opinion that, like 
a man who has eaten his dinuor, she has no stomach for another 
slice." 

Ludlow applauded the advice of his subordinate, for it 
was precisely what he had determined on doing ; and after 
again complimenting him on his coolness and skill, he issued 
the necessary orders. The helm of the Coquette was now 
placed hard a-weather, the yards were squared, and the ship 
was put before the wind. After running in this direction for a 
few hours, the wind gi'adually lessening, the lead announced 
that the keel w.is quite as near the bottom as the tine of 
the tide, and the dull heaving and setting of the element, 
rendered at all prudent The breeze soon after fell, and oui 
young commander ordered an anchor to be di'opijed into 
the sea. 

His example in the latter respect was imitated by the hostile 
cruisers. They had joined, and boats were seen passing fi'om 
one to the other, ao long aa there was light When the sun fell 
behind the western mai^n of the ocean, their dusky outliues 
distant about a league, gradually grew less and less distinct, 
until the darkness of night enveloped sea and land in its 
gloom. 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



Tbsee horn's later, and eveiy noise was husbed on board ilia 
royal cniiser._ The toil of repairing damages liad ceased ; 
and most of the living, witb the dead, lay alike in common 
Bilenco. The watchfulness necessary to the situation of the 
fetigued mariners, however, was not forgotten ; and though 
BO many 8le|)t, a few eyes were still open, affecting to be alert. 
Here and there some drowsy seaman paced the deck, or a soli- 
tary young officer endeavored to keep himself awake by hum- 
ming a low air in his narrow bounds. The mass of the crow 
slept heavily with pistols in their belts and cutlasses at their 
sides, between the guns. There was one figure extended upon 
the quarter-deck, with the head resting on a abot-bosc. The 
deep breathing of this pereon denoted the unquiet slumbers 
of a powerful frame, in which weariness contended with suffer- 
ing. It was the wounded and feverish master, who had placed 
himself in that position to catch an hour of the repose that was 
necessary to his situation. On an arm-chest which had been 
emptied of its contenti, lay another but a motionless human 
form, with the Umbs composed in decent order, and with 
the fece turned towards the melancholy stars. This was the 
body of the young Dumonf, which had been kept with the 
intention of consigning it to consecrated earth, when the ship 
should return to port. Ludlow, with the delicacy of a generous 
and chivalrous enemy, had with his own hands spread the stain- 
less ensign of his country over the remains of the inexperienced 
but gallant young Frenchman. 

There was one little group on tlie raised deck in the stem of 
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tlie vcasol, in which t!ic ordiaary intoTOat* of life still seemed ta 
exercise their influence. Hither Ludbw had led Alida and her 
aompanions, after the duties of the day wore over, in order tliat 
they might breathe an air fresher than that of the interior of the 
vessel. The ne^ss nodded near her young miatress ; the tii'od 
alderman sate with hia*bae1( supported against the mizen-mast, 
^ving audible evidence of his atuation ; and Ludlow stood 
ereit, occiaimally tliiowm^ an eitneat look on the siinoundma; 
and unmffltd waters then 1 ndinj; his attention to the diieoui'se 
ofTns companions Ahda and Seidnft were seated near 
each ther n chnra The conversation was low while the 
meianch ly ^nd the tiemor in the voice of h belle Bwbftie 
denoted h w mu h the eients f the day had shaken her usuaHy 
firm and "spinted m nd 

rhere is a min^l ng of tie temh ind the beaut ful, of the 
grand md the 'Mi luc ng in this unqii "t pi fc sion of yours ' 
obaer(ed or nth i coitnuid \lida, repl^irg to a ^revions 
remnrk of the joing sailor That tranquil ar a — the hollow 
sound of the surf on the shore — and this soft canopy abo^e us 
form bjecia on whch e en i i^rl mij;ht dwell in admira 
tion were not her eai-s till niigiii^ ivith the roar an 1 enes 
of the ojinbat Did yon say the commiudt,T of the Frenchman 
was but a youth ^ 

Amoie boy in a^j aranee an 1 one whodiiiltle=s ovolhis 
rank to the advant-igea tf 1 irth and fi nily We knon it 
to be Iht, captan by his dress no 1 ss than hy the despe 
rale ofiort h mido to ieco\er the ftlse step taken in the earlier 
[art (f the action. ' 

" Perhaps he has a mother, Lndlow ! — a sister— a wife — 

Alida paused, for with maiden diffidence she hesitated to pro- 
nounce the tie which was uppermost in her thoughts. 

" He may have had one or .oil ! Sueh are the sailor's hazards, 
and " 

"Such the hazards of those who feel an interest in theii 
safety !" uttered tlie low but expressive voice of Seadrift. 
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An eloquent silence succeeded. Then tlie voice of Myndert 
was beaM mutteiing indistinctly, " twenty of beaver, and three 
of marten — as per invoice." The smile which, spite of lie traiu 
of his thoughts, rose on the lips of Ludlow, had scarcely pnssed 
sway, when the hoarse tones of Tiysail, rendered still hoarser by 
his sleep, were plainly heard in a stifled cry, saying, " Bear 
a hand there with your stoppers ! — the Frenchman is coming 
round upon us agaiu," 

" That is prophetic !" said one, aloud, behind the listenicg 
gi'oup. Ludlow turned, quick as the flag fluttering on its rane, 
and through the darkness he recognized in the motionless but 
manly form that stood near him on the poop, the fine person of 
the " Skimmer of the ■Seas." 

" CaJl away — !" 

" Call none !" interrupted Tiller, stopping the hurried order 
which involuntarily broke from the lips of Ludlow, " Let thy 
ship feign the silence of a wreck, but, in trutli, let there be 
watchfulness and preparation even to her store-rooms 1 Tou 
have done well. Captain Ludlow, to be on the alert, though I 
have known sharpr eyes than those of some of your look-outs." 

" Wlience come you, audacious man, and what mad errand 
has brought you again on the deck of my ship ?" 

" I come from my habitation on the sea. My business here 
is warning !" 

" The sea I" echoed Ludlow, gazing about him at the narrow 
and empty view. " The hour for mockery is past, and you 
would do well to trifle no more with those who have serious 
duties to discharge." 

" The hour is indeed one for serious duties — duties more se- 
rious than any you apprehend. But before I enter on explanation, 
there must be conditions between u3. Tou have one of the sea- 
green lady's servitors here ; I claim his liberty for my secret." 

"The eiTor info which I had fallen exists no longer," 
returned Ludlow, looking for an instant towards the shrinking 
form of Seadrift " My conquest is worthless, unless you come 
to supply hi a place." 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



THE WATER-WITCn. 407 

" I come for other purposes — liere is one who knows I do 
not trifle when urgent affaira are on hand. Let thy companiona 
retire, that I may speak openly." 

Ludlow hesitated, for he had not yet recovered from the sur- 
prise of finding the redoubtable free-trader so imexpectedly on 
the deck of his ship. But Alida and her companion arose, like 
those who had more confidence in their visitor, and, arousing 
the negress fi'orn her sleep, they descended the ladder and 
entered tlie cabin. When Ludlow found himself alone with 
Tiller, he demanded an explanation. 

" It shall not ho withheld, for time presses, and that which ia 
to be done must be done with a seaman's care and coolness," 
returned the other. " You have had a close brush with one of 
Louis's rovers, Captain Liidlow, and prettily was the ship of 
Queen Anne handled ! Have your people suffered, and are 
you stjll strong enough to make good a defence worthy of your 
conduct this morning ?" 

" These are facts you would have me utter to the ear of one 
who may be false — even a spy !'' 

" Captain Ludlow — but circumstances wai'iant tliy saspi- 

" One whose vessel and life I have threatened — an outlaw'" 

" This is too true," returned the " Skimmer of the Seas," sup 
I sudden impulse of pride and resentment. " I am 
md pursued — I am a smuggler and an outlaw : still 
am I human ! Yon see that dusky object which borders the 
sea to the northward!" 

" It is too plainly land to be mistaken." 

" Land, and the land of my bi'th ! — the earliest, perhaps I 
may say the happiest of my days, were passed on that long 
and narrow island." 

" Had I knofrn it earlier, there would have been a closer look 
among its bays and inlets." 

"The search might have been rewarded. A cannon would 
easily throw its shot from this deck to the spot whete my bri- 
ganfine now lies, snug at a single anchor." 
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" Unless you have swept her near since the setting of the sun, 
that is impossible I When the night drew on, nothing was in 
view hut the frigate and corvette of tlie enemy," 

" We have not stirred a fathom ; yet, true as Uie word of a 
fearless man, there lies the vessel of the sea-green lady. You 
see the place where the beach falls — here, at the neatest point 
of the land— the island is nearly severed by the water at that 
spot, and tlw Water- Witch is safe in the depths of the bay 
which entera from the noitiward. There is not a mile between 
ns. From the eastern hill, I witnessed your spirit this day, 
Captain Lndlow, and though' condemned in person, I felt that 
the heart could never bo outlawed. There is a foalty here, that 
can sumvc oien the pcreeeutions of the custom -houses !" 

" Tou are happy in your tenns. Sir. I will not conceal that 
I think a seaman, oven an slrflful as yourself, must allow that 
tie Coquette was kept prettily in coanmand." 

"No pilotrhoat could have been more sure or more lively, 
I knew your weakness, for the absence of all your boats was no 
secret to me ; and I confess I could have spared some of the 
profits of the voyage, to have been on your decks this day with 
a dozen of my ti-ucst fellows !" 

" A man who can ,feel this loyalty to the flag, should find a 
more honorable occupation for his usual hfe." 

" A country that can inspire it, should be cautious not to 
estrange the affections of its diildren, by monopohes and injus- 
tice. But these are discussions unsuited fo the moment. I am 
doubly your oonntrymaii in this strait, and all the past is no 
more than the rough liberties which friends take with each 
other. Captain Ludlow, there is danger brooding in that 
dark void which lies to seaward !" 

" On what authority do you speak, thus ?" 

"Sight— I ha^e been among your enenueo, ind h-ne seen 
their deadly pieprition= I know the cautnn is given to a 
bravo man, and nothinff shall hi. exteiiinted ^tii ha^e need 
of all your resolution and of evtri urn —I r th \ nil I upon 
you in ovcrwhelmiii ' numlierb ' 
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" True or falso, thy warning shall not be neglected." 

" Hold !" said the Skimmer, arresting a fonvard movement 
of his companion, with his hand. " Let them sleep fo the last 
moment. You have yet an hour, and rest will renew their 
strength. You may trust the experience of a seaman who has 
passed half of the life of man on the ocean, and who has wit- 
nessed al! its most stirring scenes, fi^m the conflict of the ele- 
ments to every variety of strife that man hai invented fo destroy 
his fellows. For another hour, yon will be secure, — After thai 
hour, God protect the unprepared ! and God be merciful to him 
whose minntes are numbered !" 

" Thy language and manner are those of one who deals ho- 
nestly," returned Ludlow, struck by the apparent sincerity of the 
free-ti'ader's communication. " In every event, we shall be ready, 
though the manner of your having gained this knowledge is as 
great a mystery as your api>earanee on the deck of my ship." 

" Both can be explained," returned the Skimmer, motioning 
to his companion fo follow to the taffrail. Here he pointed to 
a small and nearly imperceptible slrff^ which floated at the bo^ 
tom of a stem-ladder, and continued — "One who so often pays 
secret visits to the land, can never be in want of the means. 
This nut-shell was easily transported across the naiTow slip of 
land that separates tlie bay from the ocean ; and though the 
surf moans so hoarsely, it is easily passed by a steady and dex- 
terous oarsman. I have been under the martingale of tho 
Frenchman, and you see that I am here. If your look-outs are 
less alert than usual, you will remember that a low gunwale, a 
dusky side, and a muffled oar, are not readily detected, when tho 
eye is heavy and the body wearied. I must now quit you — 
imless yon think it more prudent to soud those who can be of 
no service out of the ship before the trial shall come ?" 

Ludlow hesitated. A strong desire to put Alida in a place 
of safety was met by his distrust of the smuggler's fsuth. Ho 
reflected a moment ere he answered. 

"Your cockle-shell is not sufficiently secure for more than its 
owner, — Go, and as you prove loyal, may you prosper 1" 
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"Abide tlie blow!" said the Skimmsr, grasping his hami 
He tlieii stepped carelessly on the dangling ropes, and descendod 
into the boat heneath. Ludlow watched his movements with 
an intense and possibly with a distrustful curiosity. AVlicn 
seated at the sculls, the person of the free-trader was nearly 
indisfjnct ; and as the boat ghded noiselessly away, the young 
(Kunnaander no longer felt disposed to censure those who had 
pomiitted its approach without a warning. In loss than a 
luinufe the dusky object was confounded with the surface of 
die sea 

Left to himself, the young commander of the Coquette 
seriously reflected on what had passed. The manner of the 
Skimmer, the voluntary character of his communication, its 
probahihty, and the means by which his knowledge had been 
obtained, united to cpnfirm his truth. Instances of similar 
attachment to their flag, in seamen whose ordinary pursuits 
were opposed to its intei'ests, were not uncommon. Their 
misdeeds resemble the errors of passion and temptation, while 
the momentary return to better things is the inextinguishable 
impulse of nature. 

The admonition of the free-trader, who had enjoined the 
captain to allow his people to sleep, was remembered. Twenty 
times, within as many minuted, did our young sailor examine 
his watch to note the tardy passage of the time ; as often did he 
return it to his pocket with a dc termination to forbear. At 
length he descended to the quarter-deck, and drew near the 
only form that was erect The watch was commanded by a 
youth of sixteen, whose regular period of probationary service 
had not passed, hut who, in the absence of his superiors, was 
intrusted with this delicate and important duty. He stood 
leaning against the capstan, one hand supporting his cheek, while 
the elbow rested against the drum, and the body was without 
motion. Ludlow regarded him a moment ; then lifting a lighted 
battle-Iantem to his face, ho saw that he slept. Without 
"disturbing the delinquent, the captdn replaced the lantern and 
nassed forward. In the gangway there stood a marine, with 
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his musket shouldered, in an attitude of attention. As Ludlow 
brushed within a few inches of his eyes, it was easy to be aecn 
that they opened and shut involuntarily, and without conscions- 
nees of what lay before them. On the top-gallantrforeoastle 
was a short, square, and well-balanced figure, that stood without 
Biipport of any kind, vnth both arms thrust into the bosom of a 
jacket, and a head that turned slowly to tlie west and south, as 
if it were examining the ocean in those directions. 

Stepping lightly up the ladder, Ludlow saw that it was 
the veteran seaman who was rated as the capt^n of the fote- 
castle, 

"I am glad, at last, to find one pair of eyes open in my 
ship," said the captain. " Of the whole, watch, you alone are 
alert." 

" I have doubled cape fifty, your Honor, and the seaman who 
has made that voyage rarely wants the second call of the boat- 
swain. Young heads have young eyes, and sleep is next to food, 
after a heavy drag at gun-tackles and lanyards." 

"What draws your attention so steadily in that quarter! 
There is nothing visible but the haze of the sea." 

" Tis the direction of the Frenchmen, Sir— does your Honor 
hear nothing 1" 

"Nothing," said Ludlow, after intently listening for half 
a rainnte. " Nothing, unless it be tlio wash of the surf on the 
beach." 

"It may be only fancy, but there came a sound like the fall 
of an oar-blade on a.thwart, and 'IJs but natural, your Honor, 
to expect the mounsbeer will be out, in this smooth water, to 
see what has become of us. — There went the flash of a light, or 
my name is not Bob Cleet !" 

Ludlow was silent A light was certainly visible in the 
quarter where the enemy was known to be anchored, and il 
came and disappeared hke a moving lantern. At length it 
was seen to descend slowly, and vanish as if it were extingnished 
in the water. 

"Tliftt lantern went into a boat, Captain Lndlow, though a 
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lubber carried it!" said the positive oM foreosstle-man, shaking 
his head, and beginning fo pace across the declc with the air of 
a man who needed no fuiaher oonftination of his suspicions. 

Ludlow returned towards the qnarter-deck, thoughtful but 
calm, He passed among his sleeping crew without awaking a 
man, even forbearing to touch the still motionless midshipman, 
and he entered his cabin without speaking. 

The commander of the Coquette was absent but a few 
minutes. When he again appeal^ on d<Mk, there was more of 
dedsion and of preparation in his manner. 

" "Us time fo call the wateli, Mr. Reet^" he whispered at the 
Elbow of the drowsy officer of the deck, without betraying his 
oonsciousnees of the youth's flji^tfulness of duty. " The glass 

" Aye, aye. Sir. — Bear a hand, and turn the glass !" muttered 
the young man. " A fine night. Sir, and very smooth water. — 
I was just thinking of—— " 

"Home and thy mother! 'Tis the way with us all in 
youth. Weil, WB have now something else to occupy the 
tiioughts. Muster all tbo gentlemen, here, on the quarter- 
deck, Sir." 

When the half^leeping midshipman quitted his captain to 
obey this order, the latter drew near the spot where Trys^l still 
lay in an unquiet sleep, A light touch of a single finger was 
sufficient fo raise the master on his feet. The first look of the 
veteran tar was alof^ the second at the heavens, the last at his 
captain. 

" I fear thy wound stiflens, and that the night air has added 
to the pain }" observed the latter, speaking in a kind and con- 
siderate tone. 

"The wounded spar cannot be trusted like a sound stick, 
Captain Ludlow ; but as I am no foot-soldier on a march, 
the duty of the ship may go on without my calling for a 

" I rejoice in thy cheerful spirit, my old friend, for here Ie 
(erious Wv,fk rikply to fall upon our hands. The Frenchmen 
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are in fJieir boate, and we shall shortly be brought to eloee 
qiiartei's, or prognostics are false." 

" Boats !" repeated the master. " I had rather it were under 
our canvas with a stiff breeze! The play of this ship is a 
lively foot, and a touching leach ; but, when it comes to boats, 
a marine is nearly as good a man as a quarter-master !" 

" We must take fortune as it offers. — Here is our council ! — 
It is composed of young heads, but of hearts that might do 
credit to gvey hairs.'' 

Ludlow joined the little group of officera that was by tUia 
time assembled near the capstan. Here, in a few words, he 
explained the' reason why he had summoned them from their 
sleep. When each of the youths understood his orders, and 
the nature of the new danger that threatened the ship, they 
separated, and began to enter with activity, but in guarded 
silence, on the necessary preparations. The sound of footsteps 
awoke a dozen of the older seamen, who immediately joined 
their officei's. 

Half an hour passed hlie a moment, in such an occupation. At 
tJie end of that time, Ludlow deemed his ship ready. The two 
forward guns had been run in, and the shot having been drawn, 
their places were suppUed with double charges of grape and 
canister. Several swivels, a spedes of armament much used in 
that age, were loaded to the muzzles, and placed in situations +« 
rake the deck, while the fore-top was pleiitifiilly stored witli 
T ms and in m n t on The n t hes were prepared, and the 

I olo f tl e vtt= mustered by a particular call of each 

n an F tcs fhctd to isue the necessary orders, and 

t ee each po t x up d \fte this, the low hum ceased in 
th sh p an 1 the s lenee a^ became so deep and general, that 
the wash of the receding sui-f was nearly as andibie as thi" 
plunge of the wave on the santis. 

Ludlow stood on the forecastii, accomi)anied by the master. 
Here he lent all his senses to the appearance of the elemeotii. 
and to the signs of the moment. Wind there was none ; thougl4 
ociKViionaliy a breath of hot air came from the land, like the 
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first efforts of tlip night^brcezp. The heai'ODs wore cloiided, 
^ougb a few thoughtful stars glimmered between the masses of 
vapor. 

"A cahner night never shut in the Americas!" said the 
veteran Trysail, shaking hia head doubtingly and speaking in a 
cautious tone. " I am one of those, Captai n Ludlow, who think 
more than half the virtue is out of a sljip when her anchor is 

" With a weakened crew, it may be better for us that the 
people have no yards to handle nor any bowlines to steady, 
AH our care can bB given to defence." 

" This is much hke telling the hawk he can fight the betfei 
with a clipped wing, since he has not the trouble of Hying 1 
The Lature of a ship is m&tion, and the merit of a seaman is 
judicious and lively handling ; — but of what use is complaining, 
^nce it will neither hft an anchor nor fill a sail 1 What is your 
opinion, Captain Ludlow, concerning an after Ufe, and of all 
those mattere one occasionally hears of if he happens to drift in 
the way of a chiwch !" 

" The questi« is broad as the ocean, my good friend, and a 
fitting answer taight lead iis into abstrusities deeper tiian any 
problem in our trigonometry. — Was that the stroke of an oar?" 

" 'Twas a land noise. Well, I am no great navigator among 
the crooked channels of rdi^on. Every new argument is a 
sand-bar, or a shoal, that obliges me to taok and stand off 
i^in; else I might have been a bishop for anything Ihc 
world knows to the contrary. 'Tis a gli^^my night, Captmn 
Ludlow, and one that is sparing of its stars. I never knew 
luck come of an expedition on fthich a natural light did not fall !" 

"So much the worse for those who seek to harm us. — T 
surely heard an oar in the rulJock 1" 

" It came from the shore, and had the sound of the laud 
about it," quietly retiifned the master, who stall kept his look 
riveted on the heavens. " This world in which we live. Captain 
Ludlow, is one of extraordinary uses ; but that, to wTiich we arc 
steering, is still more unaccountable. They say that worlds arc 
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smfing obo""e us like &la\ys in a clear sea; and there are people 
who believe that, when we take our departure from this planed 
we are only bound to another, in which we are to be rated 
according fo our own deeds here ; which is imich the same as 
being drafted for a new ship with a certificate of Bervice in one's 
pocket." 

" The resemblanc* is perfect," returned the other, leaning far 
over a timber-head to catch the smallest sound that might come 
from the ocean. " That was no more than the blowing of a 
poi'poise !" 

" It was strong enough for the puff of a whale. There is no 
scarcity of big flsh on the coast of this island, and bold 
harpooners are the men who are scattered about on the sandy 
downs, here-away, to the northwsu'd. I once sailed with an 
officer who knew the name of every star in the heavens, and 
oft«n have I passed horn's in hstening fo his history of their 
magnitude and character, during the middle watches. Ti was 
his opinion that there is but one navigator for all lie rovers of 
the air, whether meteors, comets, or planets." 

"No doubt he must be right, having been there." 

"No, that is more than I can say for him, though few 
men have gone deeper into the high latitudes on both sides of 
our own eqaator, than he. Oae surely spoke — here, in a line 
with yonder low star !" 

" Was it not a water-fowl ?" 

"No gull— ha! here we have the object, just within the 
starboard jib-boom-guy. There comes the Frenchman in his 
pride, and 'twill be lucky for him who hves to count the slain, 
or to boast of his deeds !" 

The master descended from the forecastle, and passed among 
the crew, with every thought recalled from its CKCui'sive flight to 
the duty of the moment. Ludlow continued on the forecastle 
alone. There was a low, whispering sound in the ship, hke that 
which is made by the murmuring of a rising breeze, — then all 
was still as death. 

The Coquette lay with her head to seaward, the stem neces- 
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Barily pointing towaHa tlie land. The distance fimu tlie lattei 
was less than a mile, and the direction of the ship's hull was 
caused by the course of the heavy ground-swell, which inces- 
santly rolled the waters on the wide beach of the island. The 
head-gear lay in the way of the dim view ; and Ludlow walked 
out on the bowsprit, in order that nothing should lie between 
him and the part of the ocean he wished to study. Here he 
had not stood a minute when he caught, first a confused and 
then a more distinct glimpse of a line of dark objects, advancing 
slowly towards the ship. Assured of the position of his enemy, 
he returned in-board and descended among his people. In 
another moment he was again on the forecastle, across which he 
paced leisurely, and, to all appearance, with the calmness of one 
who enjoyed the refreshing coolness of the night. 

At the distance of a hundred fathoms, the dusky line of 
boats paused and began to change its order. At that in-stant 
the f:""t pntFs of the land breeze were felt, and the stern of the 
ship made ^jrentle inclinatjon seaward. 

" Help her with the mizen ! Let fall the topsail !" whispered 
the young captain to those beneath him. Ere another moment 
the flap of the loosened sail was heard. The ship swung still 
further, and Ludlow stamped on the deck. 

A round fiery light shot beyond the martingale, and the 
smoke rolled along the sea, outstripped by a crowd of mimics 
that were hissing across the water. A shout, in which com- 
mand was mingled with shrieks, followed, and oar-blades were 
h<>,ard dashing the water aside regardless of concealment. The 
oceaii lighted, and three or four boat-guns returned the fatal 
discharge from the ship. Ludlow had not spoken. Stil! alone 
on his elevated and exposed post, he watched the effecfa of both 
fires with a commander's coolness. The smile that struggled 
about hia compressed moutli, when tlie momentary confusion 
among the boats betrayed the success of his own attack, liad 
been wild and exulting; but when he heard the rending of tho 
pUnk benetth him, the heavy groans that succeeded, aud the 
rattlmg of hgliter objects that were scattered by the shot as it 
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passed with lessened force along the deck of his sliip, it became 
fioiTO and resentful. 

" Let them have it I" he shouted, in a clear, animating voice, 
that assured the people of his presence and his cace. " Show 
them the humor of an Englishman's sleep, my lads ! Speak to 
them, tops and decks I" 

The order was oheyed. The remaining bow-gun was fired, 
and the dischaige of all the Coquette's musketry and blunder- 
busses followed. A crowd of boats came sweeping uiider the 
bowsprit of the ship at the same moment, when there ai'ose the 
clamor and shouts of the boardei^. 

The succeeding minutes were full of confusion, and of devoted 
exertion. Twice were the head and bowsprit of the ship filled 
witli dark gi'oups of men, whose grim yisages were only wsible 
by the pistol's flash ; as often were they cleared by the pike and 
bayonet. A third effort was more successful, and the tread of 
the assailants was heard on the deck of the forecastle. The 
struggle was but momentary, though many fell, and the narrow 
arena was soon shppury with blood. The Boulognese mariner 
was foremost among his countrymen, and at that desperate 
emergency Ludlow and Trysajl fought in the common herd. 
Numbers prevailed; and it was fortunate for the commander of 
the Coqueti*, that the sudden recoil of a human body that foil 
upon him, drove him from his footing to the deck beneath. 

Recovering flora the fall, the young captain cheered his men 
by his voice, and was answered by the deep-mouthed shouts 
which an excited seaman is ever ready to deliver, even to the 
death. 

" Rally in the gangways, and defy them '," was the animated 
cry — "Rally in the gangways, hearts of oak," was returned by 
Trysail in a readj but wcikened voice The men obeyed, and 
Ludlow saw Qmt he couH still muster a f rce capable of I'csist- 

Both paities for i m ment y used The fire of the lop an- 
iiojed the b aiierb ani the defendai la hesitated to advance. 
IJut the rush fom both was common aid a fierce encounter 
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occurred at the foot of the foremast. The crowd thitkened in 
the reai' of the French, and one of their number no sooner fell 
tlian another filled his place. The English receded, and 
Ludlow, extricating himself fi'om the mass, retired to the quar- 
ter-deck. 

" Give way, men !" he again shouted, so clear and steady, 
as to he heard above the cfies and execrations of the fight. 
"Into the wings;, down, — between the guns — down — to your 

The English disappeared, as if by ma^c. Some leaped upon 
the ridge-ropes othtrs tought the protection of the guns and 
many went thiough the hatches At that m ment Ludlow 
miide his moat desjerate effort. Aided >v the gunner he ap- 
plied matches to the two awn els which had beoi j.hcpd in 
readiness for a list resort The dpck was env loped m smoke 
and, when the iipor lifted the f rwail pirt uf tht slip was is 
clear as if minhal nevei trolJenii All«hihaln t fill n 
had vanished 

A shout, a id a If ud hui rah brought bick the defendants 
and Ludlow he-tdtd i chaige upon the top gallai t foie ^stle 
again, in person A few of the a'is, lUnts showpd thcmseKes 
from behind coicrs on the deck nnd the struggle wa" renewed 
Glaring balls of fire siiied over the heid« of the combatants 
and fell among the thiong m the i eir Ludlow saw the danger 
and he endeaioied to urge ha j eoj le on to reg^n the hon 
guns, one of which was kncwn tr be 1 aded But the explo^icn 
of a grenade on deck and m hi lear wa« followed by a shocK 
in the hold, that threit^ned ti toice the bottom out jf the ves 
sel. The alarmed an 1 weakened crew began to w -h er an 1 as 
afresh attack of gremles was followed by a tic iii-i ally in whith 
tlie assailants brought up fifty men in a body from their lioats, 
Ludlow found himself compelled to retire amid the retreating 
mass of his own crew. 

The defence now assumed the character of hopeless but des- 
lierate resistance. The cries of tlie enemy were more and more 
clamorous; and they succeeded in nearly silencing the top, bv a 
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heavy fire of muaketiy established on fJie bowsprit and sprit-sail- 

Events passed much faster than they can be related. The 
enemy were in possession of all the forward pact of the ship to 
her fore-hatdies, but into these young Hopper had throra him- 
self, with half-a-dozen men, and, aided by a brother midship- 
man in the launch, backed by a few followers, they still held 
the assailants at bay. Ludlow cast an eye behind hira, and 
began to think of selling his life as dearly as possible in the 
cabins. That glance was arrested by the sight of the malign 
smile of the sea-green My, as the gleaming face rose abo?e the 
fafinul, A dozen dark forms leaped upon the poop, and then 
arose a voice that sent every tone it uttered to his beart 

" Abide the shock !" was the shout of those wbo came to tho 
succor ; and " abide the shock !" was echoed by the crew. The 
mysterious image glided along the deck, and Ludlow knew the 
atldetic frame tliat brushed thi'ough the throng at its side. 

There was little noise in the onset, save the groans of the 
sufferers. It endured but a moment, hut it was a moment that 
resembled the passage of a whirlwind. The defendants knew 
that they were succored, and the assailants recoiled before so 
unexpected a foe. The few that were caught beneath the fore- 
castle were mercilessly slfdn, and those above were swept from 
their post like chaff drifting in a gale. The hving and the dead 
were heard falling alike into the sea, and in an ineonceivabiy 
short apace of lime, the decks of the Coquette were free, A 
solitary enemy still hesitated on the bowsprit A powerful and 
active frame leaped along the spar, and though the blow was 
Qot seeri, its effects were visible, as the victim tumbled helplessly 
'mtA> the ocean. 

The hurried dash of oare followed, and before the defendants 
had time to assure themselves of flie completeness of their suc- 
cess, the gloomy void of the surrounding ocean had swallowed 
ui) the boats. 
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Prom the moment when the Coquette fired lier first gun, to 
the moment when the retiring boats became invisible, was just 
twenty minutes. Of this time, less than half had been occupied 
by the incidents related, in the ship. Short as it was in. truth, 
it seemed to all engaged but an instant. The alann was over, 
the sonnd of the oars bad ceased, and still the survivoi's stood 
at their posts, as if expecting the attack to be renewed. Then 
caiao those personal thoughts, which had been suspended in the 
fearful exigency of such a struggle. The wounded began to 
feel their pain, and to be sensible of the danger of their injuries ; 
while the few, who had escaped unhurt, turned a friendiy care 
on their shipmates, Ludlow, as often happens with the bravest 
and most exposed, had escaped without a scratch ; but he saw 
by the drooping fonna around him, which were no longer sus- 
tained by the excitement of battle, that his triumph was dearly 
purchased. 

" Send Mr. Trysail to me," he said, in a tone that had httle 
of a victor's exultation. "The land breeze has made, and we 
will endeavor to improve it, and get inside the cape, lest the 
morning hght give us more of these Frenchmen." 

The order for " Mr. Trysail ! " " fbe captain calls the master ! '^ 
passed in a low call from mouth to mouth, hut it was unan- 
swered, A seaman told the expecting young commander, that 
the surgeon desired his presence forward. A gleaming of lights 
and a httle group at the foot of the foremast was a beacon not 
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to be mistaken. The weattevbeaten master ivas in the agony; 
and his medical attendant had jast risen from a fruitless exa 
mination of liia wounds, as Ludlow approached. 

" I hope the hurt is not serious ?" hurriedly whispered (he 
alarmed young siulor to the surgeon, who was coolly collecting 
his implements, in order to administer to some more promising 
subject. " Neglect nothing that your art can surest" 

" The case is desperate, Captain Ludlow," returned the phleg- 
matic surgeon ; " but if you have a taste for such things, there 
is as beautiful a ease for amputation promised in the fore-top- 
man whom I have had sent below, as offera once in a whole hfe 
of active practice !" 

" Go, go — " interrupted Ludlow, half pushing the unmoved 
man of blood away, as he spoke ; " go, then, where your services 
are needed." 

The other c^t a gSance around him, reproved his attendant, 
in a sharp tone, for unnecessarily exposing the blade of some 
ferocious-looking instrument to the dew, and departed. 

" Would to God that some portion of these injuries bad be- 
fallen those who are younger and sti'onger!" murmured the 
captain, as he leaned over the dying master. " Can I do aught 
to reheve thy mind, my old and worthy shipmate!" 

" I have had my mia^vings, since we have dealt with witch- 
craft 1" returned Trysail, whose voice the rattling of the throat 
had already nearly silenced ; " I have had misgivings — but no 
matter. Take care of the ship — I have been thinking of our 
people— you'll have to cut— they can never lift the anchor — 
the wind is here at noith." 

" All this is ordered. Trouble thyself no fuither about tha 
vessel ; she shall be taken care oC T promise you. — Speak of thy 
wife, and of thy wishes in England," 

" God bless Mrs. Tiysail ! She'll get a pension, and I hope 
contentment I You must give the reef a good berth, in round- 
ing Montauk — and you'll naturally wish to find the anchors 
again when the coast is clear — if you can find it in your con- 
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Bcionee, say a good word of poor old Ben Trysail, ii( tha dtS' 
patches^ — -'' 

The voice of the master sank to a ivhisper, and Ijocame in- 
audible. Ludlow thought he strove to spealt again, and he 
bent his ear to his mouth. 

" I say — the weather-main-swifter and both backstays are 
gone ; look to the spars, for — for — there are sometimes — heavy 
puffii at night— in the Americas !" 

The last heavy respiration succeeded, after which came the 
long silence of death. The hody was removed to the poop, and 
Ludlow, with a saddened heart, turned to duties that this acci- 
dent rendered still more imperafivo. 

Notwithstanding the heavy loss, and the originally weakened 
state of her crew, the sails of the Coquette were soon spread, 
and the ship moved away in silence, as if sorrowing for those 
who had iallen at her anchorage. When the vessel was faii'ly 
in motion, her captwn ascended to the poop, in order to com- 
mand a cleai'er view of all around him, as well as to profit by 
the situation to wrange his plans for the future. He found he 
had been anticipated by the free-trader. 

"I owe my ship — I may say my life, since in such a conflict 
they would have gone together, to thy succor !" siud the young 
commander, as he approached the motionless form otthe smug- 
gler. "Without it. Queen Anne would have lost a cruiser, 
and the flag of England a portion of its well-earned glory." 

" May thy royal raistres.i prove as ready to remember her 
friends in emergencies as mine. In good truth, there was little 
time to lose, and trust me, we well understood the extremity. 
If we were tardy, it wa.s because whale-boats were to be brought 
from a distance ; for the land lies between my brigantine and 
the sea." 

" He who came so opportunely, and acted so well, needs no 
apology." 

" Captain Ludlow, are we friends ?" 

"It cannot be otherwise. All minor considerations must be 
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lost in *iich a seriice. If it is your intention to push tliis illt'ga 
ti'ade further on the coast, I must seek another station." 

"Not so. — Eemain, aud do credit to your flag, and tie land 
of your birtli. I have iong thought this is the last time the 
keel of the Water-Witch will ever plough the American seas. 
Before I quit you, I would have an interview with the merchant, 
A woTse man might have fallen, and just now even a better man 
might be spared. I hope no liann has come to him t" 

"He has shown the steadiness of his Holland lineage to-day. 
During the Jcjarding he was u^efiil and cool." 

"It is well. Let the Alderman be summoned to the deei, 
for my time is limited, and I have much to say- ■" 

The Skimmer paused, for at that moment a fierce light glared 
upon the ocean, the ship, and all in it. The two seamen gazed 
at each other in silence, and recoiled, as men recede before an 
unexpected and fearful attack. But a bright and wavering light, 
which rose out of the forward hatch of the vessel, explained a!L 
At the same moment, the deep stillness which, since the bustle 
of making sml had ceased, pervaded the ship, was broken by the 
appalling cry of " Fire !" 

The alarm which brings the blood in the swiftest current to n 
spaman"a heart, was now heard in the depths %i the vessel. The 
smothered sounds below, the advancing uproar, and the rush on 
deck, with the awful summons in the open air, succeeded each 
other with the rapidity of lightning. A dozen voices repeated 
the word " the grenade !" proclaiming in a breath both the dan ■ 
ger and the cause. But an instant before,. the sweUing canvas, 
the dusky spars, and the feint hnes of the cordi^, were only to 
be traced by the glimmering light of the stars ; now the whole 
hamper of the ship was the more conspicuous, from the obscure 
background against which it was drawn in distiuct lines. The 
sight was fearfully beautiful ;— beautiftd, for it showed the sym- 
metry and fine outlines of the vessel's rig, resembling the effect 
of a group of statuary seen by torch-light, — fearful, since the 
dark void beyond seemed to declare their isolated and helpless 
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There was one breathless, eloquent moment, in whioli iJI 
were seen gazing at the grand spectacle in mute awe, — then s 
voice rose, clear, distinct, and commanding, above the sullen 
sound of the torrent of Hre, which was roaiing among the ave- 
nues of the ship. 

" Oal! all hands to extinguish fire I Gentlemen, to your sta- 
tions. Be cool, men ; and be silent !" 

There was a calmness and an authority in the tones of tlie 
young commander, that curbed the impetuous feelings of the 
startled crew. Accustomed to obedience, and trained to order, 
each man woke out of his trance and eagerly commenced the 
discharge of his allotted duty. At that instant, an erect and 
unmoved form stood on the coamings of the main-hatch. A 
hand was raised in the air, and the call which came from 
the deep chest was hke that of one used to speak in the 
tempest, 

"Where are my brigantines ?" it said — "Oomo away tliere, 
my sea-dogs ; wet the light sails, and follow 1" 

A group of grave and submissive mariners gathered about 
the " Skimmer of the Seas," at the sound of his voice. Glancing 
an eye over them, as if to scan their quahty and number, he 
smiled with a look in which high daring and practised self-com- 
mand were blended with a constitutional ga!t^ de eoeur, 

" One deck or two !" — ^he added ; " what avails a plank more 
or less, in an explosion ? — Follow !" 

The free-trader and his people disappeared in the interior of 
the ship. An interval of great and resolute exertjon succeeded. 
Blankets, smIs, and everything which offered, and which pro- 
mised to be of use, were wetted and cast upon the flames. Tlic 
en^ne was brought to bear, and the ship was deluged with wa- 
ter. But the confined space, with the heat and smoke, rendered 
it impossible to penetrate to those parts of the vessel where the 
coiiflf^ration raged. The ardor of tlie men abated as hope 
lessened ; and after half an hour of fruitless exertion, Ludlow saw, 
with pain, that his as.sistants began to yield to the inextinguish- 
able principle of nature. The appearance of the Skimmer on 
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deck, folbwtjil by all his people, destroyed hope, and eveiy 
effort ceased as suddeoly aa it had coiaraeiiced. 

" Think of your wounded," whispered th« frce-triider, with a 
steadiness no dauger could disturb. " We stand on a raging 
volcano !" 

" I have ordered the gunner to drown (he magazine.'' 

" He was too late. The hold of the ship is a fiery furnace. 
I heard him fell among the store-rooms, and it surpassed the 
power of man to give lie wretch succor. The grena/le has Mi- 
en near some combustibles, and, painful as it is to part with a 
ship BO loved, Ludlow, thou wilt meet the loss like a man! 
Think of thy wounded ; my boats are still han^ng at the stem." 

Ludlow reluctantly, but firmly, gave the order to bear the 
wounded to the boats. This was an arduous and delicate duty. 
'Ite smallest boy in the ship knew the whole extent of the dan- 
ger, and that a moment, by the explosion of the powder, might 
precipitate them all into eternity. The deck foiTvard was get- 
ting too hot to bo endured, and there were places even in which 
the beams had given symptoms of yielding. 

But the poop, elevated still above the fire, offered a momen- 
tary refuge. Thither all retired, while the weak and wounded 
were lowered with the caution cii'cumstiuices would permit, into 
the whale-boats of the smugglera. 

Ludlow stood at one ladder and the freo-tmder at the other, 
in order to be certain that none proved ri'creant in so trying a 
moment. Near them were AUda, Seadrift, and the Alderman, 
with the attendants of the former. 

It seemed an age before this humane and tender duty was 
At length the eiy of "all in!" wiis uttered, in a 
r to betray the extent of the self-command that had been 
1 to effect it. 

" Now, Alida, we may think of thee !'' said Ludlow, turning 
o tiie spot occupied by the silent heiress. 

" And you !" she said, hesitating to move. 

" Duty demands that I should be the last " 

A sharp explosion beneath, and fragments of fire flying up- 
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wards thi^ugh a hatcL, interrupted his words. Plunges into 
the sea, and a nish of the people to the boate, followed. All 
cirder and aiitioiity were completely lost, in the instinct of Kfe. 
In yain did Ludlow call on his men to be cool, and to wait for 
those who were stJU above. His words were lost, in the uproar 
of clamorous voices. For a moment, it seemed, however, as if 
the Skimmer of the Seas would overcome the confusion. Throw- 
ing himself on a ladder, he glided into the bows of one of the 
Spoats, and, holding by the ropes with a vigorous arm, he resisted 
Hie efforts of all the oars and boat-hooks, while he denounced 
destruction on him who dared to quit the ship. Had not the 
two crews been mingled, the high authority and deteimined 
mien of the free-trader would have prevailed ; but while some 
were disposed to obey, others raised the ay of "throw the 
dealer in wifdicraft into the sea!" — Boat-hooks were already 
pointed at hia breast, and the horroi's of the fearftil moment 
were about to be increased by the violence of a mutinous con- 
tention, wheu a second explosioa nerved the arms of the rowera 
to madness. With a common and despoi'ate effort, they over- 
came all resistance. Swinging off upon the ladder, the furious 
aeamaji saw the boat glide from his grasp, and depart The 
execration that was uttered, beneath the stern of the Coquette, 
was deep and powerful ; but, in another moment, the Skimmer 
stood on the poop, calm and undejected, in the centre of tlie de ■ 
sorted group. 

" The explosion of a few of the officers' pistils has frightened 
the miscreants," he said cheerfully. "But hope is not yet lost! 
— They linger in the distance, and may return !" 

The sight of the helpless party on the poop, and the con- 
sdousness of being leas exposed thf^mselves, had indeed arrested 
the progress of the fugitives. Still, selfishness predominated ; 
and while most regretted their danger, none but the young and 
unheeded midshipmen, who were neither of an ^;e nor of a rank 
to wield sufficient authority, proposed to »eturn. There was 
little argument necessary to show ^at the perils increased at 
each momfcttt; and finding that no other expedient remained. 
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Ihe gallant youths eucouraged lie men to pull towariJs the land, 
intending lihemselTes to return instantly to the assistance of 
their commander and liia friends. The oars dashed into the 
water again, and the retiring boats were soon lost to view in the 
body of darkness. 

While the fire had been ra^ng within, another element 
without had aided to lessen hope for those who were abandoned. 
The wind from the land had continued to rise, and, during the 
time lost in useless exertion, the ship had been permitted to run 
nearly before it. When hope was gone, the helm had been 
deserted, and as all tlie lower sails had been hauled up to avoid 
the flames, the vessel had drifted many minutes nearly dead to 
leeward. The mistaken youths, who had not attended to these 
dreumstances, were already miles from that beach they hoped 
to reach so soon ; and ere the boats had separated from the 
ship five minutes, they were hopelessly asunder. Ludlow had 
early thought of the expedient of sti'anding the vessel as the 
means of saving her people; but his better knowledge of 
their position soon showed him tlie utter futility of the 
attempt. 

Of the progress of the flames beneath the mariners could only 
judge by circumstances. The Skimmer glanced his eye about 
him, on regaining the poop, and appeared to scan the amount 
and quality of the physical force that was still at their disposal. 
He saw that the Alderman, the faithful Frangois, and two of his 
own seamen, with four of the petty officers of the ship, remained. 
Tlie six latter, even in that moment of desperation, had calmly 
refused to draert their officers, 

" The flames are in the state-rooms !" he whispered to Ludlow, 

" Not furtlier aft, I think, than the berths of the midshipmen 
— else we should hear more pistols." 

" True —they are feai'ful signals to let us know the progi'ess 
of the fire I — our resource is a raft." 

Ludlow looked as if he despaired of the means, but, concealing 
the discouraging fear, he answered cheerfully in tlie affirmative. 
The ordeis were instantly given, and all on board gai^e 
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Uiemsflves to tlic task, heart and huDd The danger was oufl 
thai admitted of no ordinaij or half conceived expedients; but, 
in-sueh an emergency, it reqitired all the readiness of their art, 
and even the greatness of that conception which is the [.roperty 
of genius. Ali distinctions of rank and authority had ceased, 
except as deference was paid to natural qualiljes and the intelh- 
gence of experience. Under such drcumstances, the " Skimmer 
of the Seas " tiwk the lead ; and though Ludlow caught his 
ideas with professional quickness, it was the mind of the fiee- 
trader that contralled, tliroiighout the succeeding exertions of 
that fearful night. 

The cheek of Aljda was hlanched to a deadly paleness ; but 
there rested about the bright and wild eyes of Seadrift, an 
expression of supernatural resolution. 

When the crew abandoned tJie hope of extinguishing the 
flames, they closed all the hatches, to retard tlie crisis as much 
as possible. Here and there, however, little torch-like hghts 
were beginning 1« show themselves through the planks, and the 
whole deck, forward of the main-mast, was already in a ciitical 
and sinking state. One or two of the beams had failed ; but, as 
yet, the form of the eonstruefion was preserved. Still the seamen 
distrusted the treacherous footing; and, bad the heat permitted 
the experiment, they would have shrunk fi'om a risk which at 
any unexpected moment might commit them to the fiery furnace 
beneath. 

The smoke ceased, and a clear, powerful light illuminated the 
ship \iO her trucks. In consequence of the care and exertions of 
her people, the sails and masts were yet untouched ; and as the 
graceful canvas swelled with the breeze, it still urged the blazing 
hull through the water. 

The forms of tlie Skimmer and his assistants were visible, in 
(he midst of the gallant ge^r, perched on the giddy yards. 
Seen by that light, with his peculiar attire, his firm and certain 
step, and his resolute air, the free-trader resembled some fancied 
seagod, who, secure in his immortal immunities, had come to 
act hia part in that awful but exciting trial of hardihood and 
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BfcJU. Seconded by the common men, he was employed in 
cutting; the canvas fi'om the yards. Sail after sail fell upon the 
deck, anil, in an incredibly aliort space of time, the whole of the 
fore-mast was naked to lis spats and rigging. 

In the meantime, Ludlow, assisted hy the Alderman and 
Frangois, had not been idle below. Passing forward between 
the empty ridge-ropes, lanyard after lanyard parted under the 
blows of their little boarding-axes. The mast now depended on 
the strength of the wood and the support of a single back-stay. 

"Lay down !" shouted Ludlow. " All is gone aft, but this 
stay !" 

The Skimmer leaped upon the firm rope, followed by all aloft, 
and, gliding downwards, he was instantly in the hammock-cloths. 
A crash foflowed their descent, and an explosion, which caused 
tlie whole of the burning fabiic to tremble to its centre, seemed 
to announce the end of all. Even the free-tcadev recoiled before 
the horrible din ; but when he stood near Seadrift and the 
heiress agdn, there was cheerfulness in his tones, and a look of 
high, and even of gay resolution, in his firm countenance. 

" llie deck has foiled forwards," ie said, " and our artillery is 
beginning to utter fearful signal-guns! Be of cheer! — the 
magazine of a ship lies deep, and many sheathed bulkheads still 
protect us." 

Another discharge from a heated gun, however, proclaimed 
the rapid progress of the flames. The fire broke out of the inte- 
rior anew, and the foremast kindled. 

"There must be an end of this!" said Alida, clasping her 
hands in a terror that could not be controlled. " Save your- 
selves, if possible; you who have strength and cours^, and leave 
us to the mercy of Him whose eye is over all !" 

" Go !" added Seadrift, whose sex could no longer be 
concealed. " Human courage can do no moi'e ; leave us to die !" 

The looks that were letumed to these sad requests, were 
melancholy, but unmoved The 'Skimmer caught a i-ope, and 
stiil holding it in hi-i hand, he descended to the quaj'ter-deck, 
on which he at ln■^t trusted bis weight with jealous caution. 
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Then looking up, he smiled encouragingly, and said,—" Where 
a gun still stands, there is no danger for the weight of a manT' 

"It is our only resoui'ce," cried Ludlow, imitating liis 
example. " On, my men, while the beams will still hold us." 

In a moment, all were on the quarter-deek, though the 
ejfiesaive heat rendered it impossible to remmn stationary an 
instant. A gun on each side was run in, its tackles loosened, 
and its muzzle pointed towards the tottering, unsupported, but 
sfill upright foremast. 

"Aim at the cleets!" said Ludlow to the Skimmer, who 
pointed one gun, while he did the same office at the other. 

"Hold I" cried the latter. "Throw in shot— it is but the 
chance between a buisting gun and a lighted magazine I" 

Additional balls were introduced into each piece, and then, with 
steady hands, the gallant marinei^ apphed burning brands to the 
priming. The discharges were simultaneous, and for an instant, 
volumes of smoke rolled along the deck and seemed to triumph 
over the confls^ration. The rending of wood was audible. It 
was followed by a sweeping noise in the air, and the fall of the 
fore-mast, with all its burden of spars, into the sea. The motion 
of the ship was instantly arrested, and, as the heavy timbers 
were stiil attached to the bowsprit by the forward stays, her 
head came to the wind, when the remaining topsails flapped, 
shivered, and took aback. 

The vessel was now, for the first time during the fire, station- 
ary. The common mariners profited by the circumstance ; and, 
darting past the mounting flame along the bulwarks, they gained 
the top gallant-foi'ecastle, which, though heated, was yet 
untouched. The Skimmer glanced an eye about him, and 
seizing Seadrift by the waist, as if the mimic seaman had been 
a child, he pushed forward between the ridge-ropes. Ludlow 
followed with Ahda, and the others imitated their example in 
the best manner they could. All reached the head of the 
fihip in safety ; though Ludlow had been driven by the flames 
into the fore-channels, and thence nearly into the sea. 

'Die petty officers were already on the floating s|>ar3 
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separating them from each other, cutting away the unnecessary 
weight of rigging, bringing the several parts of the wood in 
pju'allel lines, and lashing them anew. Ever and anon, these 
rapid movements were quickened by one of those feaiiul signals 
from the ofBcere' berths, which, by announcing the progress of 
the flames beneath, betrayed their increasing proximity to the 
still slumbering volcano. The boats had been gone an honr, 
yet it seemed, to all in the ship, but a minute. The conflagra- 
tion had, for the last ten minutes, advanced with renewed fury ; 
and the whole of the confined flame, which had been so long 
pent in the depths of the vessel, now glared high in the open air. 

" This heat can no longer be borne," said Ludlow, " we must 
to our raft for breath.'' 

" To the raft then !" returned the cheerful voice of the free- 
trader. "Haul in upon your fasts, men, and stand by to 
receive the precious fteight." 

The seamen obeyed. Ahda and her companions were 
lowered safely to the place prepared for their reception. The 
fore-mast ha^ gone over the side with all its spars aloft; for 
preparation had been made, before the fire commenced, to carry 
bmI to the utmost in order to escape the enemy. The skilful 
and active seamen, directed and aided by Ludlow and the 
Skimmer, had made a simple but happy disposition of those 
buoyant materials on which their all now depended. In settling 
in the water, the yards, still crossed, had happily fellen upper- 
most The booms and all the light spars had been floated near 
the top, and Idd across, reaching from the lower to the topsail- 
yard. A few light spars, stowed outboard, had been cut away 
and added to the number, and the whole were secured vrith the 
readiness and ingenuity of seamen. On the firet alarm of fire, 
some of the crew had seized a few light articles that would float, 
and rushed to the head, as the place most remote from tho 
magazine, in the blind hope of saving life by swimming. Most 
of these articles had been deserted when tho people were rallied 
to exertion by their officers. A couple of empty shotrboxes 
and a mess-chest were among them, and on the latter were 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



seated the females, while the former served to keep their feel 
from the water. As the arrangement of the spars forced the 
principal mast entirely beneath the element, and the sliip was 
so small aa to need little artificial work in her masljng, the part 
around the top, which contained the sta^ng, was scarcely 
Buhmerged. Although a ton in weight was added to the 
inherent gravity of the wood, still, as the latter was of the 
lighfsst description, and freed as much as possible of every- 
thing that was unnecessary to the safety of those it supported, 
the spars floated sntlicientJy buoyant for the temporary security 
of the fti^tJves, 

"Cut the iasta!" said Ludlow, involuntarily starting at 
several explosions in the interior, which followed each other in 
quick succession, and which were succeeded by one which sent 
fragments of burning wood info the air. " Cut, and bear the 
raft off the ship! — God knows we have need to he further 

" Cut not !'' cried the half-frantic Seadrift — " My brave ! — my 



"Is safe, — " calmly said the Skimmer, appearing in the 
ratUina of the main-rigging, which was still untouched by the 
fire — " Cut off all ! I stay to brace the mizeu-topsail more firmly 
aback." 

The duty was done, and for a moment the fine figure of the 
free-trader was seen standing on the edge of tlie burning ship, 
looking with regret at the glowing mass, 

" 'Tis the end of a lovely craft !" he a^d, loud enough to be 
heard by those beneath. Then he appeared in the air and 
sank info the sea — "The last signal was from the ward-room," 
added the dauntless and dexterous mariner as be rose from fho 
wafer, and. shaking the brine from his head, he took his place 
on the stage — " Would to God the wind would blow, for wo 
have need of grnafer distance !" 

The precaution the fi'ee-trader bad taken in adjusting the 
sails, was not witho\'t its use. Motion the raft had none, but 
as (he topsails of tbt- Coquette were still aback, the flaming 
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mass, no longer arrested hy the clogs in the water, began 
slowly to separate from the floating spars, though the 
tottering and half-hurnt masts threatened, at each moment, 
toM. 

Never did moments seem so long as those which suc- 
ceeded. Even the Skimmer and Liidlow watched in speechless 
interest, the tardy movements of the ship. By little and little 
she receded ; and, after ten minutes of intense expectation, the 
seamen, whoso anxiety had inci'eased as their exertions ended, 
began to breathe more freely. They were still fearfully near 
the dangerous fabric, but destruction from the explosion was no 
longer inevitable. The flames began to glide upwards, and the 
heavens appeared on fire, as one heated sail after another kin- 
dled and flared wildly in the bi'eeze. 

Still the stern of the vessel was entire. The body of the 
master was seated against the mizen-mast, and even the st«m 
visage of the old seaman was distinetiy visible, under the broad 
light of the confl^ration. Ludlow gazed at it in melancholy, 
and for a time he ceased to think of his ship, while memory 
dwelt, in sadness, on those scenes of boyish happiness, and of 
professional pleasures, in which his ancient shipmate had so 
largely partirapated. The roar of a gun, whose stream of fire 
flashed nearly to their faces, and the sullen whistling of its shot, 
which crossed the raft, fmled to awaken him fi'om his trance. 

" Stand firm to the mess-chest !" half-whispered the Skim- 
mer, motioning to his companioas to place themselves in atti- 
tudes to support the weaker of their party, while, with sedulous 
care, he braced his own athletic person in a manner to throw 
aU of its weight and strength against the seat. " Stand firm, 
and be ready !" 

Ludlow complied, though his eye scarce changed its direc- 
tion. He saw the bright flame that was rising above the arm- 
chest, and be fanded that it came from the funeral pile of the 
young Dumont, whose fate, at that moment, he was almost dis- 
posed to envy. Then his look returned to the grim counte- 
naiice of Trysail. At moments, it seemed aa if the dead master 
19 
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spoke ; and so strong did the illusion become, that our young 
Bailor more tkin once bent forwai-d to listen. While nnder this 
delusion, the hody rose, with the arms stretched upwards. The 
air was filled witii a sheet of streaming fire, while the ocean and 
the heavens glowed with one glare of intense and fiery red. 
Notwithstanding the precaution of tiie " Skimmer of the Seas," 
the cheat was driven irom its place, and those hy wliom it was 
field were nearly precipitated into tlie water, A deep, heavy 
detonation proceeded as it were from the bosom of the sea, 
which, while it wounded the ear less than tlie sharp explosion 
that had just before issued from the gun, was audible at the 
distant capes of the Delaware. The body of Trysail sdled 
upwards for fifty fathoms, in the centre of a flood of flame, and, 
describing a shoit curve, it came towards the raft, and cut the 
water within reach of the captain's arm. A snilen plunge of a 
gun followed, and proclaimed the tremendous power of the 
explosion ; while a ponderous yard fell athwart a part of the 
raft, sweeping away the four petty officers of Ludlow, as if Ihey 
had been dust driving before a gale. To increase the wild 
and fearful grandeur of the dissolution of the royal cruiser, one 
of the cannon emitted its fiery contents while sailing in the 

The burning spars, the falling fragments, the blazing and 
scattered canvas and cordage, the glowing shot, and all the torn 
particles of the ship, were seen descending. Then followed the 
gurgling of the water, as the ocean swallowed all that remained 
of the cruiser which had so long been the piide of the American 
seas. The fiery glow disappeared ; and a gloom like that which 
B the glare of \ivid lightning, fell on the scene. 
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CHAPTER XXXin. 



" It is past !' said the " Skimmer of the Seas," raising him- 
self irom the attitude of great muscular exertion, which, he had 
aasitmed in order to support the mess-chest, and walking out 
along the single mast, tow^irds the spot whence the four seamen 
of Ludiow had just been swept. " It is past I and those who 
are called to the last account have met their fate in such a 
scene as none hut a seaman may witness ; while those who are 
spm'ed, have need of all a seaman's skill and resolution for that 
which remains. Captain Ludlow, I do not despair; for, see, 
the lady of the hrigactjne has still a smile for her servitors !" 

Ludlow, who had followed the steady and daring free-trader 
to thu place where the spar had tallen, turned and cast a look 
in the direction in which the other stretched his arm. Within a 
hundred feet of him, he saw the image of the sea-green lady, 
rocking on the agitated water, and turned towards the raft witi 
ifa usual expression of wild and malicious intelligence. TIus 
emblem of their landed mistress had been borne in front of the 
smugglers, when they mounted the poop of the Coquette ; and 
the steeled staff on which the lantern was perched, had been 
stuck info a horse-bucket by the standard-bearer of the moment, 
ere he entered the m6l6e of the combat. Ihiring the conflagra- 
tion, this object had more than once met the eye of Ludlow; 
and now it appeared floating quietly by him, in a manner 
almost to shake even his contempt for the ordinary superstitions 
of seamen. While he hesitated in what manner he shoidd 
reply to his companion's remark, the latter plunged into the 
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Bea, aud swam towards the light. He was soon by the side of 
the raft again, bearing aloft the symbol of his biigantine. 
There are none so firm in tie dominion of reason, as to be 
entirely superior to the secret impulses which teach us all to 
believe in the hidden agency of a good or an evil fortiiae. The 
voice of the free-trader was more cheerful, and his step more 
sure and elastic, as he crossed the stage and struct the armed 
end of the staff into that part of the top-rim of the Coquett« 
which floated uppermost. 

" Courage !" he gaily cried. "While this light burns, my 
8ta no se C u^e, lady of the land ; for here is one of 
the d p wa ers who still looks kiudly on her foUowei's ! Wo 
are a, n a fiii 1 craft it is certiun, but a dull sailer may 

mak IX p e. — Speak, gallant Master Seadrift : thj* 

gai y and p n h uld revive under so goodly an omen !" 

But tht, ag.n of so many pleasant masquerades, and the 
instrument of SO much of his artifice, had not a fortitude equal 
to the buoyant temper of the smu^ler. The counterfeit bowed 
his head by the side of the silent Alida, without a reply. The 
"Skimmerof the Seas" regsrdt-d the group, a moment, with 
manly interest ; and, touching the arm of Ludlow, he walked, 
with a balancing step, along the spars, until they had reached 
a spot where they might confer without causing unnecessaiy 
alarm to their companions. 

Although so imminent and so pressing a danger as that of 
the explosion had passed, the situation of those who had escaped 
was scarcely bpttar than that of those who had been lost. The 
heavens showed a few glimmering stai's in the openings of the 
clouds ; and now that the first contrast of the change had les- 
sened, there was just enough of light to render all the features 
of their actual state gloomily imposing. 

It has been said that the fore-mast of the Coquette went by 
the board, with most of its hamper aloft. The sails, with such 
portion of the rig^ng as might help to s\istain it, had been 
hastily cut away as related ; and after its fall, until the moment 
of the explosion, the common men had been engaged, either in 
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securing tlio staging, or in clearing the wreck of those heavy 
ropes which, useless as fastenings, only added to the weight of 
the mass. The whole wreck lay upon the sea, with the yards 
crossed and in their places, much as the spars had stood. The 
large hooms had been unshipped, and laid in such a manner 
around the top, with the ends resting on the lower and top-sml 
yards, as to form the foundation of the staging. ITie smaller 
booms, with the mess-chest and shot-hoxes, were all that lay 
hetween the group in the centre, and the depths of the ocean. 
The upper part of the top-rim rose a few feet above the wafer, 
and formed an important protection against the night-breeze and 
the constant washing of the waves. In this manner were the 
females seated, cautioned not to trust their feet on the frail secu- 
rity of the booms, and supported by the unremittting care of 
the Alderman. Frangois had submitted to be lashed to the 
top by one of the brigantine's seamen ; while the latter, all of 
the common herd who remained, encouraged by the presence 
of their sbindard-light, began to occupy themselves in looking 
to the ftistenings and other securities of the raft. 

"We are in no condition for a long or an active cruise, Cap- 
tain Ludlow," said the Skimmer, when he and his companion 
were out of hearing. " I have been at sea in all weathers, and 
in every description of craft ; but this is the boldest of my 
experiments on the water. I hope it may not be the last!" 

" We cannot conceal from ourselves the frightful hazards we 
run," returned Ludlow, "however much we may wish them to 

ihis is truly a deaeiied sea to be abroad in, on a raft I 
Were we in the narrow pass^es between the British islands 
and the Main, or even in the Biscay waters, there would be hope 
that some trader or roving cruiser might cross our track ; but 
our chance here lies much between the Frenchman and the 
brigantine." 

" The enemy has, doubtless, seen and heard the explosion, 
and, as the land is so near, they wiU infer that the people are 
saved in tlie boats. Our chance of seeing more of them is much 
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dimiiiislied by the accident of the fire, since there will uo longer 
be a motive for remaining on the coast." 

" And will your young officers abandon their captain without 
a search ?" 

" Hope of aid from that quarter is faint. The ship ran miles 
while in flames, and, before the light returns, these spars will 
have drifted leagues, with the ebbing tide, to seaward." 

"Truly, I have s^led with better auguries I" observed the 
Skimmer — "What are the beanngs and distance of the land?" 

"It still lies to the north, but we are fast setting cast and 
aoutherly. Ere morning we shall be abeam of Motitaiik, or even 
beyond it ; we must already be some leagues in the offing." 

" That is worae than I had imagined ! — but there is hope on 
the flood !" 

" The flood will bear us noithwavd a^wn — but— what think 
you of the heavens !" 

"Unfavorable, though not desperate. The sea breeze will 
return with the sun." 

" And with it will return the swell ! How long wifl these 
iU-secured spars hold together, when a^tated by the heave of 
the water! Or, how long will those with us bear up against 
the wash of the sea, unsupported by nourishment f 

"You paint in gloomy colors, Captain Ludlow," said the 
free-trader, drawing a heavy breath, in spite of all his reaolution 
" My experience tells me you ai'e right, though my wishes 
would fain contradict you. Still, I think we have the promise 
of a tranquil night" 

" Tranquil for a ship, or even for a boat ; but hazardous To a 
raft like this. You see that this top-mast already works in the 
cap at each heave of the water, and aa the wood loosens, our 
security lessens." 

"Thy counsel is not flattering! Captain Ludlow, you are a 
waman and a man, and I shall not attempt to trifle with your 
knowledge. With you, I think the danger imminent, and 
(Jmost our only hope dependent on the good foitune of my 
brigantine." 
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"Will thosF3 in her tliinli it their duty to quit their anchor- 
age, to come in quest of a raft whose existence is wiltnown lo 
them!" 

" There is hope in the vigilance of her of the sea-gi'een 
mantle I You may deem this fanciful, or even wowe, at such a 
moment; but I, who have run so many gauntlets under hei 
faror, have fiuth in her fortunes. Surely, you are nota seaman, 
Captfun Ludlow, without a secret dependence on some unseen 
and potent agency !" 

" My dependence is placed in the agency of Him who is all- 
potent, but never visible. If lie forget us, we may indeed 
despair !" 

"This is well, but it is not the fortune I would express. 
Believe me, spite of an education which teaches all you have 
Biud, and of a reason that is often too clear for folly, there is a 
Becret reliance on hidden chances, that has been created by a life 
of activity and hazard, and which, if it should do nothing better, 
does not abandon me to despair. The omen of the light and 
the smile of my mistress would cheer me, spite of a thousand 
philosophers !" 

" You are fortunate in purchasing consolation so cheaply," 
returned the commander of Queen Anne, who felt a latent hope 
in his companion's confidence that he would have hesitated to 
acknowledge. " I see but little that we can do to aid our 
chances, except it be to clear away all unnecessary weight, and 
to secure the raft as much as possible by additional lashings." 

The " Skimmer of the Seas" assented to the proposal. Con- 
sulting a moment longer, on the details of their expedients, they 
rejoined the group near the top, in order to see them executed. 
As the seamen on the raft were reduced to the two people of 
the brigantine, Ludlow and his companion were obliged to assist 
m the performance of the duty. 

Much useless rigging, that added to the pressure without 
aiding the buoyancy of the raft, was cut away ; and all the 
boom-irons were knocked off the yards, and suffered to descend 
to the bottom of the ocean. By these means a great weight 
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was taken from the raft, wliicli in conaequence floated witii so 
muck additional power to sustain those who depended on it foi 
life. The Skimmer, accompanied by his two silent but obedient 
seamen, ventured along the att«nuated and submerged spare to 
the extremity of the tapering masts, and after toiling witb the 
dexterity of men accustomed to deal with the complicated 
machinery of a ship in the darkest nights, they succeeded in 
releasing the two smaller masts with their respective yards, and 
in floating them down to the body of the wreck, or the part 
around the top. Hero the sticks wei'e crossed in a manner to 
give g^eat additional strength and footing to the stage. 

There was an air of hope, and a feeling of increased security, 
in this employment. Even the Alderman and Francois aided 
in tiie task, to the extent of their knowledge and force. But 
when these alterations were made, and additional lashings had 
been applied to keep the topmast and the larger yards in their 
places, Ludlow, by joining those who were ai'ound the mast-head, 
tacitly admitted that little more could be done to avert the 
chances of the elements. 

During tiie few hours occupied in this important duty, Alida 
and her companion addressed themselves to God in long and 
fefvent petitions. With woman's faith in that divine being 
who alone could avail them, and with woman's high mental 
fortitude in momenta of protracted trial, they had both known 
how to control th'e eshibition of their terrors, and had sought their 
support in the same appeal to a power superior to all of earth. 
Ludlow was, therefore, more than rewarded by the sound of 
Ahda's voice, speaking to him cheerfully, as she thanked him 
for what he had done, when he had admitted that he couid now 
do no more. 

" The rest is with Providence !" added AHda, " All that bold 
and skilfiil seamen can do have ye done ; and all that woman in 
such a Mtuation can do, have we done in your behalf!" 

" Thou hast thought of me in thy prayers, Alida ! It is an 
intercession that the stoutest needs, and which none but the 
foal derides." 
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" And thou, Eudora ! thou hast remembered him who quiete 
die wateis !" said a deep voice near tiie bending form of the 
couuferfeit Seadrift. 

" I have." 

" 'Tia well. — There are polnis to which manhood ami expe- 
rience may pass, and there are those where all is left to one 
mightier than the elements 1" 

Words like these, coming from the lips of one of the known 
character of the " Skimmer of the Seas," were not given to the 
irinda. Even Ludlow cast an uneasy look at the heavena, when 
they came upon his ear, as if they conveyed a secret notice of 
the whole extremity of the danger by which they were environed. 
None answered; and a long silence succeeded, during which 
some of the more fatigued slumbered uneasily, spite of their 
fearful situation. 

In this manner did the night pass in weariness and anxiety. 
Little was stud, and for hours scarce a limb was moved, in the 
group that clustered around the rcess-chest. As the signs of 
day appeared, however, every iaoulty was keenly awake to 
catch the firat signs of what they had to hope, or the first 
certainty of what they had to fear. 

The surfece of the ocean was still smooth, though the long 
swells in which the element was heaving and setting, sufficiently 
indicated that the raft had floated fer from the land. This fact 
was rendered sure when the hght, which soon appeared along 
the eastern mai'gin of the narrow view, was shed gradually over 
the whole horizon. Nothing was at first visible but one gloomy 
and vacant waste of water. But a cry of joy from Seadrift, 
whose senses had long been practised in ocean sights, soon 
drew all eyes in the direction opposite to that of the rising sun, 
and it was not long before all on the low raft had a view of the 
snowy surfaces of a ship's sails, as the glow of moiiiing touched 
the canvas. 

" It is the Frenchman !" said the free-ti'ader. " He is chari- 
tably looking for the wreck of his late enemy !" 

" It may be so, for our fate can be no secret to him," was the 
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answer of Ludlow. " Unhappily, we had run sc 

ironi the anchorage, before the flames hroke out. Truly, those 

with whom we so lately sti'uggled for life, are bent on a duty of 

humanity," 

" Ah, yonder is his crippled consort ! — to leeward many a 
league. The gay bird has been too sadly stripped of its 
plum^e to fly so near the wind 1 This is man's fortune ! He 
uses hia power, at one moment, to destroy the very means that 
become necessary to Lis safety the next." 

"And what think you of our hopes!" asked Alida, search- 
ing in the countenance of Ludlow a clue to their fate. " Does 
the stranger move in a direction fevorahle to our wishes?" 

Neither Ludlow nor the Skimmer replied. Both regarded 
the frigate intently ; then, as objects became more distinct, both 
answered hy a common inpulse, that the ship was steering 
directly towards them. The declaration excited general hope, 
and even the negress was no longer restrained by her 
situation from expressing her joy in vociferous exclamations of 
delight 

A few minutes of active and ready exertion succeeded, A 
light boom was unlashed from the raft and raised on its end, 
supporting a little signal, made of the handkerchiefe of the 
pally, which fluttered in the light breeze at the elevation of 
some twenty feet above the surface of the water. After thb 
precaution was observed, they were obliged to await the result 
in such patience as they could assume. Minute passed after 
minute, and, at each moment, the form and proportions of the 
ship became more distinct, until all the mariners of the party 
declared they could distinguish men on her yards. A cannon 
would have readily sent its shot from the ship to the raft, yet 
no sign betrayed the consciousness of those in the termer ol the 
pTOJdmity of the latter. 

" I do not hke his manner of steering !" observed the Skimmer 
to the silent and attentive Ludlow. " He yaws broadly, as if 
disp^ed to ^ve up the search. God grant him the heart to 
continue on his course ten minut«s longer !" 
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"Have we no means of making ourselves heard V demanded 
the Alderman. "Methinks the voice of a strong raoxi might be 
sent thus &r across the water when life is at stake." 

The more experienced shook their heads ; but, not discouraged, 
the buigher raised his voice with a power that was sustained by 
the immineney of the periL Ho was joined by the seamen, 
and even Ludlow tent his fdd, until all were hoaise with the 
fruitless effort Men were evidently aloft, and in some numbers, 
searching the ocean with their eyes, but still no answering 
signal came from the vessel 

The ship continued to approach, and the raft was less than 
half a mile from her bows, when the vast fabric suddenly 
receded irom the breeze, showed the whole of its glittering 
broadside, and, swinging ila yards, betrayed by its new position 
that the search in that direction was abandoned. The 
instant Ludlow saw the fiffing-off of the fHgate's bows, he 
cried — 

" Now raise your voices together ; — this is the final chance !" 

They united in a common shout, with the exception of the 
" Skimmer of the Seas." The latter leaned against the top 
with folded arras, listening to their impotent efforts with a 
melancholy smile. 

" It is well attempted," sad the calm and extraordinary 
seaman when the clamor had ceased, advancing along the raft 
and motioning for all to be silent; "but it has failed. The 
swinging of the yards, and the orders given in wearing ship, 
would prevent a stronger sound from being audible to meu so 
actively employed. I fiatfer none with hope, but this is truly 
the moment for a final effort" 

He placed his hands to his mouth, and, disregardmg words, 
he raised a cry so cleai, so powerful, ini yet so foil, that it 
seemed impossible those m the vessel should not hew it 
Thrice did he repeat the expenment, though it w^ evident that 
each successive exertion was feebler than the last 

" They hear !'' cried Alida. " There is a movement in the 
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" 'Tis the breeze fi'esbening," answered Ludlow, in sadnesa, 
at her side. " Each moment takes them away !" 

The melancholy truth was too apparent for denial, and for 
half an hour die retiring ship was watohed in the bittemeaa of 
disapi»intment. At the end of that tJme, she fired a gun, 
spread additional canvas on her wide booms and stood awaj 
before the wind, to join her consoil, whose upper sails were 
already dipping to-the surface of the sea, in the southern board. 
With this change in her movements, vanished all expectation of 
Buccor irom the cruiser of the enemy. 

Perhaps, in every situation of life, it is necessary that hope 
should be first lessened by disappointment, before the buoyancy 
of the human mind will peimit it to descend to the level of an 
evil fortune. Until a frusti'ated effort teaches him the difficulty 
of the attempt, he who has fallen may hope to rise again ; and 
it is only when an exertion has been made with lessened means, 
that we learn the value of advant^es, which have perhaps been 
long enjoyed, with a very nndiie estimate of their importance. 
Until the stem of the French frigate was seen retiring fram the 
raft, those who were on it had not been fiilly sensible of the extreme 
danger of their situation. Hope had been strongly excited by 
the return of dawn ; for while the shadows of night lay on the 
ocean, their situation resembled that of one who strove to pierce 
the obscurity of the fiitui'e, in order to obtain a presage of 
better fortunes. With the light had come the distant sail. 
As the day advanced, the ship had approached, relinquished her 
Bearch and disappeared, without a prospect of her return. 

The stoutest heai-t among the group on the raft began to sink 
at the gloomy fate which now seemed inevitable. 

"Here is an evil omen!" whispered Ludlow, directing his 
companion's eyes to the dark and pointed fins of three oi; four 
sharks, that were gliding above the surfece of the water, and in 
so feariiil a proximity to their persons, as to render their situa- 
tion on the low spai's, over which the water was washing and 
retiring at each lise and fall of the waves, doubly dangerous.— 
" The creatures' instinct speaks ill for our hopes 1" 



Hooted bvGOOgle 



THE WATEK-WlTCil. 445 

"There is g, belief among seamen, tliat these animals feel a 
■ecret impulse, which directs them to their prej," returned the 
Skimmer. "But fortune may yet balk them. Eogetson !" call- 
ing to one of his followers^ — "thy pockets arc rarely wanting 
in a fisherman's tackle. Hast thou, haply, line and hoot, for 
these hungry miscreants ? The question is getting narrowed to 
one in which the simplest philosophy is the wisest. When eat 
01 to be eaten, is the mooted poinf^ moat men will decide for 
the former " 

A hook of auffident size was soon produced, and a hue was 
quietly provided from some of the small cordage that stall 
lemimed ihont the masts, A piece of leather, torn from a spar, 
answeied for the bait; and the lure was thrown. Extreme 
hunger teemed to engross the voracious animals, who darted at 
the imaginary prey with the rapidity of lightning. The shock 
was so sudden and violent, that the hapless mariner was drawn 
from his slippery and precarious footing into the sea. The 
whole passed with a frightful and alarming rapidity. A com 
mon cry of horror was heard, and the last despairing glance of 
the Men man was witnessed. The mutilated body floated for 
an instant in its blood, with the look of agony and terror still 
imprinted on the conscious countenance. At the nest moment, 
it had become food for tiie moust«rs of the sea. 

All had passed away, but the deep dye on the surface of the 
ocean. The gorged fish disappeared : but the dark spot re- 
mmned near the immovable raft, as if placed there to warn the 
survivors of their fate. 

" This is horrible !" said Ludlow. 

" A sail !'' shouted the Skimmer, whose voice and tone, break- 
ing in on that moment of intense horror and apprehension, 
sounded hke a cry from the heavens. " My gallant brigantine !" 

" God grant she eome with better fortune than those who 
have so lately left us !" 

" God gi'ant it, truly ! If this hope fail there is none left. 
Few pass here, and we have had sufficient proof .that our top- 
gallants are not so lofty as to catch oveiy eye." 
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All attention was now bestowed on the white apeok which 
was visible on the margin of the ocean, and which the " Skim- 
mei' of the Seas" confidently pronounced to be tlie Water-Witch. 
None but a seaman could have felt this certainty ; for, seen from 
the low raft, there was Uttle elae to be distinguished but the 
heads of the upper sails. The direction too was unfavorable, as 
it was to leeward ; but both Ludlow and the free-trader assured 
their companions, that the vessel was endeavoring to beat in 
with the land. 

The two hours that succeeded Ungered like days of misery. 
So much depended on a variety of events, that every eii'cum- 
stance was noted by the seamen of the party, with an interest 
bordering on agony. A failure of the wind might compel the 
vessel to remain stationary, and then both brigantine and raft 
would be at the mercy of the uncertain cun-ents of the ocean ; 
a change of wind might cause a change of course, and render a 
meeting impossible ; an increase of the breeze might cause de- 
struction, even before the succor could come. In addition to 
these obvious hazards, there were all the chances which were 
dependent on the fact that the people of the brigantine had 
every reason to believe the fate of the paity v 

Still fortune seemed propitious ; for the bree 
was light, the intention of the vessel was evidently to pass 
somewhere near them, and the hope that their object was search, 
BO strong and plausible, aa to exhilarate every bosom. 

At the expiration of the time named, the brigantine passed 
the raft to leeward and so near as to render the smaller objects 
in her Tiggmg distinctly visible, 

"The faithful fellows are looking for us !" exclaimed the free- 
trader, with strong emotion in his voice. "They are men to 
SCOUT the coast, ere they abandon us I" 

" They pass us — wave the signal — it may catoh their eyes !" 

The little flag was unheeded, and, after so long and so intense 
expectation, the party on tte raft had the pain to see the swift- 
moving vessel glide past them, and drawing so far ahead as to 
leave Uttle hope of her return. The heart of even the " Sfammer 
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of the Seas" appeared ta sink witLin him, al the disappoint- 

" For mpelf, I care not," said flie stout mariner, moumfiilly. 
" Of what consequence is it, in what sea, or on what voyage, a 
seaman goes into his watery tomb ?- — hut for thee, ray hapless 
aud piayftii Eudora, I could wish another fat& — ha I— she tacks ! — 
the sea-green lady has an instinct for her children, after all !" 

The brigantine was in stays. — ^In ten or fifteen minutes more 
Ihe vessel was ag-ain abeam of the raft, and to windward. 

" If she pass us now, our chance is gone, without a shadow of 
hope," said the Skimmer, motioning solemnly for silence. Then, 
applying his hands to his mouth, he shouted, as if despair lent 
a grant's volume to his lungs — ' 

" Ho ! The Water-Witch ahoy !" 

The last word issued from his lips with the clear, audible cry, 
that the peculiar sound is intended to produce. It appeared 
as if the conscious little bai'k knew its commander's voice ; for 
its com'se changed slightly, as if the fabric were possessed of the 
consciousness and feculljes of life, 

" Ho ! The Water-Witch— alloy !" shouted the Skimmer, 
with a still mightier effort. 

" Hilloa !" came down faintly on the breeze, and the direction 
of the brigantine again altered. 

" The Water- Witch ! — the Water- Witch ! — ahoy !" broke out 
of the lips of the mariner of the shawl, with a supernatural 
force, — the last cry being drawn out, fill he who uttered it sank 
back exhausted with, the effort. 

The words were still rin^ng in the ears of the breathless 
party on the raft, when a heavy shout swept across the water. 
At the next moment the boom of the brigantine swung off, and 
her narrow bows were seen pointing towards the little beacon of 
whit« that played above the sea. It was but a moment, but it 
was a moment pregnant with a thousand hopes and feai-s, before 
the beautiful craft was gliding within fifty feet of the top. In 
less than five minutes, the spars of the Coquette werp floating 
on the wide ocean, unpeopled and abandoned. 
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The first sensation ot' tlie " Skimmer of the Seas," when his 
foot louched the deck of his brigantine, might have been one of 
deep aiid intense gratitude. He was silent, and seemingly op- 
pressed at the throat. Stepping along the planks, he east an 
eye aloft, and struck his hand powerfully on the capstan, in a 
manner that was divided between coOTulaion and affection. 
Then he smiled grimly on his attentive and obedient crew, speak- 
ing with bis wonted cheerfulness and authority. 

" Fill away tlie topsail — btaee up and haul aft I Trim every- 
thing flat as boards, boj-s ; — jam the dear huzzy in with the 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Oe the following morning tie windows of the Lust in Ensi 
iknoted the presence of iis owner. There waa an Mr of melan- 
choly, yet of happiness, in the faces of many who were seen 
about the buildings and the grounds, as if a great good had 
boon accompanied by some grave and qualifying circnmstanees 
of sorrow. The negroes wore an air of that love of the exttaor- 
dinarj, which is the concomitant of ignorance, while those of the 
mote fortunate class resembled men who retained a recollection 
of serious evils that were past. 

In the private apartment of the burgher, however, an inter- 
view took place which was characterized by an air of deep con- 
cern. The parties were only the fi-ee-trader and the Alderman. 
But it was apparent, in the.look of each, that they met hke men 
who had interesting and serious matters to discuss. Still, one 
accustomed to the expressions of the human countenance might 
have seen, that while the former was about to introduce topics 
in which his feelings were powerfully enlisted, the other looked 
only to the grosser interests of his commerce, 

"My minutes are counted," said (he mariner, stepping into 
the centre of the room, and taeing his companion. " Tliat which 
is to bo swd, must be said briefly. The inlet can only be passed 
on the rising water, and it will ill consult vour opinions of ])tti- 
dence were I to tarry, till the hue and cry that will follow the 
intelligence of that which has lately happened in the offing, shal] 
be heai'd in the Province." 

" Spoken with a rover's discretion ! This reBer\'e will per 
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petuate friendstip, which is nau It veakoned Vj jo r ictvity 
in our late uncomfortable voyagp oi the yard an 1 it i^ta of 
Queen Anne's late cruiser. Well I wiah no II 1 ck lo any 
loyal gentleman in Her Majesty's service but t s a thoi sand 
pities that tliou wert not ready, now the coast is clear, with a 
good heavy inward cargo ! The last was altogether an afliur of 
seeret drawers and rich laces ; valuable in itself, and profitable 
La the exchange : but the colony is sadly in want of certain 
articles that can only bo landed at leisure." 

" I come on other matters. There have been transactions 
between us, Alderman Van Beverout, that you little under- 

" You speak of a small mistake in the last mvoice ? — Tis alt 
explaned, Master Skimmer, on a second. examination; and thy 
accuracy is as well established as that of the Eauk of England ." 

" Established or not, let him who doubts cease to deal. — I 
have no otter motto than ' confidence,' nor any other rule hut 

" Vou overran my meaning, fiiend of mine. I iutimat* no 
suspicions ; but accuracy is the soul of commerce, as profit is its 
object. Clear accounts, with reasonable balances, are the surest 
cements of business intimacies, A little frankness operates, in a 
secret trade, like equity in the courts ; which re-establishes the 
justice that the law has destroyed, — What is thy purpose ? " 

" It is now many years, Alderman Van Beverout, since this 
secret trade was commenced between you and my predecessor, — 
he, whom you have thought my father, but who only claimed 
that revered appellation by protecting the helplessness and 
infimcy of the orphan child of a friend." 

"The latter drcumstance is new to me," returned the 
burgher, slowly bowing his head. " It may explain etrtain 
levities which have not been without their embarrassment. ' Tis 
live-and-twenty. years, come August, Master Skimmer, and 
twelve of them have been under thy auspices. I will not say 
that the adventures might not have been better managed ; as it 
is, they are tolerable. I am getting old, and think of closing 
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the risks and hazards of life— two or three, or, at the most, four 
or five lucky voyages, must, I flunk, bring a final settlement 



1 be made sooner. I believe the history of my pre- 
'as no secret to you. The manner in which he was 
driven from the marine of the Stuarts, on account of his opposi- 
tion to tyranny ; his refiige with an only daughter, in the 
colonies ; and his final reconreo to the free-trade for a livelihood, 
have often been alluded to between us." 

" Hum — I have s. good memory for business. Master Skimmer, 
but I am as forgetftil as a new-made lord of his pedigi'ee, on all 
matters that should be overlooked. I dare say, however, it was 
as you have stated." 

" You know, that when my protector and predecessor aban- 
doned tlie land, le took his all with him upon the water." 

" He took a wholesome and good-going schooner. Master 
Skimmer, with an assorted freight of chosen tobacco, well bal- 
lasted with stones fi'om ofi" the sea-shore. He was no foolish 
admirer of sea-green women and flaunting bvigantines. Often 
did the royal cruisers mistake the worthy dealer for an industri- 
ous fishornian ! " 

" He had his hnmora, and I have mine. But you forget 
a part of the freight he carried — a part that was not the least 
valuable." 

" There might have been a bale of marten's fiirs — for the 
trade was just getting brisk in ttiat article." 

" There was a beautiful, an innocent, and au affectionate 

girf — ■• 

The aldennan made an involuntary movement, which nearly 
hid his countenance fi^m his companion. 

" There was, indeed, a beautiful, and as you say, a moat 
warm-hearted giri, in the concern !" he uttered, in a voice 
that was subdued and hoarse. " She died, as. I have heard 
from thyself. Master Skimmer, in the Italian seas. I never 
saw the father after the last visit of his child to this coast." 

" She did die among the islands of the Mediterranean. But 
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the void she left in the hearts of all who knew her, was filled in 
time by her — daughter." 

The alderman started from his cliair, and looking the 
free-trader intently and anxiously in the face, he slowly 
repeated the word — 

" Daughter !" 

"I have said it. Eudora is the daughter of that injured 
woman — need I say, who is the father V 

The burgher groaned, and covering his face with his hands, 
he sank back into his chair, shivering convulsively. 

" What evidence have I of this V he at length muttered — 
" Eudota is thy sister 1" 

The answer of the free-trader was accompanied by a melan- 
choly smile. 

" You have been deceived. Save the brigantine, my being is 
attached to nothing. When my own brave father fell by 
the side of him who protected my youth, none of my blood 
were left. I loved him as a father, and he called me son, while 
Eudora was passed upon you as the child of a second marriage. 
But Tiere is sufficient evidence of her birth." 

The aldeiToan took a paper which his companion put gravely 
into his hand, and his eyes ran eagerly over its contents. 
It was a letter to himself from the mother of Eudora, written 
after the birth of the latter, and with the endearing affection of 
a woman. The love between the young merchant and the 
feir daughter of his secret correspondent had been less criminal 
on his part than most similar connesions. Nothing but 
the peculiarity of their situation, and the real embarrassment of 
introducing to the world one whose existence was unknown 
to his friends, and their mutual awe of the unfortunate but stiil 
proud parent, had prevented a legal marriage. The simple 
forms of the colony were easily satisfied, and there was even 
some reason to raise a question whether they had not been suffi- 
ciently consulted to render the offepring legitimate. As Mjndert 
Van Beverout, therefore, read the epistle of her whom he had 
once so truly loved, and whose loss had, in more senses than 
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one, been to him an irreptrablo misfoituiip, tmct hi^, duricter 
might have yielded to her gentle and hHolthiul influence, 
Ilia limbs trembled, and his whole frame betiayed tin violence 
of extreme s^tation. The language of the djmg woman waa, 
kind and free from reproach, but it was solemn and admo- 
nitory. She communicated the biith of their eliild, but aho 
left it to the disposition of het own iather, while she appnaed 
the author of its being of its existence ; and in the event of its 
ever being consigned to hia cara, she earnestly recommended it 
to hia love. The close was a leave-taking, in which the linger- 
ing affections of this life were placed in mournful contrast to the 
hopes of the future. 

"Why has this so long been hidden from me ?" demanded 
the agitated merchant — " Why, O reckless and fearless man ! 
have I been permitted to expose (Jhe frailties of nature to my 
own child ?" 

The smile of the free-trader was bitter and proud. 

" Mr, Van Bevcrout, we are no dealei's of the shoit voyage. 
Our trade is the concern of life ; our world, the Water- Witeh. 
As we have so little of the interest? of the land, our philosophy 
is above its weaknesses. The birth of Eudora was concealed 
fi^m you, at the will of her grandMier. It might have been 
resentment ;— it might have been pride. — Had it been affection, 
the girl has that to justify the fraud." 

" And Eudora, hereelf ?— Does she — or has she long known 
the truth V 

" But lately. Since the deati of our common friend, the girl 
has been solely dependent on me for counsel and protection. 
It is now a year since ahe first learned she was not my siater. 
Until then, lite you, she supposed us equally derived from one 
who wa*! the pai'cnt of neither. Necessity has compelled me, of 
late, to keep her much in the brigantine." 

"The retribution is righteous!" groaned the Aldeiman. "1 
urn punished for my pusillanimity, in the degradation of my 
own child !" 

The step of tiie free-trader, sia he advanced nearer to his com- 
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panioti, was full of dignity ; and liis keen eye glowed with the 
resentment of an offended man. 

" Alderman Van Beverout," he said, witt stern rehuke in his 
voice, " you receive your daughter, stainless as was Ker unfor- 
tunate mother, when necessity compelled him whose being was 
wrapped up in here, to trast her beneath your roof. We of the 
contraband have our own opinions of right and wrong ; and my 
gratitude, no less than my principles, teaches me that the 
descendant of my benefactor is fo be protected, not injured. 
Had I, in truth, been the brother of Eudora, language and eon- 
duct more innocent could not have been shown her, than that 
she has both heard and witnessed while guarded by my 

" From my soul, I thank thee !" burst from the lips of the 
Alderman. " The prl shall he acknowledged ; and with such 
a dowry as I can give, she may yet hope for a suitable and 
honorable marriage." 

" Thou may'st bestow her on thy favorite Patroon," returned 
the Skimmer, with a calm but sad eye. " She is more than 
worthy of all he can return. The man is willing to take her, 
for he is not ignorant of her sex and histoiy. That much I 
thought due to Eudora hereelf, when fortune placed the young 
man in my power." 

" Thou ai-t only too honest for this wicked world. Master 
Skimmer ! Let me see the loving pair, and bestow my blessing 
on the instant I" 

The free-trader turned slowly away, and, opening a door, he 
motioned for those within to enter. Alida instantly appealed, 
leading the counterfeit Seadrift, clad in the proper attire of her 
sex. Although the bui^her had often seen the supposed sister 
of the Skimmer in her female habihmenta, she never before had 
stmeb him as a being of so rare beauty as at that moment. 
The silken whiskers had been removed, and in their places were 
burning cheeks, that were rather enriched than discolored by 
the warm touches of the sun. The dark glossy ringlets, thai 
were no longei' artfully converted to the purposes of tiie mas- 
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qnerado, fell natufally in carls about the temples and brows, 
shading a eoanteiiance which in general was playfully arch, 
though at that moment it was shadowed by reflection and feel- 
ing. It is seldom that two such beings are seen together, as 
liirwe who now knelt at the feet of the merchant. In the breast 
of the latter, the accustomed and lasting love of tie uncle and 
protector appeared, for an instant, to stniggle witk the new- 
bom affection of a parent. Nature was too strong for even his 
blunted and perverted sentiments ; and, calling his child 
aloud by name, tlie selfish and calculating Alderman sank upon 
the neck of Eudora, and wept. It would have been difficult to 
trace the emotions of the stern but observant free-ti'ader, as he 
watched the progress of this scene. Distrust, uneasiness, and 
finally, melancholy, were in his eye. With the latter expression 
predominant, he quitted the room, like one who felt a stranger 
had no right to witness emotions so sacred. 

Two hours later, and the principal personages of the narrative 
were assembled on the margin of the Cove, beneath the shade 
of an oat that seemed coeval with the continent. The brigan- 
tjne was aweigh ; and, under a light show of canvas, she was 
mating easy stretehes in the littie basin, resembling, by the ease 
and grace of her movements, some beautiful swan sailing up and 
down in the enjoyment of its instinct. A boat had just touched 
the shore, and the " Skimmer of the Seas" stood near, stretching 
out a hand to aid the boy Zephyr to land. 

" "We subjects of the elements are slaves to supeistition," 
he said, when the light foot of the child touched the ground. 
" It is the consequence of lives which ceaselessly present dangera 
superior to our powers. For many years have I beUeved that 
some great good, or some greater evil, would accompany the 
first visit of this boy to the land. For the first time, hia foot now 
stands on soUd earth I await thp lulfilment of the augury ! " 

" It will be happy," returned Ludlow — " Alida ind Eudora 
will instruct him in the opmions of thi's simjile -aid fortunate 
country, and he seemeth onp \AA-, to dj eaiiy cndit to his 
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" I fear the boy will regret the lessons of the sca-gi'een lady ! 
— Captain Ludlow, there is yet a duty to perform, which, as a 
man of more feehng than you may be diapceed to acknowledge, 
I cannot neglect, I have understood that you are accepted by 
la belle Barberie ! " 

" Such is my happiness," 

" Sir, in dispensing with explanation of the past you have 
shown a noble confidence, that merits a return. When I came 
upon ttiia coast, it was with a detenni nation of establishing the 
claims of Eudora to the protection and fortune of her father. If 
I disti'usted the influence and hostility of one so placed, and so 
gifted to persuade, as tliis lady, you will remember it was before 
acquaintance had enabled me to estimate move than her beauty. 
She was seized in her pavilion by my agency, and transported 
as a captive to the brigantine." 

" I had believed her acquainted with the history of her 
cousin, and willing to aid in some fantasy which was to lead to 
the present happy restoration of the latter to her natural 
friends." 

" You did her disinterestedness no more than justice. As 
some atonement for the personal wrong, and as the speediest 
and surest means of appeasing her alarm, I made my captive 
acquainted with the facts. Eudora then heard, also for the first 
time, the history of her origin. The evidence was irresistible, 
nnd we found a generous and devoted friend where we had 
expected a rival." 

"I knew that Aiida could not prove less generous!" cried 
the admiring Ludlow, rising the hand of the blushing girl to 
his hps. " The loss of fortune is a gain, by showing her true 
«haracter !'' 

" Hist — hist — " interrupted the Alderman — " there is little 
need to proclaim a loss of any kind. What must be done in 
the way of natural justice, will doubtless be submitted to ; but 
why let all in the colony know how much or how little is given 
with a bride ? " 

"The loss of fortune will bo amply met," returned the frce- 
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trader. " These bags contain gold. The dowry of my chai^ 
ia ready at a moment's warning, whenever she shall make 
known her choice." 

" Success and prudence ! " exdaimed the burgher, " There is 
no lees than a most commendable forethought in thy proyision, 
Master Skimmer; and whatever may be the opinion of the 
Exchequer Judges of thy punctuality and credit, it is mine that 
there are less responsible men abont the Bauk of England 
itself ! — This money is, no doubt, tliat which the girl can law- 
fully claim in right of her late grandfather ! " 

"It is." 

"I take this to be a fiivorable moment to speak plainly oa h 
subject which is very near my heart, and whicb may as well be 
broached under such favorable auspices as under any other I 
understand, Mr. Van Staata, that, on a further e\iuim itiun of 
your sentiments towards an old friend, you are of opmicn that a 
closer alliance than the one we had contemplated will mo^t 
conduce to your happiness ?" 

" I will acknowledge that the coidn^s of la belle Barbaric has 
damped my own warmth," returned the Patroon of Kindorhook, 
who rarely delivered himself of more, at a tame, tian the 
occasion required. 

"And, furtbermore, I have been told. Sir, that an intimacy 
of a fortnight has given yon reason to fix your affections on my 
daughter, whose beauty ia Kereditaiy, ai"] whose fortune is not 
likely to be diminished by this aci ^i justice on the part of that 
upright and gallant maiiner." 

"To be received into the favor of your family, Mr. Van 
Beveiout, would leave me little to desire in this life." 

" And as for the other world, I never heard of a Patroon ol 
Kinderhook who did not leave us with comfortable hopes for the 
future ; as in reason they should, since few iamihes in the colony 
have done more for the support of religion than they. They 
gave largely to the Dutch churches in Manhattan ; have actually 
built, with their own means, three very pretty brick edifices on 
the Manor, each having its Flemish steeple and suitable 
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weathercocks, besides having done something handsome towards 
flie venerable structure in Albany. Endora, my child; thia 
gentleman is a particular friend, and as such I can prosume to 
recommend him to thy favor. You are not absolutely strangers ; 
but, in order that you may have every occasion to decide impar- 
tially, yon will remain here together for a month longer, which 
will enable you to choose without distraction and confuaiott 
More than this, for the present, it is unnecessary to say ; for it 
is my practice to leave all matters of this magnitude entirely to 
Providence." 

The daughtar, on whose speaking face tlie color went and 
came, hke Ughts chan^ng in an Italian sky, continued silent. 

" You have happily pnt aside the ciu'tain which concealed a 
mystery that no longer gave me uneasiness," interrupted Ludlow, 
addressing the free-trader. " Can you do more, and say whence 
came this letter V 

The dark eye of Eudora instantly lighted. She looked at 
the "Skimmer of the Seas," and laughed. 

"Twas another of those womanly artifices which have been 
practised in my brigantine. It was thought that a young 
commander of a royal cruiser would be less apt to watch our 
movements, were his mind bent on the discovery of such a 



" And the tiick has been practised before !" 

" I confess it. — But ' "an hnger no longer. In a few minutes, 
the tide will turn, and the iniet become impassable, Eudora, we 
must decide on the fortunes of this child. Shall ho to the ocean 
again?— or shall he remain, to vary his life with a landsman's 
chances V 

""Who and what is the boy!" gravely demanded the 
Alderman. 

" One dear to both," rejoined the free-ti;ader. " His fethei 
was my nearest friend, and his mother long watched the youth 
of Eudora. Until this moment, he has been our mutual earo, — 
he must now choose Ntween us." 

" He will not quit me !" hastily interrupted the alarmed Eu 
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dora— " Thou iirt my adopted son, and none can guide thj' 
young mind like me. Thou hast need of woman's tenderness, 
Zephyr, and wilt not quit mo ?" 

" Let the child be the arbiter of his own fate. I am creduloua 
on the point of fortune, which is, at least, a happy behef for the 
conti'aband." 

" Then let him apeak. Wilt remain hero, amid fhese smiling 
fields, to ramble among yonder gay and sweetly-sceuted flowere ! 
— or wilt thou back to the water, where ah is vacant and with- 
out change ?" 

The hoy looked wistfully into her anxious eye, then he bent 
his own hesitating glance on the calm featui'es of tlie free-trader. 

" We can put to sea," he said ; " and when we make the 
homeward passage agsun, there will be many cui'ious things for 
thee, Eudora I" 

" But this may be the last opportunity to know the land of 
thy ancestois. Remember how terrible is the ocean in its anger, 
and how often the brigantine has been in danger of shipwreck !" 

" Nay, that is womanish ! — I have been on the royal-yard m 
the squalls, and it never seemed to me that there was danger." 

" Thou hast the imconseiousness and reliance of a ship-boy 1 
But those who are older, know that the life of a sailor is one of 
constant and imminent hazard. — Thou hast been among the 
islands in the hui'ricane, and hast seen the power of the ele- 

" I was in the hurricane, and so was the brigantine ; and there 
you see how taut and neat she is aloft, aa if nothing had hap- 
pened !" 

" And you saw us yesterday floating on the open sea, while a 
few ill-festened spars kept us from going into ila depths !" 

" The spars floated, and you were not drowned ; else I should 
liaTS wept bitterly, Eudora." 

" But thou wilt go deeper into the country, and see moi'e of 
its beauties — its rivers, and its mountdns — ^ils caverns and its 
woods. Here all is change, while the water is ever the same." 

" Surely, Eudora, you forget strangely ! — Hero it is all America, 
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